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18n] 7'lIe 0011-0011> Illdiaft.!. 7 

T R R CON-COW INDI ANS. 

T HIS i. Ih" IIOry of OUr race, at b.,..,ght 
ronr..,d and Iold \0 "" in lhe ItiUl\fcSl of the 
ni«hlll, _nd lhe c~mp.61ft, bf the old 
m~n, the s.::1IoIa" I~d the pri@Slsofollftribe. 

In the beginni~ W.hno-nOopem, the 
Grelt Spirit, made an things. Before he 
~, ,...-erythil\i on the unb ~nd in the 
. ki.,. was hid<kn in darkl\fcu and in gloom, 
bUI wh.,.., he appeared he ~ Ihe lighL 
From his euence, OIIt oI"hia breath, he made 
the MIn, the ...oon. and lhe counlkti stars, 
and pinned Ihtm in the blue vault of the 
heanns. And hi, Spirit came down upon 
lhe nnb, .nd lhe ......... day; he ckparttd, 
and the darknno of nighl cloRd ~gain "!"'" 
lhe pla<:fl .... htre he IwIlIlood; he r<:tumed, 
and Ihe lighl "'one upon the eo ... Cow. and 
a1llhe other ti~ing creatures upon lhe earth, 
in 'he "at...., and in an Ihe ski,," ; the wild 
8o" U I bloomed in Ihe vane)" and On the 
mOlln1ain sides ; the """& of lbe bi.dt w ... 
hnrd amo", the laveo 01 the mad ...... e and 
on 1M houghl of the pines, alld 'he bou~ of 
Ih~ day and of the night .. ·er" permanently 
ew.bliahed. 
~ lhe days ~nd nighn inlt"fChanged in 

Ihe countleu moon. of the past, Ihe Con­
COWl alld .n Ihe other ·ptOple on the f:ace of 
tM earth heoo~ ,-ery .. ·icked and bad, unlil, 
one day, the .pi.it 01" WaMo-no-~m, borne 
upon Ihe be.ml of lhe rili ng lUn, came 
through Ihe pineo and appured untO oome 
nry wi", old men. and Wd un.u> tl>em : 
~"The Con-Cowt, my children, .. hom I ""~ 
made oul of my hreath, It..ll nol bow down 
.. nd ........ hip the roOUD!linll, lhe "aten, lhe 
roxko, or the lrees, or anything .. ·hich I ha,.., 
m.de upon the t l Tlh, Of in the ..-atert., or ill 
all 'he . kie<;; bul go you "nto all my ptOpl. 
and 51y thty .hall bo .. do .... 'n t(l ml, ~nd me 
alone ; and all who """II nat bri~.., ia and 
.. "Orship me . hall be devoured by the wild 
bcull and the demon bi rdt of the f=I1O, o. 
destroyed by ,he gre~1 fire, SOA .... " 

ThIJl o:Ud I~ Greo.t Spinl unto the , cach· 

erlof OUT 'ribe, and then he ~ a ..... y inl O 
lIepe-n:ing.ko, the blue land of the II ..... 
BUI the <:(Imnuod .... not h~, and wick. 
edl1e$S increncd arK! nQI "i ld Ind rampant 
about the .. bole land. and Wahno-nOo~m 
caused YIne-kl-flum·Ita·1a, the White Spirit, 
10 appear in I~ 8esh unto the people, lhat 
he mighl (nl"hten Ind lum them from their 
(vil.aYI; .nd thi.good man bq:.n hi, teach. 
ings It Wel~u.<Ja, where the white ra~ hal 
linee buill his botne, and . hich he tills 
Chico. 

for mony years h. li"ed among our JI"O" 
pie., toadli", the 1011"11 men and the maid. 
eM mo.nJ "'->n, ot kn-e and .i>donI, 
IMny ""lIP and gam., and gentle f'IlS\imts; 
.nd in an Ih.", yeMa they lowed hiro mOTe 
and more. BUI he died, 2!>d the lnsonl 
"'" Iorgotlen ; the"""," died ..... , in tht 
f=IIlI, and in their stead cam. the "':If. 
whoop, 'M shrieks ohlruggting ..-0"'.,... and 
the groaM of the "OlInde<! and Ihe dyilljl; ; 
and the name 01 Ymc-b.num.b-b !>«ame 
a jibe and. mockery all o>"<,r lhe land. 

And u time ... ot on, the G •• at Spi, ;1 
sent 1_ more good I"!\tn, .. hite l pirill*fi-ont 
the Yu-dio-ru" the Ud.e:achable frmen ~ 
at lhe end of lh. ean h, 10 esplAin onC<! mor<: 
t~ t(aChing:tl of wisdom and o(loYe, and the 
worshipof Wlh ........ q.em ; and tOlhowunto 
our people ,hal th~ ca .... from the Grell 
Spi. it, they ma<k the sirnm, i$$uefonh from 
the ""lid rock .. the mouruairu disoolve in­
to Iak.es, and inlO the .11"""01 ,he _; thq 
he.led Ih. , ick, and p "" hock the ,pi. it 
of lif. 10 the dud, who, :IS lhey quickened 
into life "&lin, bo..-ed cIo»,·n for I ti .... bcfor.! 
tM Great Spirit and lfOnhi~d him. 11,,* 
thetc good men accompti.hed no Lt.,ting 
good; .id(dnt:55 ",ent about . oaring as 
MrttIJ'" before ; and they .,...cd .way. car· 
rilOd by the wind to tbeir homeo in the froun 
oellS, am id the Rnating ice mounlains, and 
the golden _U'O!\t' of the (.,.·011" 'r',,-dic-na.. 

And lVahno· ..... pem, ali..- lhe good men 
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.... d dqlartfd, bt<:aJne .. ,."lIfo1 against his 
children, and sent a grell drought upon the 
land ; the genlle ro.in fell no more upon the 
tarth, and il baked and crackHi and ,idded 
no more food. The ... ~ summer gra~ 
and the whi.e dov,'" shrank u-., and beanIe 
U .. i~",; tbe pine 1ree bore no '"ore it. 
1111(11 COI><1; tilt brown balls of the buckeye 
and the.ed g .... pe of the ..... nlilnil.1f1:fC no 
" heu to be found; and the Aeoh of the ""'. 
buck, the b!o<:k !>tar, and lhe wild pme in 
lhe woods was as frothy poMn. ADd the 
l>eojlle woo-ked h.>'" diging for the ....." .. ·""', 
Ihe , wet't rootl of the ,wimp .. which had be­
come u rock$, and when found lbey .. ere 
II>GUlded ...... , or ", .. ,ed into Olringt. Suf­
fcring and hu~." .. erc.U ow. !he land, and 
the old men, the young men, the women, and 
the Ml.id .... cried in IMi. anguilh for the 
bltrek .pm. 01 deolh 10 come to their re­
lief. 

Then all tho.e who had heord and ~ 
membned tbe teachings of the &ood """" 
boe<:Imc COIlJC~noe""ricken, and built the 
"d~' ~HInIW, the '''Clt·hou~ and rowing 
do ... n the",in invohd th41 Great Spirit, pray. 
ing ror the mcn:y of \\'ah.n",_,JCm, and 
lhatlhe fruit 0( the e'""'lrecn alld lI'Ve. betr· 
iog Ire;: in the bond or the st.~", near the 
Gteat Spi,i" may be .h<o .... ertd do .... n to them. 
But \~.h ..... no-pt ... had ~tiltd his bocc in 
his tnger and . 'OI,Jld not hu.. He Iuod said 
t h~t he would oend the gttat So"'''' to dC$troy 
hi1 bod ~ hild,en, and hi ..... ord was the gr~1 
law upon the tmh, in the .... attrs, and in 0.11 
the .kito. 

The good men had told the Con-Co ... that 
lbe ,tllU,"_" .. ere _ .t<!, and Ihat "" 
women o. ( hildr-en were to) go do .. n imo 
Ihem-ooly lhe men whQ wete f~ding the 
h<lly fire were to bowdo. 'n before it, ... il h the 
wickedness in them P'I, ifiotd by lhe fire. Bill 
~ dar .-hen .n the peopIe...,,-e oUt on the 
plain, .. t ingiog ' htir hand. in their angui.h 
and <k'l"'i. , ~nd pr.Irin~ fOr felicf in their 
lui!"ering. t"'O linlc boys ",enl down inlo lhe 
W".--. and threw ""me pilchl'in~ 
"lieu upon the fire ; and ,he Bame. ~e,. up 
to the ,oof and from there spread every. 
where, lickin, and deltroyi"8 ""erylhing in 

[Jaly, 

their way-over field •• nd in the '-:illcf .. 
.eroo. the drYltroa"" .. nd the mounta in., 
ICOrching the dry and parched earth, burn· 
ing .he !r,," and melt,ng tM rock .. wilh Ihe 
pMpIIl Hying in terror before them; but . he 
8a mC$ " ere futer, and every.h'", Ihat ... u 
ali\'e-the IO"-me and the ";ld beasto and 
CY'" 1M hi,do io the foout and.lI.he Con. 
Om OOII'NO-Were destroyed. PI!-Ueh-&no, 
1 0 narued f, om his g,eal sulTerinp, .... a 
kindly, piaul man, and he and Um· ..... ·na.ta, 
his ..... Ie, h:ad alwar- tbanked the G,nt 
Spirit ror hi. kind_ to them, ud he reo 
memb<,~ them eve n in the gr"t So,., ... 
T he Ib,nos ClIme _ ring loward them like 

wild bcaou, b.lI ther mlltd a ..... ' on ""err 
lide u if pressed back by a n invi.iblc hand 
_ the hand of Wahn"'_pe,n, the G' '''t 
Spirit. 

And theoe I..., good people ran and "",n· 
dcred for manymoo" .. eryingand n~rly$t.",· · 
ing. until one day they halted n.,.r Ani.ka·lo, 
whieb the white man co.lls T rillity "R i.e,. 
Yahno-no-peat had oent down thc rain, lhe 
ftre had died OUt, the grasses "'Cre .pringing 
a:-n aaain allover the land, the h,«h were 
oinging ""et)"fhne, and lhe Ani·u'lo ...... 
(ul1.ilh the 61h shining and.",imming in it. 
lImpid .... Iets. I n •• heltcrtd nook upon 
it. bo.nkltt.ey made: a Jitt~ I>omc, but they 
built a u,t • . .re-a""" firu. A. lhe mooN 
""'n~ and came "llain, little children g'"' 
a round them as pi<:ntiful .. the gnoi," of 
und near the great ... ter'S; and oae day, 
Ion&.Iou& aRer, Pc·ut .... "" and U ... · ..... ·nl·ta 
having 1P0~'n Yery old, pthered thti. chil· 
d ren and gt.l.ndcb,ld.en .round them, and 
told them \lut the bbck spirit 01 death "'Q 

coming lOr them fUI, but ,Iuot before ,hey 
... enl ,.;th him they ... anted to sleep in their 
old We]·lu-da, wMre they had ~nt secn tM 
.ild "owen bioorn'na and beard the gild 
""og 01 the birds oin~inJ: ImODi t~ pinet. 

And the ,.om~n , Ihc you nM maiden ... nd 
the lillIe children nde<! inlo Ani·h ·to, and 
<n:I<k the.....,hu pure b,ablutiono and tntlt 
upon the bank>; ... hile the old men IDd .he 
youn.g men .'cnt down into Ihe IId'HU-N"''' 
and purified themoelves .itb the holy f,re, 
and tI>:'l 11\ pra)'<'(! .hal Wlh_'peRl, the 
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Great Spirit, might lead them on tbeir way 
10 far off Wel-lu..:la, 

Wilh the nut sun they staTled; tbe }-oung 
men first to d en the way And (right.n the 
" 'ild bt."., and the ,,-omen, the youngm.id· 
e no, and the little children, "'itll I'e· uch ·ano 
and Um·wa·~·ta in thei, midot, in the mid· 
dIe of a long line. w;th tile old men bringing 
up the rElr. For manyday~ the}' journe)'ed 
thu< O'·~' mountairu and acro .. "reamo, al· 
.... ) .• • "nti ng the kQ~"·"<·"""n firSt befOfe 
they slept at night_unti~ one cwning, Ihey 
.. ,,' a .... y off in tbe distance a green ".\ley, 
with Ihe seni ng sun .hining upon if. They 
halted, and Pe·uch·.no and Um·wa·no·t .. 
... ere brougM to Ihe front. Shading th~ir 
old eye. ";Ih their feebk hondo, .",iouund 
.ilent, they gOled long and tremblingly upon, 
it, until one by one the tn," eh ... ed each 
OIhe r down their old -..riniJed fau" and fall· 
ing upon their knees th.-y looked up" ... rd, 
a nd with c\.:tsped hand. and robbing ,'Oie.,;, 
cried, "\\'.I ·lu..:l3, \\'el-1u ,d.. onc. mo.e 1" 
And Ihe young men look up the gbd c. )', 
slronger and stronger, u il went : Wel.lu-<l., 
IV c1·lu-<.!a, Ou r bome 1" and ab",·. il all, ris· 
ing sweet and anlem n above tbe J:r~nd old 
pine., the $(lng of praise of the young maid· 
en. to II'ahno-no'pem, tbe Great Spiril, who 
bad brougbt them .. fely through 10 many 
dangers to \\'el·lu·<,I,., the old home of Iheir 

."eo. 
And in Ihe long, long )'Caf1 - as many as 

the stan .bo,-e u~und the ca'''pfires of 
the tribe ~I nij;hl 'he story"""' lold by the 
old to the loung; and I loll il 10 thee, ",hite 
cbief, as il Clme down 10 me. 

No, my brother, ~'e did nol believe th. 1 
the oo)"ote or Ihe &<i"ly mode us, before we 
hea.d of Ihe grut book o( thy people ; iii 
betl I .. ,on. ,,'Cre already kuown to us. Thy 
,,·hite bT01he~ have driven u. (rom Ihe old 
home of OUt IriIJe--Wel.lu-da-where the 
bones of my falhns ond o( my children are 
bleaching; do not let them take from uS the 
traditiou, and the (aith of our r:ac. ; lI"rite 
my words as I b",'. said lh.m untolhee, .od 
t~1I Ihem 1""1 " .. belie". alike in Wahoo­
nO 'pern, the G.e.l S~iril, ... ho made the red 
man :Ui " 'ell u the ",hite, and \\'ho look. 

do"." upon u. to-night from Hepc·ning·ko, 
the blue land of Ihe stars.. 

Tbu • • poh to me, one cleor nighl upon 
the old Nomc-Cult, wilh One hand On my 
. houlde, and the other pointing upwa,cI, 
Tome-ya·nem, th~ lut chief of h .. tribe, The 
nre al our f.et had died out, leaving only I 

few ~loO'ing embers, Mcl the m('oOn ihone 
dear and cold upon the ~'hile and Ih red 
as ,hey commun.d logether in the stiUn ... 
o( the nq.k l .ong .nd .~""lIy I J)OfIdered 
upon hi. ,,·ord., ~od lonK and silenlly he 
waited for an an'~t. 

"Broth ... , the ye.~ that ha,'e passe(! ovu 
my head i ince I left my Wel·lu·d. be)'ond 
Ihe g,el" wal .... ~rc beginning to lea''C Ihe 
8'"Y thread. in my hai., ~~d like thine my 
hurt has known many SOrtO~"1, for r, 100, 

have ""en Ihe home of my fat hers in the 
hands of ' he "rang..-s, while r stood power· 
l('SlIto s,a"e--but my pen i. "ill young and 
weak, Ind may (aint on the way. Go tell 
'he siory of thy race andlhe Ieg.nds of Ihy 
trihe to some wi ... man, and let him .pcak 
of Iby dead, of lhy ])301, and of thy fUlure.~ 
s..dry the head of th~ chief..-as bo,,'ed upon 
hi. brcut--sad d ... till his mournful an ..... r: 

"~I)' past i. dcod; Ihe p,esenl i. pa,,,;og ; 
and 1 h""e 00 fUIU.e.~ 

The fim blush of morning wu beginni ng 
to tint the eultm sky. and d ur and sharp 
upon Ihe pure morning rur came the notu 
of the bugle, rounding Ihe ,.,·.ille, as Our 
hand. met for the 1o.st time in a (arc" 'elt 
sra.p. 

"Brother, lhe day has ch:ucd ...... y the 
night- Ihe .un will shine for Iheaky i. d~n, 
and Ihe c]oods ha"e passed .""'y: the red 
chief h .. lold ~I. Ihe story of hi. race; the 
wbile chief will ...nle the legend o( hi. 
tribe." 

• • • • • • 
Our old hom. w" in lhe Con·co ... vall.y, 

in "hal is now t,aUcd by Ihe ~'hite mao 
BUlle cou~ty, across ,he mountains and 
away 10 Ko·mo. the Ea.I, For lo~g o.nd 
luppy Y .... Ihe Con-co .. ·• had li,-ed Ih.rein 
in pcace and in ~Ienty. (0' they wer~ good 
I ndi.n.; ,hey neve' went to war ... ilh Ihe 
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OIher lribn, and n,: .. " killed una lhey 
.en: IOroed 10 do 00, for they Iwl ..eYer fo. · 
lotl~n the Ieuon. of PlHICh·ano in the old, 
old limes, and they wtre beloved by Wah no· 
..... pem, lbe Greal Spirit. 

Ever li1>Ce I ... .. $01.111 ... the littloe ..... 
'" playing *llh, feet, I ",_mber the .. Ad· 
..a, - Ihe wbite men, for they wefe alJ'tady 
among our people in the valley whtrt 1 .U 
born. The ),o,nl, men and lhe young 
maidens 01 my father .ere ... thick ... the 
leaves in lhe v-", ... above (>1>, heads, and 
they &II loved lhe old chief very much. By 
and by the Ad-salsl<lld him thai they ... nl· 
ed him 10 In,,,, his deo. old borne ~ thaI lhe 
red and the .hile could Il<)t !ive.togethe., 
and thai he and hi. tribe must go and look 
for another home in anocher land. And the 
heart of my Catl>ef became ~ t:ld, and he 
did "'" know .haiIO do; but be t<.ki hit 
people 10 be very good 10 the white$, and 
Ih.at perhaps II«: Ad·sall would brn 10 like 
them 100, and go down in the id.-_" 
_I truSt in Wah ..... ...,pm>. BUI by and by 
again the whites--..ome were wry good and 
lOIne we.e very b&d-began 10 lay that the 
Con<o ..... ·u e kiH ing ,he sIr_i., the 1II000k. 
and , Il101 . e obould M~e 10 Leave our dear old 
valle, or the Aokol • ......Jd till us. 

No. While Chief, nol We did not killihe 
sA_'''', bul if the ba.k Or tl«: fox sl<k the 
chickens., ni&l>t, or if an o. or • COW .tn.,ed 
•• a,in the mounta .... and ne'f'CI' amtlpin, 
it wu alw.y. the Con·Co •• thai did it, and 
Ih( da)'l became V~'Y da.k for my father'. 
cbildren. One day, lUafIy .. hite bra ....... _ 
volunlten lhey ,,",'e caI~--a.llle 10 our val· 
ley and gatherOO all our people together, Ind 
for many doy' and night. we t.avded oyer 
lhe mounlains unlil we came 10 • place on 
lhe .hora of lho: Heli .... o-mox, lhe goUI 
• at(n, called Mendocino, .he", ~ ht Ad .... lt 
had mid. a co .. al for u. .. hich ,,'" ",,]led • 

Rcsern.l ion, and ""' were IOId to "ay Ihere. 
And tile limn bKamt very bard, for offen 
we wooo ''''Y hunlf)', and did "'X koow 
.bere to get . "ou,lth 10 eal.lftd the Con­
Co • • btg.n 10 die ~t.y rut. 

We had b«nthtre one Y" •••• nd tM Hnle 
sapling had grown 'nlO • you"1 tree, " ""n 

[J lIly. 

lhe chid; my father, hl,vlng grown.,..,. old, 
IOtnl (or 1M and oaM:I: " Ny son, my old eyes 
ha,·. grOW1I dim. and IN: moh of lhe put 
river if in my ea",; my <11.)'1 in Ihe lind arc 
nu",~ and I .. ill never look upon <kat 
Wel.llHla "",in. But lhe up iu thyoreinl 
is 110 .... « !lr0", and CaJ1,aud the g_n lcav,," 
.nil re main upon tby hOld for ma~y moon • 
10 oom~-"ke thou the name ruth, (albet, 
and be the leader 01 my children, .biIe I 
real lily okIlimbs unl;llN: black .pirit ealls 
for lilt to go.- And "Om that day I .. as 
allOO T omc-y.·nem, the yd.,... ... or the 
r...~. or the chief of tbe tribe. 

One da, lOOn alier I went 10 lho: head· 
man on the Row.nl;on. and laId him that 
my people ~~re hunif)'; that ... had not 
ground moulh 10 raise the corn. lhe pota. 
Iocs,and the IflIW"1ntLo""..,d Ibat t .... nted 
10 go 10 _. other place .,btre thert ...... 
more roooti ond h. wrole to Wa.hington, 
. nd bylnd by h. Iold me on: could go to 
Round Valley and li~ on that R_tion. 
So I plhcud my lribe t"Rether, 1M we 
"."00 .. ithout any ... hi te bra." with us, 
only ourselves, and •• )ournt"}'o:d to .... d au. 
ne. ho .... as PMKh aoo did in the old, old 
li_ &1 .... 1' maku.,; lhe It.u._, 1i"1 
before we slept at night. 

.But when we came 10 Round Valley we 
we", .. badly otr as be"'",; tbere .... e>'tll 
lew 10 eat, and "'Y people had 10 work 'V)' 

hard. But the Ad.uls k .... that the Can . 
Co .... Wert load Indiln .. and they liked 
Tome.ya.nem v..:ry much, and eV.'1 once in 
a "hile they helped \II a Uttle. bUIDOl ",,,,,h. 

One day after 'OCe load '-n there about a 
yes. one or the Ad...t. came home and oaid 
that the bad Wylaekl" .ere killinl all the 
11t.·,.i,., Ind he .. ked me 10 come wilh my 
bn._ and t..lp 10 kill tbe Wybc:kics. BUI 
I.h~ my head an4 uid No-that I knt • 
Ihat they were bad Indian .. bUI IMtlhey hod 
d""e 1>0 harm eithe. 10 me o. mi.... B~t he 
$lid that i( they were nOi punilbtd soon, 
they .... u14 oome OOIe day and kill all the 
Con·Con u well .. the Whites; 10 I be­
came very .,.~ious and disturhcd, and I ,,",nl 
to .he bfadman 001 lhe Ratn"lion, and 
asked bim W,,"I to do.. He .IU JIOOd ... .an 
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and he d id not koow ... hat 10 do either, bill 
lhe OIbet Mills ClIme to him, and he .as 
~Itd upon. and h. a.ked me 10 go too. 
I did not like il, tbough I said Yea. 

So I toot maoyof .,y wa rrion and """'" 
of the Yu4und Pit!· Ri.cn,.nd wutartcd 
on the war·path . ith nine 0( lhe A<kal.; 
...., camp<l(l that night in ... oPOrL place 
... here the Wybdies b.d killed the ,~ . ... , .. , 
. nd a creat ""'''1 hone-hcads .... lying 
upon 1m, grouJtd all UOIInd u.lmellit\fl vt1"J 
bodly. The " hit. men . ecognittd them as 
having helonpd. 10 lheir otocl<, ono,\ they be­
came ,"et}' I""". 'I1Ie nul morning we 
anne 10. ffftk at. place the Ad4a.l. DOW 
cal! H",*Ca60n, and the Wylackics w.'. 
there u thic k u Ita.,.., ... tome singing, otb ... 
danei"" while the ... ·M ... '0' .... making 
the 1HXIfn IOU", witlo the liltle childtto jump­
ing aboot .tId roUing oYer each other in IIIe.-. 
Th. Ire .. w. , e full of mcat hanging in the 
I UO to dry, and tlltre WeT • .., ",a", Indians 
W I lhe Ad .... 1s heat_ ~ anu..ul and 
fri&/nentd, and did IlOl know "hether 10 go 
back or fight ; and finally, they asked me to 
be chid" du.ing the baltle. 1 .. id thaI I 
would do .... but tlo., m .... do at I told 
lhem, ... 0,1 Ihq promised 10 mitld mo. I 
lold my bra.eo to be ,ure and not to kill tM 
... .Ju·· ~al",. the h/ft;.laJ, Ih. "omen and the 
littlechiltiro:n, and I gu o Ihe wor·.hoopand 
we charged .. pon lhe W,lack~ 

Very IOOfI 1m, ... ate. in the u e.-k became 
red, and the Con-Cow, and tbe I'iIl. Ri ..... 
. ild and dlUnken with blot.d, and their 10m· 
.t... .. b crushed th,."..h Ihe brain of the old 
.nd the young alib; a.nd ..one 0( tltem r .. 
",omber«l that thly had hid motho, s, Or 
thai they had been little ch ildren onee. Onc 
01 the ."d-als a.nd mytclf ga~ a great 
many women and children t"Sethn, a...:l I 
tGld him Ih:1I we II'O\Ild saw: Ihem and take 
the lD to the RestfV.tion, ~nd be .. id, " Y "s.­
bul just then one of the Y~u. elme and 
crit(\ WI one of the Ad·pls IQd bet-n 
wnunded ot killed ; Ib"n the on" .. i,h me 
turned around, and pointing to the ",a·"i-
• aJ and hIA.fa. commal\ded 10 kililhem ail 
a...:l lhey •• re killed; but .., hid • great 
many lillie .... I • • among the loeb, .tId 

H 

perhaps llI.e)I did not die. Il't'D>eIJIlx.~ 
White ChiH; a bt-autiful brown linle " . Iorid: 
eyn u brighl and .. large: .. twO tI ... ; , he 
wa, runninl! awa, and trying te> local'll with 
• bra"" aflel' he. ; her.~ tripped, al>d at she 
(dllhe tOmaNw • .,left her little Mad in two. 

T he dead Wybckin were Itrcwn.,...,r lhe 
ground lib the tkad leavn in Ille &11, and 
for many d. y, tilt sty WII bbd wilh the 
" " W I fattening on the dead; ewn now, in 
,he RImmer dar ... the whitt bones are \>leach­
ing undalleuh the "ild ftOWC1'L And Wah­
..... nG-pem mutt have frowned upon hil bod 
childrtn, for we beca_, afttt thaI, """" 
more UMaP!')' than befuoe. 1~ Ad-$lls 
wtre afraid tN.tth.ei. Creat Fathn in Wash· 
ington would kee]) all Ihe vaney for the In· 
diam, and IN.t the whitn would have to go 
to ...... e OIher boone, and ther hatt(\ III fOl" 
il vc.y much; often at n'ihl, in the Iprin,ll:· 
t;me, ""me of the Ad· .. I, " ould oteal lfO\Ind 
O\l' fence' lnd t ....... l!>em down, II>(! drive 
their ",_i. inlO the ficklo., and lhe JOUng 
<;Ofn and eYl"f}'thing I'ttfI """Id dilappnr 
in One night, 

One ~car thne .. u nOl hing for u, to ut, 
nd· r became vert ~OUI for m)' M"k_t. 
for tM rains _rc comi", fl. wilh the cold 
orind. f.om iI.e y ... u-. •• , and we """ld be 
shut in by thc 'wollen $lJum ... with "'o",olion 
btkrn' and lhe Ad.w. bthind So I wid 
my ~PIe to pull down their Iodga and 
..... h ready 10 mow:; and Ihe ... -Ai. •• , 
brought I II their nicc, .~ter·tighl baskeu. 
and everything that wc could not cony, "'!d 
we pi1cd them up high and we bnnw:d litem 
.ll d""... I wenl to \he head man on !he 
RHerv:ltion and . boot hall<h wilh him. and 
lold him thaI I must go, that I could nol re · 
mlin. lhal "'Y people were sta ... ing and 
would ha.-e 10 killihe sA"...; .. in tho! ..mle. 
10 kccp from dying of hunger, and ,h. 1 Ihe 
Ad·lal. would kill th~m if Iheydid. And in 
I long lin., fiye hundred alrong. we turned 
OW' faca ..... tld the K,..u, tbe Eut, and 
.... clled onward 10 Wc!.I .. .., ... ou, bolT\e. 

But .. hen we gol lCI"OSI the mounloin. in· 
to Ih. valley of lhe ~c .. mento, Ihe Ad· .... I • 
.Ito lived lhe.e came towards ... and Il'ked 
Tome-p·ntm whither he """ b<>llnd, aod I 
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1(.ld him to Wel·lu..:la, mf old home neor 
Chico. And ,heYKnt tbe lightning .o n an· 
100, the Chid" of the Rnonatioll, . .. d .oId 
him IUt I had len the old Nome-Cult ; and 
he sen, the lightning b..ck for them to .aylO 
me to go to Nome-Lackee; but I kne .. it 
and hod goo>e on, for J .. an,ed '0 _ myoid 
h"me a,oin. 

But one: dIY, long before J got tMre, the 
white tn,..,. came d""", from Red Blull', a 
Rrtal many of them, wilh .iRes and bi~ !(Un$. 
and .hey (arne up .. i,h u. Mo.. a R.~a' .i ..... 
thlt we"""" UTing to clOU, and .. e .... "m 
Then Han ..... (:arne in I carriage and ~.ked 
me .. hy I had left NOlDe-Cult, and r told 
hi.... He .. anted "'" to lum back to No ...... 

• 1...,1<",,; bu. I Aid ,hat..-e .... nted 10 see 
W~I.lu-d1 again for only One yea.. And he 
... id that as n "-c'c good Indi:uts we might 
do .... oad that he IIfOUId see lba, we had 
plcnty of meat 10 eat 

So I wtnt on ... ith mypeoplc.."d camped 
in .. ...udow 50"'" ~>'t mileo ft1)Ql Chico, 
Ind my br:o,'" I nd my ", ... "i·~"1 ... cnt out 
• nd " Or ked for the l\d-&lJI ]"0. a ... bole year. 
But mony 01 then. be<:ln~ R'Y lick .ith 
chill. and r.-...:r, and .. ben the time came for 
UI to go back to Nome-Cult they were 50 
weak thn they could ..,ar<:ely .. alk, and 
many, mo .. )· died on thc ,rai~ lying dow-n 
lick and dying aU the .... y f,om Chico to Ihis 
ploce. And .·ben we ~ot here tbere .. ao noth· 
ing (or U' to ell, Ind my p«>pIe ~ .. to 
fall a. thick and as b>l,.. the l«>nl. in the 
rall of the y~.. The hud man On the Rn· 
"""tion Iud gone to the bip: city near the 
gfnt .... te ... and thefc .... no ont he.~ to 
do anylhin~ (Of ul-only thc Whit e Chief 
Dougl .. It Camp Wrighl, w!lo 5tnt hil med· 
ici ..... mo .. to take Ure 01 my oict , ud Ad· 
... 1. and mule3 all the .. a, 10 Chico to bring 
my pcoplt left dying on the ,rail- and heTe 
n hoyt .e-m.oined ..... " sin«. 

Ar~ Oft haM no_/ No, myb.othe., no. 
We hue not been uppy ,inc~ we lefl our 
!lome; e-..., •• ince I was •• big ~ lhat little 
UIr.JIJ rolli"K do" .. in thlt diu:h I ha'-e 
n~"er kno,.-n lught but .,11"011' and pain. 
Of:oJl the Con-Co .... once as thick as tbe 
gre.", ... ood Jt,a'"CS on lhe sid<: 0( tMt moun· 

[Jul,.. 

"in yonder, only Itnnl)" br: .. eo remain, .. ith 
the ", ... /ri .• ". and the "",,·w K'''O tifMS 
t .. tnty in III But .. t Ire rIIOrt contented 
and betlt. ~;'ficd no .. Ih.n we ha,..., ~ 
been .ince ... e were taken from our hOlne in 
dca. old Wd·lu-da. ~ good Ad'IIII, Bu.· 
chard, doe. c""rything for our Rood and 
gi,'CIi u. all " e want: thc IOnl" of Iny people 
as they JO 10 their daily ' asu are sad and 
oIl.en toIt-mn, bul, brother, they.,c oonl"' all 
the IIIm t . NOI many moon. ~'ill po", and 
the songs will be hushed fOlC'· ... , and the 
na"'" 0( the Con.cows"';l1 be forgollen in 
the land of thcir biTln. Hut II'lhno·no-ptm 
,,;[1 be good 10 hi. poor red chi~n . ·hen 
,hey gather t~ther again at his feet to""S 
the pni_ 0( the Greot Spi.it up ther .. 
While Chief, in the blue land of the Iws, 
where)"ou :lnd I .. ill perha"" meetq:.in. 

• • • • • • 
Tberc "'crc at tht time these {aclI were 

'.'''''Ted, on the Reservation and number<>d 
I_g the Con--Co .... _ twenty-li« Che· 
CI~ Indi"n .. who co"", from Yankee Hill • 
in Butte County, about t.....,l"" or fourteen 
miles euI of Con·eo .. Valley. The ene-ItS­
"""" .eltmble the Con-Cow, "c'y much in 
,i.e, manntro, and ~ntrll appur:anCf, and 
they af¢, in ...... lity. a branch or oll"·.hoot 0( 

the Con Cow fan.ily. When these Last ""c'" 
liken to the Mendocino Reoemuion, thc 
Che-es«es re","ined in theiT n:\live ho'"e 
for _ ~ .. :aflenrudo among tltt .. hi~ 
by .. hom they ,..cre kf\O"A-n as the Ylnk~ 
H ill l ruj;"n .. 

In the ... mm~. 01 .863 I .. hite woman 
..... wounOod or killed by some of the Mill 
C....,k Indians in that oicinity, and the occur· 
rence created a Mrong e><cittm~nt amOltg the 
.·hite inhabitaPII oIlhe ..... ounding country . 
It I ppearJ that they l ... bortd und er the im· 
preosion tNu the Cht-fl-Sefl had do"" tht 
deed, ... r;t,u the exciwnent ino;.eawd . nd the 
new. sprud. tltt .. hitea assembled JOInt five 
or l ilt hundred in number, with tbe •• owed 
Intention of unlhiloti"S the tn,i", tribe, 
which, atthu limf, numbered fully fOIl' hun· 
dTCd. 

TItt """,!DaMe' of Yankee Hill in tbose 
day. "II one ~l ichKl Welsh, wbo ..... "cry 
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much f~'JI"<I«I and likw lmon~ and by the 
Indian .. and be must have bttn a worthy 
man, fo, even nn ... I~·.h·. y~ars aiten<ard, 
.he Che·u-see~ remen,be. and speak of him 
.. ilh Ihe grUI~$l ~ffection. WeI.h IVa. posi· 
I;,·. Ihat none of Ihese India,.. had commit· 
tw Ihe deed or Nn.iived al il: and he lold 
lbem 10 galher Mar hi' hou.e, and thaI when 
the .... ·hil~. came h. would Iry and convince 
them Ilt:olthey ... ere af •• r the ~·rong Indian •. 
The Cbe-es-sec< had so much faith in his 
.. ord, th31 they did at he wioh<:d, inllead of 
""a".ring ODd remainino: in hiding in th~ 
.. 00& a, the)· inlendC'd doing al r,,..t. 

The next day Ihe .. Ulefl came in a body 
fully armed. Upon arri .. ing nur Ihe liul. 
po"-otlic. Ihey were mel by Welsh, .. ho n· 
po!ltul •• ed ,,·ilh them, and eame51ly atked 
them not to kill, nOI only innocent men and 
women, bm allio lillie children. It i. prol"'. 
ble, hom Ihe India n ,""counl of the mau~, 
Ihal had i, 1101 been for him .he Indians 
would have been killed a. once, and Ih. ma,· 
tel In,~stig:>ted afle,wa,d, as "·a. unfo.tu· 
"a1ely 100 often the cue in those do)·. in 
mauer, of that kind b<.1 l<een the ... hit.., ~nd 
Indian.. His enlrellies and l'my~,.. It:od a 
gre~, .ffecl, despite Ih~ animosilY of some 
of tbe whites_ es,,"cially, as tbe India"" ,ay, 
that of l man named Jlmes, who ... a. tbe 
,nO\I pcflim,nl in hi' e"deaw)T$ \0 e,ci,c 
the I"('5t of the .. hite .. and 10 make Ihem he­
lie, .. Ihal Ihe Indian. had commilted Ihe 
d.ed, a nd thai they should be all killed 3t 
on~e. Welsh "'a. not only elO<luent in hi. 
.emarkt in Ihe behalf of humanity, bll' he 
.. ;u fully.u mu~h in earne$\ in his ac,ion.; 
alone time he b. ... :d hi. breast .nd lold the 
.... hi Ie. that he WM so fully con .. inced of Ihe 
innocence of the Indian. that they mighl kill 
him fi rst, fOT they "·ere no moreguilt~ in the 
C:l5e tluln he .. .,... Finally, he lurned 10 Uh· 
Ie· ..... , the chief of the tribe, and told him 10 
fonn hi. ~pl~ in a long ';ngl~ line, eacb 10 

boar lhe ca,eful ""Ntiay of tile whit ... ; .dd· 
ing that he wu so pooitive of Ihei, inn""ence, 
thol i( any of them, men o. women, should 
quail or evince the 1= sign of guilt, h. wag 

.. illino: thaI they should all die and he with 
them. 

T he inspection, examination, ot ... hate.w 
it maybe called, la.ted m()f(' than t,,"" bou ... 
and the feel ing> of Ihe IIOOT Indians in this 
terrific .u.pcnse bet .. een life and dealh may 
P",hal'" be imagined; yel Iheir inlensily can 
hardly be realiled, ucepl by a reprieved 
criminal who has had Ihe haher around his 
neck, and h •• already lasted all Ihe biuer· 
ne,. of de3th. At last, ho .. ·ev(T, some of 
the wh it"" in,i.,ed_ .. ·;lh how much truth 
.. e are unable 10 "..,enain_ thal tll"Y recog· 
nized four Ind;"'." among tbe Ifibe who had 
been seen in the vicinity at aboul tne lime 
the deed was done. Tltese four ~re led 
back ""me hund.ed )"",d .. and .. ·ith the;, 
hands liC'd ~utely ... ere lold lo.tand · up 
for execulion, .. b;l ~ Ihe while. relreated 
.ome Ihirty or fOfly yards, Ihe hetter 10 lire 
ou them. AI the fi", ,·olley, 1"'0 of ,he In· 
dian. fell (o . .. a,d on their (ace. dead . The 
other t .. o, their strength more Ihan dOllbled 
by de.p<rir, broke by a powerful c/fofl tbe 
rope. .. ith which Iheir hand . .. ·ere tied, and 
ran loward 'he whil", inslud uf a .. ay from 
lhem, rushed in a lnong Ihem, and by doub· 
ling here and theTe upon Ih~ir tracks, con­
fuoed them 100 mu~h that they refrained from 
firing for fear of shOOlinl: one anoth, ... ; and 
incTedible as it may appear, Ihe 1 .. 0 Indhn. 
=I",d from among al k:1tS1 ~.·e hundred 
infurialed .. biles. One of the.., Indians, a 
Con-Co .. , died SOme yea .. a~er ... ard On the 
Bidwell ranch "eaT Chico, and the .olher ;, 
$Ii11 living on the reserv;ttion, . ·ith a.Lullet 
hole in his shoolder just belo .. Ihe neck and 
a mUliiated foot, as th~ tokens of his narrow, 
and in ract, almosl miraculous escape . 

Very soon after thi.-some months as 
nearly as we can approximate-some of ,It.,., 
same Mill Cn:ek Indiaru, who had l.>een 
guilty of the murder of the ... hite woman, 
$I01e a liltle whil~ boy ,,·bo had wandered a 
short distanc~ away from hom", and Ih. "xas· 
I",rated settle", det",mined thllt, this time, 
no .ntrea,i .. on the part of any one mould 
prevent them from putting a stop to crimes 
of Ih.t nature by killing all the I ndians Ib"Y 
came &Crog. Word having hccn scnt in Ihe 
night \0 Miclt:oel Welsh, he sent (0. the 
chief of tbe Che-es-see. al once, and lOW 
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him that, fully convinced 05 he ~ •• tbal lite 
stea.ling had been d,me by some of Ill<: other 
Indians, it would be be.t for hi' tribe 10 
leave Yankee Hill immediatel)', and go and 
join the Con·eo .... on the Bidwell . anch 
for .. fety; and that, in the rneanlime, Super­
intendent Ibn';"n would be advised of the 
state of affairs, and thai he would protect 
them if he could. 

So the tribe g:>lhercd together thai night 
and started for -Chico, and for II IOIlJl ume 
remained hidden a~'3y along the Sacramento 
' ;""', until lhe excitement died a...,.y .. ith 

time. When the Con-Co ... came 10 the 
Nome·Cult Reservation in Round Valley. 
ih tlLlt long summer march during which 
so nuny died of dise~se and of nllt, Ihe 
Che-cs-secs came wilh them, and have re­
mained e,-e. ,;nce thereon 3$ part of the Last 
remaining Con-C" ...... 

I cannot vouch for the truth of aU tbe pat_ 
ticulars of this episode, but it .... told me by 
Vh-Ieoma, the ch ief of the tribe; and hi. 
eam~5t and tnJthful manner, \og",ltet with 
hi' good reputation, impressed me 00 much 
that I believe .very word of his nalT3tive. 

A. C. foUl;'" 
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