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1-22-1853

New and rich diggings have just been discovered, b:tween
the West Branch and North Fork of Feather river Cayote
Giggings at Frenchtown and flat diggings at Rich Gulch, one
mile from Frenchtown, which have been opened 128 than a
we:k, yield from one to four ounces per day, to the hend One
lump of pure gold, taken from the cayote diggings at French-
town weighed 8129 Some very rich quartz v:ins are in the
neighborhood, which have never been worked.— Herald,
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Marysville.
MORE INDIAN DIFFICULTIES—DEATH OF A CHIEF.—A

correspondent of the Marysville Herald, writing a few
weeks since from Lyon’s Ranch, gave an account of an
affray with the Indians which resulted in the death of
eighteen or twenty, writes again under date of 15th inst.:

Yesterday evening, information was received that the old
ehief was at Frenchtown, a mining settlement across the West
Branch, four or five miles distsnt, openly threatening ven- I
ge?m:de upon the whites for the severe castigation they had re-
ceived.

A party of eight was immediately formed, and at 6 o’clock
| set out from hasty’s Ranch, crossed the river, arrested and
-] broughs back the old chief, arriving before 11 o'clock, After
_binding him, a strong guard was placed over him to prevent the
| possibility of his escape, until this marning, when he was re.
moved about a mile, to Lyons' Ranch, and after a short delibe-
ration, it was unanimously resolved to hang him at once, Ar

rangements were soon made, and the redoubtable old brave,
who has figured so conspicuouwly in every Indian affray of im-
{ portance in this region, since the introduction of the whites,
| aftr calmly surveying t.e preparations made for his execution,
| met his fate with ennsummate bravery. He was suspended by

| the neck to the limb of an oak in the neighborhoed

| The vote deciding wpon this course was unanimous, but
there is at least one who strongly doubts the palicy or justice of
{ the proceeding. Time will show. There are still two chiefs

remaining, and a tribe that can muster at Jeast 250 fighting men,
in the immediate neighborhood of a small scattered population
of exposed and defenceless whites. What course they, to-
gether with their allies. the Tigres and Nimskews, will pursve,
| remains 1o be seen. )

e

——— I_“

Lyon’s Ranch would become Pence’s Ranch shortly after this.
The ranch was located at the intersection of today’s
Durham Pentz Rd and Wheelock Rd. Frenchtown was located
across the Feather River on Nelson Bar Rd.
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Indian Disturbances in NMariposa.
Lieut. Moore, arrived in towa from Fort Miller, as-
| sures the Republican that nearly all the accounts rela-
tive to the Indian difficulties in that region have been
grossly exaggerated. The particulars of the depreda-
tions of the Chowchillas were, in the main, correct ; but
the accounts of the killing of Mr. Converse and the attack
on Fort Miller were mistakes altogether. The facts of
the last case are: a mule was stolen from one of the
camps, as was supposed, by the Indians. Lieut. Moore
with a company followed the trail of the animal several
miles, and finally reached the spot where it had been
killed and part of it eaten. One or two arrows were
still in the body of the mule, and they were recognised
as the same used by the Merced Indians, a warlike and
troublesome tribe.

In the Chowchilla difficulty the Indians say the whites
fired first, while the whites as strenuously maintain that
the Indians were the aggressors.
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Marysville, Long Bar and Orcgon Gulch.

The Marysville Express says that miners on Feather
River in the vicinity of Long Bar and Oregon Gulch ave
doing well. Many claims which have been re.worked
pay as well as they did in 1849,

The gold prospects about Nevada and Grass Valley
aro veportcd to the Lapress an being uncomonly flatter-
ing. Bo with saw mill enterprizcs,

Luter from SBhesta and Yroka,

Adanys & Co. furnlshed the nfom with late menntais

sowt, The messengernof Cram & Rogers' suprags as,

rived in Shasta from Yreka on the 8th, traveling on foot
through the deep snow of the valleys and over the moun-
taing. They report a very severe winter at Yreka. Pro-
visions are still scarce, though a supply had been received
from Oregon. When they left, flonr was selling at thir-
ty-five cents per pound. Beveral teame are now on the
way by the Sacramento route, the same which Colonel
Treaner took for this place when he was killed by the
Pitt River Indians.

! The mining intelligence, so far as reported, is favora
ble. Three men took out $6000 in one week near Yreka,
) trom dirt they had thrown up during the dry season.

At Jacksonville and on Rogue River, the miners were
doing well. Provisions at those places werc more plenty
than at Yrelka, supplies being received from Oregon.

The roads from Tehama to Shasta are good, and many
migratory miners scattered along them. Provisions
nlong the route plenty and cheap.

The Nevada Journal of I'riday came down last night,
but does not contain & word of news.

The papers from Sacramento of yesterday are utterly
void of news. They do not contain a local paragraph of
sufficient interest to reprint; but from the Union we clip

afew items from the interior:
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EKxciting News from Tekama—Endian Thefts—
Terrible Vengeance of the Whites.

Mr. Lurk, of Adams & Co., furnished the Union with
the following exciting news.

The Indians have committed so many depredations in
the North, of late, that the people are enraged against
them, and are ready to knife them, shoot them, or inocu-
late them with small pox—all of which have been done.

Some time slnce, the Indlans in Colusa ceunty destroyed
about $5.000 worth of stock belanging to BMessrs. Thomes &
Toombs ; since which time they have had two men employed,
at $100 per month, to hunt down and kill the Diggers, like
other beasts of prey. On Friday, the 25th ult,, one of these
men, named Jugn Breckenridge, was alone, and armed cnly
with a bowie knife, when he met with four Indians and at-
tacked them. They told him toleave, and commenced shootin
arrows at him ; but, undaunted, he continued to advence, an
succeeded in killing one, and taking one prisoner, while the
other two escaped. IHe immediately proceeded to Moon’s
Ranch, where the captured Indivn was hung by the citizens.

Un Fridey, the 25th Feb., stock was stolen from Mr Carter
of Butte couuty, to the value of $3,000, Mr. Carter went forth-
with to the camp of the well known stage proprietors, Messrs.
Hall & Crandall, and thence started with a party of twelve men
in search of the Indian depredators. After a fruitless serarch in
the vicinity of Pine and Ueer Creeks, tha party became impa-
tirnt, and dispersed on Sunday evening Returning home, one
detacbhment of the party discovered a half-breed by the name of
Battedon, and took him prieoner, The man, fearing for his
own life, a[i:eed to show the cave where the Indians were con-
ceuled, if they would releaze him. Notlce was sent round, and
the psople nssembled avain at Oak Grove on Monday, irom
which place they started at midaight for the cave.

Arriving there at early daylight on Tuesday morning, rocks
were rolled into the cave, and the wretched inmates, rushing
out for safety, m-t danger a thoueand times more dreadful.
The firet one thut made his appearance was shot by Capt. Geo.
Rose, and the ofhers met the eame fate from the rifles of the
Americans. Altoge.her, there were thirteen killed; three
chiefs ot different rancherias, and three women., Three women
and five children were spared; and it is but doing justice to
say, that the women who were killed were placed in fi ont as a
sort of breast-work, and killed etther by accident or mistake.
Capt. Rosge took one chi'd, Mr. Lattimer another, and the othare
were dispozed of in the same charitable manner among the
party. ;

On Tuesday night, March 1st, three work oxen belonging to
Messrs. Bull and Baker were stolen from a corral in Shasta
city, and on Thursday morning twenty-six head were driven
oft at Red Blufls ; value near $4,000.
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We are indebted to Adams & Co., for late Sacramento
papers. We glean but little news from them. The fol-
lowing is from the Marysville Herald :

Rux AND MerDER —In the ncighborhood of Oregon Gulch,
near Spring Valley, on Feather river, sn individual generally
known as *‘ The Frenchman with the Indian Wife.” on Tu 2e-
dey, the 10th iast, murdered a young man, (a kalf breed Ia-
dian,) who was stopping with him. The cause, as sta‘e 1 by
the murderer himself, was that they had been enjoyig tham.
sclves, when a dispuie, and as usual, a quarrsl arose. Loulis,
the young men. said if he had a pistol he would blow the top
of his head (ff—upon which he, the Frenchman, reached out
to the corner of bis tent for bis rifle, and shot him dead.

as an {llustration of the apathy which exists ia that neigh.
borhood, in relation to such triflzs as homicide. our infoimant

states 1hat no notice whatever had been taken of the transac-
tion by the residents.
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AroLoGeETIC —In consequence of a severe
thrust from a Bowice knife in the bands of
Mr, H. A. De Courcey, on the person of Mr.
L. P. 1Iail, we are deprived of the services of
the latter gentleman, upon whom we relied
!principally for assistance. This unfurtunate ;
. ¢ircumstance, occurring as it did, on the eve-
uinz previous to the day on which we design

ed issuing our paper, renders our situation
the more yperplexing, as it was the day
. previous to the one proposed for our issuing
] the first number of this paper, and has been
! the ocension of many errors and imperfectivns
| which would not otherwise have occurred. This
unfortunate circumstance has, much against
+ our will, placed us for the first time in the ed-
itorial chair, and forced us to take up the quill;
and we are free to confess that onr education
'and capacity are totally insuflicient for the
proper discharge of the high and responsible
position.
. The above will, we trust, be a sufiicient
| apology for the imperfect manner in which
this, our first number, is thrown together.
| We therefore throw our banner to the breeze,
. trusting that a generous public, on whom we |
1 rely for support, will appreciate our unpleas-
| ant situation, pledging ourselves to do better
'1 in future.
. TFor the offence referred to, Mr. D is held
E in custody, to await his trial at the Court of

| Sessions. The assault was unprovoked.

e

DeCourcey and Hall were employees of C. W. Stiles, who had
newspaper experience. The loss of these two employees hurt his
ability to publish the paper.
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SALUTATORY.

We this day comwence the publication of a
weexly paper, which we design to be per-
manent et this place; aud, in accordance with
n custom which has grown venerable, we sub-
mit an outline of the priuciples which shall
guide and govern us in its control. We shall
use our utmost endeavors to make it what its
name purports—a Rzconp of the County of
Butte; and we firmly believe that, with the
constantly increasing fucilities for communica-
tion with all portivns ot the county, by means
of expresses, we can make it acceptable to
all. We believe such & medinum to have been
long needed. From its large extent of terri-
tory, transactions of the most interesting '
pature are oftentimes being enacted in one
portion of the county, of which the residents
of distant portions remain ignorant, or are‘
informed foo late to insure concert of action
in relation to many important public meas- |
ures. To aid us in our effurts, we solicit com-
munications of general interest from each |
and every one. Mining news is particularly |
solicited, from all parts of the county, for |
we oarnestly desire to make the REecorp u |
welcome friend to the miner. Such inquirie: |
238 properly come within the scope of uur|
knowledge, will be cheerfully and prompltly
answered, either through our columns or l
otherwise, as may be most suitable.
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The Reconn will be purely Democratic in
politics. We shall firmly and boldly adve-
cate the principles of the party, as applied
both to the State and Natiopnal governments.
Believing, as we do, thet it has been by the
observance of those principles that the na-
tion has attained its present glory and great-
ness; ihat they are still the surest means of
mnintaining and adding to tbat glory and
greatness; that they are the most effective
meaug of maintaining the perpetuily of the
Americun Union, without which we cease to
exist ns a confederated republic; that they
are the surest means of conferring the great-
est amount of happiness on the greatest num-
ber, we shall labor in the Democratic cause
with a cheerfulness and hearty good will,
limited only by our ability. Some may pro-
duce a greater amount of good, but none shall
exeeed us in honorable efforts to do as much.

The columns of the Recorp will always be
open to any thing pertaining to the interests
of Butte County; and however ardently we
ourselves may advocate any particular means |
or policy, we shall always be willing to per-
mit fair and candid discussion.

With this outline we preseul our sheet to
1he publie, and respectfully ask it and the
party to assist us in performing what we
promise.

C. W, Stiles would sell the paper several months later to
George Crosette. He later tried mining at Spanishtown

in 1856 where he sent several letters to the new editor of
the Butte Record about the new town in the foothills above
Oroville. Stiles left Spanishtown in Nov. 1856. Later Stiles
was editor of a newspaper in Red Bluff.
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Shown above is recently-discavered ol painting by Henry Mighels depicling extensive placer mining operations on
the Feather River near Bidwell Bar during the 1850s,

Picture above from Butte County Historical Society
Diggins Vol 41, No 1, 1998, Photo courtesy of James Lenhoff

FeaTHer River Mixes AT AND NEAR Bip-
weLL.—We¢ have no desire to overrate the
mines and their prospects in this locality. In
truth, we would have to set down the amount
alrcady taken out of some three clainas at an
enormous sum, to approach exaggeration. As
the Sailor Claim seems to be of the most im-
portance at the present time, we give a brief,
and as correct an account of it. as the oppor-
tunities we have bad will admit of. Theriver
being flumed for abont 1,200 feet, the several
companies have been at work in its bed from
four to six weeks; the celebrated Union Claim
having been the most successful, and the Sail-
or Claim next. The latter claim was divided
into 19 shares, and worked 60 hands, day and
night, averaging $2,000 per day. The Union,
24 shares, worked 125 hands day and night,
averaging £9,000 per day. The Wolverine
Claim, 12 shares, worked 60 hands, averaging
about £2,500 per day. The Cove Claim, em-
bracing two or three small companies, in all
20 shares, worked 50 hands, averaging £2,000

~ per day. These are known as the Sailor

Claim, being a joint stock company so far as
the Flume and Dam is concerned, on the whole
we may safely say, that it is the most im-
posing and substantial peice of work, in Cal-
ifornia, and no doubt, the richest by far; that
was ever worked in this country. The great-
est amount taken out any one day, was £85
by the Union company.

We shall take occasion hereafter, to notice
the operations of the Fa‘rfied Claim, the ado-
be, Murphey, Island Jiar, and South Feath-
or Flumeing Company, and others that are
paying well, we must say that in onr opinion
we are surrounded by the very richest mi-
ning districk that bas been discovered in Cal-
ifornis.

Since the abave was -written, considerable
rain has fallen, snd done immense damage,
washing away the greater portion of the
flumes dams &e.. which will no doubt, put an
end to farther cperations in the bed of the
river. Already preperations are being made
for digging in the banks; in fact we expect
to see before spring, several of the small hills
in our vicinity, entirely demolished by the

Pick and Shovel
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EVERTS, SNELL & CO'S

Feather River Express,
Connecting with ADAMS & CO.

-—— oo e B ———

We would respectfully inform the public
‘that we are now enabled to forward ’
TREASURE, VALUABLE PAcXAGEs, LerTERs. |

ETC, ETC.

With unrivalled despateh and security, and
upon the most reasonable terms, to and from
the following places, viz;

1 American Valley, Wyandott,

Chandlerville, Bidwell's Bar
Gibsonville, Evansville,
Hopkins’ Creek, Hansonville,
Morris’ Ravine, Long’s Bar,
Onion Valley, Nelson’s Creek,
Port Wine Diggings, Poorman’s Creek,
Spring Valley, Rich Bar, Middle Fork, | &—
Sears’ Diggings, Stringtown,
White Rock, Smith’s Bar, N Fork,
Barker’s Ranch, City of ’76,

| Canyon Creck, Butte Creek,
Grass Valley, Forbestown,

| Jamison’s Creek, Honcut City.
Natchez, Lexington f:louse,
Oregon Gulch; Ophir,

Rich Bar, North Fork,Pine Grove,

Strawberry Valley, Rush Creek, S. Flat,

{ Spanish Ranch, St. Louis, ,

t  Collections, orders, etc., attended to with
promptness and fidelity. SAFFORD & KERBY |

agents, EVERETL, SNELL & CO. Nov 19.

— mmm ——

The two Rich Bars mentioned here were both actually named Rich Gulch.There
were two until one was more commonly known as Thompson Flat in 1854.




SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 19, 1853. |

Norice.-- Asthe names of Messra. Decourcey
and Hall have frequently been mentioned by
the press as being connected with this paper;
or this Office, we deem it an act of right and
justice to ourselves, to state that neither of
those Gentlemen ever was,and in sll probabil-
ity neither of them ever will be concerned in
this Office, we mention this ag a matter of busi-

ness, not to do injustice to either of the above
named Gentlemen,

POST OFFICE AT OREGON GULCH'

Having just returned from & tour through
the above district, we feel bound to lét it be '
known through our columns, to the Post Of-
fice Department, that the inhabitants in that
region have been for over & year using every’
exertion to have an office established there,
but 80 far their wants have not been heeded,
we see no good reason why they should not be
entitled to one. as well as other mining lo-
calities similaxly situated, they propose to
have it at or near Hoopers or what is now
called Simmonses store, thet being the most
central :point for'a large extent of thickly
sottled country, as it now is, they say that
although not fifty miles from Magrysville tha’
it often takes a month and then costs from one
to'two dollars to get each letter, will those
whose business it is remedy this matter.
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MINING INTELLIGENCE.

Having recently paid a visit to the follow-

ing mining districts, we were pleased to see

the success which seems to meet the hard fls-
ted miner, at almost every point.

The thriving little place called Adams Town
opposite Long's Bar, ig ' quite brigk; Rich
Gulch; and Morrise’s Ravine, are also very
rich, averageing $16, to $20, to the hand,

where there is water, which has been rather
scarce for the past two months. Oregon

Gulch, and Spring Valley, hove paid well,
some big. lumps, were faken out last week
near Simmonses’ store, there are & great num-
ber waiting for water.

Several very rich quarts leads, have Dbeen
struck near these places, somo three or four
crushing machines, have been put in success-
ful operation. We noticed something of a
rush of new comers, near Dickinson’s .mill,
staking off claims, and preparing for exten-
give operations when sufficient water should |
come, to enable them to work; all seemed
confidsut that a rich hervest awaited thom.

— — e e s o B e

| believe this Rich Gulch is at what was later called Thompson Flat
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SOUTII Forx or }.‘LAI‘IILR River, —The
1ripers all along on this stream. arc waiting
-| patiently for water. The diggings arc geue-
1rally, yory rich, pfxrt,xcularly in -the. vmmlfy of
Stringtown; o thrwmg httle town six:miles |
1from this place,'¢ontaining sever 2l substantml 1
| hotels, stores, &c.; and -possessing .one of Lhe,,
1most convenicnt and safe ferriesin the coun-
t1y If a suflicient quanmy of W*w.tm falls |
thxs wmter, there will, be an immense amount |
of gold taken out.  Oregon City, one mile to |
‘the northcast of Strmgtown prowmises s rich
| harvest to the ‘miner. Tho flourishing town
| of Buterprise, one mile above the latter place,
has Jllbb sprung -upj and ‘cxtensive prepfua.-_
tions _q.r_c being - made,fox working the bzmks,
{ which are- Cxc'eedihgly-rich The cvy from all
sides i3, water! water {1 If tho scason should
continue dry, the cﬂect will be dlsastrous n
_ thc extremc |

i T,
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The Hon. Court of Sessions. Butte County.

The most important trial during the present
term of the Court of Sessions. and which oc-
cupied the most time, was that of Mr, H. A
' DeCourcey, who was called to snswer to the
charge of commiting an assaalt with intent to
kill Mr. L. P. Hall.

After the examination of all the witnesses,
the case, on the part of the peopie wns opened
by the Dist. Att'y , W. T. Sexton, Esq., who
very ably addressed the jury, setting forth
the crime of the prisoner alleged in thein-
dictment. Some considerable fecling was
manifested by the large audience which were
present, and some sympathizing with Mr. Hall
and against Mr DeCourcey, eansed by the
feeling and touching plea of Mr. Sextoo: Thix
is the first effort we had henrd our District
Attorney make , but it certainly was a very
forcible one, and we think the people of this
county have g faithful, ablée and industrions
advoeate, in their young and talented prose-
cutor, W. T, Sexton, He discharges his duty
in a bold and fearless manner. and with tact
and ability, that would do credit to old and
distinguished lawyers.

| The argument for the defence was made by
his Attorpey, My, P. H. Harris, who remuarked
to the Court that the nature of the case, and
the duty which he owed to the defendant,
would occupy comsiderable time; and with
more than ordipary ability did be discharge
that duty The mnoner in which Mr Harris
managed 4 cage, hig appeals to a jury in
bringing up testimony and the law touching
the cage, ix delivered in a most happy nnd
forcible style—in truth, often during his ar-
gument in defence of Mr. DeCourcey, he was
truly cloquent, auil showed oratorical powers
rarely mot with. Ilis remarks were listened
to with marked altention throughout, by all
present.

After the casc was submitted, the charge of
the Hon Judge Hobart to the jury was given
in o lucid and most emphatic manner: he
geemed to feel the responsibility resting upon
him, and he g0 discharged it. A more digni-
fied and impartial charge, in & few wordas, it
hag seldom been our lot to listen to. The jury
retired at 10 o’clock, and after de]iﬁcrnting
until the next morning, announced to the
court their inability to agree, and they were
dishcharged. Another jury was ordered to
be summoned, who were empanneled, and on
the new trial, were also unable to agree, and
were discharged: The defendant was theve-
fore let go on his own recognizance, to appear
at the next term.
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