Sacramento Bee
3-12-1973

PT On The Pan

Butte Towns Claim Phone Company Is Unresponsive

OROVILLE — The Pacific Tele-
phone and Telegraph Co. has very
few friends in Concow and even few-
er in Berry Creek.

Residents of the two Butle County
mountain communilies are upset
about the service they are receiving,
They recently adopted a resolution
condemning what they said is the tel-
ephone company's unwillingness to
respond to their demands for better
communications. Thev have forward-
ed it to the Public Utilities Commis-
sion, the county Board of Supervisors
and The Bee.

A group of residenis representing
the communities met in the Grange
Hail in Berry Creck during the week-
end, Their main complaint centers on
the eight-party telephone lines serv-
ing the areas which are about 25
miles from Oroville. Some of the
women pointed out that having eight
families on one telephone line not
only inflicts a severe rationing of con-
versation butl also makes il pretty
hard to call a doctor. “Especially,”
said one yesident, “when a couple of
teen-agers get on the phone and sit
there breathing at each other.”

Forrest D. Stitzel. representing the
Berry Creek Grange, said the prob-
lem has existed for many vears and is
hecoming more acute as more people
move into the hills. “We had a meet-
ing with telephone company officials
several months ago and they practi-
cally told us to stop complaining. We
not only have trouble with overloaded
lines but a good share of the times the
service breaks down completely,” he
said,

Mrs, William T. Beyne also was up-
set. “The only thing we have gotten
out of our complaints has been a
slight reduction in our rate last
month because the phone lines were
out for several days. They called us
from the main office and told us to
deduct 81 cents from our bill. That's
the first time that has happened in all
the yvears we've been here so mavbe
somcbody is getting the word that we
are not happy,” she said.

Wires But No Phone
Mr. and Mrs. William Genter, who
recently had to pay $150 to have a
If&e extended on utility poles far six-
te.ths of a mile to their home, s:id the
wire was strung to a pole in their

front vard three weeks ago. “It's just;
sitting there and we still haven’t got al
telephone, “Genter said, adding that]
he has been told it will take another;
three weeks before the phone can be
installed. i

His wife, who has also taken a few
verbal potshofs at the company in re-!
cent months, said, “The nerve of that:
company man! He came up here and|
told us, ‘Well, when you live in God's,
country, with all these beautiful trecs;
and clean mountain air, vou just have|
to put up with things like this." "

Similar Conditions

Paul Nalley and Robert Bush, who!
drove from Concow to attend the ses-!
sion, said similar conditions exist in-|
their community. “Our service is a lit-|
tle beiter because the company in-
stalled a new cable a couple of years
ago but those eight-party lines are a,
fright,” Nally said. |
The cable to the Concow areal
serves subscribers in thal community|
as well as Pulga, Big Bend and Yan-
kee Hill. The Berry Creek lines serve
Brush Creek, Mountain Mouse, June-
Ti}ﬁjr]l House, Bald Rock and Hart's
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Yankee Hill Cemetery Dispute Will Go To Butte County Supervisors

By William Talbitzer
Bee Sfall Writer

YANKFE HILL, Butte Co. — Resi-
dents of this once thriving gold rush
town will appeal to the Butte County
Board of Supervisors to open their
93-vear-old cemetery which has been
closed to burials for more than a
yoear.

The cemefery was ordered closed
by W. .. Ford of Hayward. who in
1964 purchased the land on which
the emeterv is located. e notified
mortuaries in the county by tele-
phone that he would no! allow any
further interments ir the oneacre
plot which already con‘ams an esti-
mated 75 graves.

The site has been legally in ques-
tion for decades. The land originally
wis under federal ownership when

first used for burials. bul nonethe-
less 2 patent was issued by the feder-
al government to a John V. Goode in
1800, He and subsequent owners, ex-
cept. for Ford, made no argument
over nurials an the stle, The last bur-
il was in 189771,

Anaother Burial

There will be annther burial there
tomorrow. however, when John D.
MeQuarrie, who died Saturday, will
s¢ interred. The burial was made
possible when Dan Blackstock, Bultle
County counsel, contacled the attor-
ney who represents the mortuary.
The attoraey iold the mortician to
proceed as planned, with or without
Ford's permussion,

The cemetery issues has caused
residents of the Yankee Hill and Con-

cow arecas to organize for action. Mrs.
Lucille B. Morris and Mrs. Peggy
Worcester appealed to The Bee for
assistance and a reporter contacted
Blackstnck  vesterday. The action
opening the cemetery for the Me
Quarrie funeral followed.

Now the residents will ask the su-
pervisors to make the opening per-
manent. The board will discuss the
problem at its regular meeling next
Tuesday.

The controversy over the burizl
ground began more than a vear ago
when two residents of the communi-
ty mel with Ford to negotiale [or ad-
ditional property  adjacent to the
cemefery  for  possible expansion.
They sellled on a price of $500 per
acre for two-and-one-ouarter acres,

including the present gravesites.

However, Mrs. Morris said the ne-
cotiators had no authority to speak
for the Yankee Hill residents and
thev refused {2 agree to the propos-
al. “Why should we have io purchase
a cemetery that the community has
alreadv been using for almost 100
vears?” Mrs, Maorris asked. When the
deal fell through, Ford ordered the
cemetery closed.

Request Sent

Mrs. Worcester then wrote Ford a
letter which was signed by seven oth-
er residents in which they asked that
the cemetery remain open for com-
munity use. Mrs. Worcester pointed
out that the land could not be used
for any other purpose and that the
situation was causing “pain and an-

guish” to the older residents. Ford
replied that he would nol open the
cemetery until the offer to purchase
was in writing.

Mrs. Morris said the community
will take the problem to the supervi-
sors because lhey feel that il is a
county responsibility to keep the
cemetery open. The board, in 1908,
appointed three trustees to manage
the cemetery and again, in 1936, ap-
pointed two others. As a result of
those actions, Mrs. Morris said, the
residents of the area believe that the
county acknowledged the official ex-
istence of the cemetery and should
have the responsibility of forcing
Ford to allow its continued use.

The oldest marked grave is one
dating back to 1880 and there are be-
lieved to be some oider than that.
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MOBILE HOME LOTS., HOME-
SITES. 32,888 up, Visit Camelot, |
Spring Valley Ranch. Adiacent to!
200 ac. lLake Wilenor. 10 mi. To;
Lake Orowlle 1 mi. 10 Lassen Nat'l|
Forest, 2 live streams on propertv. |
| Pine & oaks, trout, bass, deer,
beaver. Pvt. roads, orotective
tovenants B resirictions. Wrile or
phone for brochures and 3 dav
courtesv pass 1o camp or picnic.
| E. A. Ringel, Rt. 1. Box 234, Qro-
vitle, Ca. 95965. Phone (218) 524-
- 1229 or (916) 343-3140.




OROVILLE. — The Bulie
County Board of Supervi-
sors has insiructed Dan
Blackstock, county counsel,
to act to keep open the Yan-
kee Iill Coemetery.

The hoard was asked 1o
intervene after W. J. Ford
of HMayward, who owns the
propeety on which the 93-

Sacramento Bee
4-25-1973

Yankee Hill Gets Butte To Keep Cemetery

year-old cemetery is Ineal-
cil, uvrdered local morti-
cians 1o cease hurials, Ford
ordered  the  cometery
closed in 1971 and there
were no hurials conducted
uniil last week when an at-
torney for o mortuary told
his client 1o proceed with a
funeral that was scheduled.

Mr. and Mrs. Farl V. Hoecherl of Yankee Hill were
among numerous residents of the community who

A group of Yankee Hill
residents appeared before
the hoard yesterday and
asked the supervisors to
keep the cemetery open.
Mrs.  Peggy Worcester,
speaking for the group.
pointed out that the county,
by virtue of having appoint-
ed Lrustees 1o administer

the cemetery in past years,
had assumed the responsi-
bility of maintaining it as a
burial ground.

Blackstock agreed with
the residents and said he
will aet to reactivate the
Board of Trustees and to
continue to allow burials.

protesied the closure of the 93-vear-old cemetery

there.

Bee Photo
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Yankee Hill Cemetery Problem Eases

After Report on Owner’s Conversation

By EMMETT POGUE

The problem with Yankee Hill
Cemetery has apparently
quieted down, as Dan
Blackstock, county counsel,
reported to the bhoard yesterday
on his conversation with the
cemetery’s owner.

Blackstock said that William
Ford of Hayward fold him that
he never said there were to be
no more burials in the historical
cemetery as had been reported

to the board last week.

Ford did say however, that
he would ‘‘prefer” no more
burials on his land that contains
the cemetery. q

He also conceded that it wag
a public cemetery and said that

his attorney would be in contacij
Blackstock|

with  Blackstock.
said yesterday that no contaci
had yet been received.
Blackstock said he told Ford
that any attempts to interfere

= —
[ —— —

with burials would result in

| “stern action” being taken.

The issue arose in the middle
of April when a local resident

|died and had requested to be

| buried in Yankee Hill Cemetery.

Word was allegedly put out
by phone from Ford last year
that the cemetery was closed
buf the mortuary, upon advice
from its attorney, went ahead

'|Wwith the burial.
1! Residents of Yankee Hill, who|

want the cemetery kept open,
took their case to the super
visors last week who in turn
asked for a quick solution to

the problem.
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MOBILE HOME LOTS, HOME SITES.
$2888 up. Visit Camelot Spring
Valley Ranch. Adjacent o 200
ac. Lake Wilenor, 10 mi. to Lake
Oroville, 1 mi. to Lassen Nat’'l
Forest. 2 live streams on proper-
ty. Pine & oaks, trout, bass, deer,
beaver. Pvt. roads, protective
covenants & restrictions. Write or
phone for brochures & 3 day
courtesy pass to camp or picnic.
E.A. Ringel, Rt. 1, Box 234,
Oroville, Ca. 95965. Ph. 916-534-
1229 or 916-343-3140.
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Indian Education
meet this weelk

The fourth annual Region 1]
California Indian Education
Association Conference will be
held this weekend at Feather
River College. The purpose of
the conference is to stimulate

and encourage Indian
educational growth.
Highlights will include panel

presentations, an Indian lunch,
films, dancers, a CIEA State

Board Meeting, and a Keynote

speech on ‘‘The Battle of
Wounded Knee''. The public is
invited to attend the conference
in whole or in part.

The gourmet Indian lun-
cheon on Sat. will include
venison, buffalo, salmon, acorn
soup, fry bread, mashed
potatoes, and an Indian green
salad. The conference will begin
Fri. at 5 p.m.

Dr. Dale Wren, President of
Feather River College will
greet participants, followed by
the Keynote speech by Morgan
Otis, Sacramento State in-
structor and former CIEA State
President

Panel brmntatim: will be

held on Indian Education,
Methods of Instructing Indian
Children, Current Indian
Issues, History of the CIEA,

Legal Needs, Indian Culture,
and Politics and Legislation.

Films will include Indian
and Chiefs, Bryan Beavers,
Yosemite, The North American
Indians, and the First
Americans. Exhibit booths will
display authentic handmade
Indian crafts, some of which
will be for sale. Current CIEA
State President Ken Martin will
talk on Saturday.

A registration fee will enable
the participant to attend the
conference and receive one
quarter unit of Feather River
College lower division credit if
he chooses. A semester unit of
upper division credit from
Sacramento State College
Extension is also available.

...................
...............................................
..........................................

BUMPER
STICKERS

<
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Insanity a Factor

Killer’s Case Unresolved

~OROVILLE (E-R) — Local
legal minds are still wrestling
with the problem of what to do
with Martin Tunny. 73, of
Oroville, who has been in slate
mental institutions since his
arrest for murder in 194

Tunny's case again was
called in Butte County Superior
Courl vesterday and again con-
tinued to see if an apparent void
in state law can be filled and
the perplexing issue disposed
of.

The problem was created by
U!.S. and Califorma Supreme
Court rulings. The U.S.
Supreme court in Jackson vs.
Indiana held that indefinite
commitment for present insani-
tv without regard to the
likelihood that the defendant
will eventually regain his com-
petence offends constitutional
principles of equal protection
and due process.

The State Supreme Court this
vear ruled that no person
charged with a criminal offense
and committed to a state
hospital solely on the account of
his incapacity to stand trial
may be so confined more than a
reasonable period of time o see
if he will recover that capacity
in the foreseeable future.

If it is shown that recovery is
not likely within an un-
reasonable period the defen-
dant must either be released or
recommitted under alternative
commitment procedures, the
state court held.

The hang-up in Tunny's case
is that there apparently is no
legal alternative behavior un-
der which he can be released
from the original commitment,
since a “reasonable” Lime un-
doubtedly has elapsed, and
recommitted.

[nst Atty. Kenneth Leach
and public defender Jerome
Warren have been researching
the issue since early summer.

Superior . Court Judge Jean
Morony. who vesterday granted
a continuance to Nov. 4. said
"Here is a case where a man
has been charged for murder in
1954 and the matter of sanity
still has not been resolved.”

Morony referred to a lengthy
memorandum on the issue sub-
milted to the court by deputy
county counsel Alan Burchetl.
It restated and backed carlier
opiniuns that there seems to be
no procedure set up for
covering the situation.

Burchetl explored the
possibility of having a public
guardian appointed for Tunny.
Burchett said the criteria for
establishing a conservatorship
do not include persons deter-
mined to be insane under the
meaning of criminal law. He

said further that state mental.

hospitals for the non-criminally
insane have only minimal
security measures and a con-
servatorship should be used for
persons who pose no threat to
public safety when out of
custody,

Further. Burchett stated. a
conservatorship established un-
der the Lanterman-Petris-Short
Acl ends automatically at the

end of a year unless the probate
court extends the conser-
vatorship reappointment for
another year. conservatee
then has the right to a jury trial
on the issue as lo whether he is
gravely disabled.

All this leaves the court
wondering what 1o do about a
person like Tunny, who ap-
parently cannol participate in-
telligently in his own defense
and who probably will not be
benefitled by further treatment
and who possibly may pose a
threat 1o himself and lo others
if the criminal charge is dis-
missed and he is released.

Officials at Napa State
Hospital have indicated that
Tunny has been under minimal
security and that it has béen
some years since he has been
recelving treatment as a
criminal. .

Burchett said one avenue
open to the court may be to sus-
pend criminal proceedings
rather than dismiss them com-
pletely until a determination
has been made on the appoint-
ment of a conservatorship

Further research may turn
up another solution.

Tunny was arrested for the
fatal shooting of Ernest
Bauman, whose body was lound
in a creek near Isaiah northeast
of Oroville He was declared in-
cane March 31, 1954. Al the lime
ol the shooting Tunny was an
escapee from a mental institu-
lion
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California Department of Transportation

PUBLIC NOTICE

OF FEDERAL APPROVAL
ON PROJECT ON ROUTE 99

AT PENTZ ROAD, BUTTE COUNTY
The California Department of Transporfation has received spproval from the
Federal Highway Administration on a praject five miles south of Chice. Camstruction
is tentatively scheduled for 1975
The project includes: |
1} An interchange about halfway between Pent: Road and Durham Highway. I :

21 A section of fourdane divided freeway three miles lorg estending from the
Highways 57/14%9 intersection to a point just north of Durherm Highwey.
3] Realignment of short sections of both local roads at the interchange.

—_—

MAP AREA

PROPOSED
INTERCHANGE

PURPOSE OF IMPROVEMENT

The interchonge ond new fourlone highwoy section will improve Sccess "o “ne new
Butte College compus now under construction on Pertz Rocd coyt of Routs 99,

PUBLIC HEARING

The need for these improvements wos discussed o° ¢ sublc keormg = Dumnom n
June, 1973, Tentative time schedules for nght-of-way coguinbon ond construchion ware
: explomed.

ENVIRONMENTAL STUDY

An environmental statement on the impact of this project on the environment was |
circulated fo private and public agencies and local residents. The State found there
would be ro adverse effect on the quality of the environment. Federal officials con-
curred with the State’s findings

The California Department of Transportation will now proceed with engineering
design of this project.

Sam Helwer, Disirict 3 Director
Department of Transportation, P.0. Box.911°
CALT A COPTLERT OF TRAASFOTUIC Wh' u ﬁm '

{Maps ond other fnformation ore awoilsble for ispection ond coprivg of the Morymifle -
Dhrict Office, 702 B Streer. Moryorille, Califersic) e
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