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CAMP FIRE

Recovery meeting
planned near Oroville

Staff reports

OROVILLE » Another Camp
Fire recovery meeting is
being hosted by the Yan-
kee Hill Fire Safe Council
at 1 p.m. Saturday Jan. 5 at
Spring Valley School, 2771
Pentz Road.

The meeting will pro-
vide Camp Fire victims
an opportunity to get in-
formation and ask ques-

tions of representatives of
FEMA and the state Office
of Emergency Services.
Butte County Supervi-
sor Bill Connelly, who rep-
resents the Concow and
Yankee Hill areas, will
be in attendance, accord-
ing to Brenda Rightmyer,
Butte County Fire Recov-
ery Team ombudsman and
managing director of Yan-
kee Hill Fire Safe Council.
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Help for Camp Fire survivor

The Rotary Club of Oroville, due to donations made to Rotary District 5180, has
formed a Camp Fire Relief committee to help meet some immediate and long-term
needs of Camp Fire survivors who apply for assistance. Larry Hopper lost two homes
in Concow and had no insurance. He is starting over on his property and expects
clearance on his well shortly. He needed storage and with donations, the Rotary

Club of Oroville was able to purchase a 1,200-gallon tank. At a recent meeting are
Rotarians Ed Gredvig, Amy Jernigan, Bruce Spangler, Camp Fire survivor Larry Hopper
of Concow; Dean Gurr, president, Rotary Club of Oroville; and Bryan Flicker, Rotary
Camp Fire Relief Committee chairman.
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WEATHER

Evacuation warning issued for Pulga

Staff reports

PULGA » The Butte County
Sheriff’s Office has issued
an evacuation warning for
the community of Pulga
because of the potential for
flooding in the area.

The Sheriff’s Office said
the warning will stand from
10 p.m. Tuesday through 7
a.m. Thursday.

Residents in the Pulga
area are advised to head for
higher ground beforehand,
the Sheriff’s Office said.

The evacuation warning
comes after the National
Weather Service issued a
flood watch for Butte County,
including in the areas af-
fected by the Camp Fire.

The flood watch is in ef-
fect from 4 p.m. Wednesday

through Thursday morning.

A flood watch indicates
the possibility of flooding,
which could become life
threatening.

People in the affected ar-
eas, or those who are near
waterways downstream
from affected areas, should
be prepared to flee toward
higher ground in the event
of heavy rainfall, an evacua-

tion notice or evidence of soil
instability.

The Sheriff’s Office said
residents, utility workers
and others in the Camp
Fire burn area should be
prepared to take immedi-
ate action to reach higher
ground if necessary. People
should call 9-1-1 should they
see any evidence of soil in-
stability or debris flows.
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EVACUEE CREATES
SURVIVOR MURALS

CAMPFIRE

Rob Fogle poses with his phoenix mural in Concow which he created as a symbol of hope for Camp Fire survivors

ByRisaJohnson
rivhnson@chicoer.com
@risamjohnson on Twitter

coNcow » Rob Fogle, a
38-yvear-old artist from
Wilmington, North Caro-
lina, packed up his van a
few months ago after his
home was majorly damaged
by Hurricane Florence and
headed for Butte County.

His main goal was Lo cre-
ate some murals in major
California cities including
L.A. and Oakland to get more
exposure, but guickly his mis-
sion changed when the Camp
Fire broke out on Nov. 8.

“I came out and tried very
hard to paint in a verv popu-
lated city so evervbody could
see il because, vou know —
gianl murals, big street art
— it works for me as a hill-
board,” Fogle said. “But then
when this came aboul, all
of a sudden, il was like, ‘Tt
looks like my purpose is dif-
ferent.”

Fogle consulted with his
longtime friend, Concow
resident Anthony Colombo,
and the two settled on an

Wilmington, N.C., says “Rise Again!” Fogle, a survivor of
Hurricane Florence, wanted to create something to inspire
Camp Fire survivors.

image and a location. Fogle
would spray paint a color-
ful phoenix on the wall of a
dilapidated train bridge in
Concow, a popular swim-
ming spot for locals in the
summer,

This was a place likely
few people would see, but

the piece would be for them
— the community members
— nol for him.

“T like to think that art is
a kind of healing art form, if
used right,” he said.

The small, rural com-
munity of Concow in Butte
Counly was devastated by

the Camp Fire, along with
the towns of Paradise and
Magalia. More than 18,000
structures burned and al
least 86 people were killed
in the wildfire.

Colombo described his
community as one that is
tight-knit, resilient and
full of “mountain folk.” His
home and farm survived
unscathed, but most of his
friends and neighbors lost
everything,

“Tt was one thing we could
do for them,” Colombo said.

Fogle said he generally
takes a few months oul of
a year to do an East Coast
road trip, painting murals
along the way, and that he
wanted Lo replicate his tra-
dition in California for a
long time. He said he usu-
ally makes an effort to get
the approval of the property
owner when he wants to do
a mural but admitted that
he did not get permission in
this case,

“I felt like the intentions
were good, so T went for it,”
he said.

MURALS » PAGE 8
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Murals
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Fogle said he has received
an outpouring of support
from people who have seen
the phoenix either in per-
son or on social media. He
got an offer from the owner
of Scooter’s Cafe in Oro-
ville, which is temporarily
closed due to fire damage,
to do another Camp Fire-in-
spired mural inside which
he just wrapped up.

That one features a mo-
toreyclist with a phoenix on
his jacket, with a forest fire
in the rear view mirror.

“I kind of wanted to sig-
nify that the fire’s behind us
and we’re moving forward
now,” he said.

Fogle said he camped
in his van near the phoe-
nix mural for about two
weeks until it was finished.
It was cold, but things went
smoothly for the most part
— besides a run-in with poi-
son oak.

“It got to a point where I
had to tape my eyes open,
because they swelled up so
bad,” he said. “We’ll just
leave it at that ... that was
a journey.”

Contact reporter Risa
Johnson at 530-896-7763.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

Rob Fogle, an artist from Wilmington, N.C., recently
finished a mural inside Scooters Cafe, which is temporarily
closed due to damage from the Camp Fire.



CAMP FIRE

"Severely
impacted:
barriers to
housing

By RisaJohnson
rjohnson@chicoer.com
@risamjohnson on Twitter

CHICO » It was obvious from the first days of the
Camp Fire that finding housing for the victims
in Butte County was going to be a nightmare.

Before the fire broke out on Nov. 8 and spread
through the communities of Butte Creek Canyon,
Paradise, Magalia and Concow, leaving devasta-
tion in its wake, the housing vacancy rate was
just 1.5 to 2.5 percent. Now it’s basically zero,
says Ed Mayer, executive director of the Butte
County Housing Authority. That is compounded
by hotels and apartments being filled up as well.

At least 50 people remain inside at the Red
Cross shelter, though the county and state tried to
get everyone out by Thursday, because they don'’t
have another immediate, stable housing option.

“We’ve gone from impacted to severely, se-
verely impacted,” Mayer said.

The housing situation in the county is so bleak,
that Mayer refers to it as “the second disaster”
after the wildfire which Kkilled at least 86 peo-
ple and destroyed over 14,000 homes. While sup-
port in terms of donations and volunteers has
been overwhelming, the one major need isn’t be-
ing met.

“We need housing units,” he said. “We need a
lot of housing stock. That’s the one thing we need

HOUSING » PAGE 4
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that we don’t have.”

Housing affordability
is also a different story in
Chico, the largest city in the
area, and the closest to Par-
adise. The town of Paradise
was home to a significant
population of older people
and people with low or very
low income levels.

“If you lived on edge, you
could edge around in Para-
dise,” he said.

As for affordable hous-
ing development, obviously
needed now more than ever,
there isn’t likely to be a mass
of developments to meet the
high demand anytime soon.
Mayer said that on average,
it takes 3-7 years to complete
a project 50-100 units in size.

He said the amount of
state regulations are a big
hindrance, but noted that
some proposals from new
Gov. Gavin Newsom should
help.

“It’s really hard to build
housing in this state,” Mayer
said. “Everything is stacked
against you.”

When it comes down toit,
people in temporary hous-
ing situations like a friend’s
couch or family member’s
spare bedroom will probably
be forced to leave the area,
he said. Many of the Hous-
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Xena relaxes on a bed at the Red Cross shelter as people

try to figure out what’'s next for them Jan. 23. At least 50
people remain inside at the Red Cross shelter at the Silver
Dollar Fairgrounds in Chico.

ing Authority’s clients from
Paradise have relocated all
across the western states,
Mayer said.

What'’s being
done about it

While new housing de-
velopments can’t go up
overnight, it’s not all doom
and gloom.

The Chico City Council
has approved development
impact fee reductions and
is working to accelerate
the production of accessory
dwelling units, or ADUs,
also known as “granny”
or in-law units. Adding to
that inventory can help ad-
dress the need for low rent,

2-1-2019
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one- or two-bedroom rent-
als, said Chico Mayor Ran-
dall Stone.

“That still is a sweet spot
for units,” Stone said.

He acknowledged this
would only make a small
dent in the demand for
housing — maybe an addi-
tional 100-150 ADUs built
this year — but it could
help.

Stone said one of the ma-
jor challenges currently is
identifying land appropri-
ate for temporary housing
such as trailers and mobile
housing units.

“We have a real es-
tate problem,” Stone said.
“That’s the tightest bottle-
neck.”

So far, one possibility in
north Chico was shot down
by residents, but Stone said
negotiations for other loca-

tions are continuing with
the Federal Emergency
Management Agency.

“They’re fruitful dis-
cussions,” Stone said.

Up to 350 FEMA trail-
ers in Gridley are being
made available to Camp
Fire evacuees. There are
also 12 trailers at Rolling
Hills Casino near Corn-
ing.

Housing prices have
risen, but the county and
cities in Butte County have
been able to protect rent-

ers by passing ordinances
placing a moratorium on
rental rate increases ex-
ceeding 10 percent.

Caseworkers are working
with the people remaining
at the Red Cross shelter to
identify the next best sta-
ble, safe housing option for
them. A $1 million donation
from the Butte Strong Fund
is helping remove barriers
to finding that next best op-
tion, by helping with rent,
for example.

While the city of Chico,
sort of a big sister to Par-
adise, can be influential
— after all, public back-
lash against processing de-
bris in the city stopped the
state’s plan in its tracks —
the city is only in control of
its own jurisdiction, Mayor
Stone noted.

“We are not in the driv-
er’s seat,” Stone said. “We
are not even in the back
seat quite yet.”

Contact reporter Risa
Johnson at 530-896-7763.
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A natiomwoide effort

Jim Matus, Pacific Central No. 2 Area director,
presented Jay and Louise Nicholson with a $3,000
check from the Vintage Chevrolet Club of America,
California Fire Relief Fund during Sierra View Region’s
January meeting. Shortly after the Camp Fire and the
Southern California fire, the VCCA National President,
Jim Gebhardt and area directors, Jim Matus and Jim
Karras, formed the Fire Relief Fund for members that
lost homes. Members from throughout the country
donated to help their Vintage Chevrolet Club families.
The Sierra View Region had six members affected and
each received, or will receive, $3,000. The group is still
searching for fellow member John Miller, who lost his
home in Magalia.
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$17B in FEMA funds in jeopardy

New rules: No RVs or temporary housing on
property until cleanup is complete

By Robin Epley

repley@chicoer.com

PARADISE » Emotions and tem-
pers ran high Monday morning
as the Paradise Town Council
held an open, emergency meet-
ing before voting on a new ordi-
nance that would make it illegal
for Camp Fire survivors to live in
recreational vehicles on property
with burned debris.

The decision comes a little
more than a week after the Town
Council and the Butte County
Board of Supervisors were in-
formed that the previously-passed
ordinances that allowed residents
to live in RVs more than 100 feet
from debris could jeopardize the
$1.7 billion in Federal Emergency
Management Agency funding ear-
marked for debris removal.

RULING » PAGE 8

AT AGLANCE

What happened: The Para-
dise Town Council and Butte
County Board of Supervisors
made it illegal for fire survi-
vors to live in RVs on property
with bumed debris.

What it means: Residents
who live in RVs on their prop-
erty will have to move,

Why: FEMA told Paradise
and Butte County that having
residents on properties could
jeopardize $1.7billion in fed-
eral money.

Similar decision: Unincorporated areas face
same rules as Paradise property owners

By Robin Epley

repley@chicoer.com

OROVILLE » The emergency meet-
ing at the Butte County Board
of Supervisors on Monday after-
noon was different in nearly every
way from the earlier emergency
meeting at Town Hall in Paradise
though the result was the same.
It was also no less important
to the people of unincorporated

Butte County who showed up to
express their frustration.

The crowd was much smaller,
with fewer outbursts, and gen-
erally a note of sadness hung
over the proceedings in Oroville,
where anger, frustration and yell-
ing had been dominant in Para-
dise.

The second meeting of the day
was held to address much of the

DECISION » PAGES

Decision

same issue — the Paradise
Town Council and the Butte
County Board of Supervi-
sors were recently informed
that the previously-passed
emergency housing ordi-
nances (that allowed res-
idents to live in RVs more
than 100 feet from debris)
could jeopardize the $1.7
billion in Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency
reimbursement money that
has been promised for de-
bris removal — totaling 75
percent of the more than $2
billion cost of cleanup.
Butte County Health Of-
ficer Dr. Andy Miller was
present, and spoke regard-
ing the announcement he
made back in late Novem-
ber, warning that the fire
debris and ash was unsafe
to live near. Miller and the
Butte County Office of Pub-
lic Health have continued
to stand by this statement

since then; Communica-
tions Manager Lisa Alma-
guer said Monday, “That
has been the health depart-
ment’s stance this whole
time.”

It’s this warning from a
local official that the Fed-
eral Emergency Manage-
ment Agency is using as the
hinge upon which the fund-
ing rests — as the Board of
Supervisors explained to-
day, FEMA’s reasoning is
that if people return to a
disaster area, then the haz-
ard to their health from
the debris must not be bad
enough to require their re-
imbursement money.

“My empathy is with ev-
eryone who had been im-
pacted by this, it’s awful,”
said Supervisor Bill Con-
nelly. “None of us on this
board, we’re not like this;
we don’t like to put people
out.”

“It’s just one of those aw-
ful things that’s forced upon
you when you're elected,
you have to do a job, look-
ing at the overall picture

and that’s a great deal of
money that FEMA’s going
to reimburse us,” he said.

Several residents of Ma-
galia, Concow and other
affected areas spoke, many
were concerned with the
health risks associated
with moving back — even
though new rules and reg-
ulations allow for people
to live in unaffected homes
on property with burned
debris.

Susan Clinton was one of
several speakers, she asked
the board why people can't
live on a large parcel, far
from debris, but her daugh-
ter’s school has reopened,
surrounded by ash, debris
and other destruction.

“We’re not gonna notice
this in a yvear from now,”
Clinton said. “We’re gonna
notice this in 30 years from
now. If our Kids are exposed
to that, what then?”

Supervisor Tami Ritter
said that she would like to
see the county ask charities
like the North Valley Com-
munity Foundation to help

residents who will be dis-
placed again.

“They did what they were
supposed to do. They fol-
lowed the rules. They ap-
plied for the permits,” Rit-
ter said. “(They’re) now be-
ing penalized and I think
this is a really appropriate
use of those funds that have
been donated.”

Despite the evident mis-
givings and frustration the
board had with the situ-
ation at hand, the vote to
amend the urgency ordi-
nance passed with four out
of five votes, with Supervi-
sor Doug Teeter phoning in
from Port St. Lucie, Florida,
for the vote, and Supervisor
Debra Lucero absent.

The portion of Butte
County Code Chapter 53
that allowed residents to
reside in temporary dwell-
ings on residential property
has been removed, all other
portions will remain as they
were.

Contact reporter Robin
Epley at 530.896.7776.
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Ruling

The new urgency ordi-
nance, No. 575, replaces
Urgency Ordinance No.
573, and changes who is
allowed to be on property
with burned debris before
removal and when.

Under Ordinance No. 573
passed in December, resi-
dents living in temporary
housing — RVs and trail-
ers — with a qualifying de-
stroyed structure for de-
bris removal would be able
to live on the property up
until the time of clean up,
then leave during debris re-
moval, and then be allowed
to return.

The new ordinance, No.
575, passed Monday, says
no one living in tempo-
rary housing can live on
property with a qualify-
ing burned structure un-
til the debris is removed
— they can only return to
their property with an RV
or trailer after it’s certified
clean.

Paradise Town Manager
Lauren Gill said she was
hesitant to put a time stamp
on it, but that cleanup and
soil samples could take any-
where from several weeks
to a few months to be com-
pleted.

The issue at hand stems
from a warning Butte

County Health Officer Andy
Miller made back in late
November, warning that the
fire debris area was unsafe
to live near.

The Paradise Town Coun-
cil says it made the emer-
gency ordinances with that
knowledge, and the origi-
nal urgency ordinance was
given the OK by a FEMA
representative.

Less than two weeks
ago, FEMA’s Federal Coor-
dinating Officer David Sa-
maniego told California Of-
fice of Emergency Services
Acting Deputy Director Eric
Lamoureux that if Paradise
and Butte County allowed
residents to reoccupy their
property prior to fire debris
and hazardous materials
being removed, they would
be contradicting the coun-
ty’s own health officials.

That contradiction could
nullify the terms of FEMA’s
reimbursement offer of $1.7
billion.

Lamoureux, in turn, no-
tified the town council and
the board of supervisors,
and both bodies immedi-
ately stopped issuing utility
pull permits the next day.

However, approximately
100 residents in Paradise,
and about 30 in the unin-
corporated county area,
had already been issued
pull permits for their RVs
and trailers before then.

Town Manager Lauren
Gill said they are hoping

to have those 100-plus resi-
dents be the first to receive
debris removal services,
and the town is in the pro-
cess of negotiating with the
Paradise Alliance Church
and with nearby state parks
to house the RVs until that
process is completed.

“I hate making this deci-
sion,” said councilor Mike
Zuccolillo, calling the sit-
uation “illogical and quite
frankly, stupid.”

“We've got to get our
town cleaned up, and I feel
like we have a financial gun
to our head,” he said.

Tensions ran high at the
podium too, as resident
after resident took to the
stand to voice concern, an-
ger, frustration and sadness
at yet another roadblock in
front of their recovery —
with many asking why a
FEMA representative was
not present to answer ques-
tions. More than 200 resi-
dents and concerned citi-
zens were present, filling
the small chambers and
spilling out into the hall.

Part of the confusion and
frustration with FEMA’s re-
quirement is that RVs are
not allowed to be on haz-
ardous properties until the
property is cleaned, but
residents with houses that
survived can remain liv-
ing there, in any proxim-
ity, while debris cleanup
occurs. Additionally, res-
idents with RVs may re-

turn once their property
is cleaned, but the status
of their neighbor’s prop-
erty has no bearing — even
if they are living closer to
that debris than their own.

“I'm asking you not to
throw the people of this
town into the cold in the
middle of winter,” said
resident Ben Walker. “If
the option is to choose fed-
eral money to rebuild the
town, or the people to re-
build the town — choose
the people.”

Several members of the
audience demanded the
right to speak after the of-
ficial public comment pe-
riod was over, and with the
encouragement of councilor
Steve Crowder, Paradise
Mayor Jody Jones allowed
additional time to hear
from several more. One au-
dience member was asked
to leave toward the end as
he shouted, “They don’t
dictate us!” and “Make the
right decision!” as he was
escorted out.

Each of the five council
members seemed deeply
conflicted and emotional
about the vote, many spoke
on the verge of tears and
anger with the decision
that was in front of them,
but ultimately, the repeal
and replacement ordinance
passed unanimously.

Contact reporter Robin
Epley at 530.896.7776.




Chico Enterprise Record
2-6-2019

NVCF grants nearly
$SI80K for Camp Fire relief

Money will go to schools, the town and local organizations

By Risa Johnson
rjohnson@chicoer.com
@risamjohnson on Twitter

cHIco » The North Valley
Community Foundation
is granting approximately
$178,394 to several groups
providing relief to Camp
Fire survivors.

Funds are going toward
everything from schools,
to the town of Paradise,
to a group hosting nonde-
nominational celebration
of life services on Nov. 8
for the people who died in
the fire. The latest round
of grants bring the total of
Camp Fire relief funds dis-
tributed to more than $1.6

million.

More details on the al-
location of the money in
grants awarded on Fri-
day:
= The group hosting cel-
ebration of life ceremonies:
$11,432.

= From the Ground Up
Farms to provide gift cards
and cash cards to fire vic-
tims: $25,000.

= Yankee Hill Historical So-
ciety to provide a portable
toilet and hand-washing
station for a facility to
house community meetings
in Yankee Hill and Concow:
$3.712.

= Sierra View Elementary
School to offset costs of

supplies for new and ex-
isting students displaced
by the fire: $3,750.

= Town of Paradise for a
roadway condition assess-
ment: $24,500.

= Butte County Fire Safe
Council to “develop and
publish the California Na-
tive Plant Society Wildfire
Recovery Guide to help
with wildfire prevention™:
$15,000.

» Throwing Starfish Foun-
dation for direct assistance
for survivors: $20,000.

= Yankee Hill Fire Safe
Council for direct as-
sistance for survivors:
$25,000.

» RV4Campfirefamily for

purchasing and repair-
ing RVs to benefit those
affected by the fire:
$25,000.

= Chico Community Schol-
arship Association for
scholarships for graduat-
ing seniors for survivors:
$25,000.

The foundation also re-
cently granted $965,000
to Butte County schools
through a donation from
Ken Grossman and Katie
Gonser.

A complete list of grants
can be found at nvcf.org.

Contact reporter Risa
Johnson at 530-896-7763.
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CONCOW, Calif. — Scooter’s Cafe, a popular Concow restaurant is reopening

its doors this month after having to close during the Camp Fire.

Dan and Bonnie Salmon, the owners of Scooter's Cafe, are two hard working
restaurateurs who've survived more than one disaster over the last year. Now,

they're ready to give back to the community.

The restaurant used to be an old gas station, but was taken over by the
Salmons more than 20 years ago. Since then. it's become a popular spot with

locals and bikers for food and drink.

After narrowly surviving the Camp Fire, the cafe is almost ready to open once

again, but with some slight changes.

"We're gonna scale it back a bit because it's just gonna be a mom and pop place

again. Me and Bonnie are gonna run it all by ourselves,” Salmon said.

Excited locals have already shown up to the café in person, wondering when it

will reopen. The grand reopening is set for February 27.

"They're calling, they're Facebooking, they're saying when-when-when. It's
like, we're trying! But, you know like Dan said, the community supported us

and we're just ready to support them," Salmon said.

It's been an emotional journey for Dan and Bonnie. Dan recently survived a
battle with prostate cancer. He took the last of his medication in December of
2018. Between cancer and the Camp Fire, he and Bonnie are just happy to be

alive.

The feeling is mutual for many in the surrounding community, who haven't
forgotten Dan's delicious food, or he and Bonnie's commitment to their

neighbors.

The Salmons are still waiting to get their alcoholic beverage license transferred
back to them, and for AT&T to restore phone service to the restaurant. After

that. they said they'll be ready to serve their customers again.
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Recovering naturally
Permaculture project greens Camp Fire restoration

By Evan Tuchinsky

This article was published on 02.14.19.

On a2 recent morning, the ground still wat
from overnight rain and tha air chillad but
still, Matthaw Trumm survayad a
straightaway of Honey Run Road. Tha Camp
Fire had whipped through this part of Butte
Craak Canyonthree months =arlier; soms
houses burned, others remained.

Trumm, a local designer certified in the
ecological principles of permaculture, sirode
toward a property frontad by bamboo, vhere
ha'd met tha ownar previously. Saveral
clusters stood tall—some rods gre=n, some
fan, some yellower; none singed. Back and to
tha side, heat-mangled metal lay pilad amid
tha remnants of a home.
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Through the canyon, throughout the Ridge
and Concov: areas, Trumm has s22n such
juxtapositions of survival and destruction. Ha
can cit2 a raason in casas likas this: Bamboo
is naturally flame-resistant, so stalks planted
in rows can act like a fire break. Ind=2d, a
n=ighboring structure with a2 wood fenca
bzhind a wall of bamboo app=ared
untouched. Matthew Trumim shows a spot in Butte Creek Canyon
where bamboo acted as a fire break.
So, as residents in Butte County’s burn zones PHOTO BY EVAN TUCHINSKY
racovar, he firmly belizves in environmentally
rootad solutions.
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Get connected:

For more about tha Camp Fire Restoration Project, visit
Treetop Permaculture’s Faczbook page
(@ttpermaculture), which includes links to events and a
project group page.

"It's so important if we'r2 going fo rebuild
thase ar=as that we give evarybody all the
tools that are available to them,” Trumm said.

Toward that end, he’s spearheading tha Camp
Fire Restoration Project, an effort to hzlp
privatz proparty ownars and public agencies
apply permaculture fo restoring damaged
lands.




Trumm—who’s based in Berry Creek with a

business, Treetop Permaculture, in Oroville—

has prominent environmentalists on board,

including soil biologist Elaine Ingham. The . .

Soil Foodweb School, an agricultural CthO N@WS & RGVIGW
cooperative she pioneered, confirmed

Ingham’s involvement, replying to the CN&R 2-14-2019

that she’s “definitely endorsing” the project
and “giving some advice,” though “her direct
involvement on the ground is pending.”
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The endeavor itself is in its infancy.

Ultimately, Trumm envisions experts such as

Ingham and permaculturist Penny Livingston-

Stark, of the Regenerative Design Institute in

Bolinas, training local citizens and public

officials—first in classrooms, then at a base

camp built in a burn area. Organizers would

deliver the resources required to restore the

landscape in a sustainable way, such as seed, biochar, mushroom spawn and trees.

Construction and supplies cost money, of course. The Camp Fire Restoration Project launched a GoFundMe
campaign Nov. 13, five days after the fire, to raise $100,000; as of early February, 53 people had
contributed a total of $3,225. Nonetheless, Trumm and his group have embarked on phase one: setting up
three staging areas for deploying restoration materials and helping residents on properties.

The staging areas, each around a quarter acre, are in Butte Creek Canyon, Paradise and the
Concow/Yankee Hill area. Teams currently are distributing waddles (for erosion-control fencing), straw
bales (gardening) and wood chips (ground cover); Trumm hopes the offerings expand when supplies get
replenished.

“Creating the model is the most important thing with all this,” he said. "I tell everyone, ‘We're late to the
party.’ We're coming in on the back end—we're scrambling to try to get things done here....

“We're basically calling for this area to be a hub, a melting pot, for all of the world’s technologies in
sustainable design and ways to think about rebuilding in a way where we're rebuilding with nature and the
climatic realities we have.”

Permaculture centers on designing with ecosystems in mind. Practitioners—another locally is Rosa Maicas,
founder of the Permafunk Institute in Chico—incorporate features that mimic natural systems. (See
“Integrated living,” Greenways, March 15, 2015.)

Trumm pointed to fire safety, food security, water supply and climate as four major considerations in
planning a wildfire rebuild. In permaculture design, those translate to—among other things—natural fire
breaks, plant selection, irrigation and shade.

Trumm's interest transcends land restoration, even if that’s a considerable focus of the Camp Fire
Restoration Project. He's invited Miguel Elliott from Living Earth Structures in Petaluma, specializing in cob
and adobe construction, to visit and discuss ideas for the local rebuild. Cob building combines clay and
straw into a plaster that becomes a ceramic when exposed to high heat.

"I would welcome a fire for one of my houses,” Elliott said by phone. "Some people intentionally burn their
[cob] homes to make them stronger.”

Coating wood with the earthen material is another option for fire resistance. Elliott plans to demonstrate
his techniques locally at a workshop in August. For this and other sessions, Trumm hopes to secure
classroom space at Butte College.

“Our biggest thing,” Trumm said, “[is] we're looking at alternative, sustainable design models for homes.”

Whatever the choice, he hopes it's made with ecology in mind. Trumm has a detailed explanation of the
cause of California’s wildfire epidemic: Boiled down, it’s that we’ve separated animals—fuel-reducing
grazers, but also ourselves—from traditional interactions with the wild environment.

“We've been able to tidy up the world to a point where we don’t feel [as if] we're a part of nature,” he said.
“Unfortunately, we stay so disconnected most of our lives that we live in that comfort zone, we become
compartmentalized from it.

“But it's events like this that wake us up, [show] that nature is right there and if we don’t start thinking
about how to design ourselves into nature, she’s going to come with a fury.”
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A mural Is painted on a wall standing in the ruins of Paradise as snow covers the town on Feb. 5. In the 100days since the
Camp Fire destroyed Paradise and much of Magalia, Concow and Butte Creek Canyon, survivors are finding ways to express
themselves and look toward rebuilding.

By Robin Epley
repley@chicoer.com

As the one month anni-
versary to the Camp Fire
loomed in December of last
year, the Chico Enterprise-
Record looked at impacts
of the fire that included the
donations and help pouring
into our community, re-pop-
ulation, the shelters (both
official and unofficial) that
had sprung to life seemingly
overnight and, of course, the
nascent plans and hopes of
the community to rebuild.

Months later, many of
those issues are still at the
forefront of recovery efforts,
with ever-shifting goals
and roadblocks to recovery
and success. Survivors have
learned to take each day asit

comes, changing plans with
each new challenge.

Now, 100 days after the
worst fire in California his-
tory, we're revisiting those
same eight topics, to eval-
uate where our community
is in the recovery process —
and just how far we have to

0.

Search for missing

At its peak, the list of
missing issued by the Butte
County Sheriff’s Office was
more than 1,300 names long,.
Now, there are just the two
people unaccounted for.

So far, the death toll
stands at 85, and the Butte
County Sheriff’s Office has
conclusively identified the
remains of 73 people. Those
names have already been

released to the public, and
their lives and legacies are
chronicled in an ongoing
project in the Enterprise-Re-
cord — a project that aims to
honor every life lost with a
front page obituary.

Until every last victim
has been named, many feel
as though the trauma of the
fire continues.

Repopulation

Though thousands of sur-
vivors have chosen to say
goodbye to their homes (or
what remained of them),
many have also chosen to
stay and rebuild.

All evacuation orders in
the burn scar were lifted by
mid-December. Survivors
who chose to return found
themselves faced with a

new conundrum — to stay
on their property during
cleanup, or to find other ac-
commodations until it was
feasible to live there again.
Very real fears of toxicity in
the ashes and environment
have plagued Butte Coun-
ty’s residents, with some in
nearby cities like Oroville
staging protests at the pos-
sibility of moving contami-
nated debris to sites in their
cities for sorting and re-
moval.

Thousands of people
signed up for debris removal
services through the Califor-
nia Office of Emergency Ser-
vices and the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency
with the understanding that
they could live on their prop-
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erty before and after (but
not during) debris removal.

That process hit a snag
nearly two weeks ago when
FEMA announced the
town of Paradise and Butte
County may not be eligible
for more than $1.7 billion
in reimbursement if home-
owners live on debris re-
moval-eligible property in
temporary housing (but not
if they're living in a house,
to the confusion and frus-
tration of many sarvivors)
before removal occurs.

The Paradise Town Coun-
cil and the Butte County
Board of Supervisors scram-
bled to adjust emergency or-
dinances and to make plans
for the more than 130 peo-
ple who had received util-
ity pull permits and were
already living on their for-
mer properties, to the dis-
may and anger of hundreds
who showed up to protest at
a Town Council meeting in
early February.

Shelters

The last Red Cross shelter
in Butte County closed Fri-
day at the Silver Dollar Fair-
grounds, where it moved in
January, consolidating what
was left of several official
Red Cross shelters across
the county.

As of Tuesday, 63 RVs
were still parked at the
fairgrounds, and those liv-
ing in them will be tran-
sitioned soon to paying a
$40 daily fee to stay there,
though some will be eligi-
ble for financial assistance
through FEMA.

The 130-phis residents
who were living on debris
removal-eligible proper-
ties in Paradise and unin-
corporated Butte County
have been invited to move
to one of a few dozen avail-
able spots for RVs in Oro-
ville or at the Paradise Al-
Tiance Church at 6491 Clark
Road, said Shelby Boston,
director of the Butte County
Department of Employment
and Social Services, at a re-
cent supervisors meeting,

It’s unknown how many
residents will take advan-
tage of the offer, since some
will have found alternate
options, Boston said.

The Silver Dollar Fair-
grounds is also making
ready to take in 61 FEMA
trailers to house evacuees,
though it will not be ready
for several weeks. The fair
board signed an 18-month
contract with FEMA effec-
tive Feb. 1 that includes a
6-month term and month-
to-month extensions for up
to an additional 12 months.

Federal and state aid

As of today, both the
Chico and Paradise Disas-
ter Recovery Centers will
be closed on weekends, stay-
ing open only Monday-Fri-
day, in Chico from 2 a.m. to
6 pm. and in Paradise from
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. They are
both slated to close March
1, though the Small Busi-

LIPO CHING — BAY AREA NEWS GROUP

Karen Frost, 76, of Oroville speaks to a reporter after
looking at the message board for missing Camp Fire
evacuees at The Neighborhood Church in Chico on Mow. 15,
2018, In the days after the fire, thousands were reported
missing, but just two people still unaccounted for as of
Wednesday, according to the Butte County Sheriff's Office

KARL MONDON— AREA NEWS GROUP

Crosses commemorate the B5victims of the Camp Fire,
the deadliest wildfire in state history, at Skyway and

Skyway Crossroad in Paradise

ness Administration will
open a Disaster Loan Out-
reach Center in both Chico
and Paradise, planned for
sometime in the next four
to eight weeks.

The last day for prop-
erty owners to sign up for
the government-sponsored
Camp Fire debris removal
program was Friday.

Property owners whohire
a private contractor for de-
bris removal can sign up for
the “alternative program”
by completing an applica-
tion and submitting a work
plan to Butte County Envi-
ronmental Health by Feb. 28,

The SBA has also ap-
proved more than $300 mil-
lion in loans for Camp Pire
survivors, including $11 mil-
lion for businesses and pri-
vate nonprofits, and 2,452
loans totaling more than
$287 million for homeown-
ers and renters.

And in January, Gov.
Gavin Newsom announced
his plan to allocate $305
million as part of his first
state budget to expand the
state’s ability to fight wild-
fires and better alert sys-
tems during future disas-
ters.

Donations

The North Valley Com-
munity Fund remains one of
the largest, long-term recov-
ery fundraisers. The group
has distributed more than
$2.2 million to community
organizations serving evac-
uees and first responders. A
recent donation of $25,000
went to the Inspire Founda-
tion, to help cover the costs
of 70 SAT and PSAT exams
for affected high school stu-
dents, and 100 AP exams.

Other groups, such as

the Fire Angels Network,
the Butte Strong Fund, and
Pacebook groups like Par-
adise Fire Adopt-A-Fam-
ily, continue efforts to help
families and individual sur-
vivors directly with gas and
gift card giveaways, tools
and more.

Schools

The Paradise Unified
School District found sites to
relocate students to in Chico,
Durham, Oroville and Mag-
alia before schools reopened
in early December.

Paradise Elementary stu-
dents and staff are getting
back to the business of edu-
cation at Bird Street School
in Oroville while Ponder-
osa Elementary students
and staff have set up shop at
Durham Elementary School
in Durham, and the Paradise
Unified school board voted
unanimouslyin December to
reopen Cedarwood Elemen-
tary Schoolin Magalia.

Oroville City Elementary
School also helped out by re-
locating its own students,
so that more than 150 stu-
dents from Paradise could
use the facility. In Durham,
the Durham Unified School
District offered nine class-
rooms for up to 250 Ponder-
osa students.

700 students from Par-
adise High School started
school again last month at
& temporary campus near
the Chico municipal airport.
Paradise High administra-
tors said they hope they can
return to their own campus,
which mostly escaped the
fire, by August.

Lawsuits

More than a dozen law-
suits had already been filed

Chico Enterprise Record
2-17-2019
page 2 of 2

by early December against
utility giant Pacific Gas &
Electric that involve more
than 430 plaintiffs. One of
the first to file was retired
Chico Police Chief Kirk
Trostle and his wife, Patri-
cia Garrison, a retired ele-
mentary principal, who are
suing PG&E for negligence.

A Camp Fire lawsuit on
behalf of 51 people and the
Paradise Community Guilds
was filed against PG&E in
San Francisco on Jan. 30.
The Paradise Community
Guilds lost its headquar-
ters, Norton Buffalo Hall,
in the fire. Most plaintiffs
in these lawsuits are su-
ing the company over dam-
aged or destroyed property,
as well as injuries sustained
in the fire.

PG&E filed for Chapter
11 bankruptey protection
on Jan. 29.

Rebuilding

It’s hard to see daily,
small steps as suceess in any
situation, but 100 days on,
Butte County has certainly
made significant progress
toward recovery.

Paradise, Magalia, Con-
cow, Butte Creek Canyon
and the surrounding areas
will never look the same way
they did on Nov. 7, the day
before the fire, but the in-
domitable spirit and deter-
mination that got the com-
munity through the first 100
days will inevitably get us
through the next 100 — and
the 100 after that.

Contact reporter Robin
Epley at 530.896.7776.
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BIDWELL PARK

Maidu village proposed for former Chico deer pen

By Laura Urseny

lurseny@chicoer.com
@LauraUrseny on Twitter

cHIcO » For decades, a fenced
area to the east of the Chico
Creek Nature Center held
deer, but now there’s a plan to
build an interactive exhibit of
a Maidu village there.

An application has been
made to the state for about $1
million in Prop. 68 funding to
cover the cost of the project.

Representatives of the city,

the Chico Area Recreation
and Park District and the lo-
cal Mechoopda tribe have been
working for months on the
project. The concept design
and budget was submitted to
the state last week, and if the
project makes the cut, the city
can expect a visit by state rep-
resentatives for further infor-
mation.

It’s an exciting concept, ac-
cording to Sandra Knight, vice
chair of the local Mechoopda
tribe, which sees the educational

benefit to be multi-layered.

To have what project coor-
dinators call a “living village”
allows young tribal members a
deeper understanding of their
culture, helped along by tribe
elders, Knight said, along with
giving the community another
resource for furthering local
history and cultural tourism.

According to the concept de-
sign, the exhibit would include
a meandering trail that would
connect aspects of the exhibit,
including a shelter — a plank

house — a native plant nurs-
ery, and interpretive displays
about the tribe. Possible dis-
plays relate to housing, food,
acorn processing, basketry
and more. The project also in-
cludes a new bathroom, better
lighting, and improved parking
area for the area adjacent to the
Chico Creek Nature Center on
East Eighth Street.

While there are many ex-
amples of John and Annie
Bidwell’s legacy — like the
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Exhibit

Bidwell Mansion — there
is little in the way of re-
membering and recogniz-
ing the Maidu, Knight said.

“There is very little to
remind people about the
tribal roots.”

Partnering

What makes this signifi-
cant, according to City Man-
ager Mark Orme, is the col-
laborative nature of the proj-
ect, which has involved the
Mechoopda tribe, CARD, the
city, Bidwell Park and Play-
ground Commission, and
others.

The city would oversee
the funding and would con-
struct the project, which is
on city-owned Bidwell Park
property.

As an affiliated tribe, the
local Mechoopda would
oversee the cultural direc-
tion and educational as-
pects. The Mechoopda are
one of several local tribes
that are Maidu.

CARD would organize the
programming and schedule
events and tours, as well as
leasing the exhibit from the
city. CARD already leases
the neighboring Nature Cen-
ter from the city.

In addition, the California
Conservation Corps would
help with clearing the over-
grown area, which lost the
last deer in 2005.

Meetings

Several community
meetings about the proj-
ect are planned, accord-
ing to Herman, including
one at 6:30 p.m. March 7
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at the Nature Center, 1968
E. Eighth St.

The project has already
received support from the
Bidwell Park and Playground
Commission, and CARD’s
board, but would need to go
through environmental re-
view and city permitting.

Park and Natural Re-
sources Manager Linda
Herman noted that Bidwell
Park’s master plan includes a
section on Cedar Grove and
the Nature Center area.

“We’ve talked about im-
provements here,” said Her-
man.

Tourism

According to CARD Gen-
eral Manager Ann Will-
mann, the recognition for
the Nature Center is grow-
ing, and a Maidu experi-
ence would be an additional

A mp of the propoed Maidu Living Village shows a plant

draw. Willmann said that
over 2018, the Nature Cen-
ter hosted 110 field trips, in-
cluding schools from Placer-

ville and Redding.

At one time the pen con-
tained 15 to 20 deer, primar-
ily rescued or collected by

government agencies. In the
‘90s, the state Department
of Fish and Wildlife (then
called Fish and Game) de-
cided the pen should be shut
down. In 1995, the agency re-
located some of the deer to
a wildlife preserve, and di-
rected a veterinarian to ster-
ilize the remaining males, al-

lowing the other deer to live
out their lives. The last deer
died in 2005.

At one time, there was a
request to the Park Commis-
sion to turn the empty pen
into a small-size dog park.

Contact reporter Laura
Urseny at 5630-896-7756.

nursery and shelter along a meandering trail. The proposed
village would be in the now-empty Bidwell Park deer pen

on East Eighth Street in Chico.
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A bench built by the Chico Kiwanis Club provides a convenient resting place Feb. 4 to view
the Bidwell Park deer pen on East Eighth Street in Chico, which is now empty.

Injured or captured deer once ran in the Bidwell Park deer
pen on East Eighth Street, visible Feb. 1Tnext to the Chico
Creek Nature Center in Chico.

Among the partners proposing a Maidu village in the former
Bidwell Park deer pen in Bidwell Park are (left to right)
Shane Romain and Linda Herman of the city, Ann Willmann
of Chico Area Recreation and Park District, and Sandra
Knight of the Mechoopda tribe, pictured Feb. 13 at the
Chico Creek Nature Center in Chico.
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Building a village
Mechoopda, city and CARD collaborate on plan to create an
interpretive exhibit

Tweet

By Patrick Evans

This article was published on 02,21.19.

There are plenty of public parks, buildings
and monuments that celebrate the history of
Chico’s settlers and founder Gen. John
Bidwell. But there isn’t a single park or
monument named for the original inhabitants
of Chico, members of the Mechoopda Indian
Tribe—at least none that Tribal Vice Chair
Sandra Knight can think of off the top of her
head.

Sandra Knight says an interactive exhibit dedicated
to the Mechoopda Indian Tribe, of which she is vice
chair, would offer insight into current traditions as
well as those from times of pre-European contact.

“None of our aboriginal names for the
territory [are used], none of our tribe’s
names. Our members feel kind of invisible,”
Knight said.

The Mechoopda are looking to end that
omission by building a cultural exhibit on a 3-
acre plot of unused city land within Bidwell
Park. The tribe is working with the city of
Chico and the Chico Area Recreation and Park
District (CARD) on the project, which is
dependent on grant funding from the
California Natural Resources Agency.

“It’s been something we’ve wanted to do for
a long time,” Knight said, “to build some kind
of cultural center where visitors could find out
about the real story of the first people in the
area, which is not in textbooks.”

The Maidu Living Village is proposed for the
fenced-off and unused deer pen next to the
Chico Creek Nature Center. The plan is to
create an interactive experience to teach
visitors about the Mechoopda, a tribe of
Maidu people, and provide a space for
cultural activities like basket weaving and
acorn processing.

PHOTO BY CHRISTINA MCHENRY

Knight said the vision is for visitors to take a
trip through the tribe’s history, from
precontact with settlers to the contact period
and into the present. They would first
assemble in an arbor area, and then take a
guided tour through a native plant garden, a
replica of a traditional precontact native
home, and a replica of a wooden shack like
one tribal members would have lived in at the
rancheria. Visitors also could partake in
hands-on experiences.

“We have some mortars and pestles, some
very large mortars we could put there. It
would be a good spot for people to actually
touch them and grind acorns in them,” Knight
said.
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The project is contingent upon funding

available through Proposition 68. Passed last

June, it allowed the state to sell $4 billion in

general obligation bonds for grant programs for parks, water infrastructure and other environmental
projects. It also authorized the state Legislature to appropriate $40 million for a grant program
administered by the Natural Resources Agency to fund projects that protect, restore or enhance California’s
cultural, community and natural resources.

Eligible projects must fulfill at least one of five requirements, which include protecting or restoring Native
American cultural resources and developing visitor centers that educate the public about natural landscapes
or the contributions of California’s ethnic communities.

“The grant seemed like it was written for this project,” Knight said.

The Chico Park Division is handling the grant proposal. The first phase of the process includes submitting a
conceptual proposal with a rough estimate of the cost of the project and a sketch of the planned
development. That was completed last week, according to Park Division Manager Linda Herman.

"“The estimated costs and funds we are requesting for the project are approximately $750,000, which
includes a 10 percent contingency amount of $68,156,” Herman said in an email.

The city has contracted with North-Star Engineering to help put together the proposal and concept, but

actual blueprints for the village won't be drawn up unless the grant is awarded. If the Natural Resources
Agency approves the concept, the city will be invited to a second round of proposals later this spring, at
which point City Council approval will be needed.

Herman said the city had long been looking for a use for the property, formerly an enclosure for injured
deer rescued by the Department of Fish and Wildlife.

A key component of the village would be connecting it to the Chico Creek Nature Center next door. As part
of the three-way collaboration on the project, CARD would oversee day-to-day operations and
maintenance. The center is also perfectly situated to coordinate field trips to the village, CARD Director Ann
Willmann said.

"Our focus will be on the kids coming through. We already have field trips that come through the nature
center; this will add the opportunity for kids to learn about the Mechoopda tribe,” Willmann said.

Operational costs could be covered by the fee the Nature Center would charge for field trips, Willmann said.

The center includes Mechoopda and Maidu history in its field trip curriculum, but the village project would
offer a completely new learning opportunity for students, she added.

Knight said that the idea for the village's interactive exhibits was inspired by the exhibits at the Gold
Nugget Museum in Paradise, which burned down in the Camp Fire. Instead of focusing on the lives of white
settlers brought to Chico by the Gold Rush, the village would teach students how the Mechoopda lived and
worked as stewards of the environment, Knight said. The living village also would differ from the Maidu
exhibit at the Lake Oroville Visitor Center by focusing specifically on the culture and history of the
Mechoopda.

“We want to convey why we love this land so much, that everything here is sacred; the water, the land, the
salmon, we're family with those things,” Knight said. “We want to convey that to young people, so they can
respect the land like us.”
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“We have fire
everywhere:

(al Fire releases initial 911 calls from the day the inferno broke out

By Risa Johnsonand Robin Epley » rjohnson@ chicoer.com and replev@chicoer.com

n the morning of Nov. 8, hundreds of 911 calls from
Pulga, Concow, Magalia, Paradise and Butte Creek
Canyon began pouring into dispalch centers across the
county. Paradise Police and Fire departments, as well
as Lhe Butte County Sheriff’s Office and Cal Fire fielded
calls from terrified residents first in the path of the
smoke, and then in the flames.

Last week, Cal Fire released two hours of their recordings. Together, the story they tell
recreates just a sliver of that morning’s panic and confusion. Throughout it all, the hand-
ful of dispatchers handled hundreds of calls calmly and quickly, with limited resources, in a
rapidly changing situation. Below are some of the calls that stood out.

D T TR

716 a.m.

In the first call released, a woman driving
from Chico to Paradise calls and asks if she
should be worried.

“Should | turn around, or..?" she asks.

The dispatcher tells her there is o fire in the
Jarbo Gup area, but nothing in Paradise. A mo-
ment luter, the Butte County Sheriff’s Office calls
to say it's hearing reporis that the fire may be
moving toward the Concow area. The staff per-
son asks if evacuations shouwld be ordered.

“I don't have information on that,” the dispatcher
says. “It is big. It is moving. They said rapld rate
of spread.”

The dispatcher checks for an update and adds
the fire is "past Pulga, moving toward the
reservolr and threatening the community.”
The dispatcher says someone is being sent out
to reassess the fire threat and will get buck to
dispatch in about 10 minutes.
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BY THE NUMBERS

266

calls from residents

2 hours

worth of calls (716a.m. to
Q:22a.m.) That's about 2
calls a minute, on average

18,804

destroyed buildings,
according to
CalFire's estimates

153,336

acres burned

85

fatalities

D

Listen to the Camp

Fire unfold: The
audio for all of these calls
and more are available at
CHIGOER.COM,



ECEI"S

FROMPAGE1
7:22 a.m.

The Chico Fire Depart-
ment reports that it's getting
“all kinds of 911s.”

The operator says the fire
is in the Pulga area around
Highway 70 heading west
and that it is “fairly large.”

The Chico Fire Depart-
ment staff person says that
callers are reporting smoke
between Forest Ranch and
Paradise.

The operator says the col-
umn of smoke is blowing in
that direction.

“Unless they see an actual
fire, it’s probably the smoke
from that,” the operator tells
them. — One minute later,
the official order to evacuate
Pulga is given.

7:25 a.m.

A woman calls from her
home on Honey Run Road.
She can see orange smoke
across the sky. The opera-
tor tells her the fire is only
in Concow, and it's probably
just the sunrise behind the
smoke that she sees.

7:33a.m.

A woman by the name of
Louise calls — she’s not even
dressed for the day vet and
the fire is already moving
through her yard and into
her neighbor’s. Her location
is redacted. The operator
encourages her to get out, to
evacuate while she still can.

“There might not be en-
gines that make it to that
area though, so if you feel
threatened, you need to get
out, OK?” the operator tells
her.

“T gotta go!” she says, pan-
icking,.

“You need to get out of
there, OK?" he asks.

The call cuts out.

7:35a.m.

The first call about a
downed power line on Sky-
way is reported. Ten minutes
later, a woman who works at
the Paradise Unified School
District calls fo say one of
their school buses is being
blocked by it, but she’s ad-
vised that it will be “a while”
before anyone can send help.
— Multiple calls come in for
fires in the canyon. Hun-
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dreds of residents in Para-
dise can see flames across
the canyon in Concow, and
the town is now directly in
the path of a large column
of smoke.

7:51a.m.

A woman who lives on
Lowry Lane on the west side
of Paradise calls, sobbing.

“It's just getting big by
the second. Tt’s like ... my
whole backyard is smoking,
it's coming up to my house!”
she tells them.

She says she'll be waiting
on nearby Pentz Road for
help to arrive.

“Ma’am, we have engines
coming from everywhere,
OK?” the operator tells her.

7:52 a.m.

A minute later, a man in
Concow calls.

“Sir, are you reporting the
fire on Concow or are you re-
porting a new incident?” the
operator asks.

“Completely engulfed!” he
shouts.

“Sir is there any way you
can evacu—"

“No!” He interrupts her.
“No there’s no way, I'm sur-
rounded by flames!”

7:53a.m.

Another minute later, and
a woman is calling — a spot
fire has started on Jordan
Hill Road, “and it's spread-
ing super fast.”

“Ma’am, we have fires ev-
erywhere from this major
fire, we're doing everything
we can and we're getting re-
sources mobilized,” the oper-

ator informs her.

“All right, well I-I-T can't
put it out,” she stammers.

“1 know,” the operator
says. “T know.”

7:58 a.m.

The Butte County Sher-
iff’s Office calls. Some of the
office’s deputies along with
a handful of evacuees are
trapped in an area south of
Concow, surrounded by fire.
Dispatch advises them to
stay in their vehicles if they
are safe there.

7:59 a.m.

Paradise resident and for-
mer Butte County Sheriff
Scott McKenzie calls.

“We have major, ma-
jor flames right behind (re-
dacted) Stark Lane,” he tells
the operator.

He goes on to narrate ex-
actly what he’s seeing to the
operator — new spot fires
starting every second on the
hills across the Feather River,
in Concow. Multiple calls are
coming in for spot fires in
Paradise.

8:02 a.m.

Minutes later, a spot fire
has started in the fields be-
hind a church in Paradise.
The man calling says they
are evacuating.

“We're trying to get peo-
ple there it's just, it’s really
just blowing up very rapidly
right now,” the operator tells
him. “It’'s overwhelming us.”

8:09 a.m.

Another neighbor on
Lowry Lane calls, panicking

about his elderly neighbors
whom he can't reach.

“T need you to just evacu-
ate,” the operator says. “Try
to knock on their door and
wake them up, but you need
to evacuate.”

“We haven't seen any-
body go over there yet! Not
one person!” He starts to
panic.

“8ir, we have this fire ev-
erywhere, we're doing our
best to get to all of it,” the
operator says. “Please just
evacuate.”

8:11a.m.

A slew of calls from
neighboring emergency de-
partments start to come in.
They are told to direct peo-
ple to the emergency infor-
mation line. At 8:22 a.m.,
someone asks about shut-
ting down eastbound traf-
fic on Clark Road. “We're
just concerned about Pentz
right now,” the operator
says.

8:30 a.m.

The Butte County Sher-
iff's Office calls with a
transfer: A woman in Par-
adise named Ann says she
cannot evacuate because
she doesn’t have a car. The
operator asks if she has
neighbors who can take her
to safety instead.

“Yeah, but they don’t
want to take my dogs!”
Ann starts sobbing,. “I won't
leave without my dogs!”

“Ma’am you need to save
vour own life,” the operator
tells her, firmly but gently. “I
understand that your dogs
are precious, but you need
to save your own life, OK?”

She tells Ann to leave the
dogs inside with water and
food, close all the doors and
windows, and go with the
neighbors while she can.

“Ann, do you understand
me?” the operator asks.

The only answer is sob-
bing.

“Ann?”

“.. Yes.” Ann finally says,
quietly.

8:33a.m.

A woman in Concow calls
— she is surrounded by fire
in her neighbor’s yvard on
Coniston Loop. The operator
advises her to leave the area,
but she simply says, “How?
It’s all around us. Where do
I go?”

911CALLS » PAGE3
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Suddenly, there’s a crack-
ling and whooshing sound
over the phone.

“Do you hear that noise?”
the caller shouts.

“What?” the operator
asks. After a few seconds
of silence, “You there?”

“That was the propane
tank blowing up!” she says.

8:35a.m.

Multiple calls come in
reporting a spot fire at the
corner of Skvway and Clark
roads.

Paradise resident Ash-
ley Joyner calls; her ad-
dress is redacted. “Get the
kids in the car and go!” she
screams at someone in the
background. The fire is in
her yard now and growing
rapidly.

“Alright Ashley, we have
help on the way, OK?” the
operator tells her, but the
family is already evacuat-

ing.

“It's huge ..." Joyner says,
breathlessly. “It’s huge.”
8:39 a.m.

Awoman calls, she’s not in
the area but her son is, and
she savs he's home alone; sick
and paralyzed.

The operator tells her
she’ll pass the information
on, to try to get someone up
there to help him.

The mother asks if they'll
2o help him right away.

“T don't know that they
will, ma’am,” the opera-
tor tells her, honestly. “We
have fire and multiple evac-
uations, we'll do the best we
can.”

“Well, my god! Don't tell
me that!" the mother yells.

“Ma’am, that'’s the best I
can do.” — Approximately 26
calls came in requesting help
with evacuations, or stating
that they were trapped and
unable to leave. Many of
them were transferred to the
Paradise Police Department,
the Butte County Sheriff’s Of-
fice, or the California High-
way Patrol.

8:44 a.m.

California Highway Pa-
trol has a transfer call from
a Paradise homeowner, He
says his neighbor called and
said his fence was on fire,

“8ir, there’s fire all

Firefighters from the U.S, Forest Service watch the Camp Fire burn south of Paradise on the evening of Nov. 8, 2018.

through Paradise,” the op-
erator says. “We're getting
resources into the area as
fast as we can.”

“OK, so are there any
units that could possibly re-
spond to hopefully save my
home?” the man asks.

“8ir, we're doing the best
we can and we're getting re-
sources, like I said, into the
area as fast as we can,” the
operator says. — Seconds
later, someone calls to re-
port hospice patients who
are stuck at a property on
Carver Drive in Magalia and
need help getting out. The
operator says there are no
evacuations currently for
Magalia.

DA ER
Flames consume a home as the Camp Fire tears through
Paradise on Nov, 8, 2018
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8:52a.m.

A transfer call comes
in, with a woman who is
evacuating via the nearhy
bike trail reporting a fire
on Moore Road behind the
fire station in Paradise. The
caller describes the fire as
about Y4 acre in size moving
at a moderate speed.

“Ma'am, we have re-
sources coming in as fast
as we can, OK,” the oper-
ator says.

8:55 a.m.

A caller asks how close
the fire is to Magalia.

The operator’s advice:
“T would recommend vou
leave. Evacuation warn-

ings are in effect so it may
not be out there vet but I
would leave, if you feel
threatened.”

9:04 a.m.

An operator receives
a call about the need for
air support. The operator
says he is so overwhelmed
by calls — receiving “over
500" — that he hasn’t been
able to get to it. They coor-
dinate to make an order for
aircraft,

9:07 a.m.

Operators get a call from
a woman who says five peo-
ple are trapped by a fence
somehow at Ponderosa El-
ementary School in Para-
dise, surrounded by fire on
Pentz Road.

The operator tells the
woman she needs to do
whatever she can to get out.

“There’s no one to help
you right now,” the oper-
ator says. “If vou need to
drive through a fence, then
do it.”

9:10 a.m.

A transfer call comes in
about someone unable to
evacuate in Paradise. The
operator asks the other
agency to call Paradise Po-
lice Department for assis-
tance., — Moments later,

N =B

a woman in the employee
parking lot at Feather River
Hospital on Pentz Road re-
ports a fire nearby.

“Yeah there's fires all
over Paradise right now,”
the operator says. “They're
doing the best they can.”

9:11 a.m.

A caller reports a fire
above the Honey Run Cov-
ered Bridge.

“I'm not aware of that spot
fire but if there is fire near
you, you need to go,” the op-
erator says. — One minute
later, there is another report
of fire near Honey Run Road.

“It's not too big,” the caller
says. “I think if you get a he-
licopter on it now you could
probably put it out”

9:17 a.m.

The Butte County Office
of Emergency Services re-
ports one ambulance on
fire and another trapped
near Pentz Road and Chloe
Court. The operator says
that resources are “pretty
thin” but fire rescue is do-
ing its best.

9:19 a.m.

Warning: This call is
particularly distressing.

A woman says she needs
help evacuating. Her loca-
tion is redacted. The opera-
tor tries for several minutes
to get her to find a way out.

“I'm gonna get you some
help, OK,” the operator
says.

The woman is breathing
heavily and begins cough-
ing. There is screaming in
the background.

“We can't breathe,” the

woman says. “Please help
us.”
The operator tells her
to take some blankets and
leave. The woman says her
family made it out onto the
porch. The operator says
help is coming.

“Don't leave me,” the
woman says, repeating
“please” and saying that
she can't breathe.

The operator asks if she
is out of the house. This
time she says no.

The woman becomes in-
creasingly difficult to un-
derstand. She says it feels
like her skin is burning. It
sounds like she asks if they
are going to die,

The operator again asks
if she is in the house, but
she doesn't respond. The
call ends.

9:20 a.m.

An Enloe Medical Cen-
ter, staff member reports
two ambulances on fire
at Pentz Road and Chloe
Court.

“We have patients on
board and staff with us
and they actually are on
fire,” she says. “We need a
unit, soon, now, like 15 min-
utes ago.”

“T can't give you any-
thing else butl that we will
send a response,” the oper-
ator says. “That’s the best
[ can do.”

Listen to all of the Cal
Fire calls released at ti-
nyurl.com/campfire91l.

Contact reporter Risa
Johnson at 530-896-
7763 and Robin Epley at
530.896.7776.
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The mussive plume from the Canip Fire, burning in the Feather River Canyon toward Paradise, wafls over the Sacramento Valley as seen from Chico early Nov. 8 less than

two hours after it was reported
November 8
th
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MlllllplP deaths feared
and up to a thousand homes losl
as fire levels town

Fire tears through Concow,
Paradise and into easl Chico

Seqff reporss

wauapst » The fast-meving Camp Fire burned up to 1,000
‘buildings nnd homes in the Paridise srea Thursdiy and
repot tedly Killed muliiple people, then ronred into Chico
and forced evacuations thir

Cal Fire-Batte County Chief Darren Read said in the
ndreds of structures in Paradise have
burned, perhaps as many s LO0K0. Butke County Sheriff
Kory Honen said there are reports of multiple fatalities,
and muthorities are tying to verify how many.

The fire started in the Feather River Canyon near Pulga
and Highwoy 70, then burced west. 1L jumped 1o 18,000
aicres in eight hours Thursday, ripping acmss the Concaw

rmed east. b wod Highwiy 88 near
pon and was approaching Highwiy
idwell Park by 8 pam. Evacuntion orders
i=sued from Bruce Road east, from East 20th Street
to Highway 52 along the east side of Chico, aod in the Can-
yon Ouks subdivision farther north. Homes were reported
‘burming on the lower Skyway nenr Ouk Ridge Drive and
Spanish Garden Drive

Tens of thousands had already been evacuned, per-
laps a5 many as 50,000 people, according to the sheriff,
The Sherill's Office also has recelved bundreds of calls
requesting deputies w perform welfare checks o nnme-
counted people in the fire sone. Cifieinls expected 1o work
through e night responding v those calls.

“This was & rapldly moving fire” Honea said. “And i
moved very very quickly from a mather remote ures 1o
populated preas

Honea zaid he had no estimate whes evacuees would
e able w0 return.

Reshdents in Paradise, Magalia, Concow, Yaukee Hill
and Butie Cresk Canyon wers initially ordered 1o evac-
ware: Thursday evening the evacuation order was ex-
tended from Forest Ranch south v Chico, and later 1w
Chemkee and Oro-Chico Highway near Durham. Then
the east Chico evacuations were ordered, followed by
an order covering everything vorth of Highway 70 and
east of Highway 145,

Three firefigh anl several eitizens were mken to
hospitals with infuries. Thres more firefighters suffered
burps.

According to PGER spokesman Paul Moreno, 32,000
CUSiOMErs were withalt_power as i result of the fire in

The fhre started ghowt 620 3. Thursday ot Camp Creek
Tead near Pulgn. Read =nid the conse of the fire is under
investigation, and likely would be for “quite snme time"

Arol 0 p.m, Cal Fire sald 3 EHJU neres had
bur 0 The fir ex-
reme fire behavior, Cal Fire public |nfnr|n|mn|| officer
Rick Corhart suid. Firefig i i

winds up o 30-35 mph on the fire.

“This fire did move through the town of Para
Cuuckl)‘. sitid Paradise Police Chief Eric Reinbold. "We'ne
wteful for our partnerships with allied agencies,
our agency, the town stafl worked as quickly as
= (o evacuile, using our evacuatios plans, And the
things that we've trained for over the yesrs There is u ot
of devastation in town. Just to reiterate, we cun't confirm
hrw iy structures, utab this point it's very devastt-
ing v the wown."

Chaos on the ground

Witnesses and reporters on the ground described o chi-
otz seene as people tried o leave wwn

The fire moved =o fast that people were cut off by the
fames ond sheliened in large asphalt parking areas. Riv
dio traffie Thursdiy sfiernoon indicated 300
tthe Kmart lot on Clark Road, with fire i
BiH) were it & storage busi

 Still nmother group gathered ab the Holiday Market
parking lot on Skyway,

Photographer Karl Mondon ssid al 4 p.m, the Safe-
way parking lot st & and Elliont roads was half full
of evacuees. Many hey krew their homes were lost

Wayne and Jusniia Melish, 20-vear residenis of Fawn-
duile Lane, said they fought for two hours 1o save their
home unill the water pressure ran out, then made i w
Safeway. Wayne MeLish's face was covered i soor The
former math teacher looked stunned when he was wld it
wis 4 ochack in the afternoon, not the morning

Evacuees who were abile to get out of town often found
themselves in gridiock. A pregnan woman stuck in traffic
went imo labor. 1n the lote morming, Highway 99 norh-
bound was dogged from south of Durham-Peniz Road w
Chico. A number of people 100k & U-turn across the me-
dian to get off the freeway ot Durham-Peore and head
woward Durham, bt (ke Midway was backed up north-
burued as well

Hospital evacuated

Aceording o e SheriiTs Office, Feather River Hospi-
il and sl Paradise schools were all svacuated Hospital
patierns were sent to Enloe Medical Center in Chico and
Oroville Hospial

BILL HUSA — ENTERPRISE-RECORD

& vehicle avacuating Paradiss s on fire along Skyway below Tuscan Ridge Golf Course

Cross' Safe & Well website so mncr_rr.td I‘nm{'l;v and fn:nds
can search mose lists at hitp: o

Butte and Plumas which includes those in the
Paradise, Pulga and Concow areas. No public safety power
shut off has been implemented,

The county set up evacuation centers at Oroville Naz-
arene Church (2238 Monte Vista Ave ) and Neighborhood
Church in Chico (2801 Notre Dame Blvd.), but both of
those were reported full Thursday evening Another shel-
ter mt the Butte County Fairgrounds in Gridley still had
space. At 8:30 p.m. Thursday, another shelter was opened
at the Chico Elks Lodge (1705 Manzanita Ave.).

The Silver Dollar Fairgrounds is being used as a stag-
ing area for fire crews and is not open to evacuees. Butte
College iz also being used as a staging area.

The city of Chico's Public Works Department said evac-
uees can also head to DeGarmo Park and Community
Park off 20th Street in Chico, as well as Durham Park,
but not to expect services.

Camp Fire evacuees are being asked to register with Red

dex phip. C 1 family and friends can also
sen.rch the list of those who have registered as “safe and
well” by clicking on the “Search Registrants” button.

The California Governor's Office of Emergency Ser-
vices (Cal OES) has activated the State Operations Cen-
ter to provide assistance to Butte County in support of
the Camp Fire,

Cal OES Fire, Law Enforcement, and Inland Region
personnel are currently working with various response
agencies to address all emergency management, evacii-
tion and mutual aid needs.

Smoke from the fire was reported as far away as San
Jose and Fort Bragg.

Andre Byik, Risa Jahnson, Steve Shoonover, Laura
Urseny, Tang Lor, Mary Nugent, Will Denner, Dan
Reidel, Sharon Martin, Rick Silia and Carin Dorghalli
contribruted to this report.
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Fast-moving

flames make

hospital evacuation harrowing

By Steve Schoonover and Tang Lor
Chico Enterprise-Record

marsessts Darrel Wilken thought he was going to die. He
thought the three patients in his car were going to die.

“I'm & survivor,” he said, “but there was nothing [ could
do to save us.”

Wilken is & nurse at Feather River Hospital in Pamadise,
He was working Thursday morming when word came that
the Camp Fire was seven miles away, “Fifteen minutes
later, it was on the grounds” he said.

The fire came on so quickly that there were no ambu-
lances available for an evacuation. So he and other hos-
pital emplovees pulled their private cars up to the ambu-
lance bay, and the patients were loaded in to be taken to
different hospitals.

‘Wilken said he had three patients in his car, two of
whom were critical. As soon as he pulled out onto Pentz
Road he was i 1 flocked. Gridlocked, with
fire on both sides of the road.

“It was 5o black and so dark we couldn't see anything,
‘We were completely surrounded by flames and explosions.
I thought we all were going to die” He called his family
1o say goodbye.

He described “slaloming” around cars afire in the road
in front of him, and seeing other cars burning behind.

“T've done 2 lot of things but I've never been scared like
this. Five years in the Army was nothing,” Wilken said,
“This was the most helpless I've feit in my life.”

As he weaved through Paradise to avoid closed roads,
e came upon two ambulances that were staged, and had
them take one of his patients that he thought was going
to die. The patient depended on life-support equipment
that couldn't work in Wilken's car, but the ambulances
were equipped to handle it

It took four hours to make it to Enloe Hospital in Chico,
Late Thursday afternoon as he left the hospital he was
still shaking, he said. "It was the most horrific experi-
ence imaginable.”

He said he had feared his tires would melt on the way
out of Paradise, and when he got to Chico he noted they
were low, He stopped by a tire shop and they said no, the
tires were fine. However they pointed out parts of his car
were meited — plastic tail lights, trim pieces and such,
“We were really close to catching on fire.”

Adventist Health tweeted that all the patients were
safely evacuated from Feather River Hospital. Enloe Di-
rector of Ad and C ications Jolene Fran-
cis said the Chico hospital had wken in 49, “This is some-

tely gridl 3r

thing we plan for, something we drill for,” she said. “Yes
it has an impact but we're prepared for this"

Other patients went to Oroville Hospital, including Par-
adise resident Francine Xnowles, who was having gall-
bladder surgery Thursday morning. When the order to
evacuate was announced, she was still asleep from the an-
esthesia, according to her husband, Cody Knowles

Knowles said when he and his wife went to the hos-
pital around 6 a.m., they were unaware that there wasa
fire burning. He had to step outside to see for himself,

He was greeted by darkness and smoke, but could ses
the flames coming wp the backside of the hospital, he said,
He called 9-1-1 and was told help was coming.

That was probably around 11 a.m., he said. But he'sun-
sure of the exact time.

“1 can't explain everylittle detail,” he said. “Everything
was just $o cragy.”

Enowles said he and his wife were probably among the
last patients to be evacuated as she couldn’t be moved un-
il she was awake. When they tried to jump into the last
ambulance, it was already full. Knowles also had his car
ready to go, but they decided to get into an employee’s
car — & surgeon, he believes,

Even then, they were stuck in the parking lot for 15-20
minutes, he said. By the time they got onto Pentz Road,
the fire felt close.

“You could just feel the wind blowing and could feel
the heat in the car,” he said. “We're just so lucky we made
it out alive.”

The Knowles are currently at Oroville Hospital where
Francine is recovering.

Cody Knowles said, “1 just have so many different emo-
tons right now. It felt like a movie and we were sur-
rounded by fire.”

He's unsure if his home on Bogquest Boulevard is still
standing. But he's thankful for the hospital staff and the
emergency responders who stayed to help.

“It's just a bad situation, [ don’t even know if the hos-
pital is still standing, but those people, they didn't have
o stay but they did anyway.”

Adventist Health Administrative Director of Marketing
and Communication Jill Kinney said the main hospital
core is still standing, though some outbuildings burned,
mostly small offices,

ihf this stage, we are still assessing the damage,” she
s

Paradise Post reporter Amanda Hovik eontributed to
this report,

November 10

The fire destroys an iconic covered bridge while roaring through B

Mothing but supports remain from the histane wooeden Honey Run Cavsied Bridge in Butte Creek Canyan on Friday after the Camp Firs roared through the o
Natiama Regmstar of Histona Flaces. was built in the 1850s

MG E R — ENTEFPRISE-BECOST)
qri The bridge, listed on the




Chico Enterprise Record
2-27-2019, page 4 of 14

November 10

Power |
may have

Ines
parked

Camp Fire

By Matthias Gainl m\d. Andre Byik
Bay Ar News P Ent; Record

msnoses Downed PGEE power lines, amid high winds, may
have sparked the deadly Camp Fire that has destroyed the
town of Paradise and killed at least five peaple, accord-
ing to firefighter radio tronsmissions reviewed by Bay
Area News Group,

At about 6:33 a.m. Thursday, firefighters were dis-
patched 1o vegetation fi inder the high tension power
lines” across the Feather River from Foe Dam, where Cal
Fire officinls have pinpointed the fire's ori
cy's incident page, according to hours of radio transmis-
sions reviewed by this news organization. The first fight-
ers arrived there at 6:43 a.m. and noted the fire was be-
ing buttressed by 35 mph winds.

“We've got eyes on the vegetation fire. 1t's going 1o be
very difficult to access, Comp Creek Road is nearls
cessible,” one firefig
side of the river underneath the trans

The utility, which has already be

criticized and sued
in & mumber of other large and deadly fires across Cali-
fornia, had announced beginning Tuesday that it might
shut down power to the impacted paris of Butte County
amid forecasts of high wind and low humidity. But it
never did.

Butie County District Attorney Mike Ramsey said Fri-

a possible criminal investigation

Ramsey said he had no information that the Camp Fire
was intentionally caused. He also said it was woo early to
know whether the cause of the fire could have been neg-
ligent in nature.

Cal Fire, Ramsey said, will investigate and determine

the cause of the fire. Should o criminal case arise from
the investigation, the District Attorney's Office would be
the prosecuting agency. The district attorney said it was
not unusual for his office to become involved in fire in-
vestigations where there is loss of life.

Cal Fire spokesman Scovt MeLean emphasized the
conse is =till under investigation, but added that probe
would include “electrical equipment.”

PG&E spoke n Jason King said no cause of the fire
had been determined.

“We can't speculate on the cause of the fire, there will

‘be an investigation,” he said.

After the first rudio call, an immediate, mubti-alarm
response was sent to the arca by Pulgs and

Camp Creek roads, near the nl:un which is popular
with kayakers and one of PG&E's 10 hydroelectric sta-
tions along the north fork of the river. Google satellite
images show PGAE transmizsion lines above Pulga and
Camp Creek roads,

“The (reporting party} is calling from Poe Dam look-
ing across under the high tension power lines, There's
o possible power line hazard,” a dispatcher alerted re-
sponding erews, inchuding six engines and 4 mumber of
more personnel

A am and about eight miles west, another fire
dispatched to a report of a branch taking down
the neighboring town of Ma-
galia. During last year's Sonoma and Napa county fires,
within the first %0 minutes of the fires' origin, Sonoma
County dispatchers sent fire crews to at least 10 different
locations for downed wires and problems with the elec-
trical system amid high winds

As firefighters rushed to the Poe Dam fire early Thurs-
day morning, each truck acknowledged over the radio,
“Copy, power lines down,” as part of safety protocol for
firefighters.

The first firefighter ot the scene quickly recognized the
seriousness of the situation and called for an additional
15 engines, four bulldozers, two water tenders and four
strike tenms and hand crews.

“This has got the potential for a major incident” he told
dispatch, alerting them to evacnate Pulga, the town im-
mediately southwest, and to find air support

On Tuesday night, PGEE first tweeted that power might
be shut down to certain counties, including Butte County
and about 26,500 customers in cities and towns includ-
s
tweeted out 17
[hursday morn-

Owver the next 45 hours, the uti
different warnings of an impending
ing shut-off. 1t even twested out & warning at 7:56 a.m.

Thursday, more than an hour after the fire was reported
under one of its downed power lines, that the shut-off
was still an option,

PGEE released a statement Thursday afternoon, al-
most nine hours after the Camp Fire first sparked, call-
ing off the shut down “as weather conditions did not war-
mnt this safety measum”
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King declined to get into specifics
why PGE hedd 0ff the shut down, saving only:
chage not to implement the public safety power shut off
i avy bocation.”

November 11 | Editor's col

Active fire

ol sustained winds
. with gusts of 40 to 50 mph
nesday into Thursday, lasting

u; o Public Safety Power Shutoff the

utility faetors I;| strong winds, very liw humidity, eriti-

Ah d o

cally dry veg [ e 5

PGEES stock plunged Friday by almost $8 a share, o
more Lhan 16 pereent drop amid the fires blaring semss
The decline wiped out PGEE's entire gains for
e year and was the biggest ore-day decline for the stock
sinoe 2000

Butte Creek
Canyon canl dodge
this bullet

By David Little » Chico Entrrprise-Record

1 remember as a child sitting on the back porch at
Grandma's house, watching smoke billow above the rim
of Butte Creek Canyon, wondering just when we should
evacuste.

‘This was before reverse 9-1-1 calls, before an emer-
gency broadeast system, before Twitter and Facebook.
Eefore computers even. We didn't even have a television
because there was no reception in the canyon anyway.
So you had to be self-sufficient and decide for yourself
when it was time to escape.

The canyon dodged many bullets over the years.

There was no dodging the Camp Fire.

Firefighters were spread thin on & fast-moving fire,
They weren't firefighters at first, not in that descrip-
tive sense of the job title. They were rescuers, just
trying to get people out alive. There were precious
few resources left for the canyon by the time the fire
swept in

Two devs after the blaze swept through, the canyon
was etill smoldering, Power lines were on the roadway,
Power poles burned until they fell. Trees were still on
fire. O1d homes that 1 knew from my childhood were
gone. Some were miraculously spared for no apparent
TeRsoi.

1 drove through with Bay Area News Group photog-
rapher Karl Mondon to get photos and video for our on-
going coverage. 1 only cried three times. 1 thought 1 did
preity well

Where the Honey Run Covered Bridge stood for 132
years, there was & heap of metal siding and burned
wood forming a dam in the creek. Mondon and | were
all alone, until Rep. Doug LaMalfa appeared out of the
smoke. Lablalfa just looked at the bridge and shook his
head.

There is no other reaction.

We saw just one canyon resident. He was standing
in his driveway. No residents have been allowed back
in, s0 1 knew he had been there the entire time. | asked
him why he stayed

“Like everybody else up here, I'm underinsured,” he
snid, When his i reduced Ee
years ago because of the fire danger, he consulted with
Cal Fire and created what firefighters call “defensible
space.”

He removed fire-hazard trees hanging near the
house, grew lawn, eliminated dry brush and bought &
generator to run the sprinklers for when the eventual
fires came. And Nov. § it came, a storm that he said was
shooting hot embers sideways in the air,

All around him were burned homes as the man told
the harrowing story. Behind him was his green lawn,
his dogs vipping at the two stangers on the property —
and a house, untouched by fire.

The homes still standing mostly had thet defensi-
ble space, The ones that burned were often tucked back
into shady oaks that provided respite from the canyon's
summer heat but fuel for & November fire.

Mot many people have lawn in the rural country set-
ting, but several who do were wise enough to park vehi-
cles or RVs in the middle of the lawn before they evacu-
ated. Those vehicles were fine.

In meny other places, there were reminders of the
random nature of the fire. Near the old mining com-
munity of Diemondville, a beautiful classic car and
a pickup were parked in dry grass. Somehow the dry
grass didn't catch fire. The vehicles were fine.

Two hundred yards away was & home burned to the
foundation.

We drove to Grandma's house, the place where 1 grew
up, It stood untouched. Then we went to my brother's
home. The fire burned his guest cottage, & trailer and
& lswnmower all to nothing. The lawn and fvy were
seorched as the fire traveled up to his back porch —
and then for some reason, stopped. The house was still
standing.

My brother died 12 years ago. His partner still lives
there and had no idea for 48 hours whether his home
was still there.

1 don't know why the fire stopped right there at the
back door. I'd like to think my brother had something
to do with it
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‘This is when | die’

Tales

3% in & ditch an Fentr Road in Paradize after the neighborhacd w

of escape from the Camp Fire

cuated in the wake of the Camp Fire

“When you're contemplating death, you say, ‘Am Iready to die?"

— Zatn Gore

By Julla Sulek and Annle Sclacca

Bay Area News Group

ramanses [t's the terror, the sheer terror of being stuck in &
vehicle in bumper-to-bumper traffic with flames closing
in and nowhere to go that haunts them most.

O the main road that locals affectionately called “the
Skywey to Paradise” many of those trapped in the nerve-
wracking slow motion evacuation Thursdiy morning said
their goodiyes, whispered their prayers and wondered,
is this the end?

1 thought, this must be what hell's going to be,” said
B7-year-old Beverly Fillmore, who drove out of Paradise
with her 01-vear-old husband, Jim.

“We were going to be cremated when we die, but |
thought, this is it, I'm going to be cremated right now
This is when [ die”

The inferno has claimed &t least 23 people so far — six
in vehicles, snother just outside one — as the Camp PFire
roared to life Thursday morning, decimating this town
of 27,000 people in o wildfire that has become the most
destructive in Californin history:

More than ever, it seems, those trapped by wildfires
aren't just the stubborn few who refuse to evacuate. Cal-
fornia wildfires are increasingly wicked fast — with ye
round fire season colliding with late-autumn near-hu
cane strength winds — giving people little time to think
straight, much less escape.

The identities of the ones who died in Paradise and
exactly how they died are still unknown. But those who
barely made it out alive tell stories of parelyzing fear and
harrowing panie, of trust, of love, of lovalty,

Richard and Zetta Gore abandoned their vehicle and,
with the fire bearing down, decided to slide down a deep
canyon, clinging to bushes, and hike out about seven miles
to sefety, Angie Van Blaricon and Jessie Smith, a school
bus driver and teacher’s nide, hunkered down for seven
hoars with a 7-year-old autistic boy in a Save Mart park
ing lot, while his mother feared he was dead. The Fill-
mores, married for 67 vears and sure the end had come,
ran out of gas — but, thankfully, piled into their son's car
ind got away.

The photos alone of abandoned, incinerated vehicles
strewn across Skywny give a sense of the chaos that pre-
ceded them. In many ways, they look like scenes from
the town of Oroville just a year-and-a-half earlier There
wis no fire then, but people fled fearing that a damaged
Oroville Dam spillway could unleash & wall of water into
nearby twns. It forced residents into an epic traffic jam
with the threat of being overrun &t &ny minute,

©Om Thursday — with fire, not water — that nightmare
came troe.

The precipice

Richard and Zetta Gore stood on & rock outeropping at
Bille Park, on the west side of Paradise, overlooking the
deep canyon below. The wind shifted and the flames were
closing in, &5 they looked into the ravine.

*1 snid, Zette, it's time,” Richard said. "We both praved
together and asked for God's protection and took off”

“This was the moment we knew it wes do or die,” Zett
said.

Minutes earlier, they had been stuck in the intermina
ble traffic on Oliver Road, just a conple blocks from their
Paradise home, They hadn't moved for & balf hour. Cars
sped along the shoulder. People run by with bandanas on
their faces. One man said he had a gun — and although
he confided in the Gores that he had fled without amnm-
nition — he was ready to threaten anyone who tried 1o
steal his vehicle.

“We were sitting ducks to be bumned in our vehicles and
i1 wasgoing todie in a forest fire,” Richard Gore said, *1
would rather die with my wife, tryving w get away, than
sitting in a vehicle dying.”

They headed to an overlook at Bille Park. As the flames
came within 400 feet, they called their 32-year-old son
in Ukiah
‘Zach, this s it. We're going to make a run for it on
foot," Gore said. “This could be the last time we ever talk
to yon”

Into the deep ravine they went, each holding bags with
lap blankets and water bottles they could douse if the fire
overcame them. They grabbed for vines and bushes us
they slid. A family of deer and torkeys cobbled by,

The couple hove been married 39 years. They met when
they were teenagers working at a summer camp in South
ern California. For years, they volunteered for the River-
side County fire department.

They made it to the bottom of the canyon, waded
through the creek, then followed the dirz road for 5 miles
‘before they hitched a ride out.

“When you're contemplating death, you say, ‘Am | ready
to die?” Zetta said.

A peace had come over the couple as they descended
the chff. “We both were ready to die,” Richard said, “but
we were not going to die without patting up & fight”

Unsung heroes on the bus

‘The fire started at the most chaotie time of day for school
bus drivers — just as they were dropping off students at
school. When the Camp Fire roared into town, Paradise
Unified School District transportation director Rubing
Hartwig couldn't reach some of the tus drivers because
the radbo system was undergoing maintenance.

She was frantic when she conldn't contnet Angie Van
Blaricon, who along with aide Jessie Smith, was |
the mini school bus thas normally carries 12 cb
with special needs,

I started worrying right away. Where are they? What
nre they doing?” Hartwig said. *[ didn't know if her bus
was full. I dido't know if her bus was empty.”

She also didn't know whether most parents had picked
up their special needs children from Van Blaricon’s bus
a1 Ponderosa Elementary — or that Bethann and Joseph
Jauron were stopped 8t roadblocks from reaching the
school to get their 7-year-old son, Linm,

"Please, you have to let me get my son!” she pleaded
with an officer at a blockade, “He’s on the spectrum. He
needs his mommy.”

Liam's mom raced back home and received & call from
Jessie, the teacher's aide.

“Bethonn, I've got him. | promise you [ won't let amy-
thing happen. | promise,” Jessie told her, “Then the phone
lines went dead and the power went out”

E
dren
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Vefighes ait burmed on-a dir resd at the end

Poncherose Elrmentary wis burning. Bt Ven Slaricon
b moved the minibis to o safer spot at g Sve M
Still. for another several bours, they coubdn't

ng arcund thiem
worst,” Huriwig said.

t lml! ot until lnter thit fire
school bus and others
atranded in the Save Mart pnr’klm: Yot or thet Van Blar
con and Smith were keeping Linm entertained with ETR
tmm erackers and stories.

“Car letle guy, our special needs boy, was Tappy a5
cottld be, keeping us all in bigh splrite”™ Van Blarfcon,
T4, swil

1t wis until & pan that Linm snd bis guardinns were
united with bis mother “1 held both of them and kissed
hem and thanked God for then" Jouron sahl

View from a dead end

O Edgewood Lane, Gebriel Fallon was trying 1o save
his parents’ house and barn and 14 horses, when four ve
hicles drove by, their drivers in o panie: A womnn iod &
teennge boy wa: e ane. An elderty couple in separate
cars following ench other were in the others.

“Is this & way o0t?" drivers would ask him, one after
rnother,

AT CHAVET ~ HAT AFEA NEW

Edgawood Lane i Faradie

“Na,” he wonbd say, “It's e amd and”
He didn't know whiat appened to them. He didn't know
if they esc.:wd But on Saturday, & half douu \-l'hlL|l.‘S
the end of Edg
Three of them were tonch 2 though they had collided.
Who can know what really bappened in those final mo-
ments of foar when there's oo one Teft to tell the story?

Fallon saw the coroner arrive, it he didn't know how
muny bodies were retrieved. Authorities would only say
thut four people had died in their vehicles, some on Edge
woodl Lane. Another was found qutside a car, presumably
trying to ron away,

The fire just nuoved so fase, Fallon sald.

“Everyone started prabbing rnd trying to go," he
said, “but it wis almost too Inte nlrendy”

The Fillmores, the elderly couple sruck on Skyway who
were certialn they would perish, passed BEdgewood Lane
s they escaped. When they ran out of gas, their son was
menrby and picked them up,

“¥ou couldn't see where you were All you coulid see
was flames.” she said

They finally made it out, passing the “Welcome 1o Par
nidise” 1 1t was burning.

“I don't ever want 1o ser & tree again, ever. | know it's
poing tocateh on fire,” Beverly Fillmore said. “We're not
going to rebuild in Paradise”

November 28

Inside the Camp Fire
repopulation effort

‘We don’t want a tragedy
upon a tragedy’

By And

» Chice Bntergrrise-Racord

eanapsre A group of some 20 officials, including Butte
County Sheriff Kory Honea, huddled Monday around o
large paper map of communities that remained evacu-
ated in the afiermath of the Camp Fire.

The group, which includes representaives from local
fire and law enforcement agencies, utility companics, pab-
lic health workers, water officials and more, was meeting
in Chico for & daily 3 pm. repopulation meeting.

The meetings are held 1o gather information abou
pending and completed work that could lead the Sher-
iff's Office to lift evacuation orders that still cover thou-
sands of residents nearly three weeks after the deadly
fire sparked, including orders for the town of Paradise
and communities of Concow, Yankes Hill and portions
of Magalia.

On Monday, officials targeted evacuated areas above
Magntia toward the Stirting City nrea, working through
it checklist of safety precautions undertaken to allow res-
fdents to return hame. Were compromised trees checked?
Were downed power lines removed or rewired? Could
wall somewhere fall over and kill someone? Has the aren
been searched for humen remains? How could lifting an
evacuation order for one area affect another?

Officials for PGRE, AT&T, the Sheriff's Office and mul-
tiple other public officials chime in, detailing the work
their crews have done or are expecting to complete, tasks
involving hundreds of workers,

“It's all about maneging risk, guys,” Honea said. “We
can never sy with 100 percent certainty that anything
is safe. It's about mitigating risk."

Satisfied that an area is OK for residents to re-enter, an
“0" marking the evecuation zone on the map is crossed
with an “X" and shaded in with blue marker. On Mon-
day officials marked as safe the Stiring, North Couto-

lene, Lovelock, North Firhaven and Nimshew C evacua
tion zones. The Sheriff's Office lifted evacuation orders
for those areas Taesday, aliowing residents back instart
ing at noon.

"We have to check with our partners here to make sure
that it's safe for people to go back in,” Honea said, under-
standing the frustration of those who still have not been
able to see what remains of their homes. “That's when
we say it's safe, because if we don't do this, people could
die. People could die”

The number of peaple killed in the fire remained at 85
Tuesday when no human remains were found. The mam-
ber of people still nneccounted for after the fire dropped
from 203 to 158

At g press conference Monday, PGEE officials said thou-
sands of urned trees in Parndise werea hazard and still
need to be removed, one of the biggest problems associ-
ated with repopulation. The raviged wwn of 26,000 resi
dents has been closed to the public since officials ordered
residents to flee wind-whipped flames Nov, 8. The sher-
iff, in public statements a1 news conferences and in in-
terviews, has not offered & time frame for when evacna-
tion orders there could be lifted.

During the repopulation meeting Mondey,
did brainstorm and craft & statement regandil
ing done to open an important artery connecting such
communities as Magalia and £ City to the valley
floor — Pentz Road

“There is an effort to focus along the Pentz Road area
50 that we can provide access up into Magalia,” Honea
said. "And good progress is being made, hut we're hap-
ing to do that as soon as it's safe.”

When the upper ridge zones opened Tuesday, residents
could not teke the usual route through Paradise, They had
to travel up High 32 w Butte Meadows, then over to
Inskip and Stirling City down the Skyway: It'sa long com-
mute but the only routs that's apen.
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Officanls have nvoided providing specific time lines or
estimates on when evaguated ereas might be reopened,
they sy, beenuge plans could change by the hour. Anun-
upecu:d problem could pop up, soch as plastic culverts
througho the town of Parndise that may have meled,
or inclement weather coubd shint down work, delaying
Progress.

“As the fire is now contained, it provides some degree of
certainty, but there's stll nlot of unknewns" Honea said,
“Like the culvert issae. The culvert issue popped up on s

John Gaddie, n fire captain for Cal Pire-Butte County,
facilivates the dedly repopulation meetings, snd on ‘Tees-
iy he gulded this newspaper through the tewn of Para-
ddiee, noring the hazands that remedn there end the work
that continues to be done before residents can be allowed
back i

Grddie, hiswhite Cal Fire pi
tree removil und trimming crews and atility workers,
pointed out low-hanging phone lines, wtility pales that
tive been sheared at the bese but remain suspended in
the air by wires, and small sinkboles mnd “stumpholes™
that dot properties and roadsides.

“There are just g0 many hazards after & fire goes
through,” he anhl. “And =0 gll these people are working
tirelessh. They were here almost immediately after the
fire. PGEE trying to clear the ronds, first and foremeost,
ard then denl
nfierwards”

2 low-hanging pawar line, describes

tE with the subsequent power line issues @

ANDA CHU— BAY ARER REWS
some of 1ha hsards tha

Gaddie stopped his truck az o bmrd rondblock a1 Pentz
Road, wher multiple crews were trimming trees. He szid
work along Pertr Road was emphasized doring a repop-
alutbon meeting Toesday,

“Reeally trying to get Pantz Road open go that we have
an fecess route from the valley side woapper Magalia and
Stirting City ned oll those gress so {residentsh don't have
togo o wnd nround” through Butte Meadows, lie said

nd e did pot believe he would ever see devastation to the
extent that the Camp Fire brought. He called the scope of
rhe work being undertzken 1o dear the gren for resjdence
w return “unprecedented” and “momimental

He noted utility crews that have been called in from
Florida, Texas and other states to help the effort

“Weve lost nlimost & whole tow i
“Tt destroyed '|H (IO plus stract
coanty area. | mean thet's over three times more than
what hnppened last year in the Sanin Ros S«iuomu i
Napa fires. And it happened within 12

Gaddie sabd he feels for those Im\len T yet been
able 1o see whit remeins of their homes, in Paradise or
elsewhere.
want closure 1 get why they want 1o come,” he
¥ want to see it with their eyes and close that
chapter and move forward, hopeful
come back or not. T getit, But we want it safe for them
Period. We dor’t wam u tmgedy upon a tragedy”

December 4

Law enforcement couple
from Paradise recounts

dispatch to

Camp Fire

“It's not like I was questioning whether we
were going to doit. [knew we were going to do
it. There was no question of us doing it. But I'm
like, how many more lucky chances do we get?”

— Tiffuny Larsen

By Risa Jot

» Chico Bnserp 3

cwcos Butte County Sheriff's deputy Bobby Larson has
been shot at before, He would take that any day over re-
trming to & scene like what he experienced on Nov. §,

That day he saw the deadliest and most destructive
wildfire in California state history destroy his home and
his hometown.

“After being through thar, I'll take being shot at any
{expletive) day,” he said “I'Il go out the door right now
and be shot atif | don’t ever have to go back to something
like up on that mountain ever again.”

Larson is one of the dozens of Sheriff's Office employ-
ees who lost their homes in the Camp Pire, continuing to
serve the community through ftall

That morning, Larson had just about an hour of sleep
after working a night shift when he received & call from
bis wife of 11 years, Tiffany Larson, a special victims unit
detective with the Sheriff's Office. She told him there was
& fire in Pulga. It was all hands all deck, and he might
et called in.

He went back to sleep. Shortly after, another call came
— he needed o pack up the animals and get out of the
house.

Larson rounded up their four dogs and got them in
harnesses, threw on sweats end grabbed o pistol He was
only able to get one of their three cats. The others bolted.

Like nearly everyone else fleeing, Larson got caught
in gridlock trafiic and witnessed cars ablaze. Knowing
the town well, he was able to take a bike path to speed
up his route to Chico. There he dropped their animals
with a friend.

Then he got ready to work,

By the day's end, Larson would think to himself *I'm

going 1o die® an estimated 15 to 30 times.

e

While her husband headed townrd safety, Tiffany
Larson was en route to evacuate & retirement home by
Feather River Hospital. At this point, she knew this fire
was an exceptionally bad one.

"We've always said we're fine because they're never go
ing to let the flames get to the hospital)” she said. “They
ean't. Our hospital can't burn down.®

Larson arrived to a chaotic scene, with fire right up
against the retirement home. She started running to get
the residents into vehicles.

"It was crazy,” she said. "It was so loud. It was windy.
We got stuck in the wind vortex”

Larson tried to get out of town in her unmarked SUV
headed northbound but eouldn't make much headway,
She was directed to turn around and go south.

"This sounds like & cliche but | see the wall of fire that
‘we're going to have to drive through, and [ know that my
car’s not that great, and [ don't know if we're going to get
through i," she said, her voice growing quicter.

Larson had an older man, an evacuee from the retire
ment home, in her backseat. She turned around to face
the stranger who had been riding with her for just five
o 10 minutes.

“I'm like, "Hey [ know | don't know you and you don't
know me, but 1 don'’t know if we're going to make it out,
s0 can you just hold my hand?™

She briefly told him all of the “little things” she has
been teught to do — turn off the air, roll up the windows,
keep ing, avoid metel b f downed
power lines and have water ready. It was pitch black. She
guesses she had about two feet of visi
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A chared vehicle was left Friday in the middle of Honey Run Road in Butte Creek Canyon

“The embers are popping off my car,” she said, “My win-
dows are getting hot, We probably go, I don't know, it felt
like 10 miles but it was probably only maybe a quarter
mile, and we got through the flames. It kind of opened
up, It was super surreal”

There she saw h:rpartn er, standing with her sergeant.
They were out of the worst of it.

‘When Bobby Larson dropped his dogs and cat off at his
coworker's house, he found that his friend, also a deputy
sheriff, was suited up. Neither of them had orders but they
decided to go to Paradise on their own accord.

They drove through driveways, ditches and yards lin-
ing Neal Road to get to the Larsons" home. Larson needed
his uniform. When they got there, they found the neigh-
borhood on fire.

“It was hot,” he said. “It looked like lava.”

With the power off, Larson ran his hands over the fa-
mitiar walls of his home to find the flashlight he knew
was in the bathroom. He grabbed his belt, two pairs of
boots and his lunchbox out of habit. He could see his
lawn on fire.

He paused to collect himself

“Yeah I didn't think we were going to make it,” La
son said.

They made it o a clear parking lot, and he called his
wife. The house was gone,

When she got the call, Tiffany Larson was on traffic
control.

*“1 could hear in his voice that things werent good,”
she said

She almost threw up. She told her partner the news
Then she had to get back to the job.

One of Larson's colleagues asked her to drive his car to
Oroville to gas it up. When she got to the gas station, she
broke down. She started dry heaving — something she
had never done before but has found herself doing over
the past three weeks.

After exchanging cars, she helped her partner
evacuate one of his famlly members., Then, they went
to evacuate the remaining patients and staff at the
hospital.

They were going back into the fire. Larson was slightly
incredulous.

“It's not like [ was questioning whether we were going
o doit,” she said. “T knew we were going to do it. There
was no question of us doing it. But I'm like, how many
more lucky chances do we get?”

hhE
It was still bad. Power lines and trees were down.

Transformers were in the middle of the road. But there
wasn't a “fiery tunnel” like there had been before.
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It wasaround 2 or 3 p.m. when they got to the hospital.
With other law enforcement officers and nurses, Tiffany
Larson and her pariner loaded up & transport bus and
personal vehicles to get the last people out. The nurses
were covered in soot.

"They're amazing,” she said "The nurses are their own
set of heroes. Their boots are melted. Their name tags
are melted.”

After giving everyone a quick briefing to prepare them-
selves, Larson and her partner led o caraven of over 10 ve-
hicles away from the hospitel and headed south for Oro-
ville Hospital. The fire started 1o flare up again.

“You didn't know how bad it wasuntil you were already
too far into it,” Larson suid. “You didn’t have a choice to
marn around You bad to just chanee it and hope that there
wisn't something on the other side that was going tostop
you and get vou pinned.”

They made it through the flames and pulled off to the
side before running out to catch the attention of the other
drivers, so they would keep coming. Counting each car,
there was just one left, driven by a nurse who just wasn't
coming out. Finally she made iz

“Within 30 seconds, the flames overtook the rond,” Lar-
son said.

Around 10:30 pun. she finally “tapped out” and went
to her friend’s home where her dogs were.

Larson was back at work at 6:30 a.m. the next day. She
was assigned to the coroner's unit and has lead crews
searching for bodies, So far, a total of 88 people have
been confirmed dead.

Bobby Lerson was assigned to the Magalia area for
his night shift.

“It was like a war zone,” he said, “That's the best I can
describe it. Stuff you see on TV. These guys fighting over-
sens ... they drop a bomb and it just wipes (expletive) out”

Driving through town, he said he “could not compre-
hend” what he was seeing. His hometown was being
wiped out. He saw flames that seemed to be 300 feet tall.

While in Magalia, Lurson received an assignment to
evacunte the small unincorporated commuunity of Stirling
City which has just & few hundred residents. He headed
north, but then fire blew over the road. Voices on the ra-
dio kept telling him to go north but he couldn't. He turped
around to go south, but the fire had crossed that exit, too.

“T'm like (expletive) we're trapped,” he said. "We're go-
ing to die.”

Suddenly, a clearing appeared. He was able to evacuate
the communities of Lovelock and Stirling City.

Througheout the night, Larson evacuated people and up-
dated the command post He loves the adrenaline of be-
ing & sheriff's deputy, but he has never thought he would
die so many times in one day.

His colleagues who have served in combat told him
that their experience in war "had nothing” on this fire.

“Knowing that people didn't make it, that we could
not get to them and save them, is horrible,” he said. “It
was horrible”

was

MNow, Bobby Larson wishes he had taken some videos
or pictures. He was wearing his body camera but didn
wrn it on.

*1 never even thought to roll it at all,” he said. *T don't
think there was very many guysthet did. | know one guy
that did because he thought he was gonna die.”

Throughout the day and night, Bobby and Tiffany Lar-
gon heard their colleagues calling out for help. Their cars
had caught fire. Officers were loading evacuees into fire
trucks and bulldozers. Others were forced to shelter in
place with citizens.

"None of us were thinking about us,” said Tiffany Lar-
son. “We're thinking about how many more people can
we get to the other side of this. We're going to tuke these
people and save them. And if we don’t, Il be going down
Va'l'th ‘l!lﬂ-"

Larson remembers hearing her partners in Concow on
the radio screaming for air support because they were
with ahout 50 citizens trapped by flames.

“We know we're dealing with some (expletive) but we
know that our partners are very close to being killed,”
she said, gr:mrg emotonal, “We can hear it all on the ra-
dio while we're working. At that point I'm not worried
about me.”

Another voice that sticks with her is that of an officer
from & nearby city who was on Skyway.

He was stuck with about 30 mo’ple surrounded by
flames and was yelling for water. No one could get to
him because he wasn't familiar with the town and didn't
know where he was on the roadway. Thinking about it
still gives her goosebumps.

"The amount of terror that [ would have, having to be
in that (expletive) and not knowing exactly where [ was,
[ couldn’t even imagine,” Larson said.

Nov, 8 wes the most traumatic day of Tiffany Larson's
life. Right now, she is grateful just to be alive and for
her work.

“We're pushing forward,”
motion stays in motion.”

The couple’s days off are spent getting their lives back
together. They are in escrow on & house in Chico

“1 will sy, throughout all this, I'm homesick, and it's
not just for my home,” she said.

Larson worked for the Paradise Police Department
for five to six years hefore transferring to the Sheriff's
Office about two vears ago. She has lived in Paradise
from age 3,

Bobby Larson was born at Feather River Hospital and
has lived in Paradise his whole life. He married his high
school sweetheart, who he met at Paradise High School.
The couple is in their early 30s.

Tiffany Larson has some survivor's guilt. Throughout
the interview, she stopped herselfl several times, when
talking about what they lost She doesn't want anybody
1 feel sorry for them.

“"How dowe even have the andacity 1o be upset or com-
plain when we have these people who lost their lives?” she
asked. “They didn't just die of old age. They had the most
hellish death you could ever imegine.”

Larson said she still conldn't believe that her colleagues
all made it out.

“Everybody prepared themselves for dying that day,”
she said.

The two just cel d their 11th weddi
Bobby Larson delivered flowers and chocolate to his wﬂcs
office for her to find when she came into work. They went
out to dinner with friends.

1 tried to make things halfway normal” he said,

“It was perfect,” she said,

she said. “For me, a body in




Chico Enterprise Record
2-27-2019, page 10 of 14

December 18

Warning system
failure

In disasters such as the Camp Fire,

high-tech communities reduced
to 1940s-era responses

By Lisa Krleger s Suy Asva Nems G,

Regidents of Paradise bitterly complained in the wake
of the Cemp Fire that Butte County’s early warming sys-
tem failed them, and now & detailed Bay Ares News Group
analysis shows just how thorough that failure was.

The review revealed that thousands of eritical cellphone
messages wers missed, delayed or lost —a disturbing re-
minder of the fragility of our electronic notifications sys-
tems, even ns more of our lives move online

“The system failed. Technology, the thing 1 trust most,
failed,” said Lizsa Parr, an accountant who had signed up
to get the county’s emergency alerts but never received
one. Hard at work on her computer and phone that fateful
morning she was unsware of approaching flames and es-
caped with just moments to spare. “The system that was
supposed to help save us — it didn't.”

This news orpanization's review found problems at ev-
ery level — many residents didnt sign up for the system,
officials dido't trigger warnings for every neighborhood,
nnd foaded ord d cellular ks often failed
to deliver warnings to the intended recipient. Meanwhile,
flames engulfed the region with stunning speed, leaving
little room for error.

A Buite County spokeswoman said Sheriff Kory Ho-

nes will conduct an analysis and issue a report when
time allows.
*1 wish we had opportunity to get more alerts out, more
" said Honen during a community meeting
e third day of the fire. “We try to use as many sys-
tems as we can. ... But in the heat of this, it was moving
=0 fast, it was difficult to get that information out.™

©
semior director of em
center NYU La

If you don't have those
nking. And wishful thinkin,
u disester”

e things. it is wish

ways Tnils you in

To better understand how the failures occurred, this
news organization requested evacuation alert records
from the Paradise and Chico police depariments and from
Butte County, & well as cell tower information from the
California Public Utlities Commissior.

A review of alerts issued by the county and Paradise
police in the hours after the fire started on Nov. & shows
that no evacuation orders were issued by the county to
one six-square-mile swath of the city. Another four-mile
stretch of town received merely o warning; the notual or-
derto flee came 7.5 hours later, long after homes were re-
duced to ashes.

Prior to the Camp Fire, only an estimated one-querter
of the region's residents had signed up to get emergency
messages — but even when they signed up, many calls
didn't reach them. Success varied from geogmaphical zone
to zone, generally deteriorating as the fire spread and
infrastructure was damaged or overwhelmed. Even i
best-performing zones, 25 percent of alerts did not make
n connection to the resident's phone. In the worst zone,
the call faikure rate wes 94 percent

Seventeen cell towers burned that first d
ing to records obtained from the CPUC, Du
two weeks of the fire, & total of 66 cell phone towers were
damaged or out of service, causing phones to go silent
or citlls to be dropped as surviving towers became over-
loaded by traffic.

“We really need to get better at this" saild disaster
expert Kelly McKinney, author of the beok Moment of
Truth: The Nature of Catastrophes and How to Prepare
for Them. MeKinney urges the creation of a state system
to provide o notification template and backup help for lo-
el responders.

d w
maore than 20 peagle,
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In the San Francisco Bay Area, the public warning
systems are a patchwork of technologies, personnel, me-
dia, vendors and policies, and there are both duplica-
tions and gaps in their coverage, according to a 2017 re-
port by Bay Area Urban Areas Security Initiative, a fed-
erally-funded project to improve the region’s capacity
to respond to catastrophic events. As a result, the mes-
sages people receive in one city are often different than
those in another.

“California’s alert system is, in reality, 58 county alert
systems duct-taped together, with 58 different processes
and capabilities,” McKinney said. “If we're going to re-
move the duct tape and bolt and wire it together, so it’s
all one machine, the state has to do it.”

California counties’ individual warning systems sprang
up ad-hoc to address various threats. While there’s been
a trend toward integrating systems at the federal level,
local systems are still fragmented, driven by competitive
marketing among commercial vendors. Almost all of our
warning tools must be activated one-by-one and do not
support simultaneous activation using a tool called Com-
mon Alerting Protocol. The protocol, adopted by the fed-
eral government, allows warning messages to be sent all
at once across many platforms.

This creates otherwise avoidable delay, additional
workload, and opportunities for error for warning origi-
nators, according to the report. And there are few expla-
nations of different warning methods, what those meth-
ods mean, and what steps should be taken when a warn-
ing is issued.

New state laws aim to improve notification in the fu-
ture. One mandates statewide guidelines and training
programs for local governments. Another authorizes
counties to automatically enroll residents into emergency
notification systems, gaining access to phone numbers
through utility bills and other services.

In Paradise, only residents who had registered for
CodeRED, the county’s alert system, had any chance of
knowing what was happening during the Camp Fire.
County logs from Nov. 8 show that messages reached
16,683 phones but failed to reach another 10,869 despite
repeated attempts. Paradise Police reached a total of 4,855
phones but did not reach 4,099. Combined, authorities
also sent more than 6,000 texts and 6,700 emails that first
day, with additional alerts issued in the days following.
An estimated 38,702 people lived in the towns of Para-
dise, Magalia and Concow, with others scattered in more
rural parts of the county.

Butte County used a commercial system similar to
those used in most Bay Area counties, connecting to land-
lines, cell phones, emails and social media.

There is a second type of alert system, also available
to Bay Area counties, where notifications such as Amber
Alerts can be sent to cell phones regardless of whether
residents have opted-in. This system, the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency's Wireless Emergency Alert
(WEA), blankets an area with a warning.

But WEA's geographical targeting, based on a labyrinth
of cell towers and a honeycomb of tower signal “sectors,”
is not terribly precise. Any WE A alert will likely overshoot
or undershoot the desired alert area.

Both systems are vulnerable. They rely on local officials,
who are inevitably overwhelmed in the early hours of a
catastrophe, scrambling to save lives and get resources
to the danger, according to McKinney. As the fire con-
sumed Paradise, thousands of calls poured in to 911 —

where only two dispatchers were working.

In Paradise, officials issued evacuation alerts for 10
different zones in the city in just one hour, between 7:47
a2.m. and 8:43 a.m. But alerts were not sent in four other
zones, equally at risk. The Butte County Sheriff's office,
which issued the alerts throughout the county, referred
questions about the four zones to Paradise Police, who
did not respond to a request for comment.

“It'll never be perfect, when there’s limited time,” said
Daniel Gonzales of the RAND Homeland Security and
Defense Center, who led a 2016 study about warnings for
the U.S. Department of Homeland Security. But with re-
view and more pre-planning and practice, “it should be
possible to do much better than what happened in Par-
adise ... to minimize errors that might happen during a
very stressful set of conditions.”

To improve matters, officials will have to solve one
weakness of any electronic alert system: its dependence
on electricity.

Even during a power outage, messages that are sent
to & landline have a better chance of landing. That’s be-
cause power is sent to the phones through copper wires,
which are more heat-resistant. Phone company offices
have extensive battery systems, as well as backup gen-
erators, according to Santa Clara University School of
Law professor and former CPUC commissioner Cathe-
rine Sandoval.

But cell phone coverage is less reliable. Cell towers need
electricity to operate, but there is no requirement to have
backup electrical power at cell towers. Also, cell service re-
lies on fragile glass fiber optic networks to route calls from
the base stations to switching stations, then to custom-
ers. And because the systems are designed in a straight
line, when one tower goes down, incoming calls reverse
direction and bounce back.

Rural areas are especially vulnerable, with more lim-
ited networks, said RAND's Gonzales. And emergency of-
ficials are not told which towers are down or which car-
riers have lost service.

“The current technology gives us ubiquity, but not great
resiliency,” said Jamie Barnett, former chief of the Public
Safety & Homeland Security Bureau of the Federal Com-
munications Commission.

“Cellular networks allow us to have voice and data com-
munications nearly everywhere now,” he said. “But cell
phones are really just little radios, and they are depen-
dent on the viability of the cell tower and the viability of
the ‘backhaul’ into the network.”

In the eastern Paradise neighborhoods first hit by fire,
about 56 percent of the 4,272 emergency alert calls failed
due to what CodeRED manufacturer OnSolve calls “op-
erator intercept” or “timed out,” meaning that the phone
has been disconnected, the number changed or no lon-
ger in service, or — most likely — the network didn't find
sufficient signal strength or bandwidth to make the call
work, due to cell tower failure.

By 1:30 a.m. next morning, evacuation orders were
nearly futile for residents of the old logging town of Stir-
ling City and other rural communities up on Paradise
Ridge, north of Paradise. Records show that a stunning
98 percent of the phone calls made to that area to evac-
uate never reached a person.

“This has been a growing issue with emergency com-
munications — fostered by transition to more and more
people using cell phones and other systems that are reli-
ant on fiber,” said Sandoval.
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She blasted musicin the car so she wouldn't think, but
there was one thought she couldn't shake,

“I probably wouldn't see her again,” she said as her voice
broke, “... And that wasit.”

She drove from Copeland Road to Nunneley Road to
Pearson Road to Skyway. Vehicles crawled in gridlock
traffic. She couldn't turn the car around.

“I had a chance to save her and I just didn't do it,”
Christina said.

The Tafts

They lived their whole lives together — just them two.

Christina, 25, is a business major at Chico State
University and is expecting to graduate next fall. Her
mother, though listed as Victoria Taft in reports of
those who died in the Camp Fire, was known as Vicki
by everyone.

Vicki, 66, was a stay-at-home mon. She was born Nov.
11, 1951 in Pennsylvania, but grew up in Los Angeles.

Her family was immersed in the entertainment indus-
try. Vicki's mother did some modeling and her father was
a cameraman. Her half-brother was a screenwriter.

She attended UCLA but never finished, She worked in
real estate, and was actress and a stunt double until she
got injured on the set of “Dick Tracy” around 1989,

Her IMDB page says she is known for her roles in the
1991 film “Checkered Flag” and the 1981 film “Malibu Hot
Summer,” which also featured Kevin Costner. But, Vicki
often wouldn't share the details of her past life with Chris-
tina. She would simply say she didn't remember.

When they moved to Paradise in 2008 after spending
12 years in Arizona and three in Southern California,
Vicki joined the Lions Club for a time and enjoyed mak-
ing friends at the free church lunches in town.

Vicki liked to watch old sitcoms — mainly comedies
and romances, anything lighthearted. She was the type
of person who would draw smiley faces on the manag-
er's rent envelopes.

She would research things online and could talk for
hours on the phone. Often, she would leave notes around
the house of things she had to do or even just thoughts.
She wrote a book called “Tara” once, Christina remem-
bered, and enjoyed writing cards.

“We may have our ups and downs and all arounds but
deep in my heart I'll always love you and cherish you!”
Vicki scrawled in a card to Christina for her 23rd birthday.

It now hurts to see her mother's handwriting on cards
and the backs of photos she managed to save.

For Christina's 25th birthday — less than a month be-
fore the fire — Vicki ordered a Hawaiian pizza and stuck
a candle in it because Christina didn't like cake.

It would've been Vicki's birthday three days after the
fire started.

They were never apart for long periods of time. Chris-
tina tried to move out once for six months in the fall of
2013 — it didn't work for Vicki. She missed her daughter,
so Christina moved back in.

They would sometimes fight, especially when Vicki
would rearrange things in Christina's room or when
Christina would suggest they move to Southern Califor-
nia, but she had never seen her mother recoil the way she
did when they argued over evacuating.

Especially because it wasn't the first time they had to
do so.

In 2008, the Humboldt Fire swept through southern
Paradise and burned from Highway 32 across Skyway. It
scorched 23,344 acres and destroyed 87 homes, but no

one died. It was the same year Christina and Victoria had
moved to Paradise into a place on Skyway.

“The first time it was her getting me out,” Christina
said. “But it was 10 years ago and she could drive and
could see and we had calls to leave.”

There were no calls this time.

While her mother was social outside the house, they
mainly kept to themselves. They didn't have any family
in Paradise to call and warn them like their neighbor's
granddaughter had.

“By not having many friends or family, we were more
at risk of dying,” Christina said. “It was all on us to find
out what was going on.”

The search

The drive to Chico took nearly two hours. Once in the
city limits, Christina pulled over to the side of the road
and frantically started calling 9-1-1 to get help for her
mother.

The Butte County Sheriff’s Office logged her call at 1:26
p.m. It listed that her mother was on Copeland Road,
blind, unable to drive and would need to be transported
out.

Christina said she tried calling 9-1-1 for six hours.

“T told them she had disabilities and they were like,
‘Why didn't she leave?”” She said. “She didn't know it was
a mandatory evacuation and they were gquestioning me
on why she didn't go.”

Every time she would explain why her mother didn't
go with her, Christina would become more frustrated.
She began to text her friends to say that her mother was
probably going to die.

She soon met up with a friend she had made at the uni-
versity. With her mother's expired 1D in hand, Christina
went searching for Vicki at the evacuation shelters and
put her on the missing list.

Around 6 p.m., on the way to the Oroville Nazarene
Church shelter, they saw a California Highway Patrol of-
ficer on the side of the road. She pulled over to ask him
for help. He called her evacuation request into the com-
mand post.

“I didn't realize you could only do it in person or they
wouldn't care,” she said. “I realized that too, but you know
too late...Hours too late”

They checked the last shelter around 10 p.m.— nearly
12 hours after Christina had left Vicki behind. There,
Christina said she could feel her mother’s waves of en-
ergy around her.

She knew her mother was dead. Her friend told her to
keep looking.

Christina received a call a few days later from Alham-
bra County officials to go in for a DNA swab — remains
had been found on the property.

The call

Thanksgiving morning was when Christina was told
the remains found on the property matched her DINA. But
officials wouldn't tell her if they were found inside or out-
side of their apartment.

There were two calls.

She was driving to Nevada City to spend Thanksgiv-
ing with a Paradise adopt-a-family when officials first
called her to confirm the DNA match. The second call —
though Christina doesn't fully remember it — was to con-
firm Vicki's time of death.

Officials told her they suspected the fire had hit Cope-
land Road between 11 a.m. and noon.



Chico Enterprise Record
2-27-2019, page 14 of 14

“I only had one to two hours to get her out,” Christina
said. “When I was calling it was pointless because it was
too late anyway.”

Vicki's name was released on the fatality list the Mon-
day after. Christina still didn't know if her mother had
died inside or outside of their apartment.

It was only in person that she saw the caution tape rop-
ing off a block of the space where her mother’s body was
found. It was where their living room once was, Chris-
tina said. Probably by the window.

“She probably couldn't get out,” she said. “It was dis-
gusting imagining her dying.”

The return

Vicki liked Paradise. After living there for 10 vears, she
didn't want to leave.

“She would've been fine with just me and her, her whole
life and I was getting to be fine with that too and then
this happened,” Christina said.

She went up to Paradise twice to see the remains of
their two-bedroom apartment and doesn’t want to go
back.

“There’s nothing there,” she said.

All that was left in the rubble of the apartment they
had lived in for seven years were broken cups — including
one that had “love” written on it. Christina had given it to
Vicki as a gift for her birthday or Mother's Day.

There was also the caution tape.

“Twice is enough,” she said.

The life after

Christina’s memory of Nov. 8 and her conversation with
her mother a month later is sparse. But, she thinks about it
constantly and runs through scenarios of what she could
have done to get her mother to evacuate.

She could've disconnected the phone. She could've
called 9-1-1. She could've said, “I love you, I don't want
you to die — begging her.”

The first two weeks she was angry with law enforce-
ment officials for not doing enough. The second two weeks
she began to blame herself.

“Eighty percent of me was saying no and then that 20
percent that wanted to just run away and think about my-
self won,” Christina said. “Now it's just that 80 percent of
me that's just dying inside every day.”

Days following the fire, Christina watched and read re-
ports of people fighting off the fire with hoses and sur-
viving. She saw videos of people driving through rag-
ing flames and surviving. She said she didn't know she
could do that.

“1 thought if fire got in the street, you'd die right then,
but apparently not with all these other people staying with
fire in their yards,” she said. “It's my fault that I didn't stay.

“Everyone says no, but [ was responsible for her.. They
got their people out — their family out — and I just left.”

Christina now spends most days getting to know her
mother. She reached out to her estranged half-unclein Ar-
izona, Vicki's friends, and searched for movies she was in.
Most recently, she watched “Malibu Hot Summer,”

“I had asked her before and she said no she wasn't in
it,"” Christina said as she cracked & half smile, “1 watched
it and it was her — just thinner and younger, you know?”

Christina is staying at University Village until May —
thanks to a donation from a Chico State business pro-
gram alumnus — but she will need to find a place to stay

“Ileft my mom there
and she died, that
isthe worst thingI
could have ever done.
I'm going toregret
this my entire life.”

— Christina Taft

while she finishes her degree in the fall.

After graduation, she wants to move to Southern Cal-
ifornia or Arizona and maybe work to develop an emer-
gency communication platform prototype to improve cen-
tralized communication during emergencies. She wants
to name it after her mother.

Often, she is busy gathering resources or going to
school. At first, her financial situation made her feel in-
secure, she said, but now she mostly feels guilt.

“I left my mom there and she died, that is the worst
thing I could have ever done,” Christina said. “I'm going
to regret this my entire life.”

The memorial

They never talked about what Christina would do if
her mother died.

“It was just her and me,” she said. “She didn't have in-
surance or any of that stuff — we thought it was creepy.
She didn't expect to die”

A memorial is scheduled for Jan. 12, 2019. East Lawn, a
memorial and mortuary service in Sacramento, donated
their cremation and memorial services. Cremation was al-
ways what Vicki's family had done and Christina doesn't
want to leave her mother in Butte County when she leaves
after graduation.

Many people have been helping her plan the services,
but it is difficult for her to process the details.

“That was really hard for me to look at and finalize it,”
she said. “I want my mom back all the time constantly
and I can't do anything — it's a nightmare.”

Christina doesn't know who will come to the memorial
— her half-uncle and some adopt-a-family friends in Sac-
ramento might. Vicki's phone book is full of first-name-
only entries, making it difficult to find her friends. Some
aren't in the phone book, including Mary, the last person
Vicki probably talked to on the phone that day.

The memorial in Sacramento will be a tribute to Vicki's
life. Christina also wants to have one in Chico in the
spring for her mother's friends in Paradise to attend. She
wants her mother to be remembered through photos and
stories — even though it won't bring her back.

“She'd rather be alive than sitin articles, she'd want to
just be with me — alive,” Christina said. “She had things
to do, she had a life.”

If the Camp Fire hadn't happened, Vicki Taft would
have turned 67 that weekend. She would have seen her
daughter graduate, get married and have grandchildren
— she had already bought the baby clothes.

Christina's eyes welled with tears. She had forgotten
about the baby clothes — but now they were gone too.

“She didn't deserve that ending,” Christina said.
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Survivors’
‘rough

road after
evacualing

By Amanda Hovik
ahovik@paradisepost.com
@ahovik] on Twitter

Kailey Elliott, a 31-year-old
cancer survivor from Paradise,
and her husband are Camp Fire
survivors with two children
who lost their home, their be-
longings twice and are housing
a family of six on their property
in Chico.

The couple escaped the fire
and spent the first couple nights
after the fire sleeping in their
truck. They then moved from
house to house until they saved
enough money to buy a new
house.

Despite finally getting a roof
over their heads, the family’s
journey since the fire has been
full of challenges.

Elliott went to the hospital
the day after the Camp Fire for
treatment because a falling tree
branch that was on fire struck
her back and her husband lost
his truck in the fire.

Her husband, who was at
work the day of the fire, was hit
by another car on his way home
and left his car at their home in
Paradise.

Elliot helped evacuate four
Paradise Elementary School
students on the day of the fire.

“I was at home (that day) and
I had friends that had kids there
that were on the other side of
town that couldn’t get to them,”
she said, adding it was scary be-
cause the power was down at
the school and it was dark.

“I went into each classroom
and I had wet rags with me, I
covered the (four children’s}
faces because the smoke was so
bad you couldn’t see your hand
in front of vou,” she said. “I
filled up my truck with a bunch
of kids and just said get in and
we all just left.”

She said her Dodge Duran-
go’s front end melted coming
down Neal Road while evacu-
ating the elementary school stu-
dents.

But they soon started getting
help from the public. A Toyota
Matrix was donated from Para-
dise’s CMA Church and about a
month and a half after the fire,
a 20-foot trailer was donated by
a friend.
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The couple owned property
in Concow and used their Go-
FundMe money to replace her
husband’s tools lost in the fire
and generators for their Concow
property.

They went on a retreat to
Danville and when the couple
returned home on Christmas
night they found everything
was gone.

“Somebody smashed my car,
ripped out the trailer, stole ev-
erything down to our under-
wear,” she said. “We lost every-
thing twice.”

They stayed in a trailer in a
parking lot off the Esplanade
in Chico for about two months
after their belongings were
stolen. However, the trailer be-
longed to a shop worker and
they had to return it. Then the
couple found a house.

Now that the Elliott’s have
their place they're helping a
family in need by letting them
stay in a trailer in the backyard.
Mandi Moon, a 39-year-old sin-
gle mother and her children are
living on the property.

“We all went through a horri-
ble thing and there is no reason
to put semebody else out when
you have the opportunity and
the chance to give them some-
thing once you gain something,”
Elliott said.

She added they don’t have
everything they need but they
get what they can and come to-
gether as a team.

“There’s 12 of us all together
with a dog, we always figure
something out,” she said.

UNITY » PAGE4

Elliott added they are
taking it one day at a time.
Her family along with her
friend’s family of six chil-
dren are living on the one-
story mobile home property.

Her husband has been
the only person bringing
in income.

“He almost prefers to live
in a trailer and we've lived
off the grid for years and it
wasn’t bad,” she said. “But as
of now [ have to have a stable
home for my kids because we
have no other choice.”

“It has been a rough road
stressing to try to pay to
move in, to make sure we
get power turned and how
are we going to pay water,”
she added. “And repaying
bills again.”

Before the fire, she worked
as an at home care provider
and owned a cleaning busi-
ness but she lost her clients
after the fire.

She is a third time can-
cer survivor and says both
of her children, ages 7 and
9-years-old are disabled.
She also said that her hus-
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AMANDA HOVIK — PARADISE POST

Kailey Elliott, Camp Fire
survivor, is living in Chico
with her husband, two
children and helping a family
of six who are staying on
their property.

band has disabilities.

“A lot of people look at me
(and ask) why are you smil-
ing? (and I say) because we
made it,” she said. “We made
it. There’s no reason to be
upset all the time, we made
it out( of the fire) and that’s
what counts at this point.”

Elliot said her children
and the support from the
community help her to keep
her spirits up.

“When we got robbed,
I lost all of my medica-
tion. The cancer I just went
through in August, I had
surgery for ovarian cancer

and the cancer had spread
throughout my stomach,”
she commented. “They stole
all of my medication.”

She said she has no hor-
mones in her body and she
has no idea how she’s keep-
ing it together.

“I think it’s my kids and
the positive energy people
(are) giving to us and say-
ing that they’re praying for
us,” she said. “And the notes
I get in our mailbox, things
like that has been keeping us
alive and our spirits up.”

The couple did not re-
ceive any funding or insur-
ance after the fire because
they were renting the house
they has been living in for
two months.

Elliott said they are not
planning to return to Par-
adise and the couple is cur-
rently living in their house in
Chico month to month.

“It’s hard on me to know
that’s where my kids grew up
and that’s where they recog-
nized that was their home,”
she said. “To see something
like that I can’t do it. Every
time I go up there I come
down and I'm sick.”

Contact reporter Amanda
Howvik at 530-876-3071.
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Re-starting the Rock House Café and the
community of Concow

4 February 25,2019 & Ken Donnell, Special to Feather Publishing

The Rock House Café was originally
constructed in the 1930s at the time when
the Feather River Highway was built. The
Rock House served as a “roadhouse,
restaurant, and entertainment venue” for
persons working on the Feather River
Highway during the seven years required to
complete this roadway.

After the highway was completed, the Rock
House continued as a private business, but
the operation fell into decline in the 1960s
and 1970s. By the 1990s, the facility was in
decline and not operating on a regular basis.

Karen and Dave purchased the property in

2014 and slowly began to repair and remodel the property. They opened their small café — next to the
larger, original Rock House — in 2015 to serve food to the local community, and hosted musical events
on the patio behind the café. Restoration of the larger Rock House building was almost complete when
the Camp Fire tore through Concow and Yankee Hill on Nov. 9, 2018, destroying the larger building.

Fortunately, the smaller café was left intact, although in need of a thorough cleaning to remove the grit
and odor of smoke from the fire. Having been a friend of Karen’s since 2016 (she makes a great
cappuccino), | was drawn to help them recover as soon as Highway 70 reopened after the fire.

Simply stated ... everyone in Butte County is exhausted, and every resource in Butte County is strained
to the breaking point.

The impacts of the Camp fire to every city, every community and every citizen of Butte County is
inestimable. Persons displaced by the fire, including those trying to return to and live on their
properties, need help from persons living in nearby regions outside of Butte County. This help needs to
take many forms:

The historic Rock House located on Yankee Hill on Highway 70 was a familiar site to anyone traversing the

Feather River Canyon. It was bullt in 1937 using horse and wagon to locally source the rock. The walls are This ga rden statue was left untouched, along with the thick
18 inches thick and are all that's left of the main structure. The owners lost not only the business, but also
their home as the Camp Fire swept through the area the morning of Nov. 9, the day after the fire began.
Photos by Victoria Metcalf

rock walls of the Rock House.,
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- Strategic equipment and supplies to help residents clean and re-build their properties.
- Friendship and encouragement to help deal with the emotional impacts of the fire.

- Professional consulting to deal with issues of legally re-building, dealing with FEMA, insurance claims,
obtaining necessary permits from Butte County, etc..

- Financial assistance.
- Entertainment, food and artistic expression to help Concow rebuild itself as an active community.
With all of the above needs pointing towards the most important need of all ... HOPE.

At the present moment, the residents of Concow and all of Butte County are running critically short of
HOPE ... hope for an improvement in their current situation, hope that someday their communities will
again be functional and happy places to live, hope that somebody “out there” cares enough to help a
stranger in need.

Recovery from a disaster such as the Camp Fire is often not a linear process. There is no simple road
map to success. But there are some basic steps, which those of us living “out there” can take to
contribute to getting the Rock House Café re-started, and helping to re-build the communities of
Concow and Yankee Hill.

Start food preparation

Get the Rock House Café operational so that food can be prepared in this facility and served to nearby
residents. Karen and Dave have made a lot of progress toward cleaning the Café and removing the
odor of smoke, but cleaning a facility after smoke intrusion often takes more than one cleaning.

One or two appropriately sized generators would be helpful as service from PG&E is currently not
available. Karen and Dave will post a short list of other items needed, which will soon be sent out via
public media websites and Plumas News.

Get food being served on the patio. FEMA has withdrawn from any further involvement with helping to
clean up the Rock House property due to it being “a commercial business in an unincorporated
community.”

Dave and Karen have hired a private contractor and are contributing their own labor to remove the
debris from the burned out larger building. Once this debris is removed, a final cleaning of the patio
area should have the patio ready for public occupancy for food service, musical events, spiritual
services and other public gatherings.

Improve the Rock House website to help the business to recover and to provide a location for delivery
of strategic resources directly to Concow and Yankee Hill residents. The website for the Rock House,
www.rockhousehwy70.com, will be improved to attract more business to the Rock House Café, and will
also employ software that will allow Concow residents to post messages with equipment and supplies
they need, and so that persons living outside of Butte County can arrange for delivery of the requested
resources. Often this exchange will be made at the Rock House property. We will be posting regular
updates at www.californiagiftofmusic.org, which is the website used for my blog posts about our work
at Miracle City in Chico immediately after the Fire.

An example of such person-to- person assistance is what inspired me to begin this action. In December
2018, | was contacted by a friend in Plumas County who knew of someone who had a 1990s Subaru
wagon they wished to donate directly to someone displaced by the fire. | then called Karen MacGowan,
who confirmed she knew of a person who desperately needed a replacement vehicle.

I never spoke directly with the owner of the Subaru, and | only spoke once with the person who
received this donated vehicle. But somehow, my friend and | managed to get these people connected
so that one life torn apart by the Camp Fire was made a bit better by the generosity of a Plumas county
resident.

After a disaster of the magnitude of the Camp Fire, recovery can be too big of a word for a damaged
person, or family or community to deal with. Sometimes, we need to put the big picture of recovery
aside, and just focus on the small steps to make things “better.” When we take enough small steps to
fix the simple problems in front of us, on a person-to-person or family-to-family basis, “better” will
eventually lead to the larger picture falling into place.
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The process of arranging for delivery of these supplies and equipment will be item-to-item and person-
to-person. This will keep the operation small, easily manageable, and involve the least possible
regulatory oversight. Even though FEMA has officially withdrawn from the Rock House property,
everything involving regulatory issues in Butte County remains difficult due to overlapping jurisdictions
... Federal government (FEMA, U.S. Forest Service) Butte County (sheriff, code enforcement, health
department, etc), State of California (DMV, CalFire, state relief agencies).

The next steps

The first step is to organize some workdays to help Karen and Dave clean the inside of the café and the
surrounding property to the point where it is fully operational, and a beautiful and pleasant location to
have a meal. Dave and Karen are doing such an amazing job of cleaning their property that the list of
what is specifically needed is growing shorter every day. Look for updates about what work is needed
atwww.rockhousehwy70.com, and at www.californiagiftofmusic.org,

The second step is to concurrently begin holding conference calls among those persons who want to
take a lead role in organizing the longer-term work. Group emails will be also be helpful, but some
group conversations will be important. It would be nice to start these conversations in one to two
weeks (approximately March 1).

In the beginning, | will be organizing these discussions myself, and posting through
www.californiagiftofmusic.org. As our work moves forward, and as Karen and Dave have more
available time, Karen will begin to assume responsibility for organizing future “"Rock House Revival
Events” through www.rockhousehwy70.com,

My long term dream is that, for many years to come, every resident of Plumas County who passes the
Rock House traveling to or from their Plumas home will feel a sense of pride at seeing, and possibly
being a part of, the Rock House Revival.

Each of us reading these words has the ability to make a difference in the lives of residents in the
Concow-Yankee Hill communities who desperately need HOPE to persevere, and move forward. This is
a moment we where can make history, and | encourage anyone, living anywhere, to join this noble
work.
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Men change pleas in thefl of firefighter’s pickup in Camp Fire

By Andre Byik
abyik@chicoer.com
@andrebyik on Twitter

OROVILLE » Two men ac-
cused of stealing a firefight-
er's personal pickup truck
during the Camp Fire have
changed their pleas.

Concow residents Wil-
liam Erlbacher, 39, and
Robert DePalma, 60, each
pleaded no contest Thurs-
day in Butte County Supe-
rior Court to a felony count
of vehicle theft in connec-
tion with the incident.

Erlbacher and DePalma
each face up to three years
in state prison when they
are sentenced April 25.

Erlbacher had faced an
additional count of first-
degree burglary, but that
charge was dismissed as
part of his no contest plea.
Prosecutors had alleged he
broke into a fire station be-
fore taking the firefighter's
pickup.

Both men remained out
of custody as they await
sentencing.

The Butte County Dis-
trict Attorney’s Office has
said the charges against
the two men stem from an
episode that began Nov. 8
— the day the Camp Fire
ignited — when the fire-

fighter was called in to re-
spond to the blaze, driving
his Ford F-250 to Cal Fire
Station 36 at Jarbo Gap.
The firefighter left his
key in the station’s bunk
area and left the station on
a fire engine, prosecutors
have said. After returning,
things were amiss at the
station, and the firefight-
er’s truck was missing.
The truck was later re-
ported seen near the Safe-
way on East Avenue in
Chico, and it was later
found parked near the side
of a house on Cactus Ave-
nue, prosecutors have said.
Cal Fire law enforce-
ment officers arrested Erl-
bacher and DePalma for
their suspected roles in
the incident Nov. 16, ac-
cording to jail records.
Prosecutors said that
while it was indicated Erl-
bacher and DePalma were
fleeing the fire at the time,
it did not appear they
had a plan to return the
pickup, which was found
eight days after it had
been taken from the fire
station. It was further al-
leged that the truck’s back
window and license plate
had been covered while it
was parked.
Philip Heithecker, Erl-

“I spent an extraordinary amount
of time and effort trying to

piece this case together. What

I've discovered was DePalma,
Erlbacher and another gentleman
by the name of ‘Jones’ — they were
home when Concow was engulfed

in flames.”

— Philip Heithecker, William Erlbacher's attorney

bacher’s attorney, said
Thursday he was able to
show that Erlbacher, De-
Palma and a third un-
charged person had a le-
gal necessity to take the
truck to escape death.

“It was either that or
death,” Heithecker said.
“That’'s how serious it
was. That fire came ... to
the fire station.”

In light of the legal ne-
cessity showing, he said,
Erlbacher was able to
plead to vehicle theft in an
agreement that resulted in
his burglary charge being
dismissed. It was unfortu-
nate, the defense attorney
said, that the truck was
not returned promptly.

“I spent an extraordi-
nary amount of time and
effort trving to piece this

case together,” Heithecker
said. “What I've discov-
ered was DePalma, Erl-
bacher and another gentle-
man by the name of ‘Jones’
— they were home when
Concow was engulfed in
flames.”

The attorney said Erl-
bacher and DePalma got in
DePalma’s truck to escape
the fire, and Jones got on
a motorcycle. Jones, how-
ever, wrecked the motor-
cycle trying to escape and
was badly burned. He then
got in DePalma’s truck,
which “basically melted.”

They then walked, ran
and sometimes crawled
from Concow to Highway
70, making it to the fire
station, Heithecker said. A
video camera at the station
captured a white car arriv-

ing there and then turning
around and leaving.

The defense attorney
said he learned that a
woman driving the white
car gave Erlbacher and
Jones a ride to the station
before going back and
picking up DePalma. Af-
ter DePalma got to the sta-
tion, he said, Jones came
out saying something to
the effect of, “I've got a
truck, let’s get out of here.”

The three men got in
the truck and immediately
headed for a hospital, Hei-
thecker said. Jones was ul-
timately flown to a hospi-
tal to care for his wounds.

Erlbacher, he said,
did admit to driving the
pickup, but he just took
the fall for Jones. Hei-
thecker added he was able
to show that Erlbacher has
not driven for 15 vears and
cannot “legally see.”

“Jones was the one that
took the truck and drove
it,” he said.

Where is Jones?

“Jones is in the wind
and probably won’t be
prosecuted,” Heithecker
said, “because of legal ne-
cessity.”

Contact reporter Andre
Byik at 530-896-7760.
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BIDWELL PARK

Injured or captured deer once ran in the Bidwell Park deer pen on East Eighth Street, visible Feb. 11next to the Chico
Creek Nature Center in Chico.

Details of Maidu Living
Village plan available

Staff reports

CHICO » A chance for the
public to see plans for the
proposed Maidu Living
Village comes with a meet-
ing at 6 p.m. Thursday at
the Chico Creek Nature
Center, 1968 E. Eighth St.

The plan is to create an

interactive experience to
inform visitors about the
Mechoopda, which is a
tribe of the Maidu people,
according to a city press
release. The site is the for-
mer deer pen that is next
to the Chico Creek Nature
Center.

The project is a coordi-

nated effort between the
city, which owns Bidwell
Park, the local Mechoopda
tribe, and the Chico Area
Recreation and Park Dis-
trict, which leases the na-
ture center and its grounds
from the city.

The groups are applying
to the state for a Prop. 68

grant from the California
Natural Resources Agency
to build the site.

Information about the
project will be available at
the meeting, or contact the
Chico Parks Division, 896-
7800 or email parkinfo@
chicoca.gov.
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LOCAL BUILDER, VOLUNTEER

BUILD TINY HOMES FOR VICT

in Orovllle on Sunday.

By Kayla Fitzgerald
kfitzgerald@chicoer.com

OROVILLE » Volunteers from
Sewa International joined local
builder Alyssa Nolan to build
tiny homes for victims of the
Camp Fire on Sunday.

Nolan, who lost her home in
the Butte Lightning Complex
fires in 2008, began building the
tiny homes in January.

“I got burned out from Con-
cow in 2008 so I totally know
what it is,” Nolan said. “When
the fire happened i gave food,
clothes and money and 1 just
thought, ‘Lord, I really could do

(L]

more.

After reaching out to her net-
work, the owner of the land at
1790 Montgomery St. in Oro-
ville told Nolan she could build
on that property.

Nolan said she works nights
and most weekend but still finds
time to build during the week.
People have come from as far
as Placerville to help with the
building,.

“T come out here almost 40
hours a week Tuesday through
Friday whether people are here
or not.

In 2016, Nolan was named
social entrepreneur of the year

at Chico State for a different
housing venture and used her
knowledge to begin building
tiny homes. Since January, No-
lan said she has completed two
homes that will be donated to

single parents.

“That’s a single mom that got
burned out from Concow,” No-
lan said. “This is for a single
dad. He has an 8-year-old devel-
opmentally disabled son. They
were living at the fairgrounds
and now they're at the Torres
Shelter just waiting for it.”

OS B r'.m'x- FITZGERALD — ENTES IR
Alyssa Nolan (left) works with Rohan Patil (back), Guru Prasad and Abhishek Mishra (far right) to build a tiny house for a Camp Fire victim

SE-RECORD

Funding for the tiny homes
began by using GoFundMe
pages. Others, like Scott from
High-Hand Nursery in Loomis
has helped fund some of the
building as well, Nolan said.

Building of the third tiny
home began Sunday with a
group of 25 volunteers from the
Bay Area chapter of Sewa Inter-
national.

Sewa International is a non-
profit volunteer organization
that helps those in the time of
need after disaster hits any-
where in the world, said Guru
Prasad, coordinator of the Sewa
Bay Area chapter.

“Our team is trying to see
how we can help. Sewa does it
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Abhishek Mishra (left) works with Rohan Patil, Suresh Patil, Shivani
Patil and Alyssa Nolan when members of Sewa International came
to Oroville to help build a tiny home for a victim of the Camp Fire on
Sunday.

in three ways. Relief, reha-
bilitate and rebuild,” Prasad
said.

Prasad said the funding
comes from donations, cor-
porate sponsors and grants.
Sewa is funding and help-
ing build the third tiny
house, but the organiza-
tion hopes to be able to help
build more in the future by
bringing more volunteers
and more funds.

“Being empathetic and
giving back is something
that is very important. It
really feels good that we
are able to help somebody,”
Prasad said.
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PARADISE

Seriously
burned bear
cub rescued.
recovering

By Robin Epley
repley@chicoer.com

PARADISE » An emaciated bear
cub found Wednesday in Yankee
Hill is likely a Camp Fire survivor,
due to the severe burns found on
his paws and the conspicuous ab-
sence of his mother, said Henry
Lomeli, a biologist for the Cali-
fornia Department of Fish and
Wildlife.

The bear, which Lomeli said
was a “stunted yearling,” only
weighed about 15-20 pounds when
Fish and Wildlife wardens got a
call to investigate a cub that had
been up a tree for several days, ac-
cording to a local resident.

Such a small cub is often a tar-
get of prey, and “because of that,
they don't get far from their moth-
ers,” Lomeli said. The lack of a
mother bear hovering somewhere
nearby is a likely sign that she did
not survive November’s wildfire.

Lomeli said the bear was in
“terrible” condition when they
found him, and that “he was just
skin and bones and hair, with
very little muscle,” after surviv-
ing on his own for the past five
months.

Bear

FROMPAGE1

The bear has been taken
to Lake Tahoe Wildlife
Care, one of the few local
centers that rehabilitates
bears. Cheryl Millham,
founder of the center, said
they often call their tempo-
rary residents by the area
in which they were found —
thus, the bear cub has been
named “Paradise.”

Paradise the Bear is still
at an extreme risk of death
or organ failure due to mal-
nutrition, and “he’s not out
of the woods by any means,”
Lomeli said, but Millham
said she’s very encouraged
so far by the cub’s accep-
tance of formula and of
some oatmeal and fruits.

“As long and I can get
him to drink formula, he'll
be OK,” Millham said.

So far, she said, Para-
dise’s favorite snack is oat-
meal ... maple-flavored, of
course.

The center will likely
keep Paradise for six to
eight weeks, and if he sur-
vives, they will return him
to the Department of Fish
and Wildlife, headquar-
tered in Rancho Cordova.
The department officials

will observe him for a short
time, fit him with a GPS
tracking collar and then
return him to his home in
Butte County, Lomeli said.

Generally, Lomeli ad-
vised, the department does
not immediately assume
cubs to be abandoned or or-
phaned, and always suggest
waiting to see if the mother
returns within a day or two.

“We don’t want to start
taking animals away from
their parents if they're not
lost,” he said.

But in the case of Par-
adise, it was obvious to
game warden Lt. Barry Ce-
ccon that no tracks from a
mother were nearby, and
the little bear needed help.

“He’s been without a
mother for five months, try-
ing to make a living and not
doing very well at it,” Lom-
eli said. “He’s a tough little
guy.”

In the meantime, the
Lake Tahoe Wildlife Care
center has a webcam where
supporters can follow the
cub’s progress. You can visit
www.ltwe.org/webcams to
watch Paradise and two
other recently-orphaned
cubs play, sleep and eat as
they recover.

Contact reporter Robin
Epley at 530.896.7776.

HENRY LOMEL|I — CONTRIBUTED

Veterinarian Deanna Clifford works to save a badly-emaciated
bear cub with burns on its paws, found Wednesday in

Yankee Hill.
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Volunteers begin replanting trees for private land owner

By KaylaFitzgerald
kfitzgerald@chicoer.com

coNcow » A group of 30 vol-
unteers began replanting trees
Saturday near Concow for a pri-
vate land owner whose land was
burned in the Camp Fire.

The group was lead by Thad
Walker with the Butle County
Conservation Resource District
and Carrie Wendl with Point
Blue Conservation Science. One
Tree Planted, a nonprofit based
in Vermont, also was part of the
project.

Trees

FROMPAGE1

“I think it’s really unique
that we have people com-
ing from the Bay Area and
Shasta Lake and from all
over the place. It feels like
a greater community,”
Wendt said. “This commu-
nity was heavily impacted,
but it feels like people are
really coming in from all
over the place to help, so
it’s great.”

Claudia Ward and Belle
Gartland drove to Oroville
from Oakland Saturday
morning.

One of Ward’s close
friend’s parents lost their
home in the Camp Fire
and she had put together
a fundraiser for them after
the fire occurred. She said
when Gartland asked her
to attend the replanting,
she was all for it because
it affected so many people
who don’t even live near the
burned area.

“It just affected so many

“We're working with One
Tree Planted; theyv're kind of
our partner. They're an inter-
national organization that fo-
cuses on reforestation,” Walker
said. “They kind of contacled
us and had already been think-
ing a lot about the replanting
efforts. They have been a great
partner in helping us make this
happen.”

Walker said after the fire,
there are a lot of needs in a lot
of different directions. This was
the first day the group began the
replanting efforts.

people. It affected us being
down there (Oakland) from
the smoke,” Ward said. “We
weren’t too far removed
from what was going on.
It’s a great opportunity to
come and support.”

“Our efforts right now are just
providing land owners with in-
formation about their property
post-fire, erosion control, things
like that. Just kind of being able
to provide the resources for
them,” Walker said.

Wendt, who works with Poinl
Blue Conservation Science, was
a resident of Paradise and lost
her home in the Camp Fire. She
said there are multiple reasons
why replanting in the burn area
is important.

“For ecological restoralion, so
we're bringing trees back into

Ward said seeing the dev-
astation for the first time
was emotional for her.

“It’s definitely emotional,”
Ward said. “I hadn’t driven
up here. This is the first
time I've driven through

the system. That would happen
on its own naturally over a long
period of time, but we’re trying
to jump-start that,” Wendt said.
“I also think it’s helpful for the
communily to see Lhe restora-
Lion and to feel like they can
be part of restoring landscapes
after the fire, just to feel like
they’re connected to the land a
little bit more.”

Wendl said she was surprised
to see people coming from far
away to help with the replant-
ing project.
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Claudia Ward
looks on as Belle
Gartland digs a
hole to plant one
of their trees on
Saturday.

MATT BATES —
ENTERPRISE-RECORD

here and just seeing it for
the first time, it just has an
eerie sense about it as you
drive through because it’s
silent. You really see first-
hand how devastating the
fire was.”
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Grant applications being
accepled by Butte Strong

Staff reports

The Butte Strong Fund
is accepting grant appli-
cations for organizations
and agencies that qual-
ify for Camp Fire recov-
ery and rebuilding funds.
A nine-member committee
of community leaders, most
with ties to Paradise, Ma-
galia or Concow, will eval-
uate and determine which
applications are approved
and how much money will
be allocated from NVCEF.

The nine members on
the NVCF committee are:
Chuck Rough, former Par-
adise town manager; Anna
Bauer, First 5 Commission
program manager; Scott
Lotter, former Paradise
mayor; Carol Peterson, for-
mer publisher of the Para-
dise Post; Don McNelis, for-
mer Butte County Office of
Education superintendent;
Geoffrey Chinnock, man-
ager, Morrison & Co.; Greg
Webb, local builder; Peggy
Moak, former Butte County
treasurer-tax collector; and
Farshad Azad, board chair,
North Valley Community
Foundation.

Sierra Nevada and Aaron
Rodgers will maintain the
decisions on the use of their
donated funds.

Organizations are asked
to visit ButteStrongFund.

org to determine if they
qualify for funding. Those
that do can submit a brief
grant inquiry before be-
ing invited to submit a full
application. Staff at NVCF
will facilitate the applica-
tion process.

The applications then
will be reviewed by the
three founders of the Butte
Strong Fund — the North
Valley Community Foun-
dation, Sierra Nevada Brew-
ing Co. and the Aaron Rod-
gers NorCal Fire Recovery
Fund.

““We have been thought-
ful about every grant made
in response to the Camp
Fire,” said Alexa Benson-
Valavanis, president and
CEO of the North Valley
Community Foundation.
“To date, we have granted
more than $2.4 million
from our Camp Fire Re-
lief Fund, and facilitated
more than $3 million in
NVCF donor-directed and
sponsor-directed relief ef-
forts “However, as we shift
to the long-term recovery
work it has always been
our intention to appoint
an independent group of
people to determine the
most appropriate use of
our philanthropic dollars.
I believe we have the right
group in place. They have
our trust and confidence. I

am so hopeful that NVCF
and the Butte Strong Fund
will play a meaningful role
in the long-term recovery
of this region.” The Butte
Strong Fund, established
last month as a partner-
ship of three major fun-
draising efforts, provides
funding for eligible organi-
zations or local government
entities that are directly
serving people affected by
the Camp Fire. Individ-
ual assistance is handled
through those organiza-
tions. The Butte Strong
Fund offers grants to orga-
nizations within six focus
areas: housing, children
and youth services, health
and wellness, education,
community development
and business recovery. To
be eligible to request fund-
ing, an organization must
clearly show the direct
benefit to those displaced
by the Camp Fire that will
be achieved through their
project. Grantees will be
asked to provide periodic
updates to track progress
on the projects that are
funded. The Butte Strong
Fund is still receiving do-
nations. Tax-deductible do-
nations can be sent to Butte
Strong Fund, 240 Main St.,
Suite 260, Chico, CA 95928
or by visiting www.buttes-
trongfund.org.
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Coflee donates

over $7,000

Staff reports

cHIco » Tender Loving Coffee do-
nated $7,150 last weekend to 21
families and individuals from
Concow and Magalia, the same
day launching a new coffee blend
called Rise from which all pro-
ceeds will go toward long-term
fire recovery.

“Immediate relief can only go
so far, and there will never be
enough to make up for everything
that was lost,” said Heath Dewey,
co-owner of Tender Loving Coffee.
“We know that many impacted by
the tragedy fear that support will
dry up just as they are ready to re-
ceive it. Our goal is to raise funds
that can benefit Butte County in
the long-term. We want to let the
community know that we are with
them for the long haul.”

The coffee roaster also de-
livered 80 pounds of coffee to
Camp Fire victims and commu-
nity workers for Thanksgiving
as well as complimentary coffee
throughout November and De-
cember to first responders, sur-
vivors, Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency workers and oth-
ers involved.

Twelve-ounce bags of the Rise
blend can be purchased for $14
at Tender Loving Coffee, located
at 365 E. Sixth St. in Chico. For
more information, visit the com-
pany’s website at tenderlovingcof-
fee.com.
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I CAMP FIRE SURVIVOR AND BURN VICTIM SHARES STORY OF SURVIVAL
B

A Camp Fire survivor and burn victim shared her story
of survival with Action News Now.
Posted: Apr. 1,2019 10:26 PM

Updated: Apr. 2, 2019 9:55 AM
Posted By: Laura Eng ©
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CONCOW, Calif. - A Camp Fire survivor and burn victim shared her story of survival with Action News Now.
36-year-old Terra Hill has third-degree burns from her waist to her toes. She said the injuries changed her life forever,
“I remember looking down at my feet, my feet melting off,” Hill said. “The skin was off to the side and there was blood everywhere.”
lust before her escape from the fire on Nov. 8, Hill said she was in bed when she saw a glow from her Concow window.
She was a caretaker on the property. She got into a truck with her roommate and tried to drive off.
"We maybe made it 10, 15 feet before it died and the brakes failed and it rolled back into a ditch,” Hill said.
The pair got out of the truck and tried to run back to the property to hide in a water tank, but the property was in flames. Her skin was burning off as
she ran through the fire. They soon found other trucks parked nearby.
"I started inhaling the air from the truck,” Hill said.
Hill and her roommate kicked each other, making sure the other was still alive.
"And the last time | kicked him, he didn't kick me back,” Hill said.
She screamed for help and first responders picked her up and took her to safety. She was sent to UC Davis for treatment.

Doctors at UC Davis said she had a 20 percent chance of survival, but three and a half months later, she beat those odds and was sent to the Enloe
Rehabilitation Center in Chico.

Hill has third-degree burns from her waist to her toes.

"l will have surgeries throughout the rest of my life,” Hill said. “l will be in and out of the hospital.”

But she said despite her injuries, she will walk again one day.

“I know | will be able to walk again because | don't know how to give up, but my life will never be the same again,” Hill said.

Hill's lawyer said she is pursuing a claim through the bankruptcy court alongside several other wildfire survivors.
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What is
the toll?

Wildfires
explained

A CALmatters investigation breaks
down wildfire coslts lo environment,
life. finances. housing and more

By Julie Cart and Judy Lin
CALmatters

If it seems that wildfires are burning nearly
all the time these days, that there's no longer a
definable fire season in California, you're right.
Fourteen of the 20 most destructive fires in state
history have occurred sinee 2007, and California
has 78 more annual “fire days” now than it had
50 years ago.

When 2018 became the worst fire vear on re-
cord, we accepted a new reality. Now each year
could surpass the last, setting records for the
size, destruction, cost and loss of life. A state-
commissioned report makes the harrowing pro-
jection that under current emissions trends, the
average burn area in California will increase 77
percent by the end of the century.

The state has spent, conservatively, more than
54.7 hillion from its emergency fund in the last 10
years to fight fires. Cal Fire, the state's firefight-
ing agency, has been chewing through its fire-
fighting budget only months into a year, leaving
little to pay for thinning California’s forests and
helping rural communities protect infrastructure
and water supplies.

California’s fires are disruptive long after they
are put out, displacing homeowners and even en-
tire communities for months or vears. Even as
the charred wood deeays, it produces emissions
that set back the state’s efforts to combat climate
change — only worsening the wildfires to come,

A changing climate

A warming climate complicates everything.
Hotter and drier seasons mean that big fires in
WILDFIRES » PAGE &
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December, once almost un-
heard of, are now common.

In earlier decades, fires
late in the year might have
sputtered out after hitting
hillsides wet with winter
rain. More recent blazes
feasted on vegetation that
has been sucked of mois-
ture by persistent drought.

Even years of plentiful
rain harbor dangers. Post-
fire precipitation, especially
very wet winters, can usher
in the growth of non-native
shrubs and grasses that
burn quickly and spread
fires faster than native spe-
cies.

More homes at risk

California’s bigger, more
frequent fires are endan-
gering more residents — 85
perished in the 2018 blaze
that destroyed Paradise and
much of Concow, Magalia
and Butte Creek Canyon.
Forest fires is a2 misnomer
as flames race across land-
scapes dotted with commu-
nities that have been carved
out where trees once stood.

The trend of more Cal-
ifornians living in harm’s
way complicates firefight-
ing efforts and ramps up
the danger fires pose.
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Epidemic of
dead trees

California's forests,
which cover a third of the
state, are now choked with
some 150 million dead trees.

Weakened by a prolonged
drought, which scientists
link to climate change, Cal-
ifornia’s ubiquitous pines
and oaks are vulnerable to
insect infestation and dis-
ease. Those giants crash to
the forest floor and, unless
they are removed, provide
ready fodder for the next
voracious fire. The die-off
is catastrophie, beyond the
reach of state foresters to
remedy.

In many communities of
the central and southern
Sierra Nevada, “80 percent
of trees are dead,” said Ken
Pimlott, former director of
Cal Fire.

Fire-prone
federal forests

The state owns only
about 3 percent of Califor-
nia's wooded acreage. Some
land is owned by cities,
counties, Native American
tribes and private holders.
President Trump has criti-
cized California’s fire man-
agement.

But the biggest forest
landlord in California, by
far, is the federal govern-
ment, which manages 18
national forests in the state.

The U.S. Forest Service
has a longtime policy of
quickly putting out every
fire which has packed fed-
eral land with fuel to burn.
Its budget falls short of the
cost of needed work to re-
duce that fuel.

The electricity factor

Hundreds of thousands
of miles of transmission
lines and other electri-
cal equipment are strung
across California, draw-
ing little attention — un-
til authorities name utility
equipment as the cause of
a wildfire. One in 10 Cali-
fornia wildfires is related to
energy equipment, accord-
ing to the state's chief util-
ity regulator.

Lawmakers have ordered
that utility companies put
safety measures in place,
hoping to ensure that their
equipment won't spark fu-
ture fires. Among the firms’
strategies: more aggres-
sively clearing brush and
trees around transmission
lines; swapping wooden
power poles for metal ones;
and maintaining a network
of remote cameras to watch
wind, smoke and other dan-
gers.

None of these or other
fire-mitigation efforts will
come cheaply. When a judge
proposed sweeping new
safety measures for Pacific
Gas & Electric, the company
said the work could costan
eye-popping $150 billion.
And consumers can be ex-
pected to foot much of the
fire-mitigation bill as utility
companies pass costs along.

Floating umbrellas
of horrid air

When fires burn in un-
inhabited wildlands, their
corrosive effects can be car-
ried hundreds of miles by
the wind, causing stinging

eyes, burning throats and
severe coughing.

Local air districts issue
warnings to residents to
wear masks and avoid out-
side exercise. Emergency
rooms report increased
numbers of patients seek-
ing help for respiratory
problems, and school clo-
sures can keep up to a mil-
lion children home as even
indoor air quality deterio-
rates.

Undercutting
climate goals

No state has done as
much as California to re-
duce its output of planet-
warming greenhouse gases.
Yet the smoke produced by
major fires is so potent that
a single weeks-long blaze
can undo a yvear's worth of
carbon-reduction efforts.
State officials are concerned
that what's pumped into the
air during fires could im-
pair California’s ability to
reach its stringent green-
house-gas reduction goals.

A single wildfire can
spew more pollutants into
the air than millions of cars.
Moreover, as trees die, an-
other weapon to combat cli-
mate change is lost: the pro-
digious ability of healthy
trees to absorb carbon from
the atmosphere. That pro-
cess is reversed if the trees
burn.

The lingering
villain: black carbon

Trees release a power-
ful pollutant, black car-
bon, as they burn. Black
carbon is many thousand
times more damaging than
greenhouse gases. And the
damage doesn't cease once
flames are snuffed out; de-
caying forests continue to
emit harmful pollutants.

If a burned-out forest is
replaced by chaparral or
brush, that landscape loses
more than 90 percent of its
capacity to take in and re-
tain carbon.
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Erosion danger

When fires rage in Cali-
fornia’s mountains, the sys-
tem that stores and cleans
water, feeds streams and
rivers, supports fish and
wildlife and literally holds
the hillsides together burns
up.

Rorests are watersheds, a
critical component of Cali-
fornia’s water supply.
= Trees hold water in their
limbs, roots and soil and
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draw it into underground
aquifers, a source of drink-
ing water.

= Meadows on lower slopes
filter and clean water.

= Tree loss after fires foster
soil erosion; the runoff clogs
waterways.

= Unstable hills can threaten
public safety with landslides
and mudslides.

Regrowthis
not all good

It has to be said that fires
are not always bad. Natu-
rally occurring fires clear
overgrown forests, creat-
ing space for some plants
and trees to revitalize. Re-
searchers say less-dense for-
ests are more natural and
healthy.

But more often in Cal-
ifornia, wildfires ignite a
furious competition for life.
Fast-growing and oppor-
tunistic non-native plants
rush in after fires, with the
potential to supplant na-
tive species. This phenom-
enon doesn’t just erase an
aspect of California’s bo-
tanical history; it affectsits
fire future. Invasive grasses
and weeds often burn more
readily, fanning hotter and
more frequent fires.

Toll on state finances

Not surprisingly, the
wildfire tabis growing.

The state has exceeded
projected fire suppression
costs in seven of the last 10
years. In 2018, California
spent nearly $1 billion on
fire suppression and emer-
gency response, far exceed-
ing the budgeted $450 mil-
lion.
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Cal PRire boasts one of
the largest, firefighting air
fleets in the world, includ-
ing S-2T air tankers and
Huey helicopters. The state
will start upgrading the
Hueys to Black Hawks and
begin to add C-130 Hercu-
les cargo planes. i

And rather than waiting
to respond to a wildfire,
emergency personnel have
shifted to pre-positioning
strike teams before a fire
even starts. It’s a strategy
that costs more.

Financial toll for
private citizens

Seven of the 10 most de-
structive wildfires in Cal-
ifornia have occurred in
the last five years. The fi-
nancial toll for homeown-
ers, renters and businesses
in the past two fire seasons

GRAPHICS BY CALMATTERS



has topped $10 billion inin-
sured losses each year.

The California Depart-
ment of Insurance has re-
ported claims from ma-
jor wildfire seasons going
back to 2007. The claims
include damages reported
to residential and commer-
cial properties as well as
auto and other lines of in-
surance.

Of course, the figures
don’t tell the whole story.
Many wildfire victims lived
in high-threat areas with-
out insurance.

Rising insurance rates
and canceled policies

Insurance in fire-prone
areas is getting more ex-
pensive.

The RAND Corp. found
the average premium for
high-risk areas was up 15
percent between 2007 and
2014 in reviewing prices in
a portion of San Bernardino
County. It was up 12 percent
in the same period in the Si-
erra foothills east of Sacra-
mento.

The Santa Monica-based
nonprofit research firm con-
ducted the study as part
of California’s Fourth Cli-
mate Change Assessment
and was funded by the Cal-
ifornia Natural Resources
Agency.

RAND researcher Lloyd
Dixon found the higher
prices were influencing
purchasing patterns: Pol-
icyholders are buying less
coverage, lowballing the
cost to fully replace their
belongings and tending to
elect higher deductibles.
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But are insurers cancel-
ling policies?

A December 2017 survey
by the California Depart-
ment of Insurance found
an uptick in renewal com-
plaints in areas designated
by Cal Rire as having the
greatest risk of wildfire.
The department received
41 complaints in 2010 but
143 in 2016. And the insur-
ance department found that
insurer-initiated cancella-
tions went up from 8,796
in 2015 in high fire areas to
10,151 in 2016.

However, those figures
are a fraction of the more
than 36,000 cancellations
initiated by policyhold-
ers. In fact, RAND’s study
found more insurers are ac-
tually offering in high-risk
areas.

At the same time, insur-
ance policies of last resort
written for brush and wild-
fire areas have increased
from 22,397 policies to
33,898 policies, a 51 percent
increase over five years.

This suggests people are
more likely to be priced out
and taking on more risk.
Property owners in fire-
threat areas can expect in-
surance prices to keep ris-
ing. In areas with the high-
est risk, people can expect
their premiums by 2055 to
goup 18 percent.

The utilities debacle

Pacific Gas and Electric

Company filed for Chapter
11 reorganization in U.S.
Bankruptey Court on Jan.
29, 2019 in the aftermath
of the 2017 and 2018 wild-
fire seasons, the two most
destructive in state history.

The utility cited up to
$30 billion in liabilities
since many blazes have
been linked to its equip-
ment. Legal experts say
it could take two to three
years to rehabilitate PG&E,
a process that could leave
energy goals hampered
and wildfire victims short-
changed.

But even before PG&E’s
bankruptcy, there was de-
bate about who bears the
costs as wildfires become
more frequent and destruc-
tive.

Residents

Residents have a respon-
sibility to create a defensi-
ble space around their prop-
erty and “harden” homes to
make them fire resistant.

California law requires
creating a buffer by clearing
out trees, brush and grass
within 100 feet around
homes in wildfire-affected
areas. Fire officials say it
can increase the likelihood
of a house surviving a wild-
fire eight-fold. In addition,
homes with wood or shingle
roofs are at high risk of be-
ing destroyed. Consider ma-
terials such as composition,
metal or tile.
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Utilities

Under new law, investor-
owned utilities must pre-
pare wildfire mitigation
plans that describe what
they are doing to prevent,
combat and respond to
wildfires. The state’s three
largest utilities, PG&ERE,
Southern California Edi-
son, San Diego Gas & Elec-
tric, all plan to spend mil-
lions clearing brush and
trees away from transmis-
sion lines, insulate or un-
derground power lines, in-
stall or maintain a net-
work of remote cameras
and weather stations to de-
tect wind, smoke and other
dangers.

PG&E and SCE are now
following in the footsteps
of SDG&E in expanding the
use of public safety power
shutoffs, also known as
de-energization. The prac-
tice of shutting off electric
power is viewed as a pub-
lic-safety measure of last re-
sort because it can cut off
internet access and make
communication difficult
for hospitals, firefighters
and emergency personnel.

The state

On March 22, 2019, Gov.
Gavin Newsom declared a
wildfire state of emergency
for California and waived
environmental regulations
to speed up forest manage-
ment projects aimed at re-
ducing the fuel load for the
upcoming wildfire season.
By removing dead trees
or clearing brush, the pro-
grams aim to reduce the
threat of wildfires by creat-

ing fuel breaks, defensible
space and safe travel cor-
ridors around vulnerable
communities.

Some environmental
groups, however, question
whether logging would
damage ecosystems and
suggest it's more effective
to clear vegetation around
homes.

Restrictions on where
and how to build

Even when fires threaten
homes and no help is in
sight, allis not lost. Thereis
much homeowners can do
to prepare and protect their
propertyin the face of wild-
fire, beginning with clear-
ing trees, brush and wood
piles around their houses.

The manner of con-
struction and the types of
materials used can help
give structures a fighting
chance against the advance
of flames. California build-
ing codes for new homes
require forgoing wooden
roofs and decks in favor
of fire-resistant materials,
among other things.

Amongthe actions home-
owners can take to protect
their property:
= Install double-paned
windows.
= Detach garages and stor-
age sheds from the main
house.

= |nstall ember-resistant
vents

= Consider fire-resistant
cladding such as stucco or
stone

There are, however, some
places where the risk is so
great that fire scientists
say homes simply should
not be built there — even

in a state where housing
shortages have reached
crisis levels. Between 1990
and 2010, an estimated

34 percent of new housing
units in California were built
in what experts referto as
the wildland-urban inter-
face — where the state's
suburban subdivisions and
rural communities meet its
flammable forests and shrub
landscapes. With more and
more residences sprouting
on the edge of wildlands
ordeep in narrow canyons,
fires become an inevita-
bility, an ever-larger and
more challenging front for
firefighters to defend.

Bills to watch

What to do? State law-
makers have already ex-
tended some restrictions
to local lands, and some
have talked about possi-
ble rebates or other subsi-
dies for residents who can-
not afford to “harden” their
homes. But essentially legis-
lators are grappling with an
unpalatable reality: Require
even more extensive and ex-
pensive upgrades to exist-
ing homes, or ban building
altogether in some areas.
That discussion is as poten-
tially explosive as the fires
themselves.

While Newsom is mon-
itoring PG&E bankruptcy
developments, state law-
makers have turned their
focus toward prevention.
Here are some key propos-
als for the 2019 legislative
session:

Senate Bill 190 (Sen. Bill
Dodd of Napa) Would direct
the State Rire Marshal to
develop a defensible space
ordinance for local govern-
ments.

SB209 (Dodd) establishes
the California Wildfire
Warning Center in order to
better predict weather con-
ditions and share informa-
tion. Requires that utilities
install additional weather
monitoring equipment in
high fire threat areas.

SB290 (Dodd) Sponsored
by Insurance Commissioner
Ricardo Lara and Treasurer
Piona Ma, the bill would au-
thorize the state to explore
purchasing a policy to cover
wildfires, earthguakes,
floods and other disasters.

Assembly Bill 235 (As-
semblyman Chad Mayes of
Yucca Valley) Would cre-
ate the California Wildfire
Catastrophe Fund Author-
ity financed by participat-
ing utilities to reimburse
the utility for liability costs
that exceed established in-
surance levels.

AB281 (Assemblyman
Jim Frazier of Rairfield) A
bill with early-stage lan-
guage that proposes to have
California utilities relocate,
underground or otherwise
enhance the safety of trans-
mission and distribution
lines in high fire-threat ar-
eas.

—Graphics assistance by
Elizabeth Castillo
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Right now, Paradise’s diet con- 4-9-2019
sists of avocados, apples, pears,
grapes and watermelon, and a
nice big bowl of maple-flavored
oatmeal mixed with baby for-
mula.

Millham said because it’s still
winter, the bear hasn’t done much
other than eat or sleep, but “he’s
doing everything a bear should
do.”

Lomeli said the bear was in
“terrible” condition when they
found him, and that “he was just
skin and bones and hair, with
very little muscle,” after surviv-
ing on his own since the fire. His
scar Lissue is healing now, thanks
to Millham'’s care.

The center in Lake Tahoe will

Camp Fire
bear cub
doing well,
thriving

By Robin Epley
repley@chicoer.com

PARADISE » The badly burned
bear cub found last month and
named “Paradise” is surviving
and thriving at a wildlife care
center in Lake Tahoe.

The cub was found in early
March and is likely a Camp Fire
survivor, due to the severe burns
found on his paws and the con-
spicuous absence of his mother,
said Henry Lomeli, a biologist for
the California Department of Fish
and Wildlife.

The bear, which Lomeli said
was a “stunted yearling,” only
weighed about 15-20 pounds
when Fish and Wildlife wardens
picked him up from a tree in Yan-
kee Hill where he’d been living for
several days.

Paradise the Bear was taken to

Veterinarian Deanna Clifford works to save Paradise, a
badly-emaciated bear cub with burns on its paws, that was
found in Yankee Hill.

Lake Tahoe Wildlife Care, one of
the few local centers that rehabil-
itates bears, said Cheryl Millham,
the founder.

Millham said Paradise has put
on at least 9 pounds and is doing
very well.

“He just loves to eat,” she said.
“He’s eaten nearly everything
we’ve put in there.”

Bear

likely keep Paradise for an-
other month and a half, and
then return him to the De-
partment of Fish and Wild-
life, which is headquartered
in Rancho Cordova.

The department officials
will observe him for a short
time, fit him with a GPS
tracking collar and then

return him to his home in
Butte County, Lomeli said.

The Wildlife Care Center
has a webcam where sup-
porters can follow the cub’s
progress.

You can visit www.ltwe.
org/webcams to watch Par-
adise and two other recently-
orphaned cubs play, sleep
and eat as they recover.

Contact reporter Robin
Epley at 530.896.7776.
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WILDFIRE

By Steve Schoonover

sschoonovernews@gmail.com
@ER_sschoonover on Twitter

Two Butte County fire-
safety projects were among
66 that were funded Tuesday
by Cal Fire.

The Butte County Fire
Safe Council was awarded
$3.7 million for fuel reduc-
tion work in the footprint of
the Camp Fire, while Chico
got $159,000 to prepare a fu-
els management plan for the
city’s parks and greenways.

The Fire Safe Council’s
grant will be used to remove
burned and unburned vege-
tation around the commu-
nities in the Camp Fire area
west of the West Branch of
the Feather River: Paradise,

Magalia, Butte Creek Can-
yon and lower Forest Ranch.

A similar grant was sought
by the Yankee Hill Fire Safe
Council for the communities
west of the West Branch, but
that was not funded this go
around.

The idea is to remove “lad-
der fuels” — small trees that
can carry fire to the forest
crown — and also the break
up continuous masses of
brush on the surface to hin-
der fire’s spread. The work
would be done in 8,000 acres
around the “wildland urban
interface,” where commu-
nities are pushing into for-
ested or brushy areas.

Butte Canyon Fire Safe
Council Executive Director
Calli-Jane DeAnda said the

2 fire-salety grants awarded in Butte County

BILL HUSA — ENTERPRISE- RECORD FILE PHOTO

A work crew clears brush at a fire break project near Kelly

Ridge Road in Oroville.

design is similar to what
was done along Little Butte
Creek, which is credited for
helping protect northern

Magalia from the Camp Fire.
She said the grant money
probably wouldn’t come
GRANTS » PAGE 4
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through until July. Then,
property owners will have
to be contacted to obtain
permission to do the work,
and after that environmen-
tal impact reports will have
to be prepared.

An added wrinkle, ac-
cording to DeAnda, is that
the state Board of Forestry
only approves such proj-
ects in 2,000-acre pieces.
That means four separate
projects will have to be laid
out, and she expects a sepa-
rate EIR will be needed for
each one.

DeAnda said it will prob-
ably be a year before any
work actually gets started.

She said the Fire Safe
Council hopes to leverage
that as the local match to a
larger $19 million grant be-
ing sought from the Califor-
nia Office of Emergency Ser-
vices. That would aid prop-
erty owners in removing
dead trees from their prop-
erties.

Burnt trees deteriorate
rapidly and lose any po-
tential value in a matter of
months. It becomes a costly
liability for landowners to
cut down and remove haz-
ardous trees that aren’t
dealt with by PG&E, Para-
dise or Butte County.

“The important thing is
to help Paradise and Mag-
alia rebuild,” said DeAnda.
“Two or three years down
the road the dead trees
will be an impediment to
growth, and just a hazard
for travelers.”

Other grants

All told, Cal Fire awarded
$4:3 million in grants to lo-

cal agencies on Tuesday.

“Funding these projects
will add significant fire pre-
vention efforts to combat
California’s severe fire risk,”
said Chief Thomas Porter,
Cal Fire director and state
forester, in a press release.

The Fire Safe Council’s
grant came from $33 mil-
lion allocated from the
Greenhouse Gas Reduction
Fund for California Climate
Investments. That’s a pro-
gram funded by the state’s
cap-and-trade system.

A billion dollars of that
money has been allocated
to forest health projects
over the next five years, be-
cause healthy forests are
very good at sequestering
carbon, and are also more
resilient in the face of wild-
fires that release carbon.

The Tehama County Re-
source Conservation Dis-
trict also got a grant from
that fund to fund fuel
breaks along roads in the
western part of the county.
Those reduce roadside igni-
tions and also make it easier
to keep escape routes open
when fire does happen.

The largest grant from
that pool of money was
$12.7 million to the McCon-
nell Foundation in Redding
for hazardous fuel reduction
in the footprint of last year’s
Carr Fire.

Chico

The city of Chico’s
$159,000 grant came from
a different $10 million pool
of money, Cal Fire’s Com-
munity Wildfire Prevention
Program.

The city’s proposal in-
dicates Chico’s 20 miles of
park corridors have the po-
tential of carrying fire from
the wildland urban inter-
face into the center of the

city.

The money will be used
to create a master vegetative
fuels management plan for
Chico’s 6,847 acres of parks
and greenways. The plan
will assess fire risks and lay
out how to mitigate them. It
indicates Chico State Univer-
sity experts will be among
sources tapped for the work.

Priority projects

Two additional local proj-
ects were included on a sep-
arate list of 35 priority proj-
ects released by Cal Fire in
late February in response to
an executive order by Gov.
Gavin Newsom.

The order called for a
list of projects ready to go,
which would also protect ec-
onomically or otherwise dis-
advantaged communities.

In late March he waived
some environmental rules
for those 35 projects, with
the goal of getting that
work done before fire sea-
son started.

No. 13 on the priority list
was a 1,673-acre project on
the Forbestown ridge east of
Oroville, which would com-
plement a 330-acre project
of the Fire Safe Council that
was funded last October.

DeAnda said the Fire Safe
Council’s project was fo-
cused at reducing fuel along
roads to keep them open as
escape routes in case of fire,
while Cal Fire’s project in-
volved a strategic fuel break
along the ridge top. The
break would provide a start-
ing point for stopping a fire
before it reached the com-
munities of Robinson Mill,
Hurelton and Wyandotte.

A 953-acre fuel break to
help protect Elk Creek and
Stonyford in western Glenn
and Colusa counties was No.
33 on the list.

Contact reporter Steve
Schoonover at 530-896-
7750.
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BUTTE COUNTY

OPTIONS SOUGHT FOR
DESTROYED CANAL

Camp Fire hit along 9 miles of PG&E’s Upper Miocene Canal; water users in limbo

By Steve Schoonover
sschoonovernews@gmail.com
@ER_sschoonover on Twilter

OROVILLE » The Camp Fire de-
stroyed thousands of homes
and dozens of businesses, and
also the water supply for an un-
determined number of people.

The fire destroyed or dam-
aged the 9 miles of PG&E’s
Upper Miocene Canal, which
is the flume system along the
West Branch of the Feather
River. That also cut off water
to ranches and homes along
the Middle Miocene Canal —
from Kunkel Reservoir to the
vicinity of Cherokee — and the
Lower Miocene Canal (or Pow-
ers Canal) along the west side
of Table Mountain to Oroville.

The number of people di-
rectly affected is easy to count.
PG&E spokesman Paul Moreno
said three properties along the
Upper Canal and nine on the
Middle Canal have contracts
that allow them to take water
from the canal.

Moreno said the contracts
do not guarantee a supply of
water; they just allow people to
take water if it’s there. He said
PG&E has “for decades” been
encouraging those people to
find an alternative source.

There are another 14 water
users that draw water from the
Lower Canal, which belongs to
the California Water Service.
That stretch was damaged by
the Cherokee Fire in 2017, and
has been partially repaired.

But many more than those
26 properties may be affected
due to seepage from the canal
that has altered aquifers in the
area and created wetlands. The
number of parcels may be as
high as a thousand, according
to Paul Gosselin, director of
the county Department of Wa-
ter and Resource Conservation.

CANAL » PAGE 4

BILL HUSA — ENTERPRISE-RECORD FILE
A PG&E building and the Miocene Canal are seen Dec. 27, 2016, near the Nelson Bar day use facility at
Lake Oroville below Paradise.



Canal

“It’s a human-made sys-
tem that has taken on a
life of its own,” he told the
Board of Supervisors Tues-
day.

He said there are reports
that the effects may stretch
as far as Highway 99. The
habitat created at High-
ways 70 and 149 to miti-
gate the impacts of wid-
ening Highway 149, is de-
pendent on water from the
canal system, according to
Gosselin.

“The system is pretty
complicated,” Gosselin said,
“and has a cascading effect
on a whole range of water
right holders and others.”

He said a planning grant
has been sought to deter-
mine just how widespread
the influence is.

Regardless, PG&E does
not plan to repair the Up-
per Canal, which could cost
as much as $15 million.

Moreno said in a phone
interview Thursday the de-
cision was not made lightly,
but that there was no way
to recoup the costs of re-
pairs from the hydroelectric
power generation possible.

The Miocene Canal sys-
tem was developed about
150 years ago to support the
hydraulic mines at Cher-
okee. Sometime after hy-
draulic mining was banned,
PG&E took over the canal
and used it to run power
plants built at Lime Saddle
and Coal Canyon, on the
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A view of the Lower Miocene Canal crossing a ravine on
Table Mountain, still smoldering from the Cherokee Fire, in

November 2077.

north side of Table Moun-
tain.

The Coal Canyon plant
has been shut down for
years, and Lime Saddle was
“non-economic” even before
the Upper Canal was dam-
aged, according to Moreno.

He also pointed out that
if the Upper Canal were re-
paired, it would take years
to get it back on line.

That’s too late for a num-
ber of people. Gosselin said
Kunkel Reservoir would
“dewater” before the yearis
out, and a number of shal-
low wells would go dry due
to the loss of seepage. Olive
growers on Table Moun-
tain said they need water

ENTERPRISE-RECORD

by May, and cattle ranching
operations there are close
to selling off their herds or
moving them elsewhere.

There’s one big problem
to solving the situation: The
county can’t force anything.
It’s not a party to the agree-
ments between landown-
ers and PG&E and Cal Wa-
ter. It has no legal stake in
the matter, County Counsel
Bruce Alpert told the board.

“It’s a very compelling
case, but it’s just not one the
county can take on.”

What the county is trying
to do is come up with some
short-term and long-term
solutions, which the affected
property owners will have to
negotiate with PG&E — and
possibly a potential buyer
for the Miocene system —
and Cal Water.

The best option sounds
like using the Del Oro Wa-
ter Co. system that draws
water to customers in its
Lime Saddle District from
Lake Oroville. The pipe
crosses the Middle Canal
and a mechanism to put
water in the canal could
be engineered.

Del Oro is willing to dis-
cuss the option, according
to Gosselin, though its cus-
tomers would get priority.

The company would have
to be reimbursed for the
high expense of pumping
water out of the lake, and
that raises the question:
who would pay? Would it
be PG&E, Cal Water, the
water users, or a combina-
tion?

That would be subject
to negotiations — negotia-
tions the county could not
be part of.

Supervisor Bill Connelly
suggested the water users
look for a lawyer versed in
water law, and reach out to
state and federal environ-
mental agencies to pres-
sure PG&E on that front.
That might provide lever-
age that would make the
utility more responsive to
accepting an option if it’s
presented to them.

Thursday, Moreno said
PG&E was “open and will-
ing to work with those who
have solutions.”

But Tuesday, Connelly
was skeptical.

“I don’t believe PG&E
will cooperate unless
they’re put in a positions
where it costs them less to
fix it than to not fix it.”

Contact reporter Steve
Schoonover at 530-896-
7750.



DESTINED TOBURN

Secret emergency plans and no pre-planning

Part 2: A look at evacuation

plans in some of

highest areas at ri

By Damon Arthur
Redding Record Sear

e: This s partofa
special investigation se-
ries “Destined to Burn®
analyzing the wildfire cri-
#is California faces. The
collaboration includes the
Chico Enterprise-Record,
Sacramento Bee, IS4 To-
day and Associated Press

Secret plans

When USA TODAY Net-
work-California reporters
contacted community lead-
ers and emergency manag-
ers around the state, some
claimed they do have plans
but refused to make them
alable.

Reporters submitted re-
fquests for copies of evac-
uation plans in March to
Los Angeles, El Dorado

IIE!. through the California
Public Records Act

Emily Montanez, nior
program manager with the
Loz Angeles Connty Office
of Emergency Manage-
ment, said the evacuation
report is not available to
the public because it con-
tains sensitive informa-
tion about the sheriff's of-
fice main station and sub-
stations.

Los Angeles County later
released acopy of the evac-
uation plan after it received
a public records request for
the document.

In San Bernardino
County, the sheriffs and
fire departments have de-
veloped evacuation plans,
but “the information is not
public record because of
the possibility of someone
using that information Lo
hamper evacuations during
an emergency,” said Scott
Vanhorne, a spokesman for
i county supervisor.

However, in response
to a USA TODAY Network
public records request,
county officials two days
later provided 851 pages of
documents.

While the documents re-
ferred to the roles and re-
sponsibilities of various
neies during emergency
evacuations, they did not
include a separate appen-
dix on evacnations.

El Dorado County offi-
clals also initally refused
to release information about
evacuation plans that would
cover Pollock Pines, one of
the 15 largest communities
in the state where more
than 95 percent of residents
live in a very high hazard
zone for wildfire,

“1 confirmed with the
(liewtenant) for our (emer-
gency services) division
that we do not release our
emergency plan, for ob-
vious security reasons,”
wrote El Dorade County
Sheriffs Sgt. Anthony Pren-
cipe, In an email response.
He did not elaborate on
those reasons.

Then, in response to a
Public Records Act request.
the county provided one
page from its emergency
aperations plan that refers
to evacuations. Three para-
graphs on that page were
blacked out

El Dorade County offi-
cials also provided several
pages of what it called evac-
uation plans for the area of
Mosguito and i
roads near Plac
those consisted mostly of
g'?n(‘l'il‘ instructions to res-
idents on how to prepare
themselves.

What is an evacuation
plan

The detail and quality of
evacuation plans vary from
community 1o community
across the state.

Cine of the more impres-
sive” evacuation plans, ac-
cording to researcher Cova,

California’s
k for wildfires

was developed by San Di-
ego County and is inchded
as a T6-page appendix toits
emergency operations plan

The evacuation plan is a
“regional, 50,000-foot view
of evacnation planning® not
intended to replace on-the-
spot decision making
specific emergencies, s;
Alex Bell, a spokeswoman
for San Diego County.

The county’s evacuation
plan was born out of the
lessons learned from evac-
uating New Orleans res-
idents during Hurricane
Katrina in 2005, as well as
hurricanes Irma and Har-
vey in 2017.

San Diego's evacuation
plan also contains esti-
mates on the number of
residents within commu-
nities the county who
may require evacuation as-
sistance, sheltering, trans-
portation and help with pet
evacuation,

It provides general evac-
uai routes and road ca-
pacities, countywide shelter
capacities, resources avail-
able locally and through
d and access con-
ions for people with
abilities.

There is “all sort of dis-
agreement out there” about
what makes a viable evacu-
ation plan, said Tim Haney,
professor of sociology and
director of the Centre for
Community Disaster Re-
search at Mount Royal Uni-
sity in Calgary, Alberta

He loaks fo

= Distinctions between
what'’s needed for slow- vs.
fast-onset disaster

= Plans for the vulner-
able: low-income, elderly,
disabled, those without
a vehiele, ete. The p
should note where those
pnpul.llmn: are concen-
ted relative to the haz-
.u‘r nd what kind of trans-
portation they Tl need

= A plan for what to do
when people don't hear
the evacuation order, don’t
trust it or choose not to
evacuate. Will uniformed
officers knock on doors,
and if so how will that be
staffed and organized?

= An estimate of the
number of people who will
need shelter while they are
evacuated and where those
shelters will be set up. A
plan also should identify
sources of food, toiletries,
ete, Shelter plans should
be set up in a way to min-
imize risk of gendered vio-
lenee. Shelter plans should
also accommodate pets.

= Assurance that emer-
geney social services su
as mental health services
will be ble and evac-
uees will know how to get
those services.

“A successful evacua-
tion steally a chain of
events that must happen
smoothly and If any one
link in the chain breaks,
the plan fails,” Cova =said

A patchwork approach

State law doesn't require
evacuation plans. City and
county authorities can de-
cide whether to have one,
sald Mark Pazin, chief of
law enforcement for the
California Office of Emer-
gency Services.

“Mothing is mandated,
but it's highly advisable,
given the drama we've seen
up and down the state”
Pazin said.

Nine of the 27 communi-
ties surveyed for this story
are in Los Angeles County,
which has an evacuation
plan within its overall
emergency operations pl
but those plans aren't read-
ily available to the public.

Los Angeles County re-
leased a copy of its evacu-
ation plan in response to a
public records request from
the USA To L

The 73-page

4

plan Is part of the county’s
Operational Area Emer-
gency Response Plan.
While the plan was not
available without a public
. it begins

employees and residents of
Los Angeles County.”

Two Los Angeles County
communities, Malibu and
Topanga L‘.m}on have

that are posted on the in-
ternet.
Three communities in

Bernardino County —
Lake Arrowhead, Crest-
line and Running Springs
— are covered under the
agency's evacuation plan
for the mountain commu-
nities in an area stretching
from Crestline to Big Bear,
safd Glenn Barley, San Ber-
narding County unit chief
for the California Depart-
ment of Forestry and Fire
Protection.

While evacuation routes
are posted online, the com-
plete evacuation plan for
Crestline, Running Springs
and Lake !\rruv\-lu.u, are
not publicly available, Bar-
ley =

Two urJ\er communities
on the list — Magalia and
Paradise — have posted
evaruation plans online

The city of Glendales
2008 emergency plan iden-
tifies nine brush fire zones
in neighborhoods near the
mountains.

Each of the zones in-
cludes a population figure
and notes aboul
roads of remole nel
hoods with restricted ac-
cess, The plan cautions that
such road conditions conld
lead to problems for emer-
gency responders as well as
people evacuating.

“1 looked at that and
1 don’t know if there is a
problem. | wouldn't eall
that a problem, maybe a
» an Bell, &

E‘ie]k :mt. the city
updated the plans
clined to release those
newer documents. He said
the plans do not list solu-
tions or steps the city is tak-
ing to address road obsta-
cles 1e brush fire zones.

While officials in
noma, Shasta and Ventura
counties evacuated tens
of thousands of residents
from wildfires over the past
three years, those counties
also do not have evacuation
plans.

‘Concern with that
pre-planned stuff'

Kevin MeGowan, as-
sistant director of emer-
gency services for Ven-
tura County, said fires are
too unpredictable to plan
for evacuations: You don't
know where they will start
and you dont know where
they'll go.

“Our concern with that

=t in the middie of

pre-planned stuff is that it
doesn't lend itself to that
dynamic decision-making
process.” MeGowan said.
He said when fires break
out firefighters and law en-
forcen 1 person Are
authorized to make deci-
jons about evacuations

“We built a culture in
Ventura County to evalu-
ate evacuation needs right
awiy," he said.

Planning out evacua-
tions ahead of time would

v hard to do, he said

“It's not something you
can just have written and
on the shelf and then just
pull it out It doesn't work
that way with wildfires,”
MeGowan said,
mtura Connty officials
do evacnation planning for
tsunamis, but emergency
plinners know where a tsu-
niami will come from. Those
evacuation plans are avail-
able online, MeGowan said.

As far as traffic conges-
ton during evac
MeGowan said evacuation
plans arent likely to solve
that problem.

“Every single one of these
really large fires had traf-
fic congestion,” McGowan
sald. However, it wasn't
grld]ucL he sai

“There's absolutely no
evacuation in the history
of the world that is going
o go absolutely seamless,”
MeGowan said,

Evacuation plans are
helpful for “well-defined
sunami
or dam failure, said Briana
Khan, a spekeswoman for
Sonoma County.

Wildfire evacuation
plans also may help smaller
communities but not larger
ones, she said. Plus, there's
the cosL

“Most communities in
California do not have wild
fire evacuation plans d
1o the need to expend re-
sourees in addressing other
hazards such asflooding or
earthguakes.” Khan said

However, she said, So-
noma County is interested
in developing evacuation
planning for its most at-
risk communities.

“Although we do not have
a definite timeline in place
for delivering and exercis-
plans, the county
pry aware of — and §;
counting on — the §
icant community interest
in this subject.” Khan said.

Since the 2017 fires, offi-
cials also have begun send-
ing oul emergency warn-
ings and calling for evacu-
ations earlier, she said

Haney, the Mt. Royal
University researcher, said
the success of an evacua-
tion plan rests on several
things: effective communi-
cation, whether a commu-
nity trusts its local govern-
ment, resources available
1o residents and geography.

The trend among emer-
gency managers is to de-
velop evacuation plans
for many different types
of disasters — hurricanes,
floo: thguakes, fires,
etc. — rather than a single
ev:lcuallon plan for each,
Haney sa
Tt's n-ally about imag-
ining the different scenar-
ios — making plans flexible
enough to it many differ-
ent r1s:\51.er types.” Haney
Sal

Things that never hap-
pcm:d I:e[orl: Ilnppel all the
time," s

What Impp-.\nr_-d during
the Camp Fire in 2018 had
happened before,

problems dur
wildfire, Paradise and
county officials drew up
(Y umlun pl
evacuation
she said.

“We had terrible traffic
jams {in 2008} and from
that we develope
uation plan.” Jones said.

But Jones takes away
different lesson than emer-
gency leaders in other parts

resid

Bay aRE

owing e

of California. She doesn't
see the Camp Fire deaths
as a sign that planning is
futile. Quite the opposite.

hsisa
lot and it’s terrible. but our
5 knew what to do”

“{ Eighty-five) d

b A Tr.rr.fuy .’\.’..lmnr.k-
California reporter Megan
Diskin contributed to thiz
Teport.

TODAY

Dr. Brogan
PANCREATITIS
Pancreatiis (s a condition

in which the pancreas
Imappropriately releases

| digestive enzymes resuiting

in damage to itself and
surrounding organs.
There is a wide range of
symptoms associated with
this  potentially  serious
disease  but  te most
common s vomiting,
diarthea, abdominal pain,
loss of appetite, lethargy, and

| somefimes fever, Cases can

vary in severity from a mild
gastrointestina  disturbance
to serious illness requiring
intensive  treatment  and
hospitalizaion, Risk factors
for  pancreabis  include
abdominal trauma, high fat
diets, some types of drugs
and concurrent disease such
a8 hyperadrenocorticism and
diabetes. Yorkshire termers
and miniature Schnauzers
may be at increased risk
of developing pancreatitis.
While it may not be possible
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DESTINED TO BURN

Wildfire
project
explained

A collaboration among the Chico
Enterprise-Record, Sacramento Bee,
USA Today and Associated Press

By Silas Lyons
Redding Record Searchlight

Note: This is part of a special investigation
series “Destined to Burn” analyzing the wild-
fire erisis California faces. The collaboration in-
cludes the Chico Enterprise-Record, Sacramento
Bee, USA Today and Associated Press.

REDDING » After the Carr Fire tore through our
community of Redding last summer, we mostly
avoided the “what if” question.

Lines of cars tried to get out of
the neighborhoods near the Sac-
ramento River. A fire whirl the
likes of which few had ever seen
— a towering beast with 143-mph
winds, the strength of an EF3 tor-
nado — bore down on us.

It stopped just short of the cars
- that crept along, bumper to bum-

per.
Lyons What if it hadn’t stopped?

That was in late July. By November, we had
an answer.

When the Camp Fire struck, people in Para-
dise, 85 miles south of Redding, didn’t have time
to get out. The cars were found in burned-out
lines. Eight bodies were recovered from vehicles,
two others were found near vehicles. Dozens of
other people never made it out of their houses.

In all, 85 people perished. This is how bad it
can be.

Tragedy, as we all know, brings people to-
gether. Journalists are no exception.

WILDFIRE » PAGE 2
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After the Paradise fire,
Sacramento Bee Editor
Lauren Gustus drove to
Chico to meet with Da-
vid Little, then editor of
the Chico Enterprise-Re-
cord. Gustus is the top ed-
itor for McClatchy’s west-
ern papers, and the En-
terprise-Record is part of
MediaNews, which pub-
lishes papers throughout
the state.

They decided the critical
issues surrounding wild-
fire in California were big
enough to merit an ambi-
tious partnership.

Soon the USA TODAY
Network, where I work,
and the Associated Press
joined. We would tackle
the issue from several crit-
ical perspectives. Our goal
is to illuminate problems
and point to potential solu-
tions. We wanted to spark
life-and-death policy dis-
cussions and to inspire
Californians to get in-
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KARL MONDON — BAY AREA NEWS GROUP

Fire burns around PG&E transmission towers on Nov. 12,
2018, east of Pulga. The first report of the deadly Camp

Fire was made near here.

volved, to hold their lead-
ers accountable and pro-
tect their own families and
communities.

Two weeks ago, the first
collaborative stories re-
vealed the extent to which
construction standards de-
termine the destruction or
survival of homes. These
articles incorporated so-
phisticated data analysis,
identifying 10 California
communities at high risk

as the next dry season ar-
rives.

The second half of our
reporting work is focused
on how we get out.

In California, there are
no statewide standards
for evacuation planning,
and most of the high-risk
communities we surveyed
had either no plan of their
own or had one that was
minimal or secret. A data
analysis showed many ex-

isting exit routes are in-
adequate.

More traffic jams like
those in Redding and Par-
adise are nearly inevita-
ble, and they will happen
throughout the state.

But the problem need
not paralyze us.

We hope after reading
these stories you’ll feel
more empowered to take
action. California can’t af-
ford to live through an-
other year like the one we
just had. And we must do
better at getting people to
safety when the fires do
come.

Silas Lyons is the
executive editor for

USA TODAY Network
newsrooms in Northern
California, Nevada and
Utah. The USA TODAY
Network includes

The Redding Record
Searchlight, The Reno
Gazette Journal, The
Ventura County Star, The
Salinas Californian, The
Visalia Times-Delta, and
The Desert Sun in Palm
Springs.
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