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1846.08.15

California

Indians

First Issue of the Californian published at Monterey. Mentions the purpose for the paper. One of their purposes is
to urge organization of the interior defenses sufficient to protect the property of citizens from the depredations of
the wild Indians. Also article about 20 men being deployed to the mountains at Santa Cruz above Santa Clara to
chase wild Indians who had stolen horses. They returned with 100 horses but the Indians escaped, they may have
killed 1 Indian. Another article estimates the population at 4,000 Indians, 1,000 Spanish and 500 whites. (Note:
actual Indian population was actually closer to 30,000.)

Californian, Monterey 8-15-1846

Y

1846.08.22

California

Indians

Article about California estimates population in California exclusive of Indians at 10,000. It estimates only 2,000
are not from the United States.

Californian, Monterey 8-22-1846

1846.09.05

California

Indians

Article about the purpose of troops stationed at the fortress at Sonoma. Mentions citizens rights and the need to
protect citizens from hostile Indians. Also states the troops are there to protect the citizens from the power of
Mexico.

Californian, Monterey 9-5-1846

1846.09.19

California

Indians

Long article about the Walla Walla Indians written by John Sutter - states the Walla Walla Indians and some of the
chiefs of the Spokanes have come to California to trade. They were well mounted and the Chiefs clad in English
costume and the rest in skins. The journey was of seven or eight hundred miles. The chiefs spoke English. There
was a conflict between the Indians and the Spanish over the ownership of the horses. The Indians were threatened
by the Spanish; this could upset the relationship with the Walla Walla Indians. Second article places the number of
Indians at about 36 men with their wives and children. They agreed to give up the horses that were not theirs but
wanted property taken from them returned.

Californian, Monterey 9-19-1846

1846.09.26

California

Indians

Walla Walla invasion - Return of the 40 man expedition under charge of purser James H. Watmough from the
California mountains. They recaptured 100 stolen horses and had several skirmishes at Indian camps, killing and
wounding several Indians.

Californian, Monterey 9-26-1846

1846.10.10

California

Indians

Talks about the bloody rumors of the Walla Walla Indians who now have dwindled down to 40 Indians on a
peaceful trading expedition. The problem of horse stealing by the Indians is still a concern.

Californian, Monterey 10-10-1846

1846.10.24

California

Indians

Excerpts from a letter by Commander Stockton on Oct 5, 1846 - talks about landing at Monterey and being
informed about Sutter being threatened by 1,000 Walla Walla Indians. Troops were dispatched to his aid. Note:
the number of Indians was greatly exaggerated, see above article dated 10-10-1846.

Californian, Monterey 10-24-1846

1846.11.07

California

Missions

Long article gives general description of the 21 missions in California. Talks about Indian boys and girls being
given separate quarters. The rest of the Indians live about 200 yards distant in a Rancheria. Most missions have a
garrison with a Corporal and five soldiers.

Californian, Monterey 11-7-1846

1846.11.07

California

Missions

Article by Capt. Montgomery, Commandant of the Northern Section regarding treatment of the Indians. The article
states that some people are holding Indians against their will without a legal contract and that they should be
released immediately. The Indians are not to be looked upon as slaves. Indians living within settlements have a
right to choose who they are employed with. A contract will be written up by local authorities between Indians and
settlers for employment. The Indians may then only leave if agreed upon by the person who holds the contract.

Californian, Monterey 11-7-1846

10

1846.11.07

California

Indians

Property stolen from a store in Monterey by Indian named Juan Jose and a second Indian also named Juan valued
at $83. Attempts were made to sell the property which resulted in their capture. Both Indians were sentenced to 1
year imprisonment.

Californian, Monterey 11-7-1846

1

1846.11.14

California

Indians

Long article about California Indians - "Amongst the missions there are from 21 to 22 thousand catholic
Indians...The Indians are naturally filthy and careless and their understanding is very limited." Some Missions
have 400 Indians while others have 3 to 4 thousand.

Californian, Monterey 11-14-1846

12

1846.12.05

California

Missions

Article about the trade in cow hides - 30 to 40 thousand hides are gathered yearly by the 21 missions. The total
profits yield about $6,666 per mission.

Californian, Monterey 12-5-1846

13

1847.02.28

California

Indians

Ordinance about employment of Indians - The ordinance requires a certificate of release from the former employer
in order to employ Indians.

California Star 2-28-1847
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14

1847.03.06

San Francisco

Indians

Proclamation - It has come to the Commander in Chief in the district that certain persons have been and are still
imposing and holding to service Indians against their will and without any legal contract, and without a due regard
to their rights as free men when not under legal contract for service. All persons holding Indians without contract
must let them return to their homes. The Indians must not be regarded as slaves. All Indians must be required to
obtain service and not be allowed to wander about the country in idle and desolate manner. If they are found doing
so, they will be liable to arrest and punishment by labor on the public works at the direction of the Magistrate.

California Star 3-6-1847

15

1847.04.10

California

Indians

Contains 3 separate articles, first entitled "Hostile Indians"; talks about hostilities by the Indians in San Joaquin
and troops will be stationed there. Second article is untitled; talks about a company of men under Capt. Kern from
Fort Sacramento to operate against the hostile Indians in the upper Sacramento valley. Also mentions a battle in
which 20 Indians were killed. Capt. Kern had a number of Indian soldiers under his command who fought in the
battle. Third article "Still later from the frontier"; hostile thief Indians to the number of several 100 attacked the
settlement recently formed on the San Joaquin and killed every person in it. Cannot the authorities do something
for the protection of the frontier?

California Star 4-10-1847

16

1847.04.17

California

Indians

Avrticle entitled "From Oregon" talks about the Hudson Bay Company and the death of a Mr. Newton. The Indians
approached Mr. Newton saying he should camp where he was. They appeared friendly and spoke some English.
Mr. Newton suspected that all was not right and the Indians attacked him in his tent that night. Second article
entitled "Our town" talks about not less than 50 houses have gone up within the last month. Every man finds
constant employment. Lumber, adobes, brick and lime are much wanted. Whoever embarks largely in the
manufacturing of these building materials will reap a rich harvest. Also included in this issue is a response to the
previous article about Indians attacking San Joaquin. The response states the Indians did not attack the settlers in
San Joaquin but were stealing from the settlers.

California Star 4-17-1847

17

1847.06.26

San Francisco

Indians

Avrticle in the Californian about slavery. States not 1 in 100 would support slavery in California. Mentions that
slavery should not be allowed because of the immense population of Indians who were born on this soil. They are
willing to work much cheaper than an American colored man and can live at 1/4th the cost. It is our duty to protect
them and provide them with a means of acquiring an honest support. When there is a law making power in
California, we will use all power to prevent them (colored man) from settling among us.

Californian, Monterey 6-26-1847

18

1847.06.26

San Francisco

Indians

Indian tradition of the Bay of San Francisco: Indian traditions or folklore is that the Bay of San Francisco used to
be a fresh water bay fed from streams in the Monterey area. You used to be able to walk from what is now San
Francisco to Petaluma because that end of the bay was closed up by a mountain range. Many years ago, there
was a large earthquake and the mountain range that bridged the gap between today's San Francisco and
Petaluma disappeared. The article also states there is evidence, based on fossils in the area, to suggest that there
was a large body of fresh water in that area some time back.

California, Monterey 6-26-1847

19

1847.08.07

California

Indians

Letter to the editor regarding case of Mr. Yount vs. Chiles - The case was about cattle killed and who was to
blame. It was suggested that Indians may have killed the cattle.

Californian, Monterey 8-7-1847

20

1847.08.21

San Francisco

Indians

Avrticle by the Secretary of War to General Kearny suggests increasing your supplies of goods to be distributed to
the California Indians (quoting a letter from June 2, 1846).

Californian, Monterey 8-21-1847

21

1847.08.21

San Francisco

Indians

Letter from Robert Livermore. Indians in the Northern part of the Valley are at war with themselves. Small parties
of whites ranging the country are not safe.

California Star 8-21-1847

22

1847.08.28

San Francisco

Indians

Long Interesting article with statistics for San Francisco - population 247 white males, 138 white females. 26
Indian males and 8 females, 39 male Sandwich Islanders and 1 female, 9 male negroes and 1 female. "The
Indian, Sandwich islanders and Negroes, who compose nearly 1/5 of the whole population of the town, are mostly
employed as servants and porters." Of the total population 273 can read and write.

California Star 8-28-1847

23

1847.09.15

Sonoma

Indians

Excerpt from an article about a trip to General Vallejo's Suisun ranch in Sonoma. Vallejo was friendly with the
Suisun Indians.

Californian, Monterey 9-15-1847

24

1847.09.18

San Francisco

Indians

Governor directs those hiring Indians to give them certificates so they can tell the good Indians from those causing
trouble. Indians outside the town or rancho in which he may be employed without passes will be subject to arrest
as horse thieves. If they cannot supply a satisfactory account of themselves, they will be subject to trial and
punishment.

California Star 9-18-1847

25

1847.10.20

Monterey

Indians

Two Indians Domingo and Manuel found guilty of murder and executed in Monterey.

Californian, Monterey 10-20-1847

Y
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26

1847.12.08

Monterey

Indians

From this day forward any person who sells, exchanges or gives spirituous liquor to an Indian shall be subject to a
fine of not less than $50 and not more than $100 and be imprisoned for not less than three and not more than six
months; 1/2 of the fine goes to the informer and the rest to benefit of the town

Californian, Monterey 12-08-1847

27

1848.01.15

Sonoma

Indians

Indian relations letter to editor from "Pacific". "Indians and particularly those in California, are as we all know,
mentally and morally, an inferior order of our race; are unfit and incapable of being associated with whites on any
terms of equality or of being governed by the same laws; and if retained among us, must necessarily have a code
and treatment applicable to their peculiar character and condition."

California Star 1-15-1848

28

1848.01.21

Napa

Misc

"A trip across the bay" describes Napa Valley soil, trees, water, Arroya of Napa; 2 pages

California Star 1-21-1848

29

1848.01.29

California

Indians

Letter to editor from "Humanitas" regarding previous letters from "Pacific" about Indians. "The policy of our
government towards them (Indians) is leniency, the basis of which is the rights of life, liberty, and the pursuit of
happiness, remembering they are the children of nature, the owners and occupants of the soil we inherit, and if we
want their labor, let it be conditional, that they be permitted to change employers at their discretion."

California Star 1-29-1848

30

1848.04.28

California

Indians

Article about refraining from sallying forth against a weak and ignorant people, burning their villages, butchering
their women and children, returning at night with our saddle horn loaded with scalps. Let it be borne in mind we do
not render ourselves a whit more secure from Indian depredations by indiscriminate slaughter. Goes on to state to
follow the law to punish the guilty parties and eventually the Indian people will conform to the white society.

Placer Times 4-28-1848

31

1848.12.02

Oregon City

settlers

These two articles talk about the first wagon train from Oregon that originated from Oregon City, Oregon to San
Francisco, California in 1848. One article was written by Peter Burnett and talks about the wagon train he formed
with 150 people and their trip to California. The other article talks about the disbursement of some of these people
throughout Northern California in the Yuba and Feather River areas. The naming of Oregon Gulch and Oregon
City is attributed to members of this wagon train.

Star & Californian

32

1849.02.20

San Francisco

Indians

Long Article on Indian slavery. A series of articles were passed by the citizens of San Francisco regarding several
issues.

Alta California 2-20-1849

33

1849.05.10

California

Indians

A group of Indians broke into a white mining camp and stole rifles killing several whites. The article states there
will be trouble in the mountains this summer after what has occurred, revenge will be sought by both sides. Many a:
solitary white man will be cruelly murdered by Indians and many an Indian picked off by a mountaineer's rifle.

Alta California 5-10-1849

34

1849.05.12

Cosumnes River

Indians

Murder of Hollingsworth by Indian criminals. Same issue describes in detail the massacre of these Indians by
William Daylor.

Placer Times 5-12-1849

35

1849.05.12

Bear Creek

Indians

Letter to editor talks about the murder of Hollingsworth by the Indians as well as new diggings

Placer Times 5-12-1849

36

1850.03.11

California

Indians

Two articles about "Indian butcheries"

Daily Alta California 3-11-1850

37

1850.03.13

California

Indians

Our Indian tribes - Long letter to future settlers about the conditions in California.

Daily Alta California 3-13-1850

38

1850.03.19

Napa Valley

Indians

Article about Indian starvation and outrages by whites.

Daily Alta California 3-19-1850

39

1850.03.28

Stanislau

Indians

Trouble with the Indians on the Stanislau - Article about two mules being stolen and finding the mules at an Indian
camp. The meeting between Indians and the whites erupted into hostilities.

Daily Alta California 3-28-1850

40

1850.04.05

Deer Creek

Indians

12 men attacked a party of Indians whom they accused of stealing animals. They killed four or five Indians and
one squaw. After running some time, the Indians turned to fight gaining a strong hold in a rocky part of the
mountains. The Indians wounded two of the whites. The siege lasted two days during which the Indians lost 17
men and one squaw beside those before mentioned. A party of 200 was organized at Deer Creek and is expected
to start a pursuit.

Sacramento Transcript, 4-5-1850
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41

1850.05.09

North Fork

Indians

"Bloody doings on the North Fork"; Some twenty miles above Auburn, Indians killed 2 miners without warning. A
company of about 20 men from Auburn and Kelly's Bar were in pursuit of the Indians and found them in a valley
near lllinoistown, thought to be 100 strong. They were armed with bows and arrows and one gun. The whites
immediately fired upon the Indians resulting in 25 dead bodies being found after. The scalps were exhibited in
Auburn. It is believed by many of the miners that white men are among the Indians inciting them to hostilities with
a German doctor leading them. A meeting was held for the purpose of scouring the country and making war with
the Indians and 15-20 volunteers enrolled. It is felt that men have the right to defend themselves but also fear that
the Indians have not always been dealt with in the right spirit of the country.

Sacramento Transcript 5-9-1850

42

California

Indians

Wozencraft Indian agent declaration "To the people living and trading among the Indians in the state of California

43

1851.01.14

San Francisco

Indians

Long article by the newly assigned Indian agents about to begin the process of treaty negotiations with Indian
Tribes throughout the state. The article asks the people of California to exercise restraint. The agents
acknowledge the Indians have caused problems and in some cases the response by whites is understandable but
it also states there has been much life sacrificed and ill feelings generated unnecessarily. It goes on to state "All
good citizens and emigrants are interested in restoring to the frontier settlements the peaceful and amiable
relations which once so happily existed between them and the Indians. It is essential to the character of the State,
and indeed of the United States, as a civilized and Christian nation, that a stop should be put to the shedding of
blood." It points out both sides are subject to the same laws.

San Francisco Alta California 1-14-
1851

44

1851.01.15

San Francisco

Indians

Long article in response to the article by the Indian agents regarding the current difficulties. It goes on to state in
detail the plight of the Indians and questions the justice that has been applied to them. It states the destruction of
the tribes will cost the lives of many valuable citizens.

San Francisco Alta California 1-15-
1851

45

1851.04.10

Butte County

mining

Article talks about visiting Morris Ravine, Longs Bar, Oregon Gulch, Rich Gulch and Butte Creek and looking at
mining prospects. The author visited Morris Ravine, Rich Gulch (a new place lately found) and Butte Creek and
reported the miners are returning to the above places in large numbers from adjacent counties (probably because
of the availability of water after the rains). Also mentions Oregon Guich and a lump weighing 15 ounces being
found there. It was of the finest quality gold. it was weighed at Jas Hooper's store in Marysville. (I believe the Rich
Gulch mentioned here is at what would later be Thompsons Flat)

Marysville Daily Herald 4-10-1851

46

1851.05.05

Butte County

population

Article about population in Butte County. Estimated at 25,000. Big Grass Valley, Hopkin's Poorman's, Nelson
Creeks, Onion Valley and the Middle Fork, 10,000. The North Fork at Spanish Ranch, Rich and Smith's Bar, 8000.
West Branch, Oregon Gulch, 1000. Wyandotte, Bidwell's Bar, Stringtown and Stoney Point, 2000. Tolle's Dry
Diggins and Hamilton, 400. Ophir and Longs Bar, 1000.

San Francisco Herald 5-5-1851

47

1851.06.19

Oregon Gulch

mining

Mr. Charles A. Simmons, who just arrived from Oregon Gulch, states that Capt. Williams took out a piece of gold
weighing $240. Mr. Tubbs and partner took out $100.

Marysville Herald 6-19-1851

48

1852.03.01

Los Angeles

Indians

Talks about the Mormon encampment and the Indians. Also talks about the "San Luis Rey Indian, Cosmo by
name, was brought to Capt. Lovell, commandant of the post at that place." This Indian confessed to all that he
knew about the murdering of the four Americans at Agua Caliente and the plundering of Mr. Warner's house. "The
inhabitants of this region have concluded that Indian warriors are better than American warriors, cheaper, quicker,
safer, allowing the glory and honor to be equally divided."

Daily Alta California 3-1-1852

49

1852.03.01

Shasta

Indians

Thirty Indians killed; party of Cottonwood Indians went to McKinney's ranch a few miles above Reading's and stole
a few blankets and other thefts. McKinney's son went in pursuit of the Indians and never returned. His body was
found with the head decapitated. A party of men then gave chase to the Indians and killed 30 without losing any of
their own men.

Daily Alta California 3-1-1852

50

1852.04.03

Morris Ravine

mining

Mr. Sparks of Morris Ravine found a virgin lump entirely free from quartz weighing 12 pounds. The truth is that
Mrs. Sparks was the finder and it was a lump of a girl instead of gold! Also a couple of fine specimens of gold
were taken out of Oregon Gulch near Long's Bar on the Feather River; one weighed $86.60 and the other 9 1/2
ounces.

Sacramento Daily Union 4-3-1852
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51

1852.04.20

Concow

settlers

Letter home by John Silva printed in the Clinton Democrat talks about living in Concow with Dr. Thompson and
settling this past year on 160 acres among the Indians. They are currently planting various crops. The Indians in
the area work for clothing. (Dr. Thompson was one of the first settlers in the Concow Valley; shortly afterward he
was followed by Charles Mullen and his son William also George G. Marquis. All settled in the area of the current
Concow Lake)

Clinton Democrat, Philadelphia 4-20.
1852

52

1852.04.23

California

Indians

Avrticle about a bill for the state to issue bonds to pay for expenses for the Mariposa, Second El Dorado, Utah, Los
Angeles and Monterey expeditions against the Indians. The expeditions were called out by the Governor of the
state. The opposition stated the deeds were carried out before a bill was passed to fund them and before a treaty
was made.

Sacramento Daily Union 4-23-1852

53

1852.05.22

Oregon Gulch

transportation

Colusa correspondence: A road is in progress for the convenience of trains from Oregon Gulch, Bidwell's Bar, and
the upper Feather River mines.

Daily Alta California 5-22-1852

54

1852.07.03

Chico

Indians

More Indian difficulties - The Indians on Chico Creek have recently been committing depredations, stealing stock
& etc. On Saturday Major Bidwell and a company of men started in pursuit of the Indians, who made for the
mountains.

Daily Alta California 7-3-1852

55

1852.07.09

Shasta

Indians

Shasta correspondence, Indian difficulties, Indians stealing animals, Miner killed by Indians, article claims these
difficulties have been going on for three years.

Sacramento Daily Union, 7-9-1852

56

1853.00.00

Oregon City

mining

Phoenix Quartz Mine operated South of Oregon City

Oroville Register 4-1-1903

57

1853.01.22

Frenchtown/Rich Gulch

mining

Frenchtown - New and rich diggings have just been discovered between the West Branch and the North Fork of
Feather River. Cayote Diggings at Frenchtown and Flat Diggings at Rich Gulch, one mile from Frenchtown, which
have been opened less than a week, yield from one to four ounces per day, to the hand. One lump of pure gold,
taken from Cayote Diggings at Frenchtown weighed $129. Some very rich quartz veins are in the neighborhood,
which have never been worked.

Daily Alta California 1-22-1853

58

1853.01.22

Pence Ranch/
Frenchtown

Indians

More Indian Difficulties - Death of a Chief: Article written at Lyon's Ranch, Messilla Valley, Butte County, Ca (later
named Pence's Ranch). Article in The Marysville Herald dated Jan 15th gave an account of an affray with the
Indians which resulted in the death of eighteen or twenty. Yesterday evening information was received that the old
Chief was at Frenchtown, a mining settlement across the West Branch, four or five miles distant, openly
threatening vengeance upon the whites for the severe castigation they had received. A party of eight was
immediately formed, and at 6 o'clock set out from Hastings Ranch, crossed the river, arrested and brought back
the old chief, arriving at 11 o'clock. After binding him, a strong guard was placed over him to prevent the possibility
of his escape, until the next morning. He was removed about a mile to Lyon's Ranch, and after a short
deliberation, it was unanimously resolved to hang him at once. Arrangements were soon made and the
redoubtable old brave, who has figured so conspicuously in every Indian affray of importance in this region, since
the introduction of the whites, after calmly surveying the preparations made for his execution, met his fate with
consummate bravery. He was suspended by the neck to a limb of an old oak in the neighborhood. The vote
deciding upon this course was unanimous, but there is at least one who strongly doubts the policy or justice of the
proceedings. Time will show. There are still two chiefs remaining, and a tribe that can muster at least 250 fighting
men, in the immediate neighborhood of a small scattered population of exposed and defenseless whites. What
course they together with their allies, the Tigres and Nimshews, will prevail remains to be seen. (It is supposed the
Indian Chief was the Concow Chief, Kulmeh, who didn't sign the treaty in 1851. See 8-1-1851. Editor's Note:
Frenchtown was a white mining settlement so the Chief must have spoken some English.)

Daily Alta California 1-22-1853

59

1853.02.19

Mariposa

Indians

Indian disturbances in Mariposa - Letter states Indian difficulties in this area have been exaggerated. Issues have
been about stealing by Indians.

Weekly Alta California 2-19-1853

60

1853.02.19

Oregon Gulch

mining

The Marysville Express says that the miners on the Feather River in the vicinity of Long Bar and Oregon Gulch are
doing well. Many claims which have been reworked pay as well as they did in 1849............... The roads from
Tehama to Shasta are good, and many migratory miners scattered along them, provisions along the route are
plenty and cheap.... They report a very severe winter at Yreka. Provisions are still scarce, though a supply
had been received from Oregon. Several teams are now on their way by the Sacramento route............ The mining
intelligence, so far as reported, is favorable. Three men took out $6,000 in one week in Yreka, from dirt they had
thrown up during the dry season.

Weekly Alta California, San
Francisco, 2-19-1853
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61

1853.03.05

Tehama County

Indians

Article about Indian troubles in Tehama County and Butte County. The Indians have committed so many
depredations in the North, of late, that the people are enraged against them, and are ready to knife them, shoot
them, or inoculate them with small pox - all of which has been done. Thomas & Toombs have paid 2 men $100 a
month to kill the digger Indians like other beasts of prey. One of them a man named Breckenridge was alone and
armed only with a bowie knife when he came across four Indians and attached them. They told him to leave and
commenced shooting arrows at him, but undaunted he attached anyway. He succeeded in killing one and took
another captive while the other two escaped. He immediately proceeded to moon's ranch where the citizens hung
him. On Friday the 25th stock was stolen from Mr. Carter of Butte County valued at $3,000. Goes on to talk about
a party of 12 men tracking the Indians where they were hid out in a cave. Capt. Geo Rose shot the first Indian, in
all 13 were killed as they left the cave. Three Chiefs of different tribes as well as well as three women used as
shields were killed. Three women and five children were captured. Capt. Rose took one child and Mr. Lattimer
another. The rest were dispersed among the group,

Alta California 3-5-1853

62

1853.05.19

Oregon Gulch

crime

From the Marysville Herald: In the neighborhood of Oregon Gulch near Spring Valley, and individual generally
known as the "Frenchman with the Indian wife", murdered a young man named Louis (a half breed Indian) during &
dispute. As an illustration of the apathy that exists in that neighborhood in relation to such trifles as homicide, no
notice whatever had been taken of the transaction by the resident.

Daily Alta California 5-19-1853

63

1853.11.12

Bidwell Bar

commerce

First newspaper in Butte County, the "Butte Record", started at Bidwell Bar. The paper later moved to Oroville in
1856. The equipment was purchased by C.W. Stiles who was not a printer by trade but attempted the business
venture with L.P. Hall, Harry DeCourcey and James Kerr. Unfortunately, DeCourcey and Hall did not get along.
DeCourcey ended up in jail after stabbing Hall the day before the first issue was printed. C.W. Stiles sold the
paper to George Crosette in Feb, 1854. See 2-4-1854 and 1856 Spanishtown for more about C.W. Stiles.

1882 History of Butte County, 1918
History of Butte County. Butte

Record 11-12-1853

64

1853.11.19

Oregon Gulch

mail

Article about the need for a post office at Oregon Gulch. Residents have been trying to get a post office over a
year. It can take a month to get a letter from Marysville and cost from $1.00 to $2.00. "Hooper's", or what is now
called "Simmons Store", is centrally located. Also, reference to DeCourcey and Hall no longer associated with the
Butte Record.

Butte Record 11-19-1853

65

1853.11.19

Rich Gulch

mining

Article mentions Rich Gulch and Morris Ravine averaging $16 to $20 per hand, where there is water. Oregon
Gulch and Spring Valley have also paid well, some big lumps taken out near Simmons' store.( | believe this is the
Rich Gulch later called Thompsons Flat)

Butte Record 11-19-1853

66

1853.11.19

Bidwell Bar

mining

Feather River mines at and near Bidwell Bar: The Union claim has been the most successful averaging $9,000 per
day. The Sailor claim averages $2,000 per day. Also picture of recently discovered oil painting by Henry Mighels
depicting placer mining on the Feather River near Bidwell Bar during the 1850s. (Courtesy of James Lenhoff).

Butte Record 11-19-1853

67

1853.11.19

Butte County

transportation

Ad for Everts, Snell & Stage Co., lists all the stage stops for the Feather River Express; none across the West
Branch of the Feather River.

Butte Record 11-19-1853

68

1853.12.10

Oregon City

mining

Article about mining on South Fork mentions Oregon City. All the mining areas need water to continue mining.

Butte Record 12-10-1853

69

1853.12.24

Bidwell

newspapers

DeCourcey-Hall trial report. The trial ended in two hung juries and the defendant was released.

Butte Record 12-24-1853

70

1854.01.14

Butte County/Cherokee
Ravine

water

Article about mining in area and the need for water. Encourages the water companies to supply water to the
mining areas asap. Areas mentioned are; Forbestown, Wyandotte, Wymans Ravine and Cherokee Ravine.

Butte Record 1-14-1854

71

1854.02.04

Bidwell Bar

newspapers

First issue of the Butte Record with George Crosette as Editor and Owner. Letter from Stiles explaining why he
sold the paper to George Crosette---hard to get enough circulation with the area being so sparsely populated and
scattered. He hopes the new editor will have more patronage. For more about Stiles see 1856 Spanishtown.

Butte Record 2-4-1854

72

1854.02.25

Butte County

legal

Article about filing declaratory statement regarding filing pre-empt land claims to protect the owner. Costs $15 to
file a statement, which can be filed at Benicia, Ca.

Butte Record 2-25-1854
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73

1854.03.04

Frenchtown

Indians

Meeting at the store of J.I. Steward in Frenchtown to address the problem of some miners taking advantage of
Indian women who come to their cabins cold and starving. Some are as young as 12 years old. F.Y Johnson is
elected President and Edward Pope Secretary of a committee called "Friends of Humanity" to write a resolution
that was printed in the Butte Record. The resolution states that anyone aware of such actions by friends of human
nature will contact the Justice of the Peace and ask the District Attorney to seek prosecution. If the law cannot
handle the issue, the miners will take justice into their own hands. L.C. Goodman, James McKay, James Cannon
and T.E. Cannon were also committee members.

Butte Record 3-4-1854

74

1854.03.04

Oregon Gulch

mining

Constable sale of assets to pay judgment in favor of James Hooper against Gold Quartz Mining Company in
Oregon Township near Oregon Gulch, about 1/4 mile from Quartzville. Assets consisted of one steam engine and
quartz mill---along with water rights, and ground under and around said mill. Sale to the highest bidder to be held
on premises between 9 & 5 Friday, March 3, 1854.

Butte Record 3-4-1854

75

1854.04.01

Butte County

mining

Long article about mining. Reports on various areas, including Oregon Gulch. White Rock Company to change
name to Oregon Claim.

Butte Record 4-1-1854

76

1854.04.01

Butte County

mining/lumber

The mines of Butte County; Sailor, Union and Cove claims discussed as well as the extensive amount of lumber
necessary to divert the Feather River.

Butte Record 4-1-1854

77

1854.04.08

Butte County

transportation

Ad for stage routes shows two different stage lines in area. WE Singer & Co., and Everts, Snell & Co. Both were
called the Feather River Express.

Butte Record 4-8-1854

78

1854.04.08

Oregon Gulch

mining

Article about mining mentions Oregon Gulch. One man took out $250 in five days.

Butte Record 4-8-1854

79

1854.04.15

Frenchtown/Rich
Gulch/Blairtown

mining

These diggings are doing well making pay, although not reporting any big strikes. Also, Tom Neal's, or Big Brick
Diggins, have been making big pay.

Butte Record 4-15-1854

80

1854.04.17

Concow

mining

From the Butte Record: New diggings have been discovered in Concow Valley and the miners are getting $8-10
per day to the hand. Also on Kimshew Creek between the North Fork of the Feather River and the West Branch,
these places are rapidly filling up with miners from all parts.

Sacramento Daily Union 4-17-1854

81

1854.04.29

California

schools

List of state approved text books for schools

Butte Record 4-29-1854

82

1854.05.06

Cherokee

mining

A pig tailed celestial picked up a quartz specimen weighing two pounds at the head of Cherokee Ravine recently.
A large proportion of it was pure gold. He ought to be compelled to pay his foreign miners tax or have his tail cut
off close to his ears.

Butte Record 5-6-1854

83

1854.05.06

Butte County

mining

Article about more miners using the pipe hose to mine rather than picks and shovels. The water wears away the
banks with astonishingly rapidity. Article states one man can do as much as three or four with pick and shovel.
(These were small hoses, not like those used later)

Butte Record 5-6-1854

84

1854.08.12

Frenchtown

water

Article mentions W.H. Barrow seeing rain falling at Frenchtown during a sunny day. Refers to rain in other areas.

Butte Record 8-12-1854

85

1854.08.12

Oregon Township

politics

Avrticle in the paper describes the boundaries and voting places for Butte County Townships. Oregon Township
includes Cherokee and Oregon Gulch, and extends over the West Branch of the Feather River, one mile past
Nelsons Bar (which means in 1854, it did not include the areas later known as Frenchtown, Spanishtown, Concow
Valley or Yankee Hill). The voting places in Oregon Township were: French's Store at Dup Digging, El Dorado at
Morris Ravine, Pinney's Store at Oregon Gulch, Moore and Berry & Co. Store at Cherokee Flat, Bequettes on
Nelson Bar W.B. (West Branch), White & Nutter's on Potters Bar North Fork, at Rich Gulch W.B. (West Branch).
(This implies that Rich Gulch had no established business to declare as a voting place)

Butte Record 8-12-1854

86

1854.11.25

Cherokee

transportation

New stage route from Marysville to Cherokee. Gives a more detailed schedule.

Butte Record ad 11-25-1854

87

1854.12.06

Frenchtown

water

The ditch of the Frenchtown and Rich Gulch Mining Company is now complete. The canal runs through a rich
mining section.

Sacramento Daily Union 12-6-1854

88

1854.12.06

Butte County

Schools

Two articles same paper: One talks about the school districts in Butte County with a total population of children
attending 237. Second article talks about 2 post offices have recently been established, one at Oroville and the
other at Cherokee Flat. Peter Garlow is postmaster at the former, and Thomas McDaniels (McDanel) at the latter
(Cherokee Flat). Article also references Butte Record being delivered to Sacramento via Adams & Co. Express.

Sacramento Daily Union 12-6-1854
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89 1854.12.12 Concow settlers Article about Wm. H. Mullen (Aug 1829-May 1911) who buys land with his father Chas Mullen (1804-Sept 1863) Oroville Daily Register 2-26-1903 Y
in Concow area; relocates here the following Fall of 1855.
90 1854.12.23 Frenchtown crime A man by the name of Lewis Matteson was in jail for a general shooting spree in Frenchtown recently. Butte Record 12-23-1854 Y
91 1855.02.24 Cherokee transportation Ad for new stage route from Marysville to Cherokee Flat, Frenchtown, Ophir, Thompsons Flat, Oregon Guich, Butte Record 2-24-1855 Y
Spring Valley. The ad was first created November 22, 1954
92 1855.04.21 Cherokee transportation New stage route from Marysville to Cherokee. Leaves Marysville at 6:00 a.m. and arrives at 3:00 p.m. Stops at Butte Record 4-21-1855 Y
Ophir, Thompsons Flat, Oregon Guich, Spring Valley. Proprietor W.E. Singer & Co.
93 1855.04.25 Cherokee population Cherokee Flat cast 124 votes for supervisor, Rich Gulch cast 51 votes, Nelsons Bar 32 votes. (Note: Yankee Hill Butte Record 4-25-1855 Y
did not exist as a place at this time. It was part of Rich Gulch)
94 1855.04.28 Cherokee Flat crime Chinaman shot through the head at Cherokee Flat. Weekly Butte Record 4-28-1855 Y
95 1855.05.11 Concow Indians Article about the Concows inviting Neal's Indians to visit them on the West Branch of the Feather River. While Sacramento Daily Union 5-11-1855 Y
regaling (entertaining) themselves with the Chemuck presented them by their hosts a fight ensued, three of the
guests were decapitated. This it seems was a modest attempt on the part of the Concows to exercise the Lex
talionis and square accounts with their guests, who, on some former occasion, paid them a similar compliment.
(Note: Chemuck is mush or hot cereal made from acorns).
96 1855.05.26 Thompson's Flat mining The miners of Thompson's Flat have united to prevent foreigners who do not pay the foreign miner's tax, from Weekly Butte Record 5-26-1855 Y
working mining claims. It is generally understood that there are few foreigners but Chinamen who manage to
evade the foreign tax payments.
97 1855.05.31 Nelson Bar transportation Charles Stubbs Curtis is living on Pentz Road above Nelson Bar Gulch and establishes a ferry across the West Butte Record 5-31-1862 Y
Branch of the Feather River to reach Frenchtown. (Curtis had spent the previous three years at Butte Creek
Canyon)
98 1855.06.09 Oregon City misc Oregon City correspondence: Article written by a resident of Oregon City who does not identify themselves, Butte Record 6-9-1855 Y
mentions they are the greatest people there is, have the finest township in Butte County; our minds are richer, our
fields greener, our horses greater, and our ladies prettier, and the babies fatter. Talks about the know nothings
(political party in charge at the time) and implying there is too much talk of politics in the paper and instead they
should talk about picnics and goes on to describe a picnic that was held on Table Mountain and mentions various
residents they visited and what a grand affair it was.
99 1855.06.30 Lime Saddle commerce First lime kiln in Butte County started near Nelson Bar by William Gwynn. He would establish kilns throughout Butte Record 6-30-1855 Y
Northern California. He sold his lime at Cherokee Flat. (The area where the kiln was would later be called Lime
saddle). Note: Ad first ran 6-25-1855.
100 1855.06.30 Feather River water Ad for laborers wanted: 100 men wanted to work on the Feather River and Ophir Water Co's ditch; wages Butte Record 6-30-1855 Y
$60/month
101 1855.06.30 Oregon Gulch commerce Ad: C. A. Simmons has discontinued business at his old stand in Oregon Gulch Butte Record 6-30-1855 Y
102 1855.06.30 Lime Saddle commerce Ad for West Branch Lime Kiln "first quality lime...lime constantly on hand" Butte Record 6-30-1855 Y
103 1855.06.30 Long's Bar Mining Shares of the Banner Quartz Mining Co to be sold at Long's Bar to pay assessments. Butte Record 6-30-1855 Y
104 1855.10.06 Bidwell misc Henry Mighels Esq. is in town for the purpose of taking a few sketches of the magnificent mountain scenery Butte Record 10-6-1855 Y
surrounding Bidwell. He is presently engaged in painting the flume of the Feather River & Ophir Water Company's
ditch immediately below Stringtown.
105 1855.11.17 Butte County Population Butte County population growth & wealth ranks highest county of the state. Talks about the advantages of Butte North Californian 11-17-1855 Y
County.
106 1855.11.24 Oregon City/Cherokee Commerce Ad for butcher shops opening at Oregon City and Cherokee Flat, E. D. Clark. Another ad for stereoscopic pictures North Californian 11-24-1855 Y
Flat at United States Hotel in Oroville.
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107

1855.12.01

Oroville

Commerce

The United States Hotel and general stage office for sale in Oroville. Note: These would be purchased and
refurbished by Smith and Sparks owners of the Banner Mine.

North Californian 12-1-1855

108

1855.12.08

Oroville

Mining

Banner Mine: United States Hotel for sale. John McKinstry Smith purchased and remodeled the United States
Hotel in Oroville. Citizens requested to meet at the United States Hotel to devise a plan to guard the town from
fire.

North Californian 12-8-1855

109

1855.12.08

Pence's Ranch/Oregon
Gulch

Mining

Ad thanking the citizens of Oregon Gulch and vicinity for their patronage by Dr. J. R. N. Owen as he is moving to
the western side of Table Mountain to his place near the Cold Spring Ranch at the residence of Mr. Benner. The
Cold Spring Ranch lies at the foot of Table Mountain between the Cottonwood Ranch and the Ranch of Mr.
Goodrich and near the road that leads from Pence's Ranch and Marysville. Also ad for Evans, Brass & Co. by O.
M. Evans, Jas. H. Brass and Wm. Perry, Jr. They sell groceries, liquors & shoes

North Californian 12-8-1855

110

1855.12.15

Cherokee Ravine

Mining

Mining in Butte: Talks about 3 prospecting companies formed in Cherokee Flat with $50 lumps being taken out in
the vicinity of Beef Ranch. We believe the whole mountain on the backside of Table Mountain, Thompson's Flat
and Morris Ravine is claimed. One company formed with Mr. Robinson, the most successful prospector in the
area. Another company has Mr. Durett, a capable miner as a Trustee. The country all around Table Mountain is
rich in surface and deep digging with Quartz Leads and limestone ledges.

North Californian 12-15-1855

11

1855.12.15

Morris Ravine

water

Feather River and Ophir Water Company ditch and its branches is over 45 miles and entire cost has been
$190,855.69 with the main ditch costing $164,855.69 and the branches purchased $26,000 as follows: Fox or
Upper Wyman Ravine Ditch $11,000; Wyman Ravine and Feather River and Dry Creek and Bagdad Ditch
$14,000; and Banner Ditch $1,000.

North Californian 12-15-1855

112

1855.12.15

Messilla Valley

social

There is to be a Christmas Ball at Balcom's Ranch in Messilla Valley on the 24th.

The North Californian 12-15-1855

113

1855.12.29

Cherokee Flat

Mining

Notice to contractors sealed proposals will be received for running a tunnel near Cherokee Flat. Apply to R.A.
Goodrich, J.F. Reed or D.D. Harris

North Californian 12-29-1855

114

1855.12.29

Cherokee Ravine

Mining

Letter to editor about Cherokee Ravine: Country around the head of Cherokee Ravine has been prospected and
worked successfully every winter since '49 but the great difficulty has been the great scarcity of water. If the
Feather River and Ophir water company could furnish enough water to wash down these hills by hydraulic pipes,
there would be employment for hundreds of the industrious portion of the miners who are now roaming about the
country in quest of diggings.

North Californian 12-29-1855

115

1855.12.29

Messilla Valley/Oregon
City/Cherokee

Commerce

Messilla Valley is a delightful place bounded on two or three sides by mountains, watered by a beautiful stream
with trees enough for shade and with a soil which is unsurpassed in fertility; it is one of the most desirable places
for a residence in the county. Joe Balcom has built a large commodious house and Pense (Pence) is building
another. At Cherokee, Moore McDaniels & Co. have erected a very large store. At White & Nutter, Oregon City,
quite a village has sprung up; they also have made extensive additions to their store and dwelling.

North Californian 12-29-1855

116

1856.01.05

Cherokee Flat

mining

The Ureka Tunnel Company have been sinking a shaft in Table Mountain near Cherokee Flat and have contracted
to have a tunnel run into the mountain 400 ft. through solid rock at great expense. This company is composed
partly of old miners and partly of businessmen from this place and Marysville.

North Californian 1-5-1856

117

1856.01.10

Oregon City

mining

"Sleepy Joe" writes about Oregon City, Cherokee Flat, Morris Ravine, Table Mountain.

San Francisco Evening Bulletin 1-10
1856

118

1856.02.26

Yankee Hill

mining

Virgin Quartz Mine established---second quartz mine in Yankee Hill. (Article by Wm H Mullen) See Oct 1861 and
March 1867

Oroville Daily Register 2-26-1903

119

1856.03.01

Morris Ravine/Long's
Bar

mining

Quartz mining: Talks about old quartz mine revival and erecting arrastras with a mule or 2 for power and a half
dozen Chinamen for stampers. Messrs. Smith & Sparks near Long's Bar is the largest and most complete and one
of the most successful quartz mills in the county; they have 4 arrastras which pulverize 6 tons of quartz per day.
There are 4 or 5 other quartz mills on Oregon Guich: Mr. Tatem's, Beaumont's, Nesbit's (Nisbet's), Derrick's and 1
or 2 others and all are doing well.

North Californian 3-1-1856

120

1856.05.23

Frenchtown

water

Frenchtown canal: 5 miles of the lower end of the ditch and several reservoirs were built 1 or 2 years ago at a cost
of about $10,000; it extends about 12 miles further to receive a supply of water from the tributaries of the North
Fork and the West Branches of Feather River. When completed, it will be one of the best paying ditches in the
State and will have a capacity of 50 sluice heads.

North Californian 5-23-1856
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121

1856.06.01

Butte County

mail

List of Post offices in California. There are 10 in Butte County: Bidwells Bar (P.W.Worstrum - Post Master), Brush
Creek (D.G. Martin), Cherokee (T.M. Danel), Charley's Ranch (J. Evans), Chico (J. Bidwell), Forbestown (Nathan
Plum), Hamilton (R. Davis), Lassen's (W.P Mayhew), Oroville (P.S. Garland) and Pea Vine (D. Whipple)

San Francisco Evening Bulletin 6-1-
1856

122

1856.06.06

Oregon Gulch/Morris
Ravine

mining

Quartz operations: Briggs, Crawford & Co. discovered a quartz ledge near Wilmot's Store in Oregon Guich a few
days ago. Captains Williams & Packard are opening a lead in Oregon Gulch. Granger & Wilmot are erecting 2
arrastras on a ledge near Oregon City. Nesbit (Nisbet) & Simmons, proprietors of the old Buffalo ledge, are just
completing 4 new arrastras. The Spring Valley Quartz Mining Company has the only Steam Quartz Mill in the
county. There is another quartz mill near Cherokee Flat and the mill of Beaumont & Gummett on Oregon Gulch
near Phinney's store and the mills of Smith & Sparks at Columbiaville.

North Californian 6-6-1856

123

1856.06.09

Morris Ravine

mining

Banner Mine: Sparks & Smith, the go-ahead and successful quartz crushers, are remodeling the United Hotel,
which when completed, will be the very extreme of elegance and convenience.

Daily Union 6-9-1856

124

1856.07.14

Yreka

Indians

Modoc Indians: Murder of packer in Rogue River Valley near the summit of Siskiyou mountain. Messrs. Taylor &
McDermit came upon the scene of the "ox team tragedy" and fired upon by Indians. A party of 20 men went in
pursuit and extracted Tule Lake arrows from dead animals that were used by the Modoc tribe.

Sacramento Union 7-14-1856

125

1856.07.15

Yankee Hill/Frenchtown

commerce/mail

The auction of J.I. Steward’s store and home at Frenchtown (Nelson Bar Road) in 1856 to satisfy debts he owed
suppliers in Marysville. Shortly after the auction, a US post office was established at Frenchtown also run by J.I.
Steward, which means he made the request for the post office months earlier. | think Michael Wells purchased the
supplies from Steward’s auction at a greatly reduced rate and started his own store. The post office moved to the
Wells store from Frenchtown six months later after Steward could not hold on any longer. A hotel was also built
the same year across the street from Wells’ store by an Oroville investor. If Steward had not been foreclosed on or
he could have held out six months more, | think we would be the Frenchtown Historical Society today. The store,
post office and hotel combination all happening in 1856, put Yankee Hill permanently on the map.

Oroville Daily Butte Record 7-15-
1856

126

1856.07.15

Oroville

commerce

Ad for Mighels & Ayres, who are house, sign & decorative painters in Oroville. This was Henry Rust Mighels who
painted a picture of Bidwell Bar which now hangs in the State Archives in Sacramento. He eventually became
editor of the Carson Appeal newspaper in Carson, Nevada.

Oroville Daily Butte Record 7-15-
1856

127

1856.08.09

Foothills

commerce

Article states Thompsons Flat, Cherokee, Morris Ravine, Oregon City, Messilla Valley and Pence's Ranch are all
in a most flourishing condition. There is plenty of tillable soil and the mining region is rich. Many families are
among the newcomers. The great difficulty is the lack of water which will be coming soon by the ditch from Little
Butte Creek.

Oroville Daily Butte Record 8-9-
1856

128

1856.08.09

Oroville

commerce

Messrs. Smith & Sparks are putting up a brick 20 x 60 ft. two stories high brick building on the east side of
Montgomery Street adjoining the United States Hotel.

Butte Record 8-9-1865

129

1856.08.13

Oroville

mining

Article about the miners and the money they spend in town. They are a fine class of citizen, some are the best
dressed in town. They recognize the authority of the courts and make the best of jurors. They would patronize
churches, if we had any.

Oroville Daily Butte Record 8-13-
1856

130

1856.08.14

West Branch

Indians

An Indian fight took place about 2 miles down river on the opposite side. It was between a tribe who had their
Rancheria down the river and a tribe from the West Branch. They sent arrows into each others ranks with savage
earnestness. As far as could tell, 2 Indians were killed and several injured.

Daily Butte Record 8-14-1856

131

1856.08.16

Oroville

Indians

Indian sports: Numerous children of the forest seem delighted with progress and civilization. Citizens witnessed
their shooting at small coin stuck to the top of a stick. They are very expert with bow and arrow.

Butte Record 8-16-1856

132

1856.08.22

Chico

Indians

Avrticle about Indian fight six miles from Chico between Bidwell's Indians and a tribe that belonged across the river.
It seems to be a periodical affair with these savages. They fought on an appointed day at the spot named and with
such as much system and regularity as their more civilized brethren. The struggle was carried on for several hours
and with a savage fierceness equal to any contest that has been witnessed for a long time. There is a peculiarity in
this mode of warfare that we presume is not generally known. It is that when in the heat of a conflict - arrows flying
as thick as hail - and the air is rent with the hideous war cry - little children, by mutual consent, are sent into the
ranks of the enemy to pick up the poisonous arrows that have missed their mark, and return them to the quiver of
the hostile parent to again be sent whizzing into the enemy's ranks. There were 10 or 12 injured and 2 killed.

Daily Butte Record 8-22-1856
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133 1856.08.22 Chub Gulch commerce A thriving little town is springing into existence located near Spanishtown. Hotels, stores, saloons, shops and all Butte Record 8-22-1856 Y
other branches of business necessary to the commencement of a town are in progress. Note: The activity
mentioned above regarding construction is probably in Spanishtown.
134 1856.08.22 Spanishtown commerce Situated near the West Branch of the Feather River, Spanishtown has new and very promising diggings; 30 or 40 North Californian 8-22-1856 Y
new houses have been erected; stores, hotels and saloons are multiplying rapidly.
135 1856.08.27 Nome Lackee Indians Quoted article from Marysville Express about a shooting at Nome Lackee. A man named Clark went to the Daily Butte Record 8-27-1856 Y
Reservation reservation to retrieve a squaw taken there for protection. They had been living near Stoney Creek when she was
taken by a man named Cade because she was mistreated, and brought to Nome Lackee. Clark went to the
reservation and was confronted by Mr. Stevenson who asked he follow him to the reservation office. As they
approached their horses, Clark drew his gun and shot Stevenson in the leg. Stevenson rushed Clark, took the gun
and knocked him senseless. Clark will be tried for kidnapping and assault with intent to commit murder.
136 1856.08.29 Oroville commerce Ad for Pioneer Circus Oroville Daily Butte Record 8-29- Y
1856
137 1856.09.01 Cherokee mining The most extensive mining in the area is done by Mr. McCarger, who some two or three months ago, bought the Oroville Daily Butte Record 9-1- Y
store in Cherokee Ravine known as the Bean Store. Mr. Bean and Company are underway with their quartz ledge 1856
which yields from 15 to 18 cents per pound of quartz processed.
138 1856.09.02 Oroville/Cherokee transportation Article about the need for the railroad because of the activity in mining around Oroville, especially Table Mountain.i Oroville Daily Butte Record 9-2- Y
Also talks about the telegraph coming to Oroville within three months. Adjacent article talks about marriages in 1856
Cherokee and their need to continue as they are scarce in this area.
139 1856.09.04 Spanishtown/Chub mining Stage driver returns to Oroville with a beautiful sample of gold. He says Helltown, Spanishtown and Chub Gulch Oroville Daily Butte Record 9-4- Y
Guich are improving rapidly. 1856
140 1856.09.10 Concow/Yankee Hill mining Article about Frenchtown Mining Company well underway with their ditch. Mr. Fargo, the former owner, sold his Oroville Daily Butte Record 9-10- Y
interest to the above. 1856
141 1856.09.10 Spanishtown commerce Article in the North Californian describes Spanishtown. Thirteen new buildings in the last three weeks went up in North Californian 9-10-1856 Y
Spanishtown. There is no sawmill within 14 miles, but they have made arrangements with Mr. Nance of Dry Creek
to establish a lumber yard. One American lady is in the area --- Mrs. Marquis. She washed out one pan of dirt and
got $1.37 in gold. This is a new place a company of Chilenos and Mexicans first struck diggins last winter. The
town is one mile from Frenchtown and twenty miles from Oroville. Mr. Snyder, Mr. Pierce and Mr. Reed have been
sinking a shaft on what is called Yankee Hill.
142 1856.09.11 Spanishtown mining Article in the paper entitled Spanishtown. Our friends Tom Bissett and John Miller took a trip to Messilla Valley Oroville Daily Butte Record 9-11- Y
and thereabouts, and were delighted with the country as a mining region. They bought or dug some of the most 1856
beautiful coarse gold they had ever seen. They did not disclose the exact location where they got it but said there
is plenty more.
143 1856.09.11 Cherokee crime Avrticle about robbery at Cherokee Ravine. Lone man stole wallet and gun from another on the road and then beat : Oroville Daily Butte Record 9-11- Y
him insensible. 1856
144 1856.09.12 Frenchtown water Frenchtown Mining Co. will convey waters of the North of Feather River to Spanishtown, Frenchtown, Chub Gulch, North Californian 9-12-1856 Y
Yankee Hill, Rich Gulch and the entire county below to the junction of the West Branch and North Fork of Feather
River. Work is to be completed this fall.
145 1856.09.13 Oregon Gulch water Article about how the community has been quiet for six months due to lack of water. They have made good money: Oroville Daily Butte Record 9-13- Y
when they had water. 1856
146 1856.09.19 Pence schools Article and ad about a dance at the Pence Hotel to raise money to build the Messilla Valley School. Notes the Oroville Daily Butte Record 9-19- Y
hotel is building a 36 x 50 dance hall. Lists all the managers who are responsible for raising money for the school. 1856
J.S. Nance and Jos. Balcomb from Messilla Valley, Sam'l Glass and Cap Moore from Cherokee Flat, H.J.
Morrison and Geo Wilmont from Oregon Gulch, Geo Crosette and Chas Lincoln from Oroville, C. Wheeler and
Sam'l Neal from Neal's Ranch, E.B. Kinson and Chas Chamberlain from Butte Mills and J.S. (should be J. I.)
Steward and F. Johnson from Frenchtown. trustees are Manoah Pence, Geo Rothrock and S. Burnham.
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147 1856.09.20 Spanishtown mining Philus Junius writes how Spanishtown is progressing very rapidly. "I think we have the best diggings here in the Weekly Butte Record 9-20-1856 Y
county, when we get water. The ditch, so long talked of, will be in full operation next week when they will employ
100 men." A company of Chillinos and Mexicans took out three hands from 3 to 5 ounces per day. A colored man
took from his claim a little over $700 in 3 weeks. There is but one lady in the place and she washed out $175
yesterday from one pan of dirt; some 8 new buildings are going up and this town is beginning to look like a young
Oroville.

148 1856.09.23 Butte County transportation New Express---Dyer to run a daily express to Pence's Ranch, Messilla Valley, Helltown, Dogtown, Spanishtown Oroville Daily Butte Record 9-23- Y
and other points on the West Branch. (Note: Yankee Hill was not a town yet) 1856

149 1856.09.23 Spanishtown transportation Ad for Dyer's Daily Express: A new stage line from Oroville to Spanishtown and Frenchtown. Agents, Wm. C. Oroville Daily Butte Record 9-23- Y
Payne in Oroville and Dr. Waldron, in Spanishtown. 1856

150 1856.09.23 Spanishtown transportation Mr. Dyer of Dyer's Express, informs us that a quartz lead has been discovered within 1/2 mile from Spanishtown. Oroville Daily Butte Record 9-23- Y
The whole area is known to be rich in quartz. 1856

151 1856.09.25 Spanishtown crime Avrticle about the constable and a supervisor from Oroville, heading to Spanishtown to arrest someone. They Oroville Daily Butte Record 9-25- Y
decided to rest awhile under a tree along the way and were so fatigued by their arduous task that they gave up the 1856
search.

152 1856.09.25 Butte County mining Mining News in Butte County, including the Montezuma Claim. The Steamer "Sonoma" sailed with $2,084,752 in Oroville Daily Butte Record 9-25- Y
gold. 1856

153 1856.09.27 Pentz social Ball and Barbecue - Article states the dance at Pence went off smoothly, all had a good time. We saw a Oroville Daily Butte Record 9-27- Y
delegation of our young gentlemen who style themselves "Lunch Eaters" who seemed in high glee after their night 1856
of fun.

154 1856.09.27 Spanishtown water Our esteemed friend, Craige, has left Oroville to take up residence for a few months. He figures to superintend the | Oroville Daily Butte Record 9-27- Y
building of the West Branch and Spanishtown ditch. 1856

155 1856.09.30 Messilla Valley/Oregon Commerce Ads for Valley Exchange, and announcement for grand ball. Also ad for White & Nutter store in Oregon City. Oroville Daily Butte Record 9-30- Y

City 1856

156 1856.09.30 Spanishtown crime Mr. Van Dyke, formerly of Oroville, was stabbed by a Mexican during some kind of game when he tried to take Mr.: Oroville Daily Butte Record 9-30- Y
Van Dyke's money. 1856

157 1856.10.04 Messilla Valley commerce Ads for Merchants Hotel in Marysville, Valley Exchange in Messilla Valley with grand opening ball. Note: the Butte Record 10-4-1856 Y
proprietor of the Merchants Hotel was O. M. Evans, who cut the road to Yankee Hill and built the first West Branch
bridge.

158 1856.10.13 Spanishtown crime We learn from Mr. Gaston the stage driver, that a fight occurred in a dance house between two Mexicans. One Oroville Daily Butte Record 10-13- Y
shot the other dead. 1856

159 1856.10.18 Spanishtown politics Gen. P.H. Harris and A.M. Zabriskie will address the citizens of Spanishtown to discuss the political issues of the Butte Record 10-18-1856 Y
day.

160 1856.10.18 Deadwood mining Mr. Lattimore states the rise in the river has not shut down the Deadwood Claim. The head of the claim is very rich Butte Record 10-18-1856 Y
and they are expecting a rich harvest. (Note: There was a Lattimore's Bar near Island Bar below Big Bend. Robert
and Wm Lattimore are listed in the 1850 Butte County Census along with James Shields. All were listed as miners
and located near each other when the census was taken. Wm Lattimore went on to become Butte County
Treasurer in Oct 1857 until Jan 1860)

161 1856.10.18 Oroville cemetery Need for cemetery in Oroville to bury their dead. "With as much level ground as there is in this vicinity, that will Weekly Butte Record 10-18-1856 Y
never be required for mining purposes, there is no reason why a suitable spot should not be selected, and
enclosed as a cemetery."

162 1856.10.18 Oroville Social Avrticle about Lola Montez, the distinguished lady, is under a 2 month engagement to perform in the principle towns: Weekly Butte Record 10-18-1856 Y
of the state. Reports to the effect that she was coming to Oroville have been in circulation for the last 6 weeks, but
she hasn't made her appearance yet.

163 1856.10.18 Oroville transportation Six Marysville stages arrive and depart daily. The Bidwell stage goes up and returns every day and three stages to Butte Record 10-18-1856 Y
and from Spanishtown. A stage to Forbestown also arrives every day. Two stages to and from Shasta will arrive
here daily starting in November.
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164 1856.10.21 Spanishtown crime Letter written to the Record by Mr. Stiles describes fighting and robbery in Spanishtown between a party of Oroville Daily Register 1-22-1904 & Y
Peruvians and Mexicans. Two men and one woman were killed, about seven or eight were injured. There have Oroville Daily Butte Record 10-21-
been several fights between them before. Nearly 100 shots were fired. Also mentions Golden Gate Hotel in 1856
Spanishtown is run by Carry & McClellan.
165 1856.10.22 Oroville communication We learn that Messrs. Gwynn and Stockton have perfected arrangements for the extension of the telegraph to Daily Butte Record 10-22-1856 Y
Oroville, and will proceed immediately to construct the same.
166 1856.10.22 Morris Ravine mining Banner Mine: J. McKinstry Smith nominated for the Assembly by the Republican Convention for Butte County. Mr. i Marysville Daily Herald 10-22-1856 Y
Smith who is largely interested in quartz operations in Butte, is a popular and capable man.
167 1856.10.22 Spanishtown crime Four Chilanians concerned in the shooting affray at Spanishtown on Sunday evening were arrested last night on Daily Butte Record 10-22-1856 Y
the opposite side of the river by Deputy Sheriff McLaughlin and Mr. Cary. They will undergo an examination as
soon as witnesses can be subpoenaed from Spanishtown.
168 1856.10.23 Spanishtown crime Letter written by unknown (later identified as C.W. Stiles); talks about the town and how they have formed a Oroville Daily Butte Record 10-23- Y
citizen's police to drive away the Peruvians and Chileans. Also, talks about the Black Republicans sending the 1856 & Oroville Daily Register 1-22-
miserable curse, the Hon. John Dick, to talk in the town about the presidential race. (Fremont was eventually their 1904
candidate). After the meeting they took a straw poll for President and 46 votes were cast.
169 1856.10.25 Klamath Indians The white deer skin dance: The Indians of Klamath county have been holding a grand fandango at the mouth of Butte Record 10-25-1856 Y
Trinity river and from Happy Camp to the reservation near the ocean. At least 1,000 natives participated in the
festivities.
170 1856.10.25 Spanishtown politics Caucus at Spanishtown: Stiles received the nomination for office of Justice of the Peace by the citizens of Butte Record 10-25-1856 Y
Spanishtown.
171 1856.10.28 Butte County water West Branch Ditch---Mr. Meacham informs us that the head dam of the above named ditch has been entirely Oroville Daily Butte Record 10-28- Y
completed and the water turned into the race. This is an important step towards the immediate construction of the 1856
ditch. When complete, the ditch should be 50 miles long and the largest in the state. (Note: Meacham had
previously been the contractor for the Feather River and Ophir Water Company, building the ditch that brought
water to Ophir (Oroville) which was finished in April 1856)
172 1856.11.01 Spanishtown transportation Rebuttal by C.W. Stiles to a letter written by John Dick regarding comments Dick made about the superior N- - - - - Butte Record 11-1-1856 Y
- (black race). Also talks about new buildings going up in Spanishtown, including a steam sawmill. There are six
respectable families living there, plus the miners. The road to the ferry is being repaired---it is the steepest stage
road he has ever seen. Three stages per day are running to the town, the fair is $2.00.
173 1856.11.06 Spanishtown/ politics Election Returns - Election Returns for President of the United States. Spanishtown - 135 votes for Buchanan, 120:Sacramento Daily Union 11- 6- 1856 Y
Frenchtown votes for Fillmore and 3 votes for Fremont. Frenchtown 64 votes for Buchanan, 62 votes for Fillmore and 7 votes
for Fremont. Oroville 858 votes for Buchanan, 622 votes for Fillmore and 210 votes for Fremont. Forbestown 130
votes for Buchanan, 41 votes for Fillmore and 83 votes for Fremont. (Note: Yankee Hill was not established yet so
residents voted as part of Frenchtown or Spanishtown.)
174 1856.11.07 Oregon Township politics Charley Stiles lost contest for Justice of the Peace Oroville Daily Butte Record 11-7- Y
1856
175 1856.11.07 Frenchtown mining Wanted: 100 hands on the Frenchtown Canal, apply at Spanishtown. North Californian 11-7-1856 Y
176 1856.11.08 Concow/Yankee Hill water Starting construction on the Frenchtown Canal; 200 to 300 men are at work digging a ditch (to bring water from the: Butte Record 11-8-1856 Y
North Fork of the Feather River to the top of Deadwood, down Dark Canyon and to Yankee Hill. This brought
needed water to the mining operations and Yankee Hill) See 1858 tax records
177 1856.11.10 Spanishtown commerce Letter to the editor: The election is over and the town is quiet. Calf & Butcher are putting in a market. The Pioneer : Oroville Daily Butte Record 11-10- Y
Hotel is full and the ditch is in process. The President, Addison, O.M. Evans, the trustee and others, are on the 1856
grounds. A chunk of gold worth $84.50 was taken from the ravine by a Mexican the other day. Three stages from
the white settlements are arriving daily. The jolly, but not polite, George Green, Agent, wakes this town every
morning conversing with Uncle Billy Clark. They stand at opposite ends of town and whisper at each other. (Note:
The letter is not signed but it is by C.W. Stiles)
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178 1856.11.12 Spanishtown politics C.W. Stiles was seen the other day with a jackass loaded with grub and blankets, leaving town and asking the Oroville Daily Butte Record 11-12- Y
directions to the richest diggings. The paper referred to him as an old friend "The Judge" and wished him well. 1856
(Note: Stiles had just lost the election for Justice of the Peace of Oregon Township and had been the source of
controversy over a letter he had written. See 11-1-1856 & 11-10-1856)
179 1856.11.15 Spanishtown/Frenchtow mining Article about Butte County mentions the mineral wealth in the area. When water is finally supplied, it will be a very : Weekly Butte Record 11-15-1856 Y
n/Oregon Gulch- popular place. Refers to Thompsons Flat, Oregon Guich, Frenchtown and Spanishtown. Says the area has been
Thompsons Flat occupied since 1850.
180 1856.11.15 Butte County transportation Article about the roads to Marysville and Chico in need of repair. Butte Record 11-15-1856 Y
181 1856.11.21 Spanishtown/Jordan mining Avrticle about Curly the stage driver; informed everyone that they are digging a shaft at Jordan Slide nearby and Oroville Daily Butte Record 11-21- Y
Slide have struck bedrock at 67 feet. They are now digging a tunnel from the bottom of the hill to the bottom of the shaft 1856
to further investigate. The area had been prospected before but not to any great depth because they struck water &
few feet below the surface.
182 1856.11.22 Spanishtown crime Fight occurred on Sunday between an American and an Irishman, with both parties severely injured. One had a Butte Record 11-22-1856 Y
large piece bitten out of his chin. Article ends with, "Nice, moral place, that Spanishtown".
183 1856.11.22 Merced Indians The Mariposa Gazette says the Indians on the South Fork and upper parts of the main Merced River are very Butte Record 11-22-1856 Y
dissatisfied with salmon fishing there due to two dams.
184 1856.11.28 Butte County mining Avrticle about the miner's possible strike over the cost of water from the owners of the ditches. The strike did not Butte Record 11-28-1856 Y
happen.
185 1856.11.28 Cherokee Flat mail Stage coaches are running weekly with mail between here and Cherokee Flat. North Californian 11-28-1856 Y
186 1856.11.28 Cherokee Flat/Oregon mining There is a vast and very rich mining country on the West side of the river including Cherokee Flat, Oregon Gulich, North Californian 11-28-1856 Y
Guich Morris Ravine and Thompson's Flat. Miners are getting their claims ready to work as soon as the rain fills their
ditches. Messrs. Hart & Bro. have contracts for fluming in the amount of $320,000 within 5 miles of Oroville.
187 1856.11.29 Oroville/Nome Lackee Indians Indian boy about 10 years old found nearly too drunk to walk. Judge Jones had him in charge and learned the boy, Butte Record 11-29-1856 Y
who speaks English, was given the liquor by a Chinaman. They should prosecute anyone who sells spirits to an
Indian. Steps are being taken to remove Yuba Indians to Nome Lackee Reservation. Also Yuba and Digger
Indians had a fight.
188 1856.11.29 Spanishtown/Jordan mining Article in Union talks about visiting Spanishtown. Two buckets of dirt washed out with $7.80 each. Last July was :Sacramento Daily Union 11-29-1856 Y
Hill not one house or five Americans here. Now 300 votes were cast, mostly for "Buck". Now there are some eighty-
five houses, one hotel --- the Pioneer, four large stores and quite a number of billiard parlors. 200 men are digging
a ditch that should be finished the last part of January. Four stages pass daily from Oroville. New organized
company to prospect Jordan Hill, they sunk a shaft 60 ft. Three months ago nobody lived here, now over 500
residents.
189 1856.12.03 Bidwell lumber Avrticle entitled "The Last of Bidwell" talks about Mr. Bancroft arriving in Oroville with a load of lumber from the Oroville Daily Butte Record 12-3- Y
National (Hotel), which he ran in Bidwell, one of the last houses to be torn down. It also talks about Bidwell's past 1856
glory as the County Seat. Another article on 12-31-1856 talks about inspecting the new bridge at Bidwell, which
was built by Capt. Murray, costing between $30,000 to $40,000.
190 1856.12.04 Oroville mining Banner Mine: Ad for bankers Hedges & Hannon and Frank's Restaurant. These were tenants of Smith & Sparks' Oroville Daily Butte Record 12-4- Y
building adjacent to the United States Hotel 1856
191 1856.12.08 Yankee Hill/Oregon mining A new town is springing up near Spanishtown known as Yankee Hill. Rich diggings have been discovered at this Oroville Daily Butte Record 12-8- Y
Guich locality and considerable amount number of lots have been claimed and staked off. As well, there are four quartz 1856
mills in successful operation at Oregon Gulch with average yield about $60 per ton.
192 1856.12.08 Frenchtown mining Brief article states the Frenchtown Ditch Company has increased their capital stock to $60,000. Butte Record 12-8-1856 Y
193 1856.12.08 Sacramento/Butte mining Article about the miners threatening to strike the ditch owners because the price of water was $.40 per inch and Oroville Daily Butte Record 12-8- Y
County they wanted the price dropped to $.25 per inch, although they might accept $.30 per inch. (The strike did not 1856
happen and the prices stayed the same)
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194 1856.12.12 Concow/Yankee Hill water Report about the Frenchtown Canal Mining Company and the ditch to Frenchtown, Spanishtown, Chub Guich and ; Oroville Daily Butte Record 12-12- Y
Rich Gulch (this area was later named Yankee Hill). Stockholders have increased the capital stock from $30,000 1856
to $60,000 so they can complete the entire work. The contract was let to Mr. A.S. Hart; the work should be done
by the first of June, 1857. The reservoir and several miles of ditch will be completed in four to six weeks.

195 1856.12.13 Cherokee Flat mining David Smith showed several pieces of coarse gold taken from his claim near Cherokee Ravine. It appears the Oroville Daily Butte Record 12-13- Y
diggings are rich because of the blue dirt and the pitch of the bedrock into the hill. 1856

196 1856.12.13 Oregon Gulch/Long's mining There are 4 quartz mills in successful operation at Oregon Gulch averaging a yield of about $60/ton. At Honcut Weekly Butte Record 12-13-1856 Y

Bar race course, John Mullen's horse, Bald Hornet, and Clark's horse, Fool-catcher, ran a very spirited race of 700

yards.

197 1856.12.16 Oregon City mining A piece of gold weighing 11 oz. was taken from the Barton, Jones and Meeks claim at Nelsons Flat near Oregon : Oroville Daily Butte Record 12-16- Y
City. There would be many rich diggings in the area if they had water. 1856

198 1856.12.18 Spanishtown transportation Long article about Oroville's need for a bridge to reach Thompsons Flat and the rich diggings at Spanishtown. Oroville Daily Butte Record 12-18- Y

1856

199 1856.12.19 Spanishtown mining Article about the abundance of water at Spanishtown from the recent rains. Mr. Cary of the Pioneer Hotel in Oroville Daily Butte Record 12-19- Y
Spanishtown, says the miners are going back to their claims; some have set idle for months because of the 1856
availability of water. The most beautiful coarse gold is taken from this region. There are several companies of
Mexicans and Peruvians in the town who, before the water came, had to take sacks of dirt 300 yards to use mudd
water to claim 2 oz. of gold a day. The town now presents a most prosperous and lively appearance.

200 1856.12.19 Long's Bar accident Patrick Keely, who injured his spine a few days ago by the caving of a bank at Long's Bar, has injuries that are of : Oroville Daily Butte Record 12-19- Y
such a serious nature as to render his recovery doubtful. 1856

201 1856.12.23 Oregon City mining Brief article says that Mr. Nutter has informed the editor that Oregon City has plenty of water and the mines are Oroville Daily Butte Record 12-23- Y
taking out gold. 1856

202 1856.12.24 Spanishtown settlement Announcement that Phil Ripley and John Staniels of Oroville have opened the Union Hotel at Spanishtown. The Oroville Daily Butte Record 12-24- Y
California Stage Company will make their headquarters there. Note: This hotel was actually at Yankee Hill near 1856
M.H. Wells place. It later would be the Yankee Hill Hotel after Wells bought it.

203 1856.12.26 Yankee Hill mining A correspondent of Marysville Enquirer writes from Spanishtown: A new town is rising up one mile from San Francisco Bulletin 12-26-1856 Y
Spanishtown called Yankee Hill. This has been the headquarters of the Frenchtown Mining Co. The success of the
town seems to depend upon the ditch entirely.

204 1856.12.27 Spanishtown mining Article talks about specimen of quartz taken from claim of Mr. Pratt of Spanishtown. It was one of the richest Oroville Daily Butte Record 12-27- Y
specimens seen taken from a ledge. The area is sure to become an important mining district. 1856

205 1857.01.01 Dixon's Ravine/Oroville mining A piece of coarse gold weighing 4 ounces was taken out of a claim in Dixon's Ravine near the store of Messrs. Oroville Daily Butte Record 1-1- Y
White & Nutter last Sunday. Ad for Frank's Restaurant in Oroville, board per week without wine $10, single room 1857
per night $2.

206 1857.01.06 Cherokee transportation Messrs. White and Netter of Oregon City have started the project of building a road to Cherokee via Longs Bar Oroville Daily Butte Record 1-6- Y
and Oregon Gulch. The direct road to Cherokee from Oroville is of considerable importance. Currently, there are 1857; Diggins vol 10, no 4
no direct communications between the two points available to teams and carriages. Currently, the entire travel to
Cherokee passes by Pence's Ranch to Marysville, avoiding Oroville completely. The estimated cost is $2500 of
which White and Nutter have contributed $250; $800 has been pledged by others. The interests of the town of
Oroville should prompt others to subscribe.

207 1857.01.06 Oroville transportation Avrticle encouraging the people of Oroville to support the efforts to build a road to Cherokee. Article suggests the Oroville Daily Butte Record 1-6- Y
local authorities have been reluctant to support any new road that does not use the bridge owned by the County 1857
Judge (Judge Lewis). At the current time it is as easy to go from Bidwell to Marysville as it is to Oroville (implying
the current route is not convenient to Oroville).

208 1857.01.07 Nome Lackee medical Fatal outbreak at the Nome Lackee Reservation: Quite a number of Feather River Indians fled from the Oroville Daily Butte Record 1-7- Y
reservation and were killed after the withdrawal of the U.S. troops. 1857

209 1857.01.09 Thompson's Flat transportation The stages of the California Stage Company have been passing through Thompson's Flat to get to and from Oroville Daily Butte Record 1-8- Y
Spanishtown even though it is out of the way. The roads are so cut up with ditches not bridged, it is impossible for 1857
the stages to pass that way unless the road is repaired.
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210 1857.01.13 Nelson Bar transportation Two ads appear for bridges, one to be built at Nelson Bar by Charles Curtis (later called the Nelson Bar Bridge) Oroville Daily Butte Record 1-13- Y
and another by OM Evans at the place known as the "natural crossing" 1 1/2 miles below Nelson Bar (later called 1857
the West Branch Bridge). Proposals to be presented at the Feb meeting of the Board of Supervisors. Curtis
announces he will also renew his ferry permit at Nelson Bar.

211 1857.01.22 Spanishtown/Yankee transportation Mr. O.M. Evans came to area and graded a road from Cherokee to Yankee Hill (article by Wm. H. Mullen). Oroville Daily Register 2-26-1903, Y

Hill Apparently, he also operated a toll crossing over the West Branch of the Feather River at that time. Reference is Butte County Tax Records 1859,

made to it in the 1859 Butte County Tax Records as currently being owned by O.M. Evans and S.D. Baldwin. In 1874/75, Butte Record 1-13-1857
1874, the land and improvements were owned solely by S.D. Baldwin and valued at $1,000. (Note: The 1860
census lists O.M. Evans' occupation as a miner. A Jan 1856 ad states he operated a provisions store with
partners, Jas. H. Brass and Wm. Perry in Oroville. Previous partner was J.W. Woodman. Jan 1857 notice in paper
says bridge will be located 1 1/2 miles below Nelson Bar at a place known as "Natural Bridge".

212 1857.01.23 Oroville Indians A lead of gravel yielding one to five cents to the pan discovered this week at the old Indian Rancheria about 2 North Californian 1-23-1857 Y
miles below Oroville on the opposite side of the river.

213 1857.01.24 Spanishtown mining Letter to the editor of the Butte County Record by Phelin states, that since the Judge (C.W. Stiles) was gone there : Oroville Daily Butte Record 1-24- Y
have been no letters telling of the area. He felt it was worth keeping up the correspondence so people would be 1857
informed. The town has been quiet; recent rains have supplied plenty of water and the ditch will soon supply water
to the highest hills in Spanishtown. Mr. White's company of three men took $180 out the last three days. Mr. Rafell
has tested his quartz lode near Jordan Hill and it yielded $55 to $250 per ton. It is the richest quartz section in the
area.

214 1857.01.29 Spanishtown crime Robbery in town with the boldness of Joaquin or Bell. Three men break into the Pacific Express Office at 2:00am. : Oroville Daily Butte Record 1-29- Y
The express agent, Mr. Cramner, was asleep with the money under his head. The White Claim took out 14 oz. last 1857
Saturday. The Spanish, Darby's and Grun's Claim continue to pay well. Messrs. Murphy & Co., of Concow, have
recently struck rich pay dirt. Yours in haste, Phelix.

215 1857.01.30 Spanishtown crime The cabin of a 60 to 70 year old man was entered by a man suspected of being a Spaniard. The old man was Oroville Daily Butte Record 1-30- Y
struck on the head and $18 was stolen. The man was named Mortimer McKinnon and he was seriously injured. 1857
Should the thief be caught he will receive rough treatment.

216 1857.01.30 Spanishtown transportation Ad for California Stage Company, John S.Graham, Agent, Oroville. Stages leave the California Stage Company Oroville Daily Butte Record 1-30- Y
office at 7am, 12 noon and 4pm for Marysville. Stages leave at noon for Spanishtown and everyday at 10 o'clock 1857
am for Shasta.

217 1857.02.04 Spanishtown settlement Ad for Union Hotel & Stage House in Spanishtown. Also, ad for Merchants Hotel in Marysville, now run by O.M. Oroville Daily Butte Record 2-4- Y
Evans (he built the road to Yankee Hill). 1857

218 1857.02.04 Jordan deaths While working at his diggings at Jordan Ravine, Francis Buckingham died due to a stump falling from the bank of Oroville Daily Butte Record 2-4- Y

Ravine/Thompsons Flat his claim. He was 26 years of age. A man and a woman were arrested at Thompson's Flat for gambling contrary to! 1857

law and were fined $100 and then jailed.

219 1857.02.05 Spanishtown settlement Letter by Philus Julius to the editor about the recent events in Spanishtown. The Spanishtown ditch should be Oroville Daily Butte Record 2-5- Y
complete by the first of June, then Spanishtown will be Oroville's sister city. The residents feel they can beat 1857
Oroville or any other location in the County. Hoping the coming Grand Jury will inflict fines on every gambling
house in town to help drive out the Mexicans and thieves.

220 1857.02.07 Spanishtown mining Letter by Phelix trying to rebuff the letter sent the day before by Philus Julius downplaying all the violence. Also Oroville Daily Butte Record 2-7- Y
talks about the White Claim paying $20 to $50 per day. The miners on Blair Ravine are averaging $2 per pan of 1857
dirt. Dr. Waldron's Claim had $2 and is said to have 2 feet of pay dirt. The ditch is complete to Dark Canyon and
will be complete in three weeks.

221 1857.02.10 Spanishtown commerce Article by Philus Julius is paraphrased to describe the town. Last July there were no frame structures, now there Oroville Daily Butte Record 2-10- Y
are three hotels, eight billiard saloons, four dance houses, three stables and numerous stores and private 1857
residences. A number of worthy ladies, the wives and relatives of the better class of citizens, now abide in
Spanishtown. A number of people have now pulled up stakes to go to the rich diggins of Helltown and Dogtown.
Also in this issue, the California Stage Co. will start a stage from their office at the St. Nicholas Hotel every day at
12 o'clock for the above diggings, which are reported to be exceedingly rich, and situated about 14 miles north of
Pence's Ranch.
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222

1857.02.10

Indian
Rancheria/Thompson's
Flat

mining

About a half mile below Oroville near the old Indian rancheria, one of the richest sections of diggings in this region
of the country was discovered a few weeks ago. The ground for 2 or 3 miles below the rancheria has been staked
off at intervals and 200 people were present at a meeting held yesterday. Water is supplied to the miners from the
ditch which runs through Thompson's Flat.

Oroville Daily Butte Record 2-10-
1857

223

1857.02.11

Dogtown

mining

Avrticle in paper about Dogtown being renamed "Mill City". A large volume of laws have been passed for the
government of the mines in the area. The Mill City Diggins are reported to be unusually rich. The same issue has
an ad for the new Dogtown Stage operated by the California Stage Company.

Oroville Daily Butte Record 2-11-
1857

224

1857.02.12

Spanishtown

transportation

California Stage Company with 5 passengers broke down in Spanishtown without injury to anyone. The cause was
the miserable condition of the roads.

Sacramento Daily Union 2-12-1857

225

1857.02.12

Spanishtown

mining

The mining camp in Butte County seems to be quite flourishing. Many strangers had arrived there drawn by the
reported discovery of quartz ledges and new placer diggings are being constantly found. Any amount of fighting,
gambling, robbing and prostitution were rife, according to information received by the Butte Record.

Sacramento Daily Union 2-12-1857

226

1857.02.18

Spanishtown

mining

Letter to editor from Clipper about less fighting in Spanishtown. It is said the ditch will be completed to Bartie's
Creek in 3 weeks. Messrs. Pike & Co. of Spring Gulch took out a chunk weighing 5 pounds, about $100 in fine
gold. Mr. Peterson of Benam and Burnam Ravine took out a nugget weighing $80. The tunnel of the Jourdon
(Jordan) Hill diggings is progressing finely.

North Californian 2-18-1857

227

1857.02.19

Dogtown/Mill City

lumber

Avrticle about mining in Mill City and the lumber industry not wanting all the miners in the area.

Oroville Daily Butte Record 2-19-
1957

228

1857.03.13

California

Indians

Bill to issue State bonds to pay for the expedition against the Siskiyou Indians in 1856. The request is for
$200,000 in bonds to be sold. Argument against states the bill is to be paid by Federal money when it becomes
available by Congress. Author states these bonds are to cover the costs until then (apparently Congress has not
taken up the issue yet).

Sacramento Daily Union 3-13-1857

229

1857.03.20

Yreka

Indians

Article questioning if poison was used in the Modoc War of 1853 by Capt. Wright to kill Indians as has been
commonly believed. He supposedly was going to invite the Indians to a feast on poison meat. An Indian in Capt.
Wright's company supposedly warned the other Indians avoiding their death.

Daily Alta California 3-20-1857

230

1857.03.20

Morris Ravine

mining

Banner Mine: Messrs. Smith & Sparks own a very extensive and valuable ledge near McCabe's Creek. They are
excavating a large amount of quartz for crushing as soon as they get their machinery in operation. (McCabe's
Creek is about 2 miles from Forbestown between Lake Oroville and Forbestown Road).

North Californian 3-20-1857

231

1857.03.20

Oregon Gulch

mining

Messrs. Nesbit (Nisbet) & Simmons of the old Buffalo Quartz ledge Oregon Guich found a lump a few days ago
worth $900 gold. There are 1500 Chinamen working at the Rancheria.

North Californian 3-20-1857

232

1857.04.09

California

Indians

Report of Committee of Indian Affairs

Daily Alta California 4-9-1857

233

1857.04.14

Morris Ravine

mining

Banner Mine: Quartz mining throughout Butte County is prosperous, Messrs. Smith & Sparks having the most
extensive mills in the county.

Daily Alta California 4-14-1857

234

1857.04.15

Spanishtown

mining

The Virgin Quartz Mine near Spanishtown has installed new machinery and will be up and running in several
weeks. The mill will run twenty stampers. They spent 6 months prospecting the site and have reached a rich
deposit at 220 feet.

Oroville Daily Butte Record 4-15-
1857

235

1857.04.17

Spanishtown

mining

The Butte Quartz Mining Company Claims are located near Spanishtown on Rich Gulch Quartz Ledge and joins
on the North the Virginia (Virgin) Quartz Company's Claim. The prospects are found to be of superior richness.
The company was incorporated April 15th, 1857.

Oroville Daily Butte Record 4-17-
1857

236

1857.04.24

Oroville/Yreka

Indians

Rich claim in Oroville is located on an old Indian burial ground. In same issue, "The Modocs Friendly": Modoc
Chief La Lakes returned to Yreka and expressed great desire to enter into terms of lasting peace with the whites.

Sacramento Daily Union 4-24-1857

237

1857.04.25

Morris Ravine

mining

Banner Mine: Visit to quartz and tunneling operations in and around Table Mountain. Hasty examination of the
quartz mill of Smith & Sparks: They are running eight stamps and two arrastras propelled by water. Their buildings
are large, substantial and very conveniently arranged. The lead is composed of a soft blue quartz almost a foot in
thickness and is very rich. Previous to the last year, it was the only one in the county that had been worked
successfully. The proprietors have expended $40,000 during the last year in buildings and machinery and in
opening the vein. Messrs. Smith & Sparks have a neat white cottage with green blinds, garden, shrubbery, &c and
nearby have a vineyard and orchard in which is a large variety of fruit trees all looking finely.

North Californian 4-25-1857
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238

1857.04.25

Oregon City

mining

Mining operations: Oregon City, Cayote Ravine, Cherokee Flat, Lime Kilns

North Californian 4-25-1857

239

1857.04.28

Spanishtown

mining

Our town has been very dull for the last few months; but that our town possess resources which are bound to
make it a point of business and importance none can doubt. We have as rich surface diggings in this section as
there are in the state. But unfortunately they are of the class which require water to work them successfully. Yet
after months of promise we are about to be furnished with quantity of that very welcome and necessary clement to
our property, as we are positively assured that on the first day of June the ditch will be completed. We are also in
the process of erecting several quartz mills, and several new leads are being opened.......... The Virgin Company
have their mill ready for machinery, which will be up in a few days. This company deserves the rich harvest that
awaits them as they are the pioneer company ........ The 49 & 56 and Butte Quartz mining companies are opening
their claims on the same ledge. The Raffell ledge, near Jordan Hill, has been bought by a Marysville company for
$4200, they are making preparations for working.......... The gentlemanly proprietors of the Pioneer Hotel, Messrs.
Pollard, Derby & Co. have withstood the hard times, and is the only hotel out of several that survives....... Clipper

North Californian 4-28-1857

240

1857.04.30

Spanishtown

mining

Yesterday we were shown some specimens of quartz rock from a newly discovered ledge near Spanishtown,
which show fair for richness of the claim from which they were taken. Gold is visibly scattered throughout the rock.
We were told that quartz from the ledge, only four feet from the surface, had projected from 5 to 15 cents to the
pound. Several new ledges have been taken up in the vicinity, and considerable excitement prevailed in the
neighborhood. There are now some half a dozen ledges within a short distance of each other, all of which are
believed to be rich.

North Californian 4-30-1857

241

1857.05.12

Frenchtown/Spanishtow:
n/Concow/Flea
Valley/Yankee Hill

settlers

Avrticle about a trip into the mountains and Concow Valley. Author only identified as H. They took the Dogtown
stage to Pence's Ranch where they took pack mules to Frenchtown and then Spanishtown. Talks about the trail
thru Concow and Flea villages to Kimshew. The article does not mention any Indians (had they moved farther
north? or were they working as laborers for miners and the road builders so they were not any problem?
Indian labor was not that uncommon in the mines). It does mention staying at a cabin near Flea Valley and
meeting a Mr. Stanford there. He was partners with Mr. Fairbanks from Frenchtown and they were starting a ranch
and going to build a public house (hotel, later operated by Duensing) at Flea Valley. There was a lot of traffic to
the area last summer as there was a need for lumber for the ditches to carry water in the areas below. Mr. Fargo
and Mr. Evans visited the cabin the following morning. They talked about the good wagon road from Spanishtown
to 1 mile short of Flea Valley used to haul lumber for the fluming on the Frenchtown Ditch. (Apparently they
traveled via mule on the ridge north of the road mentioned, now Concow Road. Note: In Sept 1857, there was a
report about votes for District Judge, Concow Valley cast 16 votes, Spanishtown cast 90 votes, Frenchtown 30
votes. Spanishtown had been a force bringing miners to the area for about 18 months at that time.)

Oroville Daily Butte Record 5-12-
1857

242

1857.05.19

Oroville

Indians

Drunken Indian - an Indian was navigating our streets yesterday, in a beastly state of intoxication. It appeared he
had procured a bottle of "O be joyful" from a "collud gemman" at Thompson flat, who had fallen desperately in love
with Mohala! He was set at liberty.

Oroville Daily Butte Record 5-19-
1857

243

1857.05.19

Cherokee

mining

Pioneer Quartz Ledge-This ledge situated in Cherokee Ravine, distant about two and a half miles from Oroville,
produces some very rich specimens, now in the possession of R.L. Patton, ESQ. Preparations for working the
ledge are now being made, and judging from the specimens shown us, will not fail to prove a profitable
investment.

Oroville Daily Butte Record 5-19-
1857

244

1857.05.23

Frenchtown

commerce

Sheriff sale: James A. White and Thomas W. Nutter in favor of James S. Spang for the sum of $3,190. Property in
Oroville to be sold to settle a debt to Mr. Spang consisting of the following: A lot in Oroville next to Keating's Brick
Store. Also one saloon

Butte Record 5-23-1857

245

1857.05.23

Frenchtown

commerce

Sheriff sale: Mentions James M. Smith plaintiff, William Hall and William Morris defendants; to sell at public sale
to highest bidder: One building or saloon and bowling alley, situated at Frenchtown in Oregon Township, Butte
County California, and formerly known as Smith's bowling alley.

Butte Record 5-23-1857

246

1857.05.28

Pentz

transportation

Long article about a convention held in Oroville to establish a road to Honey Lake via Pence's Ranch. Major John
Bidwell was named President of the convention. Marysville had a similar convention and proposed a different
route. Representatives from Butte, Plumas, Tehama and Colusa Counties were represented in Oroville. Manoah
Pence was also present.

Sacramento daily Union 5-28-1857
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247 1857.05.29 Butte County water List of number of ditches to carry water in various counties including Butte County which has 6 ditches valued at Daily Butte Record 5-29-1857 Y
$626,000. Only 3 counties ditches are valued higher, Yuba County with 21 at $806,300, Amador County with 33
ditches valued at $888,400 and Nevada County with 100 ditches valued at $1,500,000.

248 1857.06.02 Spanishtown crime Constable McConkey of Spanishtown furnished details of a murder at Spanishtown. Three Spaniards were in town: Oroville Daily Butte Record 6-2- Y
trying to sell two horses. It was presumed they were stolen. That night one approached the home of Mr. Cary and 1857
asked if he was saying the horses were stolen. He tried to put him off and sent him away. Later that night the
Spaniard returned and stabbed Mr. Cary in the heart. Before he fell he stabbed the Spaniard. All three Spaniards
are in custody and the Constable has the two horses.

249 1857.06.06 Butte County politics List of representation allocated for each precinct in the Butte County Democratic Convention; Oro 30, Spanishtown: Oroville Daily Butte Record 6-6- Y
5, Forbestown 5, Bidwell 3, Frenchtown 3, Nelson Bar 2, Pence's Ranch 3, Cherokee 1, Cherokee Flat 3, Dogtown 1857
3, Chico 3.

250 1857.06.13 Nome Cult Reservation Indians Mr. Storms of Nome Cult reservation meets Col. Henley preparing to drive 600 head of cattle to the reservation. Daily Butte Record 6-13-1857 Y
Also talks about Col. Henley's involvement with the Vigilance Committee of San Francisco.

251 1857.06.22 Messilla Valley fire The North Californian states that on June 17, the dwelling of George Rothrock of Messilla Valley was burned to Sacramento Bee 6-22-1857 Y
the ground with all its contents. Mr. Rothrock is an old resident of Messilla Valley and one of the best citizens the
county affords.

252 1857.07.07 Butte County politics List of names of the delegates to the Butte County Democratic Convention; (Frenchtown-Simpson, Fairhawks, . Oroville Daily Butte Record 7-7- Y
Stewart); (Spanishtown-Ripley, McLelland, Wells, Derby, Hussey, proxy for Evans); (Cherokee Flat-Campbell, 1857
Maxwell, Orr); (Cherokee Ravine-Bead); (Pence's Ranch-Burnham, Rothrock, McCauly).

253 1857.08.08 Butte County politics List of elected officials for the various townships; (Cherokee Ravine- A. Smith, Inspector, D. Grosvenor, H. Oroville Daily Butte Record 8-8- Y
Chicester, Judges) - (Spanishtown P. Riley, Inspector, Pratt and O.M. Evans, Judges) - (Frenchtown F.F. Johnson, 1857
Inspector, J.I. Steward and J. Banell, Judges) - (Nelsons Bar J. Curtis, Inspector, C. Smith and Nolen, Judges).

254 1857.08.24 Yreka Indians Pit River Indians and Lalakes tribe from Klamath River are feuding. Sacramento Daily Union 8-24-1857 Y

255 1857.08.25 Yankee Hill mining Ad for the 49 & 56 Mining Company notifying the stockholders they have assessed their stock at 1%, due by Oroville Daily Butte Record 8-25- Y
August 19th, Joseph Rodgers, Secretary. 1857

256 1857.08.26 Spanishtown mining Ad for 2 shares of stock for sale for the Magnum Benum Quartz Lead near Spanishtown. Shares priced at about Oroville Daily Butte Record 8-26- Y
the actual labor cost to date. Machinery will be erected soon. Owner to arrive by steamer the 20th with his family. 1857
Inquire with D.H. Barney, Secretary for the Company (filed as the Virgin Quartz Company)

257 1857.08.31 Spanishtown/Balsam mining Article about diggings being found at Balsam and Kimshew Creek, 15 miles above Spanishtown. Daily Union 8-31-1857 Y

Creek

258 1857.09.04 Butte County population Democratic vote results for District Judge by precinct. Pence's Ranch, total of 31 votes; Chico, 97 votes; Oroville Daily Butte Record 9-4- Y
Spanishtown, 90 votes; Cherokee Ravine, 14 votes; Frenchtown, 30 votes; Bidwell, 109 votes; Concow Valley, 17 1857
votes; Oroville, 1350 votes.

259 1857.09.14 Pentz settlers Avrticle about emigration to Big Meadows and Butte Creek. Up to the 18th of August, 400 head of cattle and 300 Daily Alta California 9-14-1857 Y
horses and mules have arrived at Honey Lake via Pence's Ranch.

260 1857.09.17 Oroville Indians Article about Mr. Titus, sub-agent from Nome Lackee, visiting Oroville at the request of citizens to assist in the Daily Butte Record 9-17-1857 Y
removal of Indians in the area because they were a general nuisance. After touring the area, a surprising number
of encampments were observed, women being in quite the majority. The women were complaining about their
boys being taken by whites and they begged and pleaded for their return. Six wagons were brought in and filled
with Indians and their stuff . The bucks in high glee were pushing them, stopping every now and then by a signal
from Old Walkatow to stop and give three cheers, which were always given with vigor, aided by the stimulated
vigor of a large bottle of Minie-Gin. At Meyers Ranch there was a halt and many a melon found its way into the
wagons, thanks to the generosity of the proprietor. They stopped at Butte Creek where Mr. Titus had the
precaution to have beef and flour conveyed from Major Bidwell's. There being wood and water in abundance, their
fires were soon kindled. After preparing a meal, they sang and sung into sleep to dream of beef and red shirts.
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261

1857.09.26

Morris Ravine

mining

Banner Mine: The Columbia lead in Oregon Township owned by Messrs. Smith & Sparks; a great expenditure has
been made in opening and draining the lode but the quartz is very rich and has paid immense profits. A very
expensive water mill was erected last season with 12 stamps and arrastras arranged on the most improved
principles but owing to the scarcity of water, it has not been running for 4 or 5 months; 500 tons of rich quartz is
piled up near the mill ready for crushing as soon as there is water to run the mill. About half a mile from this mill,
the same gentlemen have opened another lead and put up a steam mill, which is the best arranged and most
economical we have ever seen. The engine propels four arrastras, elevates the quartz through a shaft 60 ft. deep
and drains the works by means of a force pump. The whole cost of excavating, crushing and retorting does not
exceed $6 per ton. This quartz is not as valuable as that from the other lead but it pays well.

Sacramento Daily Union 9-26-1857

262

1857.10.13

Butte County/Monte
Vista

water

Article gives the length, capacity and value of the various ditches in Butte County. The Frenchtown Mining Canal --
20 miles, 1200 gallons, $23,000. 21 ditches completed or in process. Also gives value of quartz mills. Virgin
Quartz Company paying $30 to $40 per ton. Located at Monte Vista, using steam power. Assessed value of
machinery and improvements, $9,000. 49 & 56 Quartz Company at Monte Vista, using steam power. Assessed
value of machinery (recently put up) and improvements, $10,000. Note: Monte Vista was a proposal for a new
town adjacent the future Yankee Hill area which was not an official name for the area yet. Monte Vista failed and
M.H. Wells officially named the area Yankee Hill when the post office was established there.

Oroville Daily Butte Record 10-13-
1857

263

1857.10.14

Big
Bar/Frenchtown/Spanis
htown

mining

Long article about mining in the area, especially Big Bar. Several Canadians succeeded in obtaining handsome
returns for a few weeks labor on a small bar in the area which induced them to erect a saw mill and engage in
extensive damming operations. The dam was completed in August since which they have been working their claim
with very fair success. Some other companies in the area have utterly failed chiefly because of the depth of the
gravel and the difficulty of drainage. The gold there is of fine quality, but of the very lightest description. Claims
above and below Big Bar has proven exceedingly rich. The ditch by which water has been brought to Spanishtown
and Frenchtown has given a new impetus to operations in that part of Butte County.

Sacramento Daily Union 10-14-1857

264

1857.10.16

Butte County

taxes

Official report by butte County Assessor's Office on taxes. States Frenchtown ditch is 20 miles long and valued at
$25,000; 49 & 56 mine at Monte Vista (later called Yankee Hill) whose equipment was recently put up is assessed
at $10,000. Virgin Quartz Company, steam powered, at Monte Vista (later called Yankee Hill) reported to pay $30
to $40 per ton. Value of equipment and improvements $9,000. Curtis Ferry at Nelson Bar, income of $1,500 to
$2,000 annually, assessed at $600 notes bridge in process. Notes there are 16 saw mills in Butte County, 7
ferries, 1 toll bridge with another in process at Nelson Bar.

Sacramento Daily Union 10-16-
1857

265

1857.10.24

Rich Gulch/Yankee Hill

mining

Ad for stock sale for the Rich Gulch Steam Mining Co. A 10% assessment has been made upon capital stock.
Lists stock numbers that will be sold at auction at the Oroville Court House. Also, ad for sale of stock for the
Phoenix Prospecting Company belonging to Henry Miles, William Schake and James Taylor will be sold at the
tunnel in Messilla Valley.

Oroville Daily Butte Record 10-24-
1857

266

1857.10.26

Yankee Hill

accident

Mr. Solomon Bilier of Yankee Hill, near Spanishtown, was blown up by gun powder.

Daily Butte Record 10-26-1857

267

1857.10.28

Spanishtown/Yankee
Hill

mining

Ad for sale of stock in the 49 & 56 Quartz Mining Company located at Yankee Hill near Spanishtown. You can buy
1/4 share or 1 full share. Mine is currently working sixteen steam powered stamping mills. Apply at the office of R.
Marchella on Montgomery Street, across from the Empire Hotel.

Oroville Daily Butte Record 10-28-
1857

268

1857.11.16

Spanishtown/Yankee
Hill

mining

Ad for sale of stock for the Virginia (Virgin) Quartz Mining Company. One share will be sold at auction. The mine is
located on Yankee Hill near Spanishtown. Agent Ham Light for details.

Oroville Daily Butte Record 11-16-
1857

269

1857.12.12

Frenchtown

mail

Postal Accommodations Wanted -The Butte Record states that portions of that county are sadly in want of postal
facilities, especially Spanishtown, Frenchtown and other important settlements on the West Branch and Butte
Creek. The accommodations for sending mail matter to Plumas are represented as particularly bad.

Sacramento Daily Union 12-12-1857

270

1857.12.16

Yankee Hill

misc

Mr. A. O. Hyde Esq. was erroneously reported to have died at Yankee Hill.

Daily Democratic State Journal
(Sacramento) 12-16-1857

1857.12.17

Morris Ravine

mining

Banner Mine: Smith & Sparks have two fine mills, one water and the other steam and a lead of exceeding
richness.

Sacramento Daily Union 12-17-1857
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272

1857.12.19

Frenchtown/Monte
Vista

water

The Frenchtown Canal Company, Butte County, proposes to take water from the North Fork of the Feather River
and carry it to Frenchtown, Spanishtown and Monte Vista and Cherokee Flat.

San Francisco Bulletin 12-19-1857

273

1857.12.19

Oregon Gulch

mining

Relates traveling to Oregon Guich that is said to be as rich in placers as any locality in the State. (Quality of article
at the end is poor).

Weekly California Express
(Marysville, CA) 12-19-1857

274

1857.12.29

Cherokee Flat

social/crime

Ball for New Year's Eve at Cherokee Flat. Also a man named Rosser, who was said to have shot a man named
Rhodes at Oregon Gulch, was arrested and put in jail. However, after the paper was written, Mr. Rosser was
proven not to be the man who did the shooting.

Oroville Daily Butte Record 12-29-

1857

275

1858.01.01

Yankee Hill/Monte Vista

mining

Stock sale of 49 & 56 mine shares. G.F. Whiteman, President, Joseph Rogers, Secretary. In Aug that year,
Jonathan L. Vieen was Secretary. Meeting to be held at Monte Vista (Monte Vista was the name given the area for
a proposed new town; this name also shows up prominently on the 1862 map of Butte County, Yankee Hill is
located just below).

Daily Butte Record 1-1-1858

276

1858.02.02

Yankee
Hill/Spanishtown

crime

Man shot at Yankee Hill, William Fuller shot near Spanishtown and Jake Butler suspected of firing the shot. Dr.
Vrooman said Mr. Fuller is dangerously wounded in the left side.

Daily Butte Record 2-2-1858

277

1858.02.10

Cherokee

transportation

Ned Pratt informs us that he will start a coach for Cherokee Flat.

Daily Butte Record 2-10-1858

278

1858.02.19

Spanishtown

water

The great reservoir of the Frenchtown canal at Spanishtown, being rendered weak by the recent rains burst on
Friday, and its large body of water swept everything before it as it ran down the hills. The loss to the company was
large. Same article was in Daily Alta California 2-22-1858. Also separate article announcing O. M. Evans Esq.
appointed Justice of Peace for Oregon Township.

Daily Butte Record 2-19-1858

279

1858.03.01

Morris Ravine

crime

Mr. Wm. N. Allen, constable of Oregon Township was shot at Morris Ravine by a man named Sherman.

Daily Butte Record 3-1-1858

280

1858.03.02

Frenchtown

water

The entire mining region from the Table Mountains to Inskeeps (Inskip) is fast being developed and is revealing
remarkable richness. Claim of J. J. Dickey & Co. in Buchanan Hill near Frenchtown yielded $20 from a pan of dirt.
Ten car loads of dirt from the same claim contained gold to the value of $110.

Daily Butte Record 3-2-1858

281

1858.03.06

Nome Cult Farm

Indians

Mr. Wm. Stevens and Mr. Wm. Mantel accompanied by an Indian, started from Cold Spring Valley toward the
reservation on Feb 22nd, and that while crossing the South Fork of the Eel River, Mr. Stevens drowned. Mr.
Mantel and the Indians were later attacked by a party of hostile Indians who shot Mr. Mantel. The Indian escaped
and returned to the reservation with the news.

Daily Butte Record 3-6-1858

282

1858.03.06

Oregon Gulch

happenings

Mountain correspondence at Oregon Gulch: Mr. Sebe Simmons was stabbed in the right side by a man named Pat
Seaward. Mr. Simmons was at the Oregon City Saloon when he was stabbed; he is a peaceable and respected
citizen of Cherokee Flat. Madam VanHoppenburg and her three charming daughters have been entertaining the
good folks at Oregon City for the last few weeks. Messrs. White, Miller & Co. are taking out $500 per day in their
quartz operation. Messrs. Briggs & McElvain are raising very rich quartz from their Bloomingdale ledge. Mr.
Thomas Bockbill was thrown from his horse with his foot hanging in the stirrup; when found, he was insensible.

Marysville Weekly California
Express 3-6-1858

283

1858.04.15

Nome Cult Farm

Indians

Capt. Storms and his wife came over from Nome Cult Reservation last week and reported a great depth of snow
on the summit. They made the trip in safety.

Daily Butte Record 4-15-1858

284

1858.04.15

Tehama

misc

Chas. W. Stiles formerly with the Butte Record and a correspondent from Spanishtown and Simon L. Snyder
started new paper "The Valley Yeoman".

Daily Butte Record 4-15-1858

285

1858.05.10

Honey Lake

Indians

Indian fight near Honey Lake, 20 Indians killed. Mormons, who were on their way from Oregon to Honey Lake,
were robbed of their cattle by Indians, who subsequently offered to exchange the cattle for flour. When the
proposition was accepted and the rascally red skins obtained possession of the flour, they refused to give up the
cattle. A party from Honey Lake who were in pursuit of cattle which had been stolen, joined the Mormons and
battled the Indians. The fight lasted for 2 or 3 hours and resulted in the death of 20 Indians and the wounding of 2
whites.

Daily Butte Record 5-10-1858

286

1858.05.10

Butte County

transportation

Discovery of rich and extensive placer diggings at Inskip, near the northern boundary line of Butte, will do much to
bring the route from Oroville to Honey Lake into consideration. It is felt that an excellent wagon road to Inskip will
be completed during the present summer.

Daily Butte Record 5-10-1858

287

1858.05.10

Spanishtown

mining

Quartz specimens from 49 & 56 quartz mining Co. near Spanishtown yield one piece about as big as a man's fist
and is half gold.

Daily Butte Record 5-10-1858

Y
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288

1858.05.11

Cherokee Ravine

mining

Mary's Quartz Lead averages to $40/ton; $15/ton warrants the erection of quartz machinery.

Daily Butte Record 5-11-1858

289

1858.05.11

Plumas County

Indians

Pah-Utahs, Pit River and Kimshew Indians are all at Big Meadows (now Lake Almanor) and work against the
whites at Honey Lake and Humbug Valleys.

Daily Butte Record 5-11-1858

290

1858.05.12

Concow

Indians

Red Bluff Beacon - Two men known as Italian John and John Kennedy, left Concow Valley near Spanishtown six
weeks earlier, both miners headed for the North Fork of the Feather River (going to Big Bar,15 miles from
Spanishtown). They have not been seen by any white men since. The Concow Indians say they have been
murdered by the Kimshew Indians. The people of Concow feel the murders have been done by the Kimshew and
the tribe should be exterminated immediately. Article from The Daily Butte Record 5-8-1858.

Red Bluff Beacon 5-12-1858

291

1858..05.12

Concow

mining

Same story as above reprinted by the San Francisco Alta about the two miners missing for six weeks

SF Daily Alta 5-12-1858

292

1858.05.13

Spanishtown

mining

49 & 56 mine so rich need iron door with lock & key

Sacramento Daily Union 5-13-1858

293

1858.05.15

Yankee Hill

mining

Major Young writes about '49 & '56 quartz lead (Yankee Hill) yielded $8000 from 250 pounds of rock. Also talks
about "rich hill diggings" on Big Butte above the forks; "Yellow Jacket claim" 1 1/2 miles from Lovelock making
from $8 to $10 per day to the hand.

Daily Butte Record 5-15-1858

294

1858.05.15

Oroville

commerce

Sheriff sale: James A. White and Thomas W. Nutter in favor of James S. Spang for the sum of $3,190. Property in
Oroville to be sold to settle a debt to Mr. Spang consisting of the following: A lot in Oroville next to Keating's Brick
Store. Also one saloon and bowling alley situated in Granite, Butte County. Note from editor: White & Nutter had
extensive mining operations in Oregon City and much of Oregon City was developed by them.

Daily Butte Record 5-15-1858

295

1858.05.19

Tehama County

Indians

Six head of cattle were stolen from the ranch of Mr. Bacon of Antelope Creek. A party was raised to find the
Indians. They found seven Indians on the ridge but were not able to get close enough to shoot them. The Indians
said the whites were not fighters and to send their women after them. The Indians stated they were keeping the
horses. Later, Jack Wiatt was able to shoot one Indian and take him capture. In plain English, he said they were
Inskip Indians and there were many Indians taking part in the stealing. He also said he learned English at Cold
Spring Valley. One other Indian was shot with buckshot and fell but later fled. They came across him later and
killed him; they stated he was hurt too bad to return with them. The writer said this seemed rather harsh and hoped
Lt. Deyer would return and help subdue the Indians so that this was not repeated again. Writer also feels many
involved with Indian affairs are spending too much time attending political events and not enough time working on
Indian affairs. Capt. Storms of Nome Cult is the only exception.

Red Bluff Beacon 5-19-1858

296

1858.05.19

Tehama County

Indians

Avrticle about Capt. Deyer camped at Antelope Mill. He states his objective is to round up the Indians at Battle
Creek, Deer Creek, Antelope, Salt and Mill Creeks. Writer states these areas are infested with hostile Indians
aided by whites. He hopes the Captain will hang the first paleface digger thief he finds as the white Indians are
regarded inferior in all respects to the red ones.

Red Bluff Beacon 5-19-1858

297

1858.05.26

Tehama County

Indians

Citizens of Antelope issue a letter condemning the Indian Agent at the Nome-Lackee Reservation for being remiss
in his duties. The citizens announce they are banding together to rid Butte Creek and surrounding areas of the
Indians even if that means exterminating them. Talks about whites helping the Indians. List names of all
individuals who signed letter.

Red Bluff Beacon 5-26-1858

298

1858.05.26

mining

Miner's meeting at Inskip to establish revision of old laws: Each ravine claim shall be 100 yards in length and 100
feet in width; tunnel claims shall be 150 feet front and shall extend from rise to dip of bed rock; surface claims
shall be 200 feet in length x 100 feet deep.

Daily Butte Record 5-26-1858

299

1858.05.28

Tehama County

Indians

Article about seven gentlemen and five ladies traveling to Yreka, who were attacked by 400 Indians at Goose
Lake. Two whites were injured, 50 Indians killed---they took 15 scalps. S.C. Higgins received ten wounds, nine by
arrows. Ruff Elliot was shot in the head with an arrow, both are expected to live. Stiles, Stone, Ward and Moral of
Tehama were seen at Honey Lake. They had no problems but there were Indians, many are hostile in the area.

Red Bluff Beacon 5-28-1858

300

1858.06.08

Yankee Hill

mining

So-called Gold Ledge, principally in the hands of O. M. Evans and G. T. Grisse, promises to yield fabulous riches.
A ton of quartz prospected yielded $350 and the deeper they go, the greater the yield. They have been offered as
high as $4,000 per share but have refused all offers.

Daily Butte Record 6-8-1858
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301

1858.06.09

Chico

Indians

Article describing troubles with Indians in the area. Locals residing between Rock Creek and Chico say they have
seen a group of Chico Indians, known as Ned's Indians, in the area with guns, bows and arrows, they feel are the
culprits.

Red Bluff Beacon 6-9-1858

302

1858.06.16

Concow

Indians

Mr. Patten informs us that an Indian fight occurred opposite White Rock (four miles above Oroville) between the
Hollilupe Indians and the Concows. The Hollilupe were fishing in the river and were surprised by the Concows who
had guns. One Hollilupe was killed, several others injured. The Concows were frightened away by the appearance
of a white man with a gun on the opposite bank.

Daily Butte Record 6-16-1858

303

1858.06.16

Butte County

Indians

People of Antelope Valley form a group called the Antelope Rangers at meeting on June 5th. Issue a number of
resolutions regarding the Indians. Because of Indian issues the last two years, they will form a group to stand
ready to assist any other group in removing from existence or to a reservation, all the tribes that belong to Tehama
and Shasta Counties, also, the northwest portion of the Counties of Butte and Colusa. Indians living with white
families since infancy under the age of 14 will be allowed to stay with their white family as guardians. J.D. Hopper-
Captain, R.W. Morgan-1st Lt, P. Mooney- 2nd do, J.E. Eels-3rd do, H.C. Dougherty, Chairman, W.H. Bahney,
Secretary.

Red Bluff Beacon 6-16-1858

304

1858.06.24

Morris Ravine

mining

Banner Mine: Yesterday one pan, $900 in gold dust, was taken from a claim on the opposite side of the river,
which belongs to Smith & Sparks.

Sacramento Daily Union 6-24-1858

305

1858.07.07

Oroville

commerce

Banner Mine Owners: Smith's brick building at the corner of Downer & Montgomery Streets occupied by Hedges &
Co., was destroyed. Their loss is heavy, probably not less than $10,000. Smith & Sparks' brick building occupied
by Albro Bros., is also destroyed; their loss is also heavy.

Sacramento Daily Union 7-7-1858

306

1858.07.15

Oregon Gulch

mining

Mr. A. C. Austin of the Butte Quartz Mill at Oregon Gulch brought in to the Bulletin office a beautiful mass of pure
gold; it was worth about $3,500 and was the product of 12 tons of rock. Mr. Austin is the principal owner of the
Butte Quartz Mill, which runs four stamps.

San Francisco Bulletin 7-15-1858

307

1858.07.29

Concow

mining

Miners are doing magnificently at Concow Valley. At Forks of Butte, money is plenty and teams are daily going
through heavily laden with supplies for that point. Also a man named Alabama struck dirt so rich, over $100, on
Bull Creek near the Chaparral House about 5 miles from Inskip.

Daily Butte Record 7-29-1858

308

1858.07.30

Morris Ravine

mining

Banner Mine: Smith & Sparks' steam quartz mills: They are at present running two steam quartz mills day and
night and are working a vein of blue quartz, which runs nearly north and south, dipping into the greater Table
Mountain. This vein has been appropriately named the Banner lead. Their new mill has been in operation only four
weeks but has averaged $4,500 per week. They are erecting a new set of stampers and these will swell the
income to over $1,000 per day. This lead is said to be inexhaustible.

Sacramento Daily Union 7-30-1858

309

1858.07.31

Concow

mining

Avrticle about mining in Butte County mentions Concow

Sacramento Union 7-31-1858

310

1858.08.02

Inskip/Dogtown/Round
Valley

transportation

Two page article by W. S. Watson talks about the mail line route from Salt Lake to Placerville vs. through the
Sierras into California. He took a trip from Honey Lake on Friday, July 16, 1858 and describes in detail what he
encountered and what condition the roads are in. The trip from Oroville to Dogtown was 4 hours 45 minutes via
Concord wagon. From Dogtown to Inskip by way of Lovelock and Dr. Carter's ranch took 2 hours 55 minutes.
From Inskip through Round Valley and on to Downer Summit, distance of 50 miles, took 9 hours.

Daily Butte Record 8-2-1858

311

1858.08.03

Butte County

transportation

Two page article talks about Mr. Hart's wagon road and Railroad Act.

Daily Butte Record 8-3-1858

312

1858.08.04

Yankee Hill

mining

The 49 & 56 quartz ledge is paying more to the ton than any ledge heretofore worked in Butte County. The
treasurer of 49 & 56 Co. brought $6-8,000 of beautiful dust. The quartz has paid in the vicinity of $200 per ton.

Daily Butte Record 8-4-1858

313

1858.08.12

Oregon township

politics

List of inspectors and judges for Spanishtown, Yankee Hill, Nelson Bar, Frenchtown, Cherokee Flat, Messilla
Valley, Oregon City, Lindsay Bar, Concow Valley, Big Bar, Chaparral Hill. G. G. Marquis, Judge for Concow
Valley.

Daily Butte Record 8-12-1858

314

1858.08.25

Tehama County

Indians

Party of Mill Creek Indians came down and stole 15 sacks of wheat and destroyed large amounts of vegetables
belonging to Mr. Riggs. A party came across 40 Indians at Mill Creek but did not engage with them because of the
dense brush.

Red Bluff Beacon 8-25-1858
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315

1858.08.24

Honey Lake

Indians

C. Arnold of Honey Lake arrived in this place on Monday last August 16th. He informed us a party of immigrants
from the plains have arrived at that place on their way to Oregon. There were five wagons, quite a number of
horses and cattle and they drove several hundred sheep, all of which looked remarkably well. Crawford of
Southwest Missouri was at the head. The party had no problems with the Indians, although they saw large
numbers of them who wanted to swap and be friendly. All of Crawford's company expressed the opinion that
immigration would be even larger next year (1859) than in any year since 1852.

Sacramento Daily Union 8-24-1858

316

1858.08.31

Yankee Hill

mining

49 & 56 stockholder meeting on 10-6-1858

Butte Record 8-31-1858

317

1858.09.02

Yankee Hill

Indians

Removal of Indians - Article about moving the Indians to the reservation at Nome Lackee. Mentions letter to Mr.
Vincent Geiger from Yankee Hill requesting the removal of the Indians from that area (article implies they will be
better off at the reservation). The area has been neglected by the Superintendent. Now that the elections are over,
we trust he will take care of this issue.

Daily Butte Record 9-2-1858

318

1858.09.11

Butte County

newspapers

The Daily Butte Record suspends daily paper and starting next Saturday will become a weekly paper. Since July
14, 1856, the Record was issued in Oroville as a daily and was the first and is the last daily published in the mines
of California. The decline in business is due to a decrease in "free white male population" by more than one half in
two years.

Daily Butte Record 9-11-1858

319

1858.09.20

California/Northern

Indians

Modoc Indians from Klamath Lake country told of murders by Indians at the lake of Mose Hart, two other white
men and an Indian boy known as "Bull Head". Bonnifield & Co., Moro & Co., Williams & Co., Dr. Kennedy, Sawtell
& Co. have all reached bed rock and are averaging about $12 per day to the land. "From present indications, it is
fair to conclude that the town will eventually be completely undermined and a greater number of men employed
beneath the surface than upon it." There are 7 permanent salaried employees upon the "sine qua non" of Yreka
ditch under management of Jos. Rosborough with capital stock of $210,000.

Sacramento Daily Union 9-20-1858

320

1858.09.25

Butte County

Indians

General Kibbe was in Oroville. Also several tribes of Indians have been holding a pow-wow in Columbia,
Tuolumne County.

Weekly Butte Record 9-25-1858

1858.09.25

Spanishtown

water

Spanishtown ditch now terminates at Monte Vista. The company proposes extending ditch to as far as Thompsons
Flat.

Weekly Butte Record 9-25-1858

322

1858.10.02

Morris Ravine

communication

Banner Mine: There are 2 telegraph lines between Marysville and Oroville. The President of Oro Telegraph, J.
McKinstry Smith, is asked whether the telegraph line should be extended to the northern mining towns in Butte
County and then to Honey Lake..

Butte Record 10-2-1858

323

1858.10.02

Oregon
Gulch/California

Indians/mining

The Grass Valley National mentions that many of the Penn Valley Indians are dying off from diarrhea. Humboldt
Times talks of renewed Indian troubles. Notice to lienholders of The Vulcan Iron Works Company and a steam
quartz crushing mill near Oregon Gulch.

Butte Record 10-2-1858

324

1858.10.09

Butte County

Indians/mining

Bloomingdale Quartz Mining Company dissolved. Butte County indebtedness is $70,000. The Trinity Journal says
Governor Weller has ordered the Indians of the Northern counties to be flogged until they are willing to be
removed to the reservations.

Butte Record 10-9-1858

325

1858.10.16

Oroville

commerce

Ad for bankers Hedges & Hannon....gold dust purchased at the highest rates or forwarded to the mint for assay or
coinage.

Butte Record 10-16-1858

326

1858.10.23

Yankee Hill/California

Indians/mining/social

The Fresno Indians are killing their medicine men. Deputy Sheriff Frank Miller says one Indian was shot and killed
by another over a gambling game at the Forks of the Butte. Also one of the "Long Riffle Claim" Company (North
Fork above Potter's Bar) has a flume of 550 feet and made $8,000 profit. A grand ball is to be held at Yankee Hill
by Danielson & Dickey at their new Hall.

Weekly Butte Record 10-23-1858

327

1858.10.23

Humboldt

Indians

Indian Fandango, a Digger jollification about one mile from Barker's ranch, where about 150 Indians including
men, women and children, were present though only about 50 warriors participated. It was the War Dance and
article talks about how the Indians were dressed, gyrations and customs. Also Indian affairs in Humboldt; Capt.
Underwood of the U.S. Army with 35 regulars is camped at Pardee's ranch to protect and escort travelers through
the hostile Indian country. Note: These articles are from Nevada National and Trinity Journal, respectively, and are
reprinted in the Butte Record)

Butte Record 10-23-1858
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328

1858.10.30

Sacramento

settlers

Article about Gen. J. A. Sutter relinquishing claim to some of his land south of Sacramento for the benefit of the
settlers. Many people had already taken residence on lands he owned but was not using so he decided to
relinquish title of these lands. A committee was formed and a sum was agreed upon in consideration of his
actions. (I, therefore, gave a power of attorney authorizing my attorney in Washington to disclaim for me a location
of any lands that might be granted me south of Sacramento and Feather Rivers. Since which time, the action of
the settlers is such as to entirely convince me that if they ever did design the fulfillment of their undertaking, they
have long since abandoned it). The article goes on to say that he is now trying to reclaim the land.

Weekly Butte Record 10-30-1858

329

1858.10.30

Hock Farm

settlers

Letter to the Sacramento Union by John Sutter; talks about his court battles with the United States. Letter dated
October 19, 1858 at Hock Farm.

Weekly Butte Record 10-30-1858

330

1858.10.30

Amador County

Indians

The Digger Indians of California are not very backward in expressing their contempt for John Chinaman. An Indian
was convicted for the murder of a Chinaman in Amador County.

Weekly Butte Record 10-30-1858

331

1858.10.30

Yankee Hill

accident

Accident at Yankee Hill: David White cut his foot entirely from the foot to the instep with an axe while chopping
wood.

Weekly Butte Record 10-30-1858

332

1858.11.06

Chico

Indians

Agent S.P. Storms of Nome Cult was found in a field early this morning near Sam Neal's Ranch, having been
thrown from his horse last night while on his way from Neal's to Lowery's to take the up stage. While insensible, he
was robbed of $500 and his gold watch. When found, his pocket book and valuable papers were scattered upon
the ground.

Butte Record 11-6-1858

333

1858.12.04

Northern California

Indians

The Humboldt Times announces that another battle had been fought with the Indians on Yager creek in which 3
rancheries were stormed, 6 Indians killed and 5 warriors and 21 squaws and papooses made prisoners. They
were to be sent to Yreka where Col. Henley promised to provide for them on some reservation.

Weekly Butte Record 12-4-1858

334

1858.12.04

Yankee Hill

mining

The 49 & 56 quartz mine took out about 800 pounds of gold in 3 days last week.

Weekly Butte Record 12-4-1859

335

1859.01.01

Yankee Hill

mining

Spaniards near Yankee Hill found a 7 to 8 Ib. nugget

Weekly Butte Record 1-1-1859

336

1859.01.03

Yankee Hill

mining

Some Spaniards working near the 49 & 56 Company found a lump of pure gold weighing between seven and eight
pounds (Butte Record).

Sacramento Daily Union 1-3-1859

337

1859.01.05

Humboldt

Indians

Humboldt Indian expedition - General Kibbe has made prisoners of some 225 Indians from Humboldt County. A
group of volunteers under John Olvany of Capt. Messec's company arrived on Thursday. The Indians are
frightened and some 40 to 50 have been killed.

Sacramento Daily Union 1-5-1859

338

1859.01.10

Nome Lackee

Indians

The letter is a response by V. E. Geiger to criticism by Gov. Weller of the Indian reservation system. The article
challenges the facts as stated by the Governor. (Note: The Indian reservation system was a Federal Government
operated system. California government was a reluctant participant. This created conflicts between the two
groups.

Sacramento Daily Union 1-10-1859

339

1859.01.12

California/Reservations

Indians

Article about the failure of the California reservation system. The employees of the reservations do not understand
how to deal with the Indians. The Diggers are a docile group and are easy to deal with. White men are taking
squaws on the reservation which does not teach virtue and morality. Mentions the California monks and their
success at teaching the Indians to work.

Red Bluff Beacon 1-12-1859

340

1859.01.12

Humboldt

Indians

Further from the North, per Humboldt Times; 17 ranches captured taking 84 prisoners. Gen. Kibbe states only 2
guns were found with Indians.

Sacramento Daily Union 1-12-1859

341

1859.01.12

Tehama County

Indians

Reprint of article by the Yreka Chronicle sympathetic to the Indians. Many whites do not regard Indians as any
more valuable than a chicken. Should we be surprised by how they behave since we show them little respect?

Red Bluff Beacon 1-12-1859

342

1859.01.18

Yankee Hill

religion

An Ungodly Place per Christian Advocate correspondent writing from Yankee Hill: "Here is Yankee Hill where no
preacher is heard proclaiming the coming of Immanuel, Yankee Hill has in it two hotels, five whiskey shops,
Although there is no place to preach but a ballroom, we can get it for you for that purpose.”

Sacramento Bee 1-18-1859

343

1859.01.20

Round Valley

mining

Indians stole stock of an old man in Round Valley. Several white men missing and are supposed to have been
killed by Indians. It is said as well that more than 100 Indians have been killed by whites within 3 or 4 months.
Talks about Gen. Kibbe campaign in Humboldt and Trinity counties. Salt spring near Nome Lackee Reservation.

Daily Alta California 1-20-1859
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344

1859.01.27

Weaverville

Indians

Battle with the Indians North, 20 warriors killed and 13 prisoners taken.

Sacramento Daily Union 1-27-1859

345

1859.02.09

Humboldt County

Indians

Indian War in Humboldt County. The group called up by Governor Weller against the Indians have been very
successful. The worst of the Indians have been killed, captured or driven off. They are about to move in on a large
number of Indians, from 100 to 200 with fifty to seventy-five guns.

Daily Alta California 2-9-1859

346

1859.04.06

Tehama County

Indians

Long article about Indian difficulties and robbery in Tehama County. In Antelope Valley, a $1500 stallion is stolen
by Indians. Two miles from Tehama, 2 horses are stolen worth $700. The Indians are coming seven miles into the
valley to steal horses---feel whites are helping the Indians target certain houses.

Red Bluff Beacon 4-6-1859

347

1859.04.06

Tehama County

Indians

Hunting Indians - A new plan has been adopted by our neighbors opposite this place to chastise the Indians for
their many depredations during the past winter. Some men are hired to hunt them down who are compensated by
receiving so much for each scalp, or some other satisfactory evidence that they have been killed. The money has
been made up by subscription.

Red Bluff Beacon 4-6-1859

348

1859.04.09

Humboldt

Indians

Report on the Indian War in Trinity, Humboldt and Klamath Counties; Gen. Kibbe

Sacramento Daily Union 4-9-1859

349

1859.04.13

Round Valley

Indians

Long article reports on difficulties at Round Valley Indian Reservation. Lt. Dillon reports Indians at Round Valley
need protection from the whites, not the whites from the Indians, as the local population reports. Rebuttal by
whites in article; they feel the military detachment station in Mendocino County is useless and wants them
removed. A joint committee of six from the Senate and the House are on their way to make a report on conditions
at the reservation.

Red Bluff Beacon 4-13-1859

350

1859.04.13

Tehama County

Indians

Two parties of local Indian fighters return from Mill Creek where they were trying to punish the Indians. They saw
many Indians but the terrain was too rough and the creek was rising so they did not accomplish their purpose.

Red Bluff Beacon 4-13-1859

351

1859.04.13

Tehama County

Indians

Suggests a petition be signed to ask Gov. Weller to authorize Gen. Kibbe to receive a volunteer company from the
county to deal with Indians in the area. Gen. Kibbe recently conducted a successful operation against the Indians
in Klamath and Humboldt.

Red Bluff Beacon 4-13-1859

352

1859.04.16

Cherokee

mining

Article about Cherokee Flat gold. Also ball to be held at Oregon City.

Weekly Butte Record 4-16-1859

353

1859.04.16

Long's Bar

Indians

A Cherokee or Wyandotte Indian named Frank Tuckworth was murdered by four Digger Indians at Long's Bar on
Tuesday. The body was found the next morning and was much mutilated and the head was crushed. On Sunday,
two of the murderers were arrested and taken before Justice Campbell at Thompson's Flat. They are both in jail.
The four Indians are supposed to be the ones who murdered and buried a Delaware Indian on the bar opposite
Oroville two months ago.

Weekly Butte Record 4-16-1859

354

1859.04.23

Round Valley

Indians

The following from the Petaluma Journal may be taken with about 75% allowance for exaggeration. We learn that
Indian killing is still occurring in the vicinity of the reservation. Through a gentleman just from there, we learn that
in the past three weeks 300 to 400 bucks have been killed by the whites. The cause of the wholesale killing is
because of the Indian depredations upon the stock of the whites. Women and children are mostly spared by the
settlers and taken to the reservation but the bucks are more safely disposed of.

Weekly Butte Record 4-23-1859

355

1859.04.23

Pentz

transportation

Road being built by Manoah Pence from his place to the road built by Mr. Evans that goes to Yankee Hill.

Weekly Butte Record 4-23-1859

356

1859.04.30

Oregon Gulch

social

Picnic to be held by the ladies of Oregon Guich on Table Mountain

Weekly Butte Record 4-30-1859

357

1859.05.07

Thompsons flat

Indians

Two Indians known as Kanaka Bill and Jim accused of killing Tuckworth, the Cherokee, were tried before Judge
Sexton and acquitted. There is little doubt they committed the crime but there is no decided admissible evidence
to prove the fact.

Weekly Butte record 5-7-1859
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358

1859.05.13

Red Bluff

Indians

Article in Marysville Democrat about former Nome Lackee Indian Agent Col. Stevenson's house, located three
miles from town (Red Bluff), being burned to the ground by Indian boy. Mrs. Stevenson and her 3 children died in
the fire as well as Mrs. Kronk with her 2 children. Mr. Kronk was severely burned as well. Mr. Stevenson was
away at Tehama at the time. Entire town outraged by fire. The boy was found 15 miles away on his way to Pit
River, his home. He confessed to the crime; he was 10 - 12 years old. Note: The funeral was held on the 14th at
Red Bluff.

Marysville Daily National Democrat
5-13-1859

359

1859.05.18

Honey Lake

Indians

Article about the killing of several men by Indians near Mud Lake. A group of men left Honey Lake in search of
silver the last part of April. The group was ambushed by Indians. Peter Lassen was one of those killed. A man
named Clapper was also killed. Their party had split in two, and another group of three men with Capt.
Weatherlow, was also missing and presumed dead.

Red Bluff Beacon 5-18-1859

360

1859.05.27

Spanishtown

Indians

A man named Downs, living in Spanishtown, Butte County, is causing great disturbances among the Digger tribe,
located in the vicinity of Shields Guich (1 mi East of Dark Canyon) in Butte County. So much so, that the miners at
that place have petitioned to the Indian Agent for his intervention. The Indians are at present, kind to the miners
and disposed to be friendly. But there is fear that may change. It appeared Downs was married to an Indian squaw
and had a child by her. She afterwards left him and returned to her tribe and married another Indian. Downs wants
her back and swears he will kill the whole tribe, if needed, to get her. The Indians have asked the miners for help.
Several days ago the miners went to the camp to keep Downs from taking her. They were compelled to hide her
and her (Indian) husband in one of their own cabins. The whole matter is very annoying and they desire it
remedied. Note: These were the Che-es-sees Indians known as Yankee Hill Indians living on top of Big Bend.

Marysville Daily National Democrat
5-27-1859

361

1859.06.01

Red Bluff

Indians

Article about J.G. Doll petitioning the Governor for relief from Indian outrages. Talks about military's limited actions
until war is declared by higher authorities. People want Capt. Flint to take more action to prevent these outrages.
Indians are stealing stock and burning crops on the Eastern boundaries of Tehama County.

Red Bluff Beacon 6-1-1859

362

1859.06.08

Sacramento

Indians

Last week, J.G. Doll had gone to Sacramento as a committee to urge upon Gen. Weller the necessity and
propriety of calling out a volunteer company to chastise the Indians on the East side of the river. Weller told Doll
he wants to make sure the troops that are already stationed there are insufficient to do the job before he calls out
volunteers. The article asks the readers to voice their desires on the matter.

Red Bluff Beacon 6-8-1859

363

1859.06.08

Red Bluff

Indians

Indians have set fires to grasses between Antelope and Deer Creeks destroying grazing land for thousands of
cattle. Fires to crops are expected soon, as threatened.

Red Bluff Beacon 6-8-1859

364

1859.06.17

Morris Ravine

mining

Banner Mine: Experiment on the culture of grape and other fruits near the quartz mills of Messrs. Smith & Sparks.
Grasshoppers have destroyed 2,000 vines that Mr. Sparks put out last winter.

California Farmer 6-17-1859

365

1859.06.22

Red Bluff

Indians

Indian expedition into mountains in the neighbor hood of Deer Creek. They expect to put in two or three months
time..

Red Bluff Beacon 6-22-1859

366

1859.06.22

Red Bluff

Indians

Article about Capt. Flint's infantry making a short excursion to the mountains in the neighborhood of Antelope Mills
without affecting any good. The Indians followed them all the way up and back. Indians were prowling around
while they were camped at the mill.

Red Bluff Beacon 6-22-1859

367

1859.06.25

Yankee Hill

Avrticle about suicide by Mr. James Murdoch of Yankee Hill. He took Laudanum. Since death of his wife and two
children about a year ago he has been subject to fits of insanity.

Weekly Butte Record 6-25-1859

368

1859.06.29

Mill Creek

Indians

Article about the volunteers against Indians has been in Mill Creek and Deer Creeks without finding Indians. They
will head to Antelope next. Mr. Breckenridge came into town (Red BIuff) for provisions, he thinks they will find
Indians at Antelope.

Red Bluff Beacon 6-29-1859

369

1859.06.29

Red Bluff

Indians

Avrticle talks about article on Indian murders and other outrages should convince Gov. Weller of the total
inefficiencies of Capt. Flint's company. Gen. Kibbe informed the writer in Sacramento that he would be coming to
town soon to organize a company.

Red Bluff Beacon 6-29-1859

370

1859.07.12

Humboldt County

Indians

Redwood Indians returning to their old hunting grounds, Sandy Moweema, his wife and children; Indians at Kush-
Kish becoming hostile.

Daily Alta California 7-12-1859

371

1859.07.13

Antelope Creek

Indians

Gen. Kibbe has been in town several days with intention of visiting scene of Indian hostilities in vicinity of Antelope
Creek.

Red Bluff Beacon 7-13-1859

372

1859.07.16

Butte County

mining

Avrticle about mining operations in Butte County. Includes Forks of the Butte, Oroville, Dogtown, Inskip

Weekly Butte Record 7-16-1859
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373

1859.07.20

Red Bluff

Indians

Article about the Indian troubles in the area, primarily talks about the Pit River Indians, a most treacherous and
bloody group. Also talks about how they make their bows and arrows.

Red Bluff Beacon 7-20-1859

374

1859.07.27

Tehama

Indians

Avrticle about Dr. Inskeep's house being burned in Cold Spring Valley. Also Mr. Lane, partner of Mr. Patrick,
brought news of Patrick's murder by Indians. Gen. Kibbe went to Cold Spring Valley with Mr. Lane to look at things
in that section.

Red Bluff Beacon 7-27-1859

375

1859.08.03

Deer Creek

Indians

Article about John Breckenridge and his party, under paid subscription, being sent to Deer Creek. Five Indians and
a pale face (white) leader are now sleeping the sleep of death. The scalp of the white man was taken and brought
back by Mr. Breckenridge. The next day they killed 10 more Indians including one squaw who tried to protect a
buck. On Sunday an hour before sunset, the houses of Mr. Roundtree and Mr. Anderson were set on fire by
Indians. People are leaving the area. No doubt the Indians have white accomplices. When they raided a rancheria
last week, it contained flour, sugar, dishes and nearly all the comforts usually found in cabins of white people. It is
understood that there are 40 to 50 white brutes living on the headwaters of Butte Creek with squaws in a state of
concubinage and they uphold and protect the Indians in all their depredations. The white man shot last week is
unknown to anyone here; it is no doubt he is one of the Butte Creek squaw men.

Red Bluff Beacon 8-3-1859

376

1859.08.06

Butte County

Indians

A correspondent writing in the Butte Record of August 6, 1859 from the Forks of the Butte dated July 29, 1859,
states: The most brutal and atrocious wholesale slaughter of Indians that has occurred in Butte County for many
days was perpetrated at the Indian Rancheria yesterday. The Rancheria is situated about 2 1/2 miles from this
place. The Rancheria was attacked about daylight when an indiscriminate slaughter commenced. Nine Indians
were killed---five bucks, two squaws and two children, and four others were wounded, two perhaps fatally. The
camp was plundered of rifles and money. The perpetrators of this inhuman and bloody crime are unknown. They
were white men no one doubts. They say they were disguised, their faces being blacked and they came from the
direction of the valley. These Indians have been here since the whites and are known to be peaceable. However,
there were two or three bad ones among them, one in particular called Malo Jo. He seems to be a particular object
of revenge, having been shot four or five times and his scalp taken by his bloody murderers.

Sacramento Daily Union 8-6-1859

377

1859.08.10

Red Bluff

Indians

Gen. Kibbe announcement "Mountaineers Attention" for campaign against Deer Creek and Antelope Indians

Red Bluff Beacon 8-10-1859

378

1859.08.10

Tehama County

Indians

Article complains about the murders and robberies committed by Indians and how much longer can this section of
the county take it. Complains about white men cohabitating with squaws and providing guns to the bucks. They are
advising the Indians to wipe out the unprotected citizens of the area. There is fear the Indians will destroy men,
women and children and burn their houses, ranches and grain.

Red Bluff Beacon 8-10-1859

379

1859.08.17

Tehama County

Indians

Article mentions Gen. Kibbe will be organizing a volunteer company to march against the hostile Indians in the
eastern part of the county. The following officers were elected; Capt. Wm. Burns,1st Lt. Robert Baily, 2nd Lt. Mr.
Van Shell, Brevet 2nd Lt. Mr. McCarty. The company will proceed immediately to the field of their labors.

Red Bluff Beacon 8-17-1859

380

1859.08.17

Tehama County

Indians

Avrticle about the Indians at the Forks of the Butte. (Forks of the Butte was a small community of about 300 people
at the time). Talks about the recent letter condemning the killing of Indians there, defends the Breckenridge party
for their actions. Suggests the letter was written on 7-29-1859 by a white man with an Indian squaw. Also confirms
the Breckenridge party was hired by local people to clear the area.

Red Bluff Beacon 8-17-1859

381

1859.08.20

Forks of the Butte

Indians

Article written by a correspondent of the "Express" from that place challenging the statement in the Red Bluff
Beacon that the Indians at the Forks of the Butte are causing all the problems in the area. There are 300 souls in
the area and they have contact with the Indians daily and they have no problems. Mr. Breckenridge was wrong
when he shot a blind Indian (like a dog) being led by his squaw. There may be two or three bad Indians from other
tribes in the area, but the entire Indian population should not all suffer. (Note: Forks of the Butte was near
current day Forest Ranch).

Butte Democrat 8-20-1859

382

1859.08.20

Oroville

social

Ad for "The Great Elephant Show and Circus" Oroville. Admission $1, reserved seat $1.50, Children 1/2 price.
Show August 25th, for families and children 2 1/2 o'clock, Second performance at 8, doors open 7 1/2 o'clock

Butte Democrat 8-20-1859

383

1859.08.24

Round Valley

Indians

Article about trouble in the valley with Indians for the last two years. Capt. Jarboe has eight men who have been
chasing the Indians for 10 days. They saw Indians skinning a cow and pursued them. They killed 16 Indians and
took 9 prisoners. Article praises Jarboe for his efforts.

Red Bluff Beacon 8-24-1859
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384

1859.08.24

Tehama County

Indians

Gen. Kibbe has sent three companies into the mountains consisting of 75 men. First Lt. Bailey is headed for
Antelope Mills, Capt. Burns headed to the old Lassen Trail south of Mill Creek, and Lt. Van Shell and Gen. Kibbe
headed up to Rock Creek. From there they will go to the Forks of the Butte.

Red Bluff Beacon 8-24-1859

385

1859.08.24

Round Valley

Indians

Notice from James McDuffie, Sup. Indian Affairs that the Government is to retain the whole of Nome Cult or Round
Valley as an Indian Reservation.

Red Bluff Beacon 8-24-1859

386

1859.08.31

Tehama County

Indians

Gen. Kibbe and a detachment of his men commanded by Capt. Byrnes succeeded in surrounding a Rancheria
attacked a few weeks back by Breckenridge and took every Indian in it prisoner. They started immediately for the
Mendocino Reservation. Among the captives were a squaw and three children of a white man. His earnest
solicitation for their release was granted by the General if he married the squaw, which he did.

Red Bluff Beacon 8-31-1859

387

1859.08.31

Red Bluff

Indians

Rebuttal to the article about squaw men at the Forks of the Butte in the "Express", stating that it is supposed that
the "Amalgamation” (I believe this was a store at the Forks of the Butte) Clerk, Wallace, is the writer of the rebuttal
and he is a known squaw man. He has three children and a squaw that are currently being taken by Gen. Kibbe's
men to the Mendocino Reservation. If he truly wants to keep his children, he should marry the squaw. Another
article talks about Capt. Breckenridge killing a blind Indian Chief on the headwaters at Deer Creek known as the
"Doctor". Also talks about Indians being poisoned if they did not join in the depredations against whites in the
valley below. The poison was undoubtedly provided by merchants and clerks in the area.

Red Bluff Beacon 8-31-1859

388

1859.09.03

Chico

Indians

General Kibbe said he will send his soldiers, numbering 80 men, to vote in the election upon their return. They
would all vote the straight ticket, most are from Tehama County. It is doubtless their intention to vote in all the
precincts as they return. Every effort should be made so they do not vote in Butte County elections as they have
no residence in this county.

Weekly Butte Record 9-3-1859

389

1859.09.03

Forks of the Butte

Indians

Talks about the elections in Butte County and a ball held at that place. At the end of the article, mentions General
Kibbe and Capt. Burns visited on Wednesday the 24th with a detachment of troops for the purpose of taking the
Indians in the vicinity to the reservation near Tehama and succeeded in catching 26.

Weekly Butte Record 9-3-1859

390

1859.09.07

Dogtown

Indians

Article about 10 Indian prisoners captured by John Breckenridge under Gen. Kibbe's command at Butte Creek.
Among the prisoners was a squaw. A miner named Cain tried to claim the squaw as his. He was refused his
request to have her. Cain left and returned 2 hours later with 45 men from Diamondville including the Deputy
Sheriff, a man named Cheesman. The group took Breckenridge, G.M. Stratton and M. Amesby of Breckenridge's
command as prisoners and released the Indians. Cain later married the squaw at Dogtown while her buck was still
alive, although he had been shot. Breckenridge stated the motive was the desire by the locals to keep the squaws
in the area. Note: Squaw men as they were called, were usually mountain men or miners who took Indian women
as concubines. In some cases, they also dealt in the selling of the children after they killed the male Indian.

Red Bluff Beacon 9-7-1859

1859.09.14

Tehama County

Indians

It is well known that the inhabitants of the Eastern part of the county (Tehama), as well as the North part of Butte
County, are suffering from Indian depredations. The depredations have been on the rise the last three years and
their audacity and adroit thefts astonished everyone. The loss of life and property occur almost daily. The people
have contacted Governor Weller for relief, who has contacted General Clark for help from the US Government.
Gen. Clark dispatched 60 soldiers under Capt. Flint of the sixth Army, who was stationed at Antelope to begin
raids in the area but the Indians removed to other parts. Gov. Weller promptly called on General Kibbe to begin
rounding up the Indians. General Kibbe enlisted a detachment from Red Bluff for service. Three companies were
organized to round up the Indians, one by Lt. Van Shell, one by Capt. Burns, and another by Lt. Bailey. They are in:
hot pursuit and have captured and sent 40 or 50 Indians to the reservation in Mendocino County. One of the
companies is now heading to Hat Creek to look for the Indians who are murdering and stealing along the road to
Yreka. There is great faith in these companies by the Governor and the townspeople to solve the problems.

Red Bluff Beacon 9-14-1859

392

1859.09.14

Butte Creek

Indians

Letter from the citizens of Sacramento Valley about the Indian troubles. Talks about Coon Garner and John
Breckenridge with 27 soldiers, capturing 10 Indians near Cox's Flat, 1/2 mile from Centerville, then leaving them
with 4 soldiers. Talks about Oroville Deputy Sheriff showing up with forty men and releasing the Indians. The
soldiers, John Breckenridge, Henry Sadorus, G.M. Stratton and M. Armsby were taken by the Deputy Sheriff to
Diamondville, then to Chico, where they met with Gen. Kibbe. See article above dated 9-7-1858

Red Bluff Beacon 9-14-1859
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393

1859.09.17

California

Indians

Long article talks about the Indian tradition of the Coyote and the Eagle and the Indians and the coming of the
Pale Face. At this time the sentiment by the Indian was already one of mourning the passing of their culture.

Butte Democrat 9-17-1859

394

1859.09.17

Oregon Township

politics

Elected officials for Oregon Township: Spanishtown, Neddy, inspector; Yankee Hill, George F. Geisse, inspector;
Nelson's Bar, S. C. Curtiss, inspector; Frenchtown, A. B. Clark, inspector, J. Simmons, Capt. Buxton Judges;
Cherokee Flat, S. Simmons, inspectors, T. McDaniels, John Bassett, Judges; Big Bar, Messilla Valley, M. Pence,
inspector, J. M. Cleary, J. C. Hasty, Judges; Oregon City, W. Hendricks, inspector.

Butte Democrat 9-17-1859

395

1859.09.21

Pentz

transportation

Article about a proposed road from Oroville to Honey Lake. The route, about 100 miles, will go past Pence's
Ranch and Balsam Hill. Also mentions the extension of the Sacramento Valley Railroad to Oroville.

Sacramento Daily Union 9-21-1859

396

1859.09.21

Concow

Indians

Article about Capt. Byrnes traveling to Concow Valley (around Sept 10th). He succeeded in capturing 3 Concow
Chiefs, Tippee, Moolah and Yumyan. Tippee was said to be dangerous and daring. Yumyan, also know as Wm.
Pete, spoke fluent English and stated he was head Chief of all the Concow Indians. Others had said he had never
been hostile towards the whites. Yumyan estimated the population of Concow Indians at 1,000. Yumyan was
overheard saying to Capt. Byrnes "Now Captain since you got me, you won't have much difficulty in getting all the
other Indians. They will all follow me to the reservation".

Red Bluff Beacon 9-21-1859

397

1859.09.21

Tehama County

Indians

Gen. Kibbe arrived from Hat Creek on Friday, went to Chico, returned again and headed towards headquarters in
Butte Creek. There are nearly 200 warriors there, fifteen or twenty are chiefs. Some can speak six or seven
languages (not sure if these are Indian dialects or European dialects).

Red Bluff Beacon 9-21-1859

398

1859.09.24

Oroville

Indians

Article in Butte Democrat referencing the 9.21 article in the Red Bluff Beacon. Surprisingly, does not mention the
capturing of Indians in Concow Valley.

Oroville Butte Democrat 9-24-1859

399

1859.09.24

Bangor

Indians

Article entitled "Trouble Among The Indians". States a man named Abbott who resides on the Honcut in Butte
County went to an Indian settlement known as Hardy's Camp to take a squaw from a buck by force and started off
with her. The buck decided he would not let her go so he shot her with an arrow and she died. Abbot returned the
next night with a gun and shot the buck in the thigh. The Indians drew their guns and fired at Abbott but missed.
They then gathered around Abbott and beat him, breaking his nose and seriously injuring him. The affair caused
an excitement in the area and considerable feeling is manifested against Abbott. It appears that he was formerly
what is called a squaw man. The general sentiment among the people of that section is regret that Abbott was not
more severely punished by the Indians. They are becoming tired and disgusted with such characters.

Butte Democrat 9-24-1859

400

1859.10.05

Red Bluff

Indians

Avrticle about Kibbe's expedition being a success. The Concow, Kimshews and Tiger Indians plus children,
captured by Commissary S.D.Johns (under Capt. Byrnes command) on the headwaters of the Feather River,
arrived at Tehama on Sunday, the 2nd of October.

Red Bluff Beacon 10-5-1859

401

1859.10.12

Nome Cult Farm

Indians

Avrticle about Lt. John Spinks passing over to Nome Cult and Mendocino Reservations last week; 92 Indians taken
prisoner by Capt. Byrne's' Rangers near Kimshew on the Feather River and Butte Creek. Also talks about the
Nevada and Feather River Indians are running away from the reservation in great numbers. S.P. Storms had
resigned as the Indian Agent and no one was perceived by the Indians as in charge, so they left.

Red Bluff Beacon 10-12-1859

402

1859.10.12

Red Bluff

Indians

Gen. Kibbe arrived on Monday from a forced travel from Pit River. He reported that Lt. Van Shell made a gallant
attack on a large body of Indians and gained a most significant victory. Quite a number were killed, some taken
prisoners, and all the rancherias were burned. The general thinks that in six weeks all the Indians in the mountains
east of this will be on the reservation or exterminated.

Red Bluff Beacon 10-12-1859

403

1859.10.12

Tule Lake

Indians

Indian massacre at Tule Lake - Article states it was the Modoc Indians who killed several people at Tule Lake.

Daily Alta California 10-12-1859

404

1859.10.18

Northern California

Indians

The Indian War: For the last two months, the war has been going on between the people of California and Indian
tribes occupying the country adjacent to Pit River, the heads of Deer and Antelope Creeks, and the Big Meadows
on the immigrant trail from Honey Lake to Sacramento Valley. This article questions the methods used and the
different groups participating. One group consists of Kibbe and his volunteers and another of federal Government
troops.

Sacramento Daily Union 10-18-1859
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405

1859.10.19

Pit River

Indians

Gen. Kibbe killed a large number of Indians at the headwaters of the Pit River. States neither women or children
were killed in the latest effort. Also states that only 2 squaws and 1 child have been killed by accident in the past
year.

Red Bluff Beacon 10-19-1859

406

1859.10.25

Northern California

Indians

The article discusses the recent campaign against the Indians, the concerns about justification of the acts by
various factions and whether California will be able to recover their costs from the Federal government.

Sacramento Daily Union 10-25-1859

407

1859.10.26

Hat Creek

Indians

Article from Hat Creek dated 10-10-1859, about the rounding up of Indians there. Capt. Byrnes' volunteers went
there after finishing the round-up in Concow.

Red Bluff Beacon 10-26-1859

408

1859.10.26

Pit River

Indians

Letter dated 10-15-1859, discussing Capt. Langley's gang, the Pit River volunteers, and the Pit River Indian
slaughter.

Red Bluff Beacon 10-26-1859

409

1859.10.26

Pit River

Indians

Article by Gen. Kibbe in rebuttal to charges of a Pit River massacre by Gen. Kibbe a week earlier by Mr. Landt.
Also, a supportive statement by another unnamed individual.

Red Bluff Beacon 10-26-1859

410

1859.10.28

Red Bluff

Indians

Article challenges recent articles published in the Red Bluff Beacon. References several passages in the paper
and questions the motives of the individuals supported in the Beacon articles and their actions against Northern
California.lndians.

Sacramento Daily Union 10-28-1859

411

1859.10.29

Honey Lake

Indians

Indian depredations at Honey Lake: Mr. Belden reports the Indians in the neighborhood of Honey Lake Valley are
getting exceedingly troublesome and running off stock.

Butte Democrat 10-29-1859

412

1859 10.29

Pence's Ranch

social

Mr. J. S. Steward will give a Cotillion party at Pence's Ranch.

Butte Democrat 10-29-1859

413

1859.11.02

Pit River

Indians

Article in the Red Bluff Beacon about the capture of the notorious Shaved Head. He was captured with three
warriors and eight squaws. Three or four squaws that lived with white men are also being sent to the reservation.
After their capture, three men arrived in camp with a Justice of the Peace and wanted to marry their squaws but
Capt. Byrnes would not allow it, so they will be taken to the reservation.

Red Bluff Beacon 11-2-1859

414

1859.11.05

Yankee Hill

mining

Lawsuit about 49 & 56 mine stock. Man named Smith sues over ownership of 2 shares of stock. He did not pay
taxes and forfeited the stock to W. Whiteman of Sacramento. Smith later sued for it back.

Weekly Butte Record 11-5-1859

415

1859.11.09

Tehama County

Indians

Long letter in paper about Nome Cult dated 10-16-1859. Also, letter dated 10-18-1859 defending Gen. Kibbe's
actions at Pit River.

Red Bluff Beacon 11-9-1859

416

1859.11.12

Cherokee Flat

mining

Butte Table Mountain mining company has discovered very rich rock in their main tunnel assaying from $60 to
$1500 to the ton. If Cherokee Flat contained a few more such leads as the one above, Washoe would be nowhere.

Butte Democrat 11-12-1859

417

1859.11.16

Pit River

Indians

Quotes article from the Sacramento Union about Pit River and Gen. Kibbe. Article supports Gen. Kibbe's efforts
and states he used every effort to avoid bloodshed. Also states that in three months Gen. Kibbe has divided up the
Indians so they cannot communicate and has rid the area of all of them from McCloud River to Oroville. Writer
thinks it is best to keep up the campaign until the job is complete.

Red Bluff Beacon 11-16-1859

418

1859.11.19

Oroville

Indians

Notice that J.M. McDuffle, Supt. of Indian Affairs, California, is coming to Oroville on Monday, December 5th, to
inquire about depredations committed by Indians upon citizens of Butte County. All persons upon whom the said
depredations were committed, and who hold a claim against the Government in consequence thereof, will then
present themselves.

Oroville Butte Democrat 11-19-1859

419

1859.11.28

Honey Lake

Indians

Mr. Belden reports that the Indians in that neighborhood are becoming exceedingly troublesome in running off
stock. Mr. Rice had 140 head stolen from him. Another party had 120 head stolen. Capt. Westherby had returned
from the Indian hunt, he having been with the company of Shasta Volunteers. It is stated that this company had
taken some twelve prisoners and killed twenty-three. It is the intention of this company to remain in the mountains
as long as the weather will permit.

Butte Democrat 11-29-1859

420

1859.11.30

Tehama County

Indians

Announces the arrival of Gen. Kibbe and staff from the Pit River with 500 to 600 Indian prisoners. Gen. states it is
about the last of the Pit River Indians in that area. There are only about 20 Pit River Indians left in the area. He will
disband his troops and head back with two or three Indians to gather the last Indians left in the Pit River area.

Red Bluff Beacon 11-30-1859

421

1859.11.30

Tehama County

Indians

Capt. Byrnes arrived at Red Bluff with 150 Indians from the Pit River area. When Gen. Kibbe arrives with Indians
he captured, they will all be taken to Fort Tejon. The snow is deep on the trail to Mendocino and they will be safer
at Tejon.

Red Bluff Beacon 11-30-1859
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422

1859.12.03

Morris Ravine

mining

Banner Mine: A portion of the tunnel of Messrs. Smith & Sparks at Table Mountain caved in entombing within the
tunnel, alive probably, two of the workmen, David Shine and F. G. Mathews.

Butte Democrat 12-3-1859

423

1859.12.07

Concow

Indians

Article in the Red Bluff Beacon about Gen. Kibbe expedition to round up the Indians. Talks about the group being
split into 3 companies headed by Capt. Byrnes, Lt. Bailey and Lt. VanShell. Each company focused on a different
area in Butte and Tehama Counties. Note: Capt. Byrnes had a group led by (S.D.) Johns proceed to Concow to
round up the Indians there and along the West Bank. See 9.21.1859

Red Bluff Beacon 12-7-1859

424

1859.12.07

Tehama County

Indians

Second very long article describing Gen. Kibbe's Rangers campaign. Parts of the article are hard to read as the
copy on film is very light in spots. Talks about for the last five years there have been problems with roving Indian
bands. Lists 25 people killed in the last year. Claims losses from Indian destruction are estimated at $100,000
since 1856. The citizens of Tehama County have had no assistance from the military. They petitioned the
Governor to establish a volunteer army commanded by Gen. Kibbe, who has rid the area of Indians in the last
three months with a group of 80 men. Notes the capture of Shave Head, an Indian Chief working out of the Hat
Creek area and the Pit River area, with about 60 to 80 Indians composed of members from several tribes, causing
the bulk of the problem. Other local tribes were sympathetic to the group and offered some assistance. In the
south, 300 Indians were captured and sent to the Mendocino Reservation. In the north, about 700 were captured
and 200 killed. Claims only a few Indian women and children were killed by accident during battles with Indians
resisting capture. Goes on to state the people should praise Gen. Kibbe for his swift action and economic use of
resources.

Red Bluff Beacon 12-7-1859

425

1859.12.14

Red Bluff

Indians

Article recapping the Kibbe expedition now that it was complete. Also, article about 400 Pit River Indians being
sent by boat from Sacramento to the Tejon Reservation in Southern California. (Some felt all the Indians would be
less trouble if they were sent to Tejon, far away from their homeland).

Red Bluff Beacon 12-14-1859

426

1859.12.14

Red Bluff

Indians

Article about Lt. McCarty and his detachment arriving in Oroville with 33 Indians from Shave Head's Tribe.

Red Bluff Beacon 12-14-1859

427

1859.12.14

Round Valley

Indians

Long article about Round Valley, lots of snow. Capt. Storms is going to try and get out for more supplies. The
people do not like the reservation being in the valley. Mentions Capt. Jarboe with 20 men rounding up Indians for
the last three months. He has taken some 200 Indians to the Mendocino Reservation plus killed many more. The
Indians escaped from the Mendocino Reservation and returned to the area. In the area are 6 married ladies and
65 men, 5000 head of stock and 500 Indians. Buckskin, the old skillful Indian hunter and mountaineer, has
returned from a campaign 20 miles southeast killing 16 bucks.

Red Bluff Beacon 12-14-1859

428

1859.12.21

Honey Lake

Indians

Lt. McCarty, one of the most popular and efficient officers in Gen Kibbe's command, arrived from Oroville where
he took the balance of Shave Head's band of Pit River Indians, which he succeeded in capturing. He brought 18
men and 35 prisoners through the snow traveling 50 miles.

Red Bluff Beacon 12-21-1859

429

1859.12.21

Nome Cult Farm

Indians

Avrticle about the need for a good wagon road to Nome Cult. The road would benefit the commerce of Red Bluff
and all those along the route. As soon as a road was built, a mail route could be established.

Red Bluff Beacon 12-21-1859

430

1860.00.00

Oregon Gulch

mining

White and Nutter Mine. Mine was established near the residence of Col. Derrick. The mine was soon abandoned
and the equipment moved to Nevada. In 1864, the mine was started again by a group of eight individuals from
Marysville. Ten stamping mills were in operation. Renamed the Oregon Gulch Mine, the mine closed 16 months
later. The investment was $53,000 and the income was $33,000, a net loss of $20,000.

Oroville Daily Register 3-18-1904

431

1860.01.10

Sacramento/Red Bluff

Indians

Governor's report on the state includes section on Indian difficulties. Mentions Kibbe campaign resulting in 200
Indian deaths and 450 Indian surrenders who were taken to the Mendocino Reservation. Capt. W.S. Jarboe also
organized a company of 20 men to track down Indians causing trouble on the Eel River and was largely successful
in that venture. No troubles have been recently reported. But warns problems will continue because of a lack of
food for the Indians because their natural food supply has been killed and the area is now occupied by herds of
cattle which results in conflicts. Degraded whites also cause problems that everyone must suffer.

Daily Alta California 1-10-1860
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432

1860.01.16

Sacramento

Indians

Long article about the Mendocino Indians. Article commends Capt. Jarboe on his recent actions. Gives some
history of the requests made in the past of the Governor for help. Past requests were for additional men for Jarboe
because of a lack of support from the Government troops in the area. Article mentions the Governor felt only a
small band of Indians are causing the problem and Jarboe should place his command on the defensive so as to
not hurt innocent Indians. Second article talks about the cost of these campaigns and that they are all necessary
because the Indians are starving which causes the conflicts. Writer suggests they spend money to buy 1,000 head
of cattle for the reservation and the problems will go away. (The state would be subsidizing the Federal
reservations program in California).

Sacramento Daily Union 1-16-1860

433

1860.01.19

Sacramento

Indians

Governor Downey's first message reporting on Adjutant General Kibbe's last expedition to round up Indians in
Northern California. The expenses in Tehama and adjoining counties cost $69,468. The Governor asks for a
committee to review the expenses. He states if these charges continue they will have to be paid in script due to
lack of funds and any tax decreases requested will have to set aside.

Sacramento Daily Union 1-19-1860

434

1860.01.19

Humboldt

Indians

More Indian difficulties: Outstanding claims of citizens for services and supplies for suppression of Indian
hostilities should be paid. If General Kibbe is to be repaid than these claims are just as justifiable to be paid.

Sacramento Daily Union 1-19-1860

435

1860.01.26

Pit River

Indians

Very long and detailed report by Mr. George Lount a cattle rancher from Pit River. He states when he first arrived
at Pit River in June 1859 the Indians were friendly. The first issue he heard of with Indians was when Callaban and
a boy were murdered. They had been shot with guns. This meant it was not the Pit River Indians who killed the
pair. It subsequently became known that Shave Head and a group of renegades were the murders. This group
operated from an area near Battle and Antelope creeks. A second murder was committed, again with a gun and a
group called the Pit River Rangers was formed to head towards Hat Creek but found nothing. Mr. Lount continued
to live among the Pitt River Indians, numbering about six or seven hundred and continued to operate his cattle
ranch with no problems. But a Lieutenant named Bailey with the volunteer rangers attacked the Pitt River Indians.
The report goes on to detail what happened after that attack.

Daily Alta California 1-26-1860

436

1860.01.28

Pitt River

Indians

Late Indian War - Long follow up about the report by Mr. Lount on the 26th. Sympathy is expressed for the Indians
and concerns about what had happened.

Daily Alta California 1-28-1860

437

1860.01.29

Pitt River

Indians

Pit River Massacre; two articles about the Pitt River Massacre. One article by the brother of Callaban who was
murdered. He states there were arrows also used to kill his brother and the culprits were tracked to the Pitt River
Indians. A second article again by Mr. Lount challenges the first article's accuracy..

Daily Alta California 1-29-1860

438

1860.01.30

Pit River

Indians

Pit River Massacre, the other side of the story. An article written by Frank Newland at Pitt River. He challenged
Mr. Lount and accuses him of falsify the facts. He stands by the facts that the Pitt River Indians caused the trouble
so the Indian deaths were justified..

Daily Alta California 1-30-1860

439

1860.01.30

Pitt River

Indians

Massacre of the Rolf Indians at Pitt River. Article states the Pitt River Rangers are not part of Kibbe's Indian
campaign. The Pitt River Rangers numbered 21 individuals. The article goes on to describe the brutality of the
rangers against the Indians. The article states the attack was a slaughter of the Indians.

Sacramento Daily Union 1-30-1860

440

1860.01.31

Pit River

Indians

A report from Round Valley Lt. Dillon, talks about different excursions he was involved with. Another article by Mr.
Lount talks about the Pit River massacre, the other side of the story.

Daily Alta California 1-31-1860

441

1860.01.31

Pit River

Indians

Avrticle about local Indian affairs, talks about Pit River rangers. It takes the side of Mr. Lount on the Pitt River
Massacre.

Daily Alta California 1-31-1860

442

1860.02.02

Pit River

Indians

Pit River massacre reprint of earlier article as a rebuttal to Mr. Lount and a second article by Mr. Lount himself
defending himself.

Sacramento Daily Union 2-2-1860

443

1860.02.03

California

Indians

Plundering the Government and outraging the Indians. Article about high costs being charged the government to
furnish supplies to the Indians. As an example the article states the blankets furnished the Indians are expensive
but they are worthless because of poor quality. Also states that women are abused and not protected. Criticizes
Kibbe's expenditures.

Sacramento Daily Union 2-3-1860

444

1860.02.09

Yankee Hill

mining

A piece of crystallized gold and quartz was found in Yankee Hill, Butte County.

Daily National Democrat
(Marysville) 2-9-1860

445

1860.02.10

Sacramento

Indians

Indian difficulties - Article states there are no longer Indian difficulties in the area. Defends General Kibbe and
states he has no association with the Antelope Rangers and no costs for the rangers are in his report.

Daily Alta California 2-10-1860

446

1860.02.17

Sacramento

Indians

Indian war bill - The state legislature is still holding up the request for General Kibbe's expenditures. It goes on to
state it is the Indians who need protection, not the white man.

Sacramento Daily Union 2-17-1860

Y
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447 1860.02.21 Humboldt Indians The papers in the county of Humboldt all favor the rising of a company of volunteers to chastise the Indians in a Sacramento Daily Union 2-21-1860 Y
section of the country in the southern portion of the county known as Bald Hills.

448 1860.02.22 Red Bluff Indians Kibbe War Bill is discussed. In debate in California legislature. Cost of $69,000 is well worth the effort and results. Red Bluff Beacon 2-22-1860 Y
States the rangers were paid $50 per month for the four month expedition.

449 1860.02.22 Round Valley Indians Article about two Senators, O'Farrel and Lamar, visiting Round Valley to look into charges that the Indians were Red Bluff Beacon 2-22-1860 Y
being exterminated. Claims the Senators found the charges false and disputes the claim by Lt. Dillon that the
Indians are in more danger than the whites in the valley. The people want the soldiers removed from the valley as
they are worthless.

450 1860.03.03 Cherokee Flat mining At Cherokee Flat, large quantities of dirt have been thrown up ready for washing but because of the remarkably Butte Democrat 3-3-1860 Y
dry season, little gold has been obtained. Now that the rains have come, Cherokee Flat will roll an immense
amount of gold into Oroville.

451 1860.03.06 Sacramento/Butte Indians Avrticle about "Kibbe's Indian Troubles" written at Butte Creek for the Sacramento Daily Union. Article urges the Sacramento Daily Union 3-6-1860 Y

Creek state to not pay the $70,000 demanded by those that recently butchered the Indians in the area. If the billed

request is paid, it will encourage others to do the same in the future. | have been in the area 10 years and know of
no outrage contributed to the Indians that they have not been pushed into.

452 1860.03.10 Cherokee mining Tom Tipton writes about Cherokee in Butte Democrat. He talks about the mining efforts in the area and mentions Butte Democrat 3-10-1860 Y
new discoveries in the last several weeks at Chemuck Flat, which was located across the road from the town of
Cherokee.

453 1860.03.10 Yankee Hill crime E.B. Phipps, who was an employee of the Virgin Quartz mine, had a fight the week before with a man named Pope: Weekly Butte Record 3-10-1860 Y
resulting in Mr. Phipps' death.

454 1860.03.17 Oregon Gulch crime Thieves Henry West and John Avery are charged with grand larceny for stealing a gun, watch, bowie knife, coat Butte Democrat 3-17-1860 Y
and $10 at Oregon Gulch. There was not sufficient evidence to convict Avery and after his departure from town, it
was found that he was an escaped convict from San Quentin and that his proper name is James Hamilton

455 1860.03.31 Oregon Township politics Election results for inspectors, Judges for all the towns in Oregon Township Weekly Butte Record 3-31-1860 Y

456 1860.04.07 Cherokee mining 57 ounce nugget found in Spring Valley by George Houghton. Article talks about Hutchings Reservoir and Smith's Butte Democrat 4-7-1860 Y
Reservoir giving way in rain. Article submitted by Tom Tipton.

457 1860.04.14 Yankee Hill mining Article about 49 & 56 Quartz Mine finds large deposit. Estimated value $150,000 --- 80 Ibs. in gold found so far. Butte Democrat 4-14-1860 Y
Mr. J.W. Moore was a stockholder. Mine losing money until this strike.

458 1860.04.28 Oregon City social The ladies of Oregon City will give a picnic on May day. Butte Democrat 4-28-1860 Y

459 1860.07.28 Oregon City mining Mr. Derrick's quartz mill at Oregon City was destroyed by fire with loss probably $8,000 to $10,000. Butte Democrat 7-28-1860 Y

460 1860.09.11 Yankee Hill mining The quartz mill of Mr. Fuller at Yankee Hill was totally destroyed by fire yesterday causing a loss of at least Marysville Daily Appeal 9-11-1860 Y
$5,000. Two other quartz mills have lately been burned down in that portion of Butte county most likely by the act
of incendiaries.

461 1860.12.22 Cherokee Flat/Pence's social ristmas Ball given by George Gould at Cherokee Flat Musical Hall; New Year's ball at Pence's Ranch. Butte Democrat 12-22-1860 Y

Ranch

462 1861.01.01 Rag Dump/Flea Valley transportation List of schooners and steam boats on the river between San Francisco, Sacramento and Marysville. The steamer i Sacramento Daily Union 1-1-1861 Y
"Defiance", an independent boat out of Marysville; Captain-Gibson, tonnage-48 tons, 197 foot keel, 18 foot beam,
built by Daniels and Reed in June 1860 at the mouth of the American River, just above Marysville and fitted with a
calliope, or steam organ. The first (and we hope the last) ever heard on the river. Her machinery was made at the
Sacramento Iron Works. Editors Note: legend has it the boilers from this steamer were used to power the mill at
Flea Valley (Rag Dump) in 1873. See Flea Valley Nov 1873

463 1861.01.19 Cherokee crime Gentlemen by the name of Harrison, who was in charge of the Lime Kiln just beyond Cherokee, was robbed of Butte Democrat 1-19-1861 Y
$400.
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464

1861.02.02

Yankee Hill

misc

An earthquake of 2 or 3 minutes' duration was fearfully distinct at Yankee Hill and in the Valley south of Oroville.

Weekly Butte Record 2-2-1861

465

1861.02.09

Round Valley

Indians

Indian Troubles - the Indians in the vicinity of Round Valley are again likely to make a winter's trouble for white
settlers. The whites have recently had a fight with them, killing 18 Indians. The unusual severity of winter has
doubtless reduced the Indians to a condition bordering on starvation. They are committing serious depredations on
the stock of the settlers.

Butte Democrat 2-9-1861

466

1861.02.23

Butte County

Indians

A battle was fought at Dry Creek on Saturday last between a band of Mountain Indians on one side and the Neal's
Ranch Indians on the other. After the killing of one Indian on each side and wounding of several others, the
mountain Indians retreated and were pursued some distance by the Neal's Ranch Indians aided by some from
Chico. The Valley Indians on their return to the battleground, took the body of their slain enemy and cut off his
arms, legs and head. Then they returned to their camp.

Weekly Butte Record 2-23-1861

467

1861.03.09

Mendocino

Indians

Mendocino Herald - The Yreka tribe are those mostly within the valley and immediately adjoining the mountains.
They number perhaps five or six hundred; whilst the Lackees, a more warlike and unfriendly class, range within a
scope of country some ten or twelve miles round and number perhaps two thousand or more. They have a great
dread of the reservation and will not remain on it when taken there. They seem to take pleasure in killing all kinds
of stock whenever the opportunity arises. They are particularly fond of mule meat. A few days since the slaughter,
carcasses of horses and mules were found scattered in all directions upon their trail and large quantities of
supplies laid upon their Rancheria.

Weekly Butte Record 3-9-1861

468

1861.03.20

California

Indians

Very long article about Indian hostilities in California. Article talks about the expenditures associated with Indian
difficulties.

Sacramento Daily Union 3-20-1861

469

1861.04.06

Cherokee

mining

A large amount of gold is being taken out from Cherokee Flat. The mines are yielding more liberally this season.

Butte Democrat 4-6-1861

470

1861.04.06

Cherokee

mining

Mr. John S. Bassett of Cherokee Ravine found a diamond in his mining claim; Also S. Glass Esq found two stones
which he sent to New York and were determined to be diamonds.

Butte Democrat 4-6-1981

471

1861.04.27

Butte County

military

Announcement by Pony Express that the Civil War was beginning. Long article talks about Fort Sumter and
California being attacked to the North.

Butte Democrat 4-27-1861

472

1861.05.25

Cherokee

military

Meeting by the people of Cherokee to pledge their alliance with the North and Abraham Lincoln. Mr. B.P.
Hutchinson was called the Chair, Mr. Jas. G. Whitelaw was appointed Vice President and J.B. Smith Secretary.

Butte Democrat 5-25-1861

473

1861.06.01

Cherokee

military

Meeting at Cherokee passing resolutions to support the Union. Only the stars and stripes will be flown in
Cherokee. The Union Club of Cherokee is formed, 67 people signed the Constitution and attached themselves to
the club.

Butte Democrat 6-1-1861

474

1861.07.13

Oroville

military

Election of officers for Oroville Guard, volunteer military company. Also article on list of officers elected of the
Cavalry Company, organized to assist in guarding the Overland Mail under Col. Templeton.

Butte Democrat 7-13-1861

475

1861.07.27

Oregon City

mining

The quartz mill erected by Messrs. White & Nutter at Oregon City is being removed to Washo to be used as a
custom mill.

Weekly Butte Record 7-27-1861

476

1861.08.24

Butte County

commerce

County assessor's office report with statistics regarding agriculture, mining and other ventures in Butte County
along with acres of land, types of crops.

Butte Democrat 8-24-1861

477

1861.08.31

Pence's Ranch

crime

Ad for $200 reward for Joseph Isom who killed Henry Ashley on August 8 at Pence's Ranch. Description of Joseph:
Isom included.

Weekly Butte Record 8-31-1861

478

1861.09.14

Rogue River

Indians

Rogue River Indians---a large group of Indians have left the reservation to return to their homeland in Jackson
County.

Butte Democrat 9-14-1861

479

1861.09.14

Butte County

Indians

A man by the name of Ball, informs us that a man by the name of McCarty was cruelly murdered by Indians on the
new Jelly Road leading from Battle Creek to Shingletown, twenty miles from Red Bluff. His wagon was loaded with
lumber.

Butte Democrat 9-14-1861

480

1861.09.21

Butte County

Indians

McCarty, engaged in teaming, was murdered on the road between Red Bluff and Shingletown. The Indians
attacked him by his wagon. He was shot in the head and his body pierced by numerous arrows. His body was
stripped and dragged 100 yards.

Butte Democrat 9-21-1861
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481 1861.09.25 Yreka Indians Modoc Indians attacked the Shasta Indians killing Oleman and 3 squaws. Sacramento Daily Union 9-25-1861 Y

482 1861.09.26 Butte County crime Ad for the arrest of Joseph Isom for killing Henry Ashley on August 8, 1861 near Pence's Ranch, Butte County, Sacramento Daily Union 9-26-1861 Y
reward $500.

483 1861.10.12 Yankee Hill mining Virgin Quartz Mill at Yankee Hill burned on the night of the 4th. It is thought to be the work of an incendiary as the Butte Democrat 10-12-1861 Y
mill had not been running for 2 weeks. Certain parties are suspected of the act but no proof has been found.

484 1861.10.19 Humboldt County Indians Three men accused of selling 5 Indian children were arrested in Colusa County. Laurie Johnson, alias Lewis, Butte Democrat 10-19-1861 Y
James Wood and James Frank had tried to sell the children in Yuba City. It appears they had already sold 4 of the
lot. The children were supposedly kidnapped in Humboldt County. Authors Note: Research shows the going price
for Indian children was from $50 to $200 each. Indian children could be indentured until age 18 for females and 21
for males if they had no means of support.

485 1861.10.26 Round Valley Indians Mr. Clark, special Indian Agent, says 108 Indians were killed 8 miles from Nome Cult Farms (Round Valley Butte Democrat 10-26-1861 Y
Reservation) for stealing horses and hogs. None of the reservation Indians were engaged in the robbery.

486 1861.11.09 Yankee Hill/Cherokee social Cotillion party at Pence's Ranch, the public generally are invited. Cotillion party will be given at Yankee Hill by Weekly Butte Record 11-9-1861 Y
Messrs. J. S. Dickey & Co. It will undoubtedly be a lively and pleasant affair. Horse challenge by Crary for the
owners of the stallion Solomon against Crary's horse Sampson. Winner to take both horses; Cherokee Flat.

487 1861.11.16 Pence Ranch social Ad for ball at Pence's Ranch on Friday, November 22, 1861. Old friends and the public are invited. Butte Democrat 11-16-1861 Y

488 1861.12.21 Concow/Butte County transportation Two bridges on the West Branch of the North Fork of the Feather River were carried away by the recent floods. Butte Democrat 12-21-1861 Y

489 1861.12.21 Magalia mail The name of the Butte Mills post office has been changed to Magalia and Dr. A. Buffum appointed Postmaster. Butte Democrat 12-21-1861 Y

490 1861.12.27 Nome Lackee Indians Nothing left at Nome Lackee except crumbled adobes and a few digger's blankets; 50 Indians still at the Red Bluff Independent 12-27-1861 Y

Reservation reservation. Letter written at Rancho de las flores December 18, 1861 by a man named Hubbell. Talks about the

various travels mentioning Nome Lackee reservation and Indian superintendent Henley. Also talks about
Humboldt County.

491 1861.12.28 Humboldt County Indians Gen. Wright to send troops to Humboldt County to aid settlers with the Indians. Additional troops may be needed. Butte Democrat 12-28-1861 Y

492 1861.12.28 San Francisco crime Author John R. Ridge, author of the thrilling story of which Joaquin Murietta is the hero, has obtained additional Weekly Butte Record 12-28-1861 Y
information of the life of the outlaw and is about to issue a third enlarged edition.

493 1862.01.04 Cherokee ranching Ad "Ranch for sale!", 112 acres enclosed with a substantial fence, dwelling house, garden, corral, stable, &c. Weekly Butte Record 1-4-1862 Y
Apply to Dr. Beatson, Cherokee.

494 1862.01.18 Magalia mail Article about how town was renamed Magalia from Dogtown and Butte Mills by Postmaster Buffum. Magalia is Weekly Butte Record 1-18-1862 Y
Latin for cottages. At first the town was renamed Mill City, see Feb 11, 1857

495 1862.02.01 Cherokee crime Knife fight at Weaver's Saloon. Jack Hunter and Mar. Schultz were playing cards. Schultz was backed by money Weekly Butte Record 2-1-1862 Y
provided by Mr. Weaver and Mr. Fitz. When the spoils were divided, Schultz divided the money between himself
and his backers. Jack Hunter felt he had some money due him and lunged at Schultz, getting cut in the process.
Dr. Beatson treated the wound.

496 1862.05.29 California Indians An act to redeem the bonds issued in 1857 for expenses incurred in the suppression of Indian hostilities in 1854, : Sacramento Daily Union 5-29-1862 Y
1855, 1856. It appears United States bonds will be issued in return?
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497

1862.05.31

Nelson Bar

crime

The home of C.S. Curtis on Nelson Bar was entered on the night of the 25th and plundered of various articles. The
room occupied by Mr. Curtis was entered while he was asleep, and the pockets of his pantaloons which lay by his
bedside relieved of their contents. A trunk in the same room was opened and its contents scattered over the floor
and a purse of money taken away. Another room occupied by his son was also entered and plundered of a few
dollars. Mr. Curtis has resided on the bar since June 55 and this is the first burglarious act that has occurred in that
vicinity.

Butte Record 5-31-1862

498

1862.06.21

Yreka

Indians

Indian known as Bull Head killed an Indian known as Charley. The deed was committed to revenge an earlier
Indian murder.

Sacramento Daily Union 6-21-1862

499

1862.06.28

Butte County

Indians

On the afternoon of the 24th, a teamster of J. L. Keefer was killed and scalped on his way from Merrill's saw mill.
Also three children of the Heacock (Hickok) family were captured and carried away. The horses they were on were
killed and the bodies of the two girls were found with the oldest girl having been pierced with 30 arrows. The killers
are supposed to be the same Indians who committed the depredations on Butte Creek.

Weekly Butte Record 6-28-1862

500

1862.07.05

Rock Creek

Indians

A portion of the clothing of the Hickok boy was found by Indian hunters and the Rancheria of the Indians that killed
the Hickok children was also discovered. In this same issue, is the obituary of the Hickok children.

Butte Democrat 7-5-1862

501

1862.08.23

Frenchtown/Flea Valley

marriage

Lucy B. Buxton of Frenchtown marries Hiram M. Clemons of Little Kimshew at Flea Valley Ranch. The service was
performed by M.H. Wells of Yankee Hill. (Note: Clemons was partner with Snow in Snow & Clemons mine on
Little Kimshew and he owned the Flea Valley Ranch which he acquired in 1860 and 1861, he went broke in 1865.
see 3/1/1865).

Weekly Butte Record 8-23-1862

502

1862.08.23

Butte County

politics

Avrticle lists elected Judges and Inspectors for Butte County. Oregon City, Wm. Hendricks-Insp, E.W. Morrison &
J.L. Williams-Judges. Cherokee Flat, P. Oliver-Insp, Ed Tyler & Sam Glass-Judges. Messilla Valley, Geo
Rothrock-Insp, M. Pence & L.Burnham-Judges. Forkners Ranch, Wm. Jamison-Insp, Eli Conrad & G. Winter-
Judges. Concow Valley, A.W. Thompson-Insp, G.G. Marquis & John Riley-Judges. Yankee Hill, Mike Wells-Insp,
O.M. Evans & Clark-Judges.

Weekly Butte Record 8-23-1862

503

1862.12.27

Cherokee

social

Ad for Cotillion Party at Oak Hall, Cherokee, on Dec 31st. Wm. A. Grimes, Proprietor.

Weekly Butte Record 12-27-1862

504

1863.01.21

California

Indians

Article about the redemption of bonds issued in 1857. Writer states he purchased some of these bonds several
years ago at $.50 on the dollar. States some bonds were purchased by others at $.35 on the dollar. Currently
offered by the state is $64 for a $200 bond which is then reduced by taxes to cover other costs resulting in $.30 on
the dollar six years later.

Sacramento Daily Union 1-21-1863

505

1863.01.24

Round Valley

Indians

Article about Gen Wright declaring Martial Law in Round Valley. Mentions 500 Indians, mostly Concow Indians
leaving the reservation last fall because of a lack of food. Also mentions 22 Wylackie Indians were killed 8-1-1862.
Implies they were killed on the reservation after being there less than a month. Currently about 1500 Indians on
the reservation.

Daily Alta California 1-24-1863

506

1863.02.04

Oregon

Indians

Oregon Indian Affairs: Talks about the Indian agents and Indian superintendent in Oregon have fallen out among
themselves.

Sacramento Daily Union 2-4-1863

507

1863.02.21

San Francisco

Indians

Indian Superintendent Hanson of California has asked for $215,000 for his own district while the estimates
amounts scheduled for both districts are only about $70,000.

Weekly Butte Record 2-21-1863

508

1863.03.07

Pence Ranch

Indians

The Indians in the area are again becoming troublesome. A man named George Hayes was herding cattle six
miles from Pence's Ranch when he discovered Indians had broken into his cabin. Mr. Hayes headed them off, but
was shot thru the arm and thigh. Mr. Bidwell, with 20 men, has left Chico in pursuit of the Indians.

Weekly Butte Record 3-7-1863

509

1863.03.21

newspapers

Harry R. Mighels is on General Sturgiss' staff as correspondent. He wrote a letter to George Crosette, editor of the
Weekly Butte Record.

Weekly Butte Record 3-21-1863

510

1863.04.18

Oregon City/Long's Bar

mining

Copper has been found near Long's Bar 30 ft. wide and another lead discovered near Oregon City.

Oroville Union Record 4-18-1863

511

1863.05.11

Flea Valley

Death

Bones of dead man, J. D. Hogan, found near Flea Valley. He left Flea Valley on Feb 18, 1863 bound for Dogtown.

It appears he perished in a snow storm.

Sacramento Daily Union 5-11-1863
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512

1863.06.06

Oroville

transportation

W. L. Hopkins, Esq. of the California stage company informs us that Mr. John Chambers has purchased the right
to run a line of stages between Oroville and Dogtown. He will run a stage to Dogtown and back again on alternate
days and one from Cherokee Flat to Oroville and back again each day.

Oroville Weekly Union 6-6-1863

513

1863.06.20

Humboldt County

Indians

Digger and Hoopa Indians spoiling for a fight, marched out in an open field and had a battle amongst themselves;
12 Indians were wounded; two died later---it is hoped 2 more will die. They are getting ready for another fight and
want the whites to leave them alone.

Weekly Butte Record 6-20-1863

514

1863.07.25

Pence's
RanchiLittlefield's
Ranch

Indians

The Concow and perhaps other Indians shot and seriously wounded John Hayes at the forks of the Butte Creek in
this county. They also killed 2 or 3 domesticated squaws at same place. On the same day they shot John
Strommer near Jaggard's Mill a little above Dogtown. Last Monday they shot and killed Richard Morrison, a miner,
while at work on the West Branch about a mile from Dogtown. Last Tuesday they shot Mrs. Plume near Reservoir
House about 3 miles from Pence's Ranch and killed her child. Last Wednesday they killed the daughter of Mr.
Lewis (see 8.01 same paper for correction) on her way to school near Littlefield's Ranch. At end of article one of
the 3 captive children, a girl of 11, escaped from the Indians and returned safely home.

Oroville Weekly Union 7-25-1863

515

1863.07.25

Butte Creek

Indians

Indian difficulties in the vicinity. Article mentions 5 Indians killed at Helltown (they were hung) may have caused
the recent problems. Indians from the area should be taken to the reservation, problems are occurring too often in
the area. Very briefly talks about Richard Morrison, Mrs. Blum and the three Lewis children who lived near Pence's
Ranch. Mentions 40 to 50 men are tracking down the Indians (Oroville Guard, see May 28, 1861). States 40 to
50 Indians came to Yankee Hill for protection. Four Indians were singled out who did not belong to the tribe and
were taken out to be disposed of when two escaped.

Weekly Butte Record 7-25-1863

516

1863.07.29

Butte County

Indians

Indian troubles in Butte: Captain Hunt and about 30 "Guards" and Lieut. Schrader went to Pence's ranch,
separated into 2 parties and scoured the country above there. Between Kunkle's ranch (where Mrs. Blum was
murdered) and Dogtown, they killed 3 Indians. Lieut. Schrader was informed before leaving Oroville that some 200
Indians had been collected in the vicinity of Chico, 150 from Concow Valley near Yankee Hill and 75 from the
vicinity of Oroville. He knew of but 6 Indians having been killed though more were reported. The Indians
committing the murders were supposed to belong to the Mill Creek tribe.

Marysville Daily Appeal 7-29-1863

517

1863.08.01

Pence Ranch

Indians

Meeting held regarding Indian troubles. Six resolutions were passed and printed in the paper basically stating that
in 30 days the Indians still in the area will be at risk of being killed. They will guarantee the safety of the Indians for
30 days while they are transported to a designated location far away. If any Indians return after that date, they do
so at their own risk. They want every Indian removed from the area. Mr. Wells from Yankee Hill and Thomas
McDanel from Cherokee, are among those assigned the task of rounding up the Indians in this area. Mr. Marquis
from Concow, Mr. Pence from Messilla Valley, B.P. Hutchison (Hutchinson) from Cherokee Flat, and John
Chapman from Cherokee Ravine, are those from the area assigned the job of collecting funds to pay for the
removal.

Weekly Butte Record 8-1-1863

518

1863.08.01

Pence's
Ranch/Dogtown

Indians

Two children of Samuel Lewis were killed by Indians, Johnny and Jimmy Lewis, age 7 and 13 years. His daughter,
Thankful Lewis, escaped. Two days earlier near Dogtown, Richard Morrison was also killed by Indians.

Oroville Weekly Union 8-1-1863

519

1863.08.01

Pence's Ranch

Indians

Mrs. Plume shot through the thigh by an Indian near Pence's Ranch but is recovering. She ran nearly a mile to
Kunkle's after being shot. Also house of Mr. Thomas Know near Pence's Ranch burned last week. The family fled
fearing danger from the Indians.

Oroville Weekly Union 8-1-1863

520

1863.08.01

Pence's Ranch/Chico

Indians

People held a mass meeting at Pence's Ranch and adopted measures for the speedy removal of all the Indians
from this county. Over one hundred and forty Indians have surrendered themselves to leave for the Reservation
and are at Chico.

Oroville Weekly Union 8-1-1863

521

1863.08.01

Pence's Ranch

Indians

Body of the murdered 13-year-old son of Samuel Lewis found in Mr. Nance's field, a few miles from the spot
where he was captured. Thankful Lewis, age 11, showed her father and others where the Indians left him. The 7-
year-old son was also shot. This paper was in error in stating last week (7-25-1863) that 3 sons of Mr. Lewis were
killed and captured. There were 2 sons and the daughter, who escaped.

Oroville Weekly Union 8-1-1863

522

1863.08.01

Butte

Indians

Capt. Hunt and 14 Oroville Guards found Indians at a butcher shop near Hupp & Co.'s mills. They found 3 "red-
skins", 2 men and a 14-year-old boy, were all killed. The butcher later realized that Capt. Hunt saved his life as it
appeared the Indian boy that he trusted intended to kill him.

Oroville Weekly Union 8-1-1863

523

1863.08.01

Butte County

Indians

Forty men of Company F. Second Cavalry under command of Capt. Starr have been sent into this county to assist
in quelling Indian disturbances. Their headquarters are in Chico.

Butte Record 8-1-1863
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524

1863.08.15

Pence Ranch

Indians

Mentions meeting held on the 27th of July to discuss the removal of the Indians to Chico Landing. Another meeting
will be held August 28th to further discuss the matter with reports on the funds collected to finance the operation.

Weekly Butte Record 8-15-1863

525

1863.09.05

Cherokee Flat

mining

Mining notices: Butte G&S Mining Co. holding annual meeting of stockholders at Cherokee Flat. California Gold &
Silver Mining Co. Cherokee: Assessment of 50 cents on each share of stock was levied.

Weekly Butte Record 9-5-1863

526

1863.09.05

Pence Ranch

Indians

Report of meeting at Pence Ranch on the 28th. A communication was received from Mr. Hanson, Indian Agent,
advising the removal of the Indians of the foothills and mountains, without disturbing the ranch Indians of the
valley. A number have already been collected, many of whom are sick with a kind of bilious intermittent fever.
Hanson stated he will begin their removal early next week.

Weekly Butte Record 9-5-1863

527

1863.09.19

Concow

death

Charles W. Mullen, native of New Jersey, died Sept 12, age 60. In 1850 he joined the great tide of emigration that
flowed to the Pacific shores. All his life he was a pioneer, was a resident of Ohio, lllinois and lowa, when the forest
and prairies of those states yet resounded with the Whoop of the Indian and the how! of the wolf. In later years
was one of the many thousand pioneers who developed the riches of the golden state. For the past six years he
has resided in Con-Cow Valley, Butte County. To him may appropriately be applied the proverb "An honest man in
the noblest work of God." S.  Muscatine and Wapello (town) papers, please copy.

Oroville Weekly Union 9-19-1863

528

1863.09.19

Pence Ranch

Indians

Report by Thomas Wells of mass meeting held at Pence's Ranch on the 28th of August. Mr. Wells was asked to
secure help rounding up the Indians in the area by the military. He visited San Francisco and obtained an interview
with Col. Drum on the 10th of September. Col. Drum and Maj. Hanson, Indian Agent, agreed the citizens were to
round up the Indians in the area and hand them over to Major Hooker in Chico, to be held as prisoners of war. Two
committees headed by Capt. H.B. Hunt and J.G. Moore are to raise a force of 75 men each, to hunt Indians and
collect expenses from citizens to cover the costs. (Bidwell was able to keep some Indians at his reservation in
Chico, later this would lead to some whites feeling they were acting as spies. Considering the treatment of the
Indians by most whites, this is a possibility). This article also appeared in the Weekly Butte Record same date.

Oroville Weekly Union 9-19-1863
The Indians of the Chico Rancheria
by Dorothy Hill

529

1863.09.24

Forbestown

Indians

Hugh Harvey, a miner, was shot and killed while working his claim near Forbestown. It is supposed the deed was
done by Indians. A company of 20 men went out to corral all the Indians to be found.

Weekly Butte Record 9- 24-1863

530

1863.10.03

Concow

mining

New copper discovery on the East Branch in Con-Cow Valley.

Oroville Weekly Union 10-3-1863

1863.11.28

Cherokee

The Cherokee stage on its way from Oroville to Cherokee, encountered insulting language by Mr. Volney Goode
of Cherokee Flat. Mr. John McKinstry Smith punched Mr. Volney Goode and knocked him over the seats.

Oroville Union 11-28-1863

532

1864.01.09

Oroville

mining

1/6th interest in the Spring Valley Ditch and Mining Company for sale. Also, seven full shares in the Eureka Tunnel
and Mining Co. stock. Apply to subscriber at W.M. Elliott's Saloon, Oroville. H.B. Lathrop, Jr.

Union Record 1-9-1864

533

1864.01.09

Oregon City

legal

George Duensing 75 acre ranch under fence for sale. Located a half mile from the Feather River with good house,
barn, stable, garden and water privileges. Will be sold at a bargain.

Union Record 1-9-1864

534

1864.02.06

Concow

mail

Rock Creek reports 15 wintered there and are mining. Regret they only receive mail during the summer. Satirical
article about the Turpentine industry.

Union Record 2-6-1864

535

1864.02.20

Butte County

mining

The excitement over copper mining has somewhat subsided. Many operations have closed because of high costs.

Union Record 2-20-1864

536

1864.03.05

Yankee Hill

crime

Mexican named Raphael was confronted in woods about a mile from here by four masked robbers inquiring about
the wealth in the area. When he refused to talk he was tortured by castration. Another Mexican approached and
scared off the assaulters. This is the fourth incident in the area. The residents of Frenchtown, Spanishtown and
Yankee Hill have resolved they will not bother the authorities with the matter if it occurs again (implying they will
take care of it).

Union Record 3-5-1864

537

1864.03.05

Butte County

politics

Avrticle about the number of delegates each township will have at the Union State Convention. One vote is allowed
for each township and an additional vote for every 30 voters registered. Oregon City-2 delegates representing 36
voters, Cherokee Flat-3 delegates representing 58 voters, Messilla Valley-2 delegates for 31 voters, Yankee Hill-2
delegates for 30 voters, Concow-1 delegate for 9 voters.

Union Record 3-5-1864
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538

1864.03.05

Cherokee

crime

Stabbing at the saloon of Vel. Goode at Cherokee flat when two men got into a discussion about the merits of
Abraham Lincoln and Jeff Davis.

Union Record 3-5-1864

539

1864.03.05

Butte County

Indians

Indian Troubles - Indians returning from the reservation. The Indian agent at the reservation has sent word to look
out for the Indians---that they are about to return. We learned that the Indians are becoming numerous again in the
mountains, in the vicinity of Dogtown and Nimshew.

Union Record 3-5-1864

540

1864.03.12

Butte County

Indians

Honorable A.C. Buffum, Sacramento. Permit me to inform your readers that | have received a petition from many
citizens of Butte County asking me to lay the matter before the proper men, who have power to assist and protect
them. | have called on the Governor and General Wright and received a promise from the latter, that he would
order the company now stationed at Chico to protect the people against further Indian depredations.

Union Record 3-12-1864

541

1864.03.12

Concow

transportation

New road being graded by Nat. Brothers, road overseers. The route will be around the side of the hills up
Deadwood and Spanish ravine to Yankee Hill and Frenchtown Road. The old road over the hills is impracticable
for heavy hauling. The new one is on a regular and easy grade. It would seem that where mining interests failed,
the pitch industry is opening good roads in the mountains. Also, article about equipment order for distilling
turpentine in Dogtown.

Union Record 3-12-1864

542

1864.03.19

Concow

politics

The preliminary meeting of this precinct appointed G.G. Marquis as the delegate to the County Convention, and it
was resolved to support Abraham Lincoln for reelection as President.

Union Record 3-19-1864

543

1864.04.04

Concow

commerce

Long article about visit to Concow Valley. New road is being graded and the article suggests it should be extended
via Little Kimshew and Balsam Hill to the Dogtown and Honey Lake Road. Over 20,000 pine trees in Concow are
being tapped for pitch for turpentine. Mining in the area is all but suspended.

Union Record 4-4-1864

544

1864.04.09

Cherokee

mining

Two mining company owners, the Horris and the Cherokee Company, almost in serious fight over water rights.

Union Record 4-9-1864

545

1864.04.16

Rock Creek

mining

Article about Rock Creek and Kimshew. Mentions "Mikes Diggings" and states the snow at Kimshew is three feet
deep. Mining should be good because of the water that is available. Also mentions Joe Willit has built a house at
Rock Spring where accommodations can be had.

Union Record 4-16-1864

546

1864.04.16

Cherokee/Morris
Ravine

mining

Banner Mine: Reopening of old quartz ledges in Cherokee and Oregon Gulch. J. McKinstry Smith is engaged upon
his old ledge (Banner Mine/Oregon Gulch), and shipped last week the machinery for a new mill.

Union Record 4-16-1864

547

1864.04.23

Butte County

commerce

Turpentine: rebuttal to an article about pitch gathering; letter from J. N. Gibson

Union Record 4-23-1864

548

1864.05.28

Oroville

commerce

Work on the Union Hotel is rapidly progressing. Diagram of first story showing saloon, office and hall, stores,
dining room and kitchen.

Union Record 5-28-1864

549

1864.05.28

Cherokee Flat/Concow

mining

Another rich quartz discovery near Cherokee Flat but the parties who made the discovery do not reveal the
location. As well, the new road out of Concow Valley is completed. Good roads are the avenues to wealth.

Union Record 5-28-1864

550

1864.06.11

Cherokee Flat/Messilla
Valley

Indians

While Thomas Morgan of Messilla Valley (about a mile from Pence's) was not at home, his wife noticed Indians
creeping towards the house and one with a gun. She took her 3 little children out the back door to Mr. Merrithew's
house about a mile off but no one was home. She then went to Mr. Knox's a half mile further and found protection.
A party of men hurried to Mr. Morgan's but the Indians had fled having taken all the clothing and nearly all the
bedding and destroying the furniture. Several stones were thrown through the windows and there is no doubt but
the Indians would have butchered the family. "Cannot some way be devised to rid Butte county of these pests?"
Also the dead body of a Frenchman was found in Potter's Ravine below Cherokee Flat, Several arrows were found
in his side and he had apparently been dead about 4 days.

Union Record 6-11-1864

551

1864.06.25

Concow

weather

Several heavy showers of rain with heavy thunder with lightning striking a large tree breaking off the top and
scarifying and tearing the bark and limbs off to within 40 ft. of the ground. Mr. C. Beyerle made a narrow escape.

Union Record 6-25-1864

552

1864.06.25

Cherokee

mining

Diamonds found at Cherokee flat. Three diamonds at Cherokee Flat were sent out for valuation by a firm in
Chicago. In their current state, they are worth about $1 to $2 per grain, they average about 12 grains each. When
they are cut, they will be about half that weight and the cost will be about their original value but they will be worth
much more.

Union Record 6-25-1864

553

1864.06.25

Concow

hunting

John Mullen, a famous young nimrod of Concow Valley killed a California lion within 1/2 mile of his mother's
residence. Measured 7 feet in length and weighed 100 pounds. It is very rare that the most expert hunters have
been able to kill one of these animals.

Union Record 6-25-1864
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554

1864.07.16

Cherokee Flat

mining

Three diamonds were returned to Geo. E. Smith that were found by a miner near Cherokee Flat. Total value of the
three diamonds, $100, and weight 1 1/2 carats.

Union Record 7-16-1864

555

1864.07.16

Concow

happenings

The 4th at Concow: A 13 gun salute at sunrise; the declaration of Independence was read by Mr. A. L. Fairbanks
and the ceremony closed by the audience singing the Star Spangled Banner.

Union Record 7-16.1864

556

1864.08.15

Concow

Indians

Article about 15 troops from Chico traveling in Inskip, Dogtown, Concow and Spanishtown looking for Indians, rich
diggings and developments.

Sac Daily Union 8-15-1864

557

1864.09.03

Butte County

politics

General John Bidwell secures Congressional nomination.

Union Record 9-3-1864

558

1864.09.24

Butte Creek

Indians

At Butte Creek an Indian of the Kimshew tribe was murdered last week by a Butte Creek Indian when he was
recognized by the son of a man he assisted in killing several years earlier.

Union Record 9-24-1864

559

1864.10.22

Butte County

mining

The first discovery of gold on Feather River: Discovered on the bar at Hamilton in Butte County by General John
Bidwell. He was the first white settler to explore and thoroughly prospect this wild, mountainous and barren region.
Gen. Bidwell was the first to develop the mineral and agricultural resources of Butte.

Union Record 10-22-1864

560

1864.11.05

Concow Valley

hunting

John Mullen, a famous young nimrod of Concow Valley, along with his faithful dog, killed a large and ferocious
panther with a five inch revolver. This is the third panther killed by young Mullen during the past 6 months. Nimrod
& Co. report a "cinnamon" bear and 3 deer as trophies of a day's hunt since the above affair. Game is said to be
unusually fat this year.

Union Record 11-5-1864

561

1864.11.12

Butte County

politics

Butte County precinct voting showing Union vote and majority, Copperhead vote and majority. Cherokee Ravine
13 Union votes and 5 Copperhead votes. Oroville votes 270 Union and 130 Copperhead votes. Oregon City votes
Union 36, Copperhead 26. Cherokee Flat votes Union 66, Copperhead 64. Messilla Valley votes 37 Union and 9
Copperhead. Concow Valley votes 17 Union and 3 Copperhead.

Union Record 11-12-1864

562

1864.12.03

Cherokee Flat

mining

Miners here have remained idle for the past 2 years due to lack of rain. $30,000 to $50,000 have been invested in
running tunnels for working the different claims and now 12 hydraulic claims are being worked using from one to
six hundred inches of water and yielding from two to six hundred dollars per day. Cherokee is rich in gold and
should the rains cease at present, there will be enough water for two weeks to supply the miners here.

Union Record 12-3-1864

563

1864.12.10

Rock Creek

mining

Rock Creek, Concow township: Many of the miners at Rock Creek rigged up their hydraulic hose and commenced
piping at the start of the rain. Soon they were compelled to seek shelter from the torrents of rain and heavy wind
when the reservoirs filled and broke. The bridge across Rock Creek was swept away.

Union Record 12-10-1864

564

1864.12.17

Jordan Hill/Pence's
Ranch

mining

Meeting held at Pence's Ranch in Messilla Valley to organize a branch of the Soldier's Aid Society; officers: M.
Pence, President; Thos. Harrison, Treasurer; John Peairs, Vice President; Dr. G. F. Glick, Secretary. Also the
company owning the quartz ledge recently struck on Jordan Hill in Concow township were transporting the
machinery for a mill to be erected. Owing to the bad condition of the roads in the mountains, the hauling of the
machinery to the claim was a tedious job.

Union Record 12-17-1864

565

1865.02.04

Rich Gulch/Yankee Hill

mining

In Rock Gulch (Rich Gulch) Yankee Hill, a lump of gold was recently found weighing 43 ounces.

Marysville Daily Appeal 2-4-1865

566

1865.02.11

Butte County

politics

Board of supervisors met on Monday last; W. H. Mullen appointed Road Overseer and Road Tax Collector for
Concow Road District. The Board passed an order to the Road Overseer of Ophir township to notify the Ophir and
Feather River Water Ditch Company to remove certain obstructions caused by the water from their Ditch on the
public highway known as the River Road leading from Oroville to Marysville.

Union Record 2-11-1865

567

1865.02.11

Bloomer Hill

Indians

The Yuba and Mountain Indians had a grand ball at Bloomer Hill on Wednesday night. The brave men and squaws:
appeared to enjoy the frolic hugely keeping a good time and laboring at the dance until the great drops of sweat
ran down their sun browned skin covering like rain. The music was ground out from a hollow log by use of large
sticks of seasoned wood. Some 24 baskets were filled with their choicest soup, each basket containing about four
large buckets full.

Union Record 2-11-1865

568

1865.02.11

Jordan Hill

mining

From correspondent writing from Jordan Hill, yesterday began the history of quartz crushing on Jordan Hill by
Porter & Co. The caliber is 20 HP, 8 stamps and capable of crushing from 18 to 20 tons in 24 hours. The
company's tunnel strikes their ledge at the depth of one hundred feet, which averages about four feet in thickness
from top to tunnel and rock assays from $25 to $30 to the ton.

Union Record 2-11-1865
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569

1865.03.11

Feather River

Indians

On Saturday of last week, a large number of the Digger tribe assembled near Thresher's Ranch. The vast number
present indicated that all the campoodies must have been loose. The Bidwell and Neal Indians came down, of
whom many were riding fine horses and others, in carriages and express wagons, dressed in flying colors. The
Yubas and Sutters were also present in large numbers. The soups, sweetmeats, yard greens such as clover,
mustard, etc., were indulged in freely throughout the dance. The music was of course, tasty, their fiddle being a
hollow log, and the bow a large billet of wood. The dance lasted two days.

Union Record 3-11-1865

570

1865.03.11

Thompson Flat

social

Judge G. G. Marquis and Capt. Michael Wells were guests from the mountains at the ball at Thompson Flat.
Entertainment was in honor of the marriage of an old resident, A. K. Hall Esq and one of the most social and
pleasant of parties.

Weekly Union Record 3-11-1865

571

1865.03.25

Tehama County

Indians

Mrs. Moore, aged sixty seven years, residing in the foothills on Single Creek, was shot and killed by Indians early
on the morning of Saturday, March 18th. Her son, William Moore, was about six hundred yards away from the
house getting wood. The Indians were dressed in citizen's clothes and numbered 15. They robbed the house and
returned that night to burn it down. Within three years in Butte and Tehama counties, no less than nine or ten
persons have been killed and five or six wounded by this band in connection with valley Indians.

Union Record 3-25-1865

572

1865.03.27

Concow

mining

Article about cave in at Rock Creek, Concow Valley. George Snape writes that C Beyerle and John Baker were
badly hurt while working their claim at Rock Creek when several large boulders fell on them

Sac Daily Union 3-27-1865

573

1865.04.08

Butte County

schools

School apportionment of school funds for county; includes Cherokee $35.50 with 71 students; Mesilla Valley
$27.00 with 54 students; Morris Ravine $13.50 with 27 students; Oregon City $17.50, 35 students.

Union Record 4-8-1865

574

1865.04.08

Bidwell Bar

transportation

Traveling from Quincy by way of Berry Creek and Bidwell Bar, Russ Johnson with about 50 other Indians were
working on the road digging down a very high bank. Per Russ "The Supervisors of this county have appropriated
from one to five thousand dollars to every other road in the county but this one. They want to make the Dogtown
road the main thoroughfare from Oroville to Indian Valley and Honey Lake....but I'll make this a better road than

575

1865.04.22

Yankee Hill

mining

Union Record 4-8-1865

Arrested for grand larceny: Jas. Olsen was charged with stealing gold dust in the amount of $500 from R. Agens of:
Yankee Hill. Olsen will be taken from the jail today and conveyed to Yankee Hill where he will be tried before
Justice Mike Wells.

Union Record 4-22-1865

576

1865.06.10

Flea Valley/Cherokee

misc

At Flea Valley, a black eagle was shot which measured 9 feet from tip to tip. Notice: (Cherokee Ravine) Strayed to
the premises of the undersigned (Levi Thomas), a red cow with white face branded 77 on the left hip and shoulder,
V on the left side and E on the right hip. (Oregon Gulch). Strayed to the premises of Geo. Duensing one dark
brown.horse branded.nlain.on.the riaht hin.C.K.

577

1865.06.30

Surprise Valley

Indians

Weekly Union Record 6-10-1865

Article quoting the Red Bluff Independent of June 24th about the establishment of Fort Bidwell in Surprise Valley
(about 20 miles from Alturas, Ca). Major Mellen informs us he intends to make such a distribution of troops that
the whole country lying between Northern California and Owyhee will be completely cleared of Indians the present
season.

Quincy Union 6-30-1865

578

1865.07.08

Concow/Little Kimshew

mining

Avrticle about Louis Smidt has found gold in Concow Township in what is known as the Gravel Range. Also William
Ramsey and George were injured at their claim at Little Kimshew when a blast accidently went off. William will
probably lose both eyes, George suffered injury to his arm.

Sac Union 7-8-1865

579

1865.07.08

Morris Ravine

mining

Banner Mine: Some time ago, several tons of quartz first taken out of Sherman quartz ledge was crushed at Smith
& Sparks' mill at Long's Bar, which yielded $30 per ton. The ledge is supposed to be an extension of the rich claim
so successfully worked by Smith & Sparks several years ago.

Union Record 7-8-1865

580

1865.07.22

Oregon City

mining

Two large quartz mills, owned by Mr. Nesbit (Nisbet) and Teegarden and parties from Marysville, are in successful
operation. The Nesbit claim yielded the sum of $600. Specimens of this kind are said to be numerous on this
ledge.

Union Record 7-22-1865

581

1865.07.22

Dogtown

commerce

Dogtown distillery; extensive pitch and turpentine establishment owned by W. G. Jones and superintended by J.
W. Dunbar, has over $3,000 worth of pitch ready for distilling. The distillery is in operation day and night and
averages about 170 gallons of turpentine and 18 barrels of rosin per day. Connected with this is a cooper shop at
which there is at present over 300 barrels ready for use and workmen in constant employment. This distillery is the
life and business of Dogtown.

Union Record 7-22-1865
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582

1865.07.22

Oregon City

mining

Reprint from Union Record of same date about two large quartz mills in successful operation as well as turpentine
distillery in Dogtown. A. L. Dewey has contracted to furnish water from the West Branch of Feather River to the
Thompson Flat ditch, which will give the miners of that vicinity an abundance of water the year round. Also within
the last 10 days, over 90 tons of freight have been shipped from Chico Landing for Owyhee over the Chico and
Humboldt Wagon Road.

Marysville Daily Appeal 7-22-1865

583

1865.07.29

Stringtown

Indians

On Saturday and Sunday last, the Indians composing this tribe assembled at the old Indian Graveyard on Oregon
Creek near Stringtown and held a grand cry meeting. There were 200 present; it was a great feast and cry. The
eatables prepared for the occasion were about one ton of flour baked into slap jackets and several barrels of
acorn soup, which was indulged in freely by the red skins and all the white visitors, generously invited to
participate. This tribe once considered the most powerful on the Yuba and Feather Rivers, but now number in all
about 200.

Union Record 7-29-1865

584

1865.08.09

Concow

Indians

Oroville 8-8-1865 rumors that Indians made a raid on Concow Valley six miles above Yankee Hill yesterday. They
killed a man named Scotch John and wounded Mrs. Workman. Miss Smith, sister of Mrs. Workman, was first
reported missing. Later she was found behind the house with her throat cut from ear to ear. The house was robbed
of $2,000 gold coin, two gold watches and other valuables. As there were only three who made the attack, their is
a suspicion here that it was white men disguised as Indians. Concow Valley is 2 1/2 miles long by 1 mile wide.
There are 8 to 10 families residing there.

Sac Daily Union 8-9-1865

585

1865.08.10

Concow

Indians

Murders at Concow probably committed by Indians from Mill Creek east of Tehama. They are making their annual
raid in this country. This year they have come down the ridge between the West Branch and North Fork of the
Feather River, being further south than heretofore. Joseph Miller of Frenchtown left here yesterday. He drove
some beef cattle and when near home was shot at by two Indians and slightly wounded. A party of five Indians
burned the house of Neil Sutherland, situated between the west Branch and the North Fork of the Feather River,
on the road to Frenchtown, about sixteen miles from Oroville. Residents from that section attending the Union
Convention have returned home provided with ammunition.

Sac Daily Union 8-10-1865

586

1865.08.10

Sacramento/Pentz

politics

M. Pence has been elected coroner of Butte County at the Union Convention in Sacramento.

Sac Daily Union 8-10-1865

587

1865.08.12

Concow

Indians

On 8-9-1865 Indians visited the home of Robert Workman at the north end of the Concow Valley (Opposite
Hoffman Rd at Concow Rd). Mr. Workman was not home but his wife and Miss Smith, her sister, were there. The
Indians attacked and cut the throat of Miss Smith killing her. Mrs. Workman was severely beaten. A hired hand,
John Banks (also known as Scotch John), was also shot and killed. Three thousand dollars was taken from the
house. Mrs. Workman revived and was able to go to the residence of G.G. Marquis some 40 rods (650 ft.)
distance. A man was dispatched to the Porter Quartz Mill (Jordan Hill) to round up help. Fifteen men were
dispatched to the home of Wm. Mullen (Concow) to define a course of action. (Robert Workman was an
Englishman born about 1820, his wife died 2 months later, his 3 week old daughter died 1 week after Mrs.
Workman. He was living with James Mullen in Concow in 1870. His first name was listed as Richard in the
census. In 1875 he married Susan (Edwards) Belden, born in 1845, a widow and Native American with two sons.
They had a son, William Workman, in 1876. They were in Plumas County in the 1880 census. Robert died in April
1896 at the county hospital in Plumas County. William, a miner by trade, died in June 1898 at Long Bar near
Oroville.

Union Record 8-12-1865. Also
1850, 1870, 1880 census &
Ancestry.com family tree, Old Days
in Butte. Union Record 10-7 & 10-14
1865

588

1865.08.12

Cherokee Flat

mining

The only drawback to miners of Cherokee Flat is the lack of water, which they are only supplied with during a few
months of the rainy season. Wm. McGines (McGinnes) and Wm. Lefaire have a drift claim in Cherokee Flat which
has paid from $100 to $125 to the hand when sufficient water could be obtained.

Union Record 8-12-1865

589

1865.08.19

Concow

Indians

Nine Mill Creek Indians were killed and several others injured who were responsible for the Concow killings. A
dress and several other articles were found with the Indians.

Union Record 8-19-1865

590

1865.08.20

Spanishtown

Indians

Large meeting at Spanishtown on Saturday last, adopted the following resolutions. (1) Resolved that this meeting
will guarantee protection to no Indian after the 1st day of September next, and those living with squaws must
govern themselves accordingly; provided that no peaceable Indian be disturbed until after the 1st of September.
(2) That this meeting appoint a Captain and entrust him to raise sufficient men for protection. (3) We appoint a
committee of five as a committee of observation, whose duty shall be to report to the Captain all matters
pertaining to the general protection of the community in regard to Indians. (4) That a committee of three be
appointed to consult with the Indians of this community, to leave as soon as possible and certainly by the 1st of
September.

Union Record 8-20-1865
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591

1865.08.20

Concow

Indians

Long report on the search and killing of the Indians responsible for the Concow killings. A group of 25 Indians was
attacked, at least five were killed and left there. A half dozen more seriously injured and would surely die, the rest
were injured. Artifacts were found from earlier robberies in the area. Also, meeting at Spanishtown to discuss the
Indian issue.

Union Record 8-20-1865

592

1865.08.20

Pentz

commerce

Distillery at Pence's ranch in full production making turpentine.

Union Record 8-20-1865

593

1865.09.02

Concow

hunting

Wm. Mullen of Concow has found three bee trees. One was fallen and a large amount of honey was recovered.
Also, three bears came upon the scene and were killed. Family well stocked in bear meat.

Union Record 9-2-1865

594

1865.09.02

Concow

Indians

The Indian hunt for the Indians responsible for the Concow outrages was probably the most successful ever made
in this state---12 of 16 Indians were killed.

Union Record 9-2-1865

595

1865.09.23

Concow

Indians

The Indian Raid - A Mahalia who had escaped to Big Meadows, stated that there were but 5 Indians who
committed the murders, robberies and caused destruction of the property at Concow Valley. They made the trip
from Mill Creek in five days. The stolen property, money, watches and jewelry, were buried in the ground floor of
the cave at the time they were attacked by the party of whites in pursuit. Several of the Indians returned two days
later and dug up the treasure and carried it off. It is also stated that the party (later attacked) contained 16 bucks, 8
of whom were killed. The Mahalia states she was in tall grass but a short distance from the slaughter scene and
witnessed the whole affair, after which she made her escape.

Union Record 9-23-1865

596

1865.09.23

Concow/Cherokee

Indians

Families leaving Concow, except for one, because of recent Indian attacks. Also, R. W. Smith's wife gave birth to
a daughter Sept 18, 1865 in Concow. Levi Thomas of Cherokee Ravine delivered grapes to the newspaper office
from his vineyard.

Union Record 9-23-1865

597

1865.09.30

Concow

Indians

Information obtained from Indian mahala, murders at Concow committed by 5 Indians;

Quincy Union 9-30-1865

598

1865.10.01

Oregon Township

Indians

10 PM Oct. 1, 1865, wife of Robert Workman died. She had an infant child born 1 week earlier. The loss of her
sister Miss Rosanna Smith in the Indian massacre at Concow Valley on the 7th of August last, and her own
escape, caused such mental anguish and were to blame. Note: she is buried in an unmarked grave in the Oroville
Cemetery in the Catholic section on Feather River Blvd.

Oroville Union Record 10-7-1865

599

1865.10.07

Butte County

schools

School census lists 280 students for Oroville, 199 for Chico, 138 for Dayton, 92 for Kimshew, 71 for Cherokee and
54 for Messilla Valley.

Union Record 10-7-1865

600

1865.10.14

Concow

Indians

Daughter of Robert Workman died, age 3 weeks, morning of Oct 5th.

Oroville Union Record 10-14-1865

601

1865.10.21

Butte County

population

Votes cast in election, Oroville 321, Chico 336, Cherokee Ravine 20, Bidwells Bar 26, Messilla Valley 31, Yankee
Hill 21, Cherokee Flat 96. Paper reported the turnout was light with a total of 1600 votes compared to 2361 last
September.

Union Record 10-21-1865

602

1865.11.04

Oregon City

mining

Rev. John J. Powell, a highly intelligent and experienced miner, is erecting a new quartz mill near Oregon City. He
has sunk a shaft some 80 feet upon the lead with evidence of richness the entire depth.

Union Record 11-4-1865

603

1865.11.04

Butte County

Indians

Oroville Guard operated out of Oroville and later Chico. They were the group that came up to Yankee Hill and
confronted Michael Wells about hostile Indians that he might be protecting. The incident was mentioned in the
1882 History of Butte County as recalled by John Clark. This article recalls a military tournament in Marysville that
the Oroville Guard participated in. It does list the names of many of the members of the Guard.

Union Record 11-4-1865

604

1865.11.25

Butte County

Indians

Joe Ballew killed about 15 miles from Humboldt River by Indians. He was a resident of Dogtown. He was attacked
near Cedar Station on Nov.7th. Also an Indian boy was killed near the North Fork of Cottonwood by two white
barbarians.

Oroville Union Record 11-25-1865

605

1865.12.02

Concow/Yankee Hill

weather

Long article about the flooding and land slide at Oregon City on Nov 22nd at 5:00 am. E.W. Slater discovered his
barn and four horses had disappeared. The mud slide started a 1/2 mile above the barn taking with it trees 2 feet
in diameter and traveled another 1/2 mile to the North Fork of the Feather River. Evans bridge (see 1-22-1857)
over the stream on the road to Yankee Hill was swept away and the Curtis ferry boat on the road a few miles
above was dashed to pieces. Concow Valley was flooded to a greater extent than ever before. Miner's flumes and
sluice boxes were lost in the deluge.

Union Record 12-2-1865
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606

1865.12.30

Cherokee

schools

The Union Sabbath School at Cherokee Flat had a grand Christmas celebration.

Weekly Union Record 12-30-1865

607

1866.01.06

Jordan Hill/Cherokee

mining

Jordan Hill - large stamps added, it is now a 12 stamp mill. The rock is good and the prospects encouraging.
Another article talks about visiting the Cherokee area and seeing evidence of the prosperity there.

Weekly Union Record 1-6-1866

608

1866.01.20

Cherokee

mining

Assemblyman Smith showed two rings with diamonds from Cherokee Flat. So far, 20 to 30 diamonds have been
found. Same issue of the paper talks about mine mishap, two miners almost drowned.

Weekly Union Record 1-20-1866

609

1866.02.10

Concow

water

Articles suggest the Concow Valley be purchased and turned into a reservoir.

Weekly Union Record 2-10-1866

610

1866.02.10

Yankee Hill

transportation

Evans bridge across the West branch on the road to Yankee Hill will be rebuilt above high water mark this coming
Spring. It was swept off its foundations and carried away by the freshet of last November.

Weekly Union Record 2-10-1866

611

1866.02.24

Clear Creek

Indians

Article about 5 Indians killed near Deer Creek between Cherokee and Wicks Ranch. 2 believed to be responsible
for the Workman murders last year (Dog skin and his son, Oregon City Charley); an Indian from Berry Creek, and
another from Cherokee, were also killed. The squaw of Oregon Charley was shot in the face but not fatally
wounded. A large party later carried off the dead. We have good authority for the statement that Indians go to and
from the Nome Lackee Reservation (I think they mean Round Valley aka Nome Cult Farm) and mixing with Indians:
who remain in the County. It is said the Concow Indians taken to the reservation for a second time two or three
years ago are now nearly all back here and mixed through the different tribes who remain on the south side of the
river (article goes on and speculates about future Indian problems). Note: There were no serious problems
between whites and Indians in Butte County that | could find evidence of after this time. Probably because Big
Foot, a Mill Creek Indian, with a band of about 60 followers had been killed earlier. Similar to Shave Head in 1859,
they both were responsible for many of the raids in Plumas, Butte and Lassen County.

Weekly Union Record 2-24-1866

612

1866.03.03

Cherokee Flat

mining

Cherokee Flat showing "the golden rays of civilization, improvement, and glorious success". There is good reason
to believe that there is one of the richest leads in the State running under the Table Mountain.

Weekly Union Record 3-3-1866

613

1866.03.31

Magalia

commerce

Jones & Dunbar to resume distilling turpentine. Article talks about turpentine shipments from there in last two
years. 1,839 barrels of pitch, 7,222 cases of Rosin, 1,183 barrels of turpentine 1,146 cases of turpentine.

Butte Record 3-31-1866

614

1866.03.31

Messilla Valley

mining

Article about newly discovered diamond mine in the area. Location is not disclosed; also mentions turpentine
manufacture in Magalia.

Butte Record 3-31-1866

615

1866.04.07

Oregon City

mining

The quartz mill at Oregon City is now in running order and will soon be at work crushing rock. The shaft on their
ledge is down some sixty feet and is filled with water by the recent rains and floods and is being pumped out
preparatory to resuming operations. Also article about school fund apportionment; Cherokee had 97 children and
$17.46 funding. Messilla Valley had 44 children with $7.92 funding. Oroville had 291 children with $52.38 funding.
Oregon City 42 children with $7.56 funding. Stoneman 24 children, $4.52 funding. Kimshew 69 students, $12.42
funding. Chico 227 students, $40.86 funding.

Butte Record 4-6-1866

616

1866.04.07

Jordan Hill

mining

Meeting of the Board of Trustees of Porter Gold & Silver Mining Co., Jordan Hill, was held on March 1, 1866. An
assessment of $2 per share was levied upon the capital stock.

Weekly Butte Record 4-7-1866

617

1866.04.14

Cherokee

social

Old Folks of Cherokee fund raiser, concert and fair for new school.

Butte Record 4-14-1866

618

1866.04.21

Butte County

mining

Article about quartz prospects in the area, mentions failed copper mining operations.

Butte Record 4-21-1866

619

1866.04.21

Messilla Valley/Nelson
Bar

mining

Avrticle about Burnham & Co. quartz discovery at Messilla Valley and Nelsons Bar. (Joseph Curtis family was part
of this claim and the Curtis family filed a second claim without Burnham)

Butte Record 4-21-1866

620

1866.04.28

Cherokee

mining

A great silver excitement has broken out at Cherokee. Assays from the newly discovered Silver Ledge at
Cherokee have yielded at the rate of $270 to the ton.

Weekly Butte Record 4-28-1866

621

1866.05.05

Yankee Hill

mining

Talk of sluice washing the tailings and improved machinery, enlarged experience and a better understanding of the
mineral natures in the working of ores.

Weekly Butte Record 5-5-1866

622

1866.05.05

Oregon City/Cherokee

mining

Rich quartz found from the Cambrian Ledge at Oregon City. The Welsh Congregational Church at Cherokee Flat

was opened last Sabbath. A diamond recently found by Mr. Durette (Durett) in Cherokee.

Weekly Butte Record 5-5-1866

45 of 293

Yankee Hill Historical Society

1/15/2022




NEWSPAPER ARTICLES
Property of The Yankee Hill Historical Society www.yankeehillhistory.com

623 1866.05.12 Concow happenings Concow Valley looks beautiful and the farmers are still putting in vegetables. Weekly Butte Record 5-12-1866 Y
624 1866.05.12 Butte County mail This is a long and extensive article. Gives an overview of the postal service in the Oroville/Chico area and talks Weekly Butte Record 5-12-1866 Y
about the routes to Susanville. Mentions the important post offices on the route between Oroville and Susanville
are: Cherokee, Pence, or Messilla Valley, Magalia, Inskip, and Longville. The route from Chico to Susanville is to
be supplied by semi-weekly mail stages at $10,000 per year.
625 1866.05.26 Flea Valley accident Wife of William Toonan of Flea Valley was thrown from a wagon breaking her arm and fracturing her skull. Weekly Butte Record 5-26-1866 Y
626 1866.06.02 Oregon City mining The Cameron Ledge at Oregon City is now being successfully worked. Weekly Butte Record 6-2-1866 Y
627 1866.06.30 Cherokee mining Work on the Silver Ledge at Cherokee is still progressing. Weekly Butte Record 6-30-1866 Y
628 1866.07.21 Yankee Hill crime Yankee Hill correspondent reports on accidental shooting of Mrs. Nancy Dowley on Frenchtown Road. Also talk of Butte Record 7-21-1866 Y
what happened this time last year about the raid by the Mill Creek Indians.
629 1866.08.18 Cherokee medical Dr. W. P. Davis has permanently located at Cherokee Flat as physician and surgeon. Butte Record 8-18-1866 Y
630 1866.08.25 Cherokee mining Messrs. Louis McLane, A. F. Williams and others from San Francisco visited this placer mining locality with talk of Butte Record 8-25-1866 Y
constructing an expensive canal to supply it with water for mining.
631 1866.09.01 Oregon Gulch crime A Chilanian was shot and killed a few nights ago near the residence of Albert Grummed (Grummet) in Oregon Butte Record 9-1-1866 Y
Gulch.
632 1866.10.13 Concow mining West Branch correspondence, Concow: Talks about surveying the West Branch for quartz mining. A bridge across: Weekly Butte Record 10-13-1866 Y
the West Branch on the Yankee Hill road is one of the finest looking structures in the county and does credit to the
builder, Mr. Slater.
633 1866.10.20 Pence Ranch misc Mr. A. P. Frary of Pence's Ranch left a package of pitch tinder at the newspaper office. Mr. Frary has applied for a Butte Record 10-20-1866 Y
patent.
634 1866.10.27 Oregon City accident Mr. and Mrs. Williams of Oregon City and Mrs. Danels of Cherokee Flat capsized their buggy in Sawmill Ravine. Oroville Butte Record 10-27-1866 Y
635 1866.10.27 Cherokee mining Cherokee Flat Blue Gravel Mining Company was incorporated with capital stock of $65,000. Butte Record 10-27-1866 Y
636 1866.11.03 Kimshew hunting Mr. Wm. Mullen killed a fine fat bear cub near Kimshew, of the Cinnamon or brown bear species. Butte Record 11-3-1866 Y
637 1866.11.10 Cherokee fire The school house at Cherokee Flat was totally destroyed by fire on October 31, supposedly caused by children Butte Record 11-10-1866 Y
playing with matches.
638 1866.12.01 Concow accident Mr. L. A. Snow accidentally cut one of his fingers with some iron pipe while adjusting his freight. Butte Record 12-1-1866 Y
639 1866.12.15 Yankee Hill hunting Near Yankee Hill, Master William Pinchstone (Pinkston), a lad of only 12 years, killed 5 deer with a rifle. Butte Record 12-15-1866 Y
640 1866.12.24 Concow/Cherokee hunting Article about bear killed in Concow Valley weighed 350 Ibs. Also mentions dead body found Cherokee Ravine of iSacramento Daily Union 12-24-1866 Y
man named Albert Doorman from Vermont who died of intoxication.
641 1867.01.19 Concow happenings Concow correspondence from January 12 and January 17, 1867. One of the fiercest and most destructive winds Weekly Butte Record 1-19-1867 Y
that had ever visited Concow; never before has there been such destruction of timber. The log barn belonging to
John M. Mullen built of large logs and twenty feet high was moved several inches out of place down about 6 or 7
inches from the top.
642 1867.02.02 Concow happenings Concow correspondence from "Mulligan": Talks about experimenting with the culture of flax. Also talks about Butte Record 2-2-1867 Y
railroads and the different routes: "l was up the river as far as Dogwood creek, (distance from Oroville thirty six
miles) on the Yankee Hill ditch, for two days past and found everything favorable for a good road. Also "I shot an
eagle which measured seven and a half feet from tip to tip of its wings and three feet from tip of tail to end of beak.
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643 1867.03.16 Nelson Bar/Yankee Hill transportation The contemplated wagon road from Oroville to Plumas county is discussed. Favorable report of a survey from Weekly Butte Record 3-16-1867 Y
Plumas down the North Fork by way of Yankee Hill and Pence's Ranch to Oroville is as good a route and much
shorter than by way of Yankee Hill and Evans' bridge.

644 1867.03.23 Cherokee mining Cherokee is one of the most rich and extensive placer mining sections in the State. Weekly Butte Record 3-23-1867 Y

645 1867.05.11 Cherokee mining Spring Valley Mining Company is the first company in this county to apply for a title to their ledge. Weekly Butte Record 5-11-1867 Y

646 1867.07.20 Yankee Hill mining Venus Quartz ledge near Yankee Hill will have the mill in running order in the next 35 days and have a capacity of | Weekly Butte Record 7-20-1867 Y
15 tons per day.

647 1867.08.03 Cherokee mining The Cherokee Blue Gravel Mining Company has been constructed under the personal superintendence of Charles:  Weekly Butte Record 8-3-1867 Y
Waldeyer, Esq.

648 1867.09.21 Cherokee accident A flume belonging to the Cherokee Company was on fire and Mr. Armstrong had 2 axes to cut down the flume. In Weekly Butte Record 9-21-1867 Y
his hurry and excitement, he was thrown from his horse falling with his full weight on the blade of one axe.

649 1867.09.30 Concow transportation Cabin of miner John Riley burned. Note: as well Keddie's survey party at work for the Oroville & Beckwourth Pass i Sacramento Daily Union 9-30-1867 Y
Wagon Rd Co expect to be down to Concow next week.

650 1867.10.12 Oregon Gulch misc The ranch known as Simpson's old stand in Oregon Gulch is offered for sale. Enquire of Albert Grummed Weekly Butte Record 10-12-1867 Y
(Grummet), Oregon Gulch. The quartz mill at Granite Basin is now in running order.

651 1867.10.19 California Indians Article about how a woman found her lost children in an Indian camp by singing a hymn. Weekly Butte Record 10-19-1867 Y

652 1867.11.05 Yankee Hill mining George Setler of Yankee Hill picked up one day last week a nugget of pure gold weighing 3 pounds. Marysville Daily Appeal 11-5-1867 Y

653 1867.11.16 Cherokee water Cherokee ditch project; the gravel is as extensive as at Gold Run, Sucker Flat or La Porte; there are peculiar Weekly Butte Record 11-16-1867 Y
difficulties about getting water to Cherokee.

654 1867.11.16 Butte County misc Butte County, so named because of the "Buttes". It turns out they are not within its county limits. Weekly Butte Record 11-16-1867 Y

655 1867.11.16 Oroville railroad California Northern Railroad ad, leave Marysville at 11:30 a.m., leave Oroville at 6 p.m. Weekly Butte Record 11-16-1867 Y

656 1867.11.16 Oregon Gulch commerce Ad for "Simpson's Old Stand" (hotel & ranch) in Oregon Gulch on the Cherokee road from Oroville is offered for Weekly Butte Record 11-16-1867 Y
sale on reasonable terms.

657 1867.11.16 Oroville railroad Mr. Keddie engaged in locating the Oroville and Beckwourth Pass Railroad. His party was at work near Cherokee : Weekly Butte Record 11-16-1867 Y
and Pence's ranch.

658 1867.11.16 Bloomer Hill water Storm carried away the Mohican flume at the foot of Bloomer Hill on the North Fork of Feather river. Weekly Butte Record 11-16-1867 Y

659 1867.11.16 Cherokee mining Notice of Cherokee Flat Blue Gravel Company meeting with list of shareholders. Weekly Butte Record 11-16-1867 Y

660 1867.11.16 Surprise Valley Indians The Susanville Sagebrush of November 2nd says: The latest advices from Surprise Valley represent the Indians Oroville Butte Record 11-16-1867 Y
as being very troublesome in that quarter. They have made several raids into the valley, stealing stock and grain,
and would seem to be laying in a supply for winter. These are the same Indians General Crook had the fight with.

661 1867.12.14 Cherokee Flat happenings Cherokee correspondence: Cherokee has been a busy and lively place lately with the rains furnishing water to Oroville Butte Record 12-14-1867 Y
commence washing for mining. School teacher, Mr. Stephens, erected a stage in the school house for a school
exhibition and concert. Mr. Glover, an old pioneer of Butte and long resident of Cherokee, met with an accident
while chopping a tree.

662 1868.01.04 Oregon City misc A large mushroom measuring 22 inches in circumference was found at Oregon City. Weekly Butte Record 1-4-1868 Y

663 1868.01.18 Oroville commerce Ads for Oroville Drug Store for patent medicines, Arthur McDermott proprietor. Weekly Butte Record 118-1868 Y
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664 1868.01.25 Cherokee medical Whooping cough is prevalent in Cherokee, 5 or 6 children have died. Weekly Butte Record 1-25-1868 Y
665 1868.02.15 Cherokee happenings The reservoirs of the Cherokee Company are a public benefit to Cherokee. The Blue Gravel Company is running Weekly Butte Record 2-16-1868 Y
all day and night. Mr. Schellhous gave two exhibitions of stereoscopic and telescopic views of the heavenly
bodies.
666 1868.03.14 Oregon City crime A Spaniard known as California John has been arrested for passing counterfeit gold dust. Weekly Butte Record 3-14-1868 Y
667 1868.03.28 Jordan Hill mining Jordan mill and mine has been purchased for $10,000. The mill has 12 stamps and is run by an engine of 15 HP Weekly Butte Record 3-28-1868 Y
and is capable of crushing 20 tons per day.
668 1868.06.13 Thompson's Indians Letter from John C. Shepherd of Beckwourth Valley to Joseph Lee of Thompson's Flat states a man by the name Weekly Butte Record 6-13-1868 Y
Flat/Buffalo Springs of Bronson and his wife and daughter were recently killed by the Indians near Buffalo Springs. Letter also states
Dave Patterson, formerly of Oroville, had been killed by the Indians. Total annihilation of the Indians is requested
from the military authorities.
669 1868.06.20 Cherokee mining The Blue Gravel Co. has attached a whistle to their engine, which can be heard over the hills and far away. Other Butte Record 6-20-1868 Y
Cherokee Flat correspondence.
670 1868.07.18 Cherokee/Caribou accident Arthur Moore of Cherokee was thrown from the seat of a loaded wagon falling between the horses. Joe Hickman, Weekly Butte Record 7-18-1868 Y
near Cariboo on the North Fork took out 40 ounces of gold from his claim.
671 1868.07.18 Concow Valley happenings Crops are looking fine in the valley. A heavy wind did considerable damage to fruit trees. The miners at Kimshew Weekly Butte Record 7-18-1868 Y
have plenty of water. L. A. Snow has his water power derrick in operation.
672 1868.07.25 Chinatown legal Daniel Hilton, who has been a watchman in Chinatown for the past 4 or 5 years, has been removed by the Weekly Butte Record 7-25-1868 Y
residents.
673 1868.07.25 Cherokee accident The Dogtown lager wagon ran away and the driver was thrown from the wagon. The horses crashed into Mr. Weekly Butte Record 7-25-1868 Y
Waldeyer's fence where one was instantly killed.
674 1868.08.29 Cherokee happenings The Davies Bros. livery stable has been purchased by Wolf from Oregon City and converted into a store at the Weekly Butte Record 8-29-1868 Y
Upper Town. In Cherokee, the demand for skilled and unskilled labor has been greater than the supply.
675 1868.09.19 Cherokee accident H. Poppy at the Cherokee Blue Gravel Company was terribly mashed and mutilated when Giant Powder was Weekly Butte Record 9-19-1868 Y
ignited by the spark from a pick.
676 1868.09.19 Cherokee hunting Thomas McDanel, Esq. of Cherokee reports that a porcupine was recently killed here. Weekly Butte Record 9-19-1868 Y
677 1868.11.29 Yankee Hill mining The quartz mill at Yankee Hill was burned on the 20th and insured for $8,000. Marysville Daily Appeal 11-29-1868 Y
678 1868.12.05 Clear Creek social E. D. Clark will give a party at his hotel on Clear Creek on the 18th. Weekly Butte Record 12-5-1868 Y
679 1869.01.02 Spanishtown/Yankee crime A Spaniard died suddenly by hemorrhage at the West Branch bridge. His remains were interred at the burying Weekly Butte Record 1-2-1869 Y
Hill ground at Spanishtown. Juan LaSalta, who was charged with passing counterfeit gold dust, was sent down from
Justice Wells' court at Yankee Hill.
680 1869.01.08 Butte County mining Old miners mining old mines; as well Kennedy Flume Co. has 40 acres of diggings and Messrs. Wardwell & Co. Butte Record 1-8-1869 Y
near Table Mountain is producing large quantity of rich blue gravel.
681 1869.02.06 Cherokee happenings Thirty men are at work at the Cherokee Company. Mr. Hendricks has gone East to organize a company to bring in Weekly Butte Record 2-6-1869 Y
a ditch of water from the West Branch to Morris Ravine.
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682 1869.03.06 Butte County transportation Several ads including California Pacific Railroad, California and Oregon stage company and CNRR. Marysville Daily Appeal 3-6-1869 Y

683 1869.03.13 Oregon Gulch crime The store of Mr. Bresler of Oregon Gulch was robbed of about 60 pair of boots and a lot of clothing. Weekly Butte Record 3-13-1869 Y

684 1869.03.27 Cherokee happenings The house of Mr. Everett was totally destroyed. The White Pine fever has taken off three of our citizens. Weekly Butte Record 3-27-1869 Y

685 1869.04.24 Cherokee/Oroville. religion Miss Anna M. Morrison will lecture at the Court House on "Memory and its Influences". This is her second Weekly Butte Record 4-24-1869 Y
appearance in Oroville. The Rev. J. Bates will preach in Oroville and in the School House at Cherokee Flat, "The
Rock in Horeb, a type of Christ."

686 1869.06.12 Cherokee schools Honor roll of Cherokee public school: Nettie Armstrong, Ida Campbell, Laura Cushman, Jennie Cooper, Mary Weekly Butte Record 6-12-1869 Y
Drinkwater, Ida Hale, Josephine Hufford, Ammie McGregor, Mary William, Celeste Oliver, Janette Wilson, Eddie
Channel, Evan James, William Morgan, Walter Moore, Henry Moore, Robert McGregor.

687 1869.07.10 Messilla Valley schools Honor roll of Messilla Valley public school: Teacher J. P. Taylor. Henrietta Stewart, Mary Stewart, Frances White, Weekly Butte Record 7-10-1869 Y
William Applegate, Milton Brown, William Wait, Willie Stewart, William B. Kelley and Samuel Highet.

688 1869.07.31 Cherokee accident Mr. Henry Morrison of Cherokee Flat accidentally shot a friend by the name of Skaggs breaking his arm. Weekly Butte Record 7-31-1869 Y

689 1869.09.13 Yankee Hill politics M. H. Wells, Esq. of Yankee Hill was in town extending his sympathy and condolence to the defeated candidates. Weekly Butte Record 9-13-1869 Y

690 1869.09.18 Concow legal Battelle of Sierra Valley has been awarded the contract to survey Concow Valley and Inskip. He will undoubtedly Weekly Butte Record 9-18-1869 Y
also survey Humbug Valley. The land is to be laid out in quarter sections

691 1869.12.11 Cherokee mining/schools The principal placer mines of the county, those of Cherokee, are idle so far this season due to lack of water. A Weekly Butte Record 12-11-1869 Y
Christmas ball will take place on Christmas eve with the proceeds going to the new school house.

692 1870 01.08 Cherokee schools Letter from Cherokee: The Cherokee schoolhouse is our price; it is a two story frame 48x32 feet. The rooms are Northern Enterprise 1-8-1870 Y
each 40x32 feet with 13 feet clear between floors and ceilings and will accommodate 120 children.

693 1870.02.19 Cherokee water The valuable placer mines of this area have lain almost dormant the present winter because of lack of water. One Butte Record 2-19-1870 Y
fourth of a million dollars should have been thrown into circulation if there were water.

694 1870.03.26 Cherokee transportation New stage line from Oroville to Cherokee, John McEldowney Proprietor. He is running a four horse coach. Same Butte Record 3-26-1870 Y
issue mentions petition to raise money to repair the road from Oroville to Cherokee.

695 1870.03.26 Cherokee deaths Sudden death of Levi Thomas, an old and respectable citizen of Butte, died suddenly at his home on Cherokee Butte Record 3-26-1870 Y
Ravine yesterday.

696 1870.03.26 Cherokee mining Miner name Cushman employed by the Cherokee Mining Co. was buried by a cave on Tuesday morning; he was Butte Record 3-26-1870 Y
doing well at last accounts

697 1870.03.26 Cherokee transportation Cherokee-Oroville Stage runs daily. Leaves Cherokee at 7 a.m. and arrives at Oroville at 3:00 p.m. Stops at Butte Record 3-26-1870 Y
Oregon City and Oregon Guich. Fare is $1.00. John L. Lewis, Proprietor.

698 1870.04.09 Butte County schools Quarterly appropriation of county school funds for Butte County 4-6-1870; mentions Cherokee $23.54, Chico Butte Record 4-9-1870 Y
73.48, Messilla Valley 7.48, Oroville 62.48, Oregon City 8.14, Rock Creek 9.14

699 1870.04.16 Butte County mining Avrticle about mining in Butte County. Mentions the White & Co claim, as well as Gallinger's, Moore's, Young's and Butte Record 4-16-1870 Y
others, all along the bluff. Also mentions the Kennedy Flume Company who purchased 40 acres from Mr. Ord, the
owner of the Fernandez Grant. They have extended the flume through the 40 acres via an open cut and tunnel.
They believe this is the only claim in the state where the miners are working a placer claim to which they own the
title in fee..... and with the introduction of water into Cherokee Flat, Butte County must soon exceed all former
annual products of Gold Dust.

700 1870.04.16 Cherokee mining Spring Valley Canal and Mining Company incorporates with $600,000 of capital stock at $500 per share. Trustees Butte Record 4-16-1870 Y
are Egbert Johnson, Geo. C. Perkins, Bartlett Doe, Richard Alby and H.B. Lathrop. Offices in San Francisco.
Intend to bring water to Cherokee for placer mining.
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701

1870.04.23

Cherokee

organizations

1.0.0.F. Anniversary to take place at Cherokee on Tuesday the 26th, the 51st anniversary of the introduction of the
order into America.

Butte Record 4-23-1870

702

1870.04.23

Cherokee

organizations

Large ad for 1.0.0.F. Celebration at Capt. Moore's new Hall. Tickets $4.00 M.H. Wells from Yankee Hill was part
of the reception Committee

Butte Record 4-23-1870

703

1870.04.30

Cherokee

organizations

Odd Fellows Anniversary at Cherokee. The 51st. anniversary was celebrated with bands from Chico and Oroville.
200 people sat down for an extended dinner.

Butte Record 4-30-1870

704

1870.04.30

Messilla Valley

schools

List of honor students for the month, Messilla Valley School District: Emma White, Clarence White, Augusta
White, Watt Pence, Bell White, Carter Vanness, Wm Applegate, Fanny Pence, Gertrude Heckart, Eugene
Vanness, Frank Knox, Wm Snyder, Samuel Dewey.

Butte Record 4-30-1870

705

1870.05.14

Butte County

Indians

Obituary for Capt. H. A. Good (Hi Good) recently killed by Indians on Deer Creek. A pioneer Indian fighter, his
body was riddled with bullets and his head smashed to jelly. He is known for his arrest of robbers of the Magalia
Wood's Stage several years ago. Note: Hi Good participated in tracking down the Indians who killed the Robert
Workman family in Concow. He only participated in Indian raids when he felt their death was appropriate. He did
not like the Mill Creek Indians which he felt caused most of the problems in Butte and Tehama Counties. He
supposedly had 40 Indian scalps hanging from a tree outside his cabin in Vina. Hated by the Indians for his
brutality, he was killed by his longtime Indian companion, Ned. See 8-7-1865

Weekly Butte Record 5-14-1870

706

1870.05.14

Butte County

Indians

Harmon A. (Hi) Good, age 35, was shot five times and then dragged by his own horse 1 1/2 miles to a ravine and
the body covered with stones. By the confession of the murderer, we are able to establish the brutal crime as
being committed by an Indian boy, about 19 years old, whom Mr. Good had raised. The possession by the Indian
of money and the ring worn by Mr. Good led to the suspicion, which caused his arrest. Mr. Good was one of the
most distinguished personages in this section. Sandy Young, his true friend and partner, will mourn with a grief
that suffers no comforting.

Northern Enterprise 5-14-1870

707

1870.05.14

Cherokee

mining

It is reported that the iron pipe for the Spring Valley Water Co at Cherokee is to be brought from San Francisco by
the California and Oregon Railroad and landed in the vicinity of Dry Creek at four dollars per ton. There are
several hundred tons of it.

Butte Record 5-14-1870

708

1870.05.14

Oregon Gulch

crime

The other day a Frenchman engaged a Spaniard in the discussion of politics, which continued until both parties
became greatly excited. The Frenchman picked up a double barrel shot gun and discharged it into the Spaniards
side, another Mexican was shot in the head, but the shot was high riddling his hat. The Spaniard shot in the side is
thought to be mortally wounded. The Frenchman was put in jail. It is stated the Frenchman accused the Mexicans
of being a cowardly race, and the Mexican retorted by saying that the French had been kicked out of Mexico.
Whereupon the Frenchman boiled over and began shooting. It was later shown that the Mexicans were the
aggressors, and as they were deemed sufficiently punished, all parties were discharged. One Mexican has been
sent to the County infirmary and the other is still in Oregon Guich but presented a ghastly appearance.

Butte record 5-14-1870

709

1870.05.28

Cherokee

transportation

Partners have been examining the country between Cherokee and Nelsons Station on the California and Oregon
Road with a view of locating a wagon road for hauling the iron pipe for the Spring Valley Canal and Mining
Company. Same issue, talks about seventy workers starting work on the canal for the water to Cherokee (from the
proposed dam site).

Butte Record 5-28-1870

710

1870.05.28

Cherokee/Oregon City

mining

Cherokee Flat exhibition got great praise and attendance. In addition to Mr. Halstead's quartz mill in Oregon City,
the Derrick mill will start soon. Report that M. H. Wells of Yankee Hill had been burned at the stake in an Indian
fight proves to be false. Oregon City school has one of the best lady teachers in the County.

Weekly Butte Record 5-28-1870

711

1870.06.04

Cherokee

transportation

The wagon road from Oroville to Cherokee is in a better condition than ever before. Laborers are working at
several locations removing rocks and smoothing the road. It will be one of the best mountain roads. Same issues
talks about the increase in strangers traveling thru Oroville.

Butte Record 6-4-1870

712

1870.06.04

Oroville

Indians

On Saturday last an Indian boy named Pete shot and killed another Indian boy known as Jim on the bar below
Chinatown.. They were walking together on the bar when one of them began to run and the other fired at him and
he fell....... He was buried by the county but afterwards taken up and carried by his tribe to Mooretown......It is
stated that he had killed a brother of Pete three to four months ago......Pete was arrested and lodged in jail. He
sets about his defense in good style, and proposes to prove Jim was advancing with a revolver and grasped him
about the throat when he fired.

Butte Record 6-4-1870
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713 1870.06.04 Cherokee water Article about water to Cherokee and the impact it will make upon the local area's and Butte County's economy. Butte Record 6-4-1870 Y
714 1870.06.04 Cherokee social Letter from Traveler - published about a play in Cherokee with actors dressed up as statues. Well written long Butte Record 6-4-1870 Y
article about the play. "Goddess of Liberty", "Faith" and "Sweet Recollections of Childhood" as well as others were
depicted..
715 1870.06.18 Cherokee mining 30 carloads of pipe are now at the Oroville station for the Spring Valley Water Company. Enough for four miles of Butte Record 6-18-1870 Y
pipe.
716 1870.06.18 Cherokee transportation Travel between Oroville and Cherokee is increasing rapidly. Both stages start off loaded down with passengers Butte Record 6-18-1870 Y
every day. Cherokee will soon be the liveliest town in the state.
717 1870.07.30 Cherokee water Article about water to Cherokee Flat. Should have been done long ago, will generate business for Oroville. Butte Record 7-30-1870 Y
718 1870.09.10 Cherokee water Work progressing on Spring Valley Canal & Mining Co. ditch Butte Record 9-10-1870 Y
719 1870.09.24 Cherokee/Concow water Article about Spring Valley Mining Company pipe laying progress. Four teams of horses used to carry the pipe Butte Record 9-24-1870 Y
from Oroville to Cherokee. Four more teams deliver it to the actual site of the work. The ditch extends to the
Concow Valley.
720 1870.10.01 Cherokee/Concow water Article talks about visit to Cherokee to see the progress of the Spring Water Mining Company. Mentions previous Butte Record 10-1-1870 Y
to this effort, the mines could operate for three to four months with water collected in reservoirs in a three mile
area in the direction of Oregon City. Now with the two and one half miles of 30" pipe and the new ditch, the added
30 miles will keep the water flowing. About 200 men are working on the project. The Concow Creek will supply
200 to 300 inches of water.
721 1870.10.15 Concow water Spring Valley Water Company has almost finished laying the existing pipe. Will extend the ditch 12 to 15 miles Butte Record 10-15-1870 Y
past the Concow area to guarantee water flow all year around.
722 1870.10.29 Concow population Population listed as white male - 185, female - 56, colored (Chinese) male- 237, female - 14, total population - Butte Record 10-29-1870 Y
492. Foreign born male - 309, female -19, real property value - $10,700, Personal property - $51,300.
723 1870.10.29 Cherokee water Pipe delivered to Cherokee was 400 feet short. It was assumed the pipe missing had been shipped to the Spring Butte Record 10-29-1870 Y
valley Water Company of San Francisco by mistake. The pipe was reshipped to Cherokee. The pipe will soon be
in place and then the pipe laying will cease for a time. The ditch from the upper end of the pipe is complete to
Concow, which will furnish a supply of water for use during the winter - Concow creek being a living stream of
several hundred inches.
724 1870.11.12 Cherokee water Article talks about the Spring Valley Mining operations. Mentions that a new nozzle has been purchased that will Butte Record 11-12-1870 Y
throw 800 feet of water with 150 Ibs. pressure. It is hoped it will soon be undermining Sugarloaf and Table
Mountain, dumping the tailings in the Feather River.
725 1870.11.12 Messilla Valley mining Tunnel being built from foot of mountains in Messilla Valley to mining operations at Cherokee. It will be 1 1/2 miles Butte Record 11-12-1870 Y
long and be used to drain the placer diggings. Compares it to the Sutro Tunnel and talks of importance of the
Cherokee operations.
726 1870.11.12 Cherokee commerce Ad for Cherokee Hotel; Chambers & Diamond, Proprietors. See 5-16-1874 Butte Record 11-12-1870 Y
727 1870.12.10 Cherokee water Ten car loads of pipe arrive for the Spring Water Company to be used in their dams at the reservoirs. Butte Record 12-10-1870 Y
728 1870.12.10 Yankee Hill marriage M.S. Wells passed through town on his way to his old home in Philadelphia. Of course he will bring back with him Butte Record 12-10-1870 Y
a Philadelphia belle.
729 1870.12.17 Cherokee water Hydraulic Pressure - Accident at Spring Valley Water Co. during a test of the new pipe due to defective iron on a Butte Record 12-17-1870 Y
manhole in the deep ravine of the West Branch which is the thickest portion of the pipe because of the high
pressure generated there.
730 1870.12.17 Concow misc Wm. Mullen writes letter to Butte Record complaining about brother's (Joseph) luggage and household goods Butte Record 12-17-1870 Y
being mis-handled at the Nelsons Station upon arrival. Joseph Mullen had a wife and one year old child at that
time.
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731 1870.12.17 Strawberry Valley misc Miss Anna M. Morrison lectured on the subject of "Woman, her right and proper sphere of action". The touching Weekly Butte Record 12-17-1870 Y
story of her childhood's struggles in the humble but refined and intellectual home of one of California's early
pioneers, is a life picture not easily forgotten. Note: The Morrison family lived in Oregon City at one time.

732 1870.12.24 Cherokee water Long Article about the Spring Water Mining Company testing the 30 inch round pipeline, some sections 3/8 inch Butte Record 12-24-1870 Y
thick, from Concow to Yankee Hill and across the West Branch burying it in a depression up and down a 800 ft.
drop through a trench to Cherokee. A test three weeks earlier had failed. Large crowds line the route to see the
sight and witness its success or failure. Forty minutes passed before the water successfully reached Cherokee.

733 1870.12.31 Spanishtown/Cherokee hunting N. Pinckston, 18 years old, saw a California lion in the act of devouring a wild hog weighing 150 Ibs. He then had : Weekly Butte Record 12-31-1870 Y
his dog tree the lion and later shot the "monster" through the head with his rifle. The California lion weighed about
200 Ibs., measured 8 feet 4 inches in length from snout to end of tail. The fat around the kidneys alone produced a
gallon of pure oil. Also Mr. George C. Vinton married Miss Martha Evans in Cherokee Flat. Note: The August 1870
Census states Martha's last name was Edwards and she was Mr. Vinton's maid at that time.

734 1870.12.31 Cherokee commerce New hotel opened by David Johnson. Grand ball the following Friday. Butte Record 12-31-1870 Y

735 1871.01.07 Helltown/Cherokee misc Press Longley poem about Anna M. Morrison. Weekly Butte Record 1-7-1871 Y

736 1871.01.07 Cherokee water Water again running thru pipe at Spring Valley Water & Mining Co. Butte Record 1-7-1871 Y

737 1871.01.07 Cherokee water Avrticle in the Scientific Press about hydraulic mining in Cherokee. Graph gives profile of hydraulic pipe laid in Scientific Press 1-7-1871 Y
Butte County. It further explains how the pipe was made and the principle of the water moving up and down grades
through the pipe to achieve pressure at the nozzles used in Cherokee.

738 1871.01.07 Oregon Gulch crime Atrocious murder of William Reese, resident of Oregon Gulch. Reese had just made a cleanup from his mine. See : Weekly Butte Record 1-7-1871 Y
Obituaries.

739 1871.01.07 Cherokee medical Ad for Dr. J. J. Sawyer, surgeon and physician in Cherokee. Butte Record 1-7-1871 Y

740 1871.01.14 Oregon Gulch crime Man charged for William Reese's murder is Robert Donald, the countryman of his unsuspecting victim. Also Weekly Butte Record 1-14-1871 Y
California Northern Railroad trains are now running as follows: Leave Oroville at 11 a.m. returning, leave
Marysville at 2 p.m. This takes Cherokee and Chico passengers through to San Francisco in one day.

741 1871.01.14 Cherokee mining Article about the excitement and new businesses at Cherokee, including new hotel run by Mr. Bligh and Mr. Butte Record 1-14-1871 Y
Johnson. Also in separate article, Spring Valley Water Mining Co. has 3-4 hydraulic chiefs that can throw 1000
inches of water

742 1871.01.21 Oregon Gulch crime Governor Haight is offering a reward of $300 for the arrest of Robert Donnelly, the supposed murdered of William Weekly Butte Record 1-21-1871 Y
Reese of Oregon Guich.

743 1871.03.11 Cherokee mining Spring Valley Mining Company has found a rich deposit of blue gravel running under Table Mountain and is bound Butte Record 3-11-1871 Y
to soon become rich. Cherokee Flat "most flourishing & important mining locality in the state".

744 1871.03.25 Cherokee commerce Various ads, one for J.M. Brock hardware store, Oroville and another ad for Dr. France drug store, Cherokee. Butte Record 3-25-1871 Y

745 1871.04.01 Cherokee commerce Ad for Eagle Hotel, recently constructed, D. Johnson proprietor, and Cherokee Hotel, John Chambers proprietor, Butte Record 4-1-1871 Y
both in Cherokee

746 1871.04.22 Cherokee/Nimshew water The ditch carrying water of the Cherokee Mining Company will be extended to Nimshew. Mining interests in Butte Record 4-22-1871 Y
Nimshew are excited about the prospects, several new claims are filed. Also article about Ex Senator Hendricks of
Indiana soon visiting Cherokee, (he is currently running for President.).

747 1871.04.29 Messilla Valley social Camp meeting is to be held in the vicinity of Pence's Ranch, Messilla Valley, today. Rev. Mr. Briar, Jr. has been Weekly Butte Record 4-29-1871 Y
invited to preach there on Monday.

748 1871.04.29 Cherokee commerce Ads for Cherokee businesses, Dr. France Cherokee Drug Store, U.S. Mail Line Oroville to Cherokee, T.A. Van Butte Record 4-29-1871 Y
Norden Watches and Jewelry. Also Park & McCurdy Druggists, Oroville, Rideout, Smith & Co. Bankers, Oroville.
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749 1871.04.29 Concow lumber Mullen sawmill burned April 7th. Wm. H. Mullen looking for investor to rebuild. Mill surrounded by sugar pine Butte Record 4-29-1871, Oroville Y
timber. Note: The mill was built in 1869. Wm. H. Mullen lost everything after the mill burned, including his half of Daily Register 1-13-1904
the property (160 acres) left him by his father Charles W. Mullen at Concow Reservoir. (The property was
acquired by Wm. Farley). For the next three years Wm. Mullen was a team driver hauling lumber from Flea Valley.

750 1871.06.03 Cherokee crime Miss Susan McDanel, daughter of Thomas McDanel, murdered with a knife by George Sharkovich, an Austrian Butte Record 6-3-1871 Y
age 30 to 35 years, when Miss McDanel refused to marry him. A five thousand dollar reward was offered for his
capture.

751 1871.06.10 Cherokee crime Capture and Death of the Monster - First thought to be held up on Bloomer Hill, Sharkovich was captured at the Butte Record 6-10-1871 Y
toll house of the Bidwell Bridge three days later. While trying to disarm Sharkovich, he was shot three times by a
Mr. Bendle and killed. Later his body was returned to Cherokee where an angry crowd dowsed it in kerosene and
burned it on a pile of wood. (3 page article)

752 1871.06.10 Cherokee crime Jack Hyde engaged in a dispute with a man named Keeth concerning the distance from Mineral Slide to Cherokee: Weekly Butte Record 6-10-1871 Y
and the length of time it took walking from one place to the other. Under the influence probably of various
potations of chain lightning, Jack attempted to enforce his view of the subject with a pick handle. He then got a
pistol and shot his opponent.

753 1871.06.17 Kimshew Creek crime William Pinckstown (Pinkston) was prospecting on the West Branch at Slug Bar 3 miles below the mouth of Weekly Butte Record 6-17-1871 Y
Kimshew Creek and found a human skeleton of a Chinaman in a cabin.

754 1871.07.22 Cherokee misc A valuable mare belonging to Henry Wallace of Cherokee Ravine was shot and died. Weekly Butte Record 7-22-1871 Y

755 1871.07.29 Cherokee crime A negro named Jordan Cristy was brought down from Cherokee Flat for "doing" Cherokee in the way of Weekly Butte Record 7-29-1871 Y
confiscating all small valuables that came within his reach.

756 1871.08.05 Cherokee mining Mr. Compton of Cherokee has purchased a part of machinery which belonged to the Caledonia mill, recently Plumas National 8-5-1871 Y
burned, and has the necessary new machinery on the road to construct a new mill at Cherokee.

757 1871.08.12 Oregon City mining Quartz mill owned by Mr. Nisbet burned. The property was insured for $8,000. Butte Record 8-12-1871 Y

758 1871.09.02 Cherokee death Judge Samuel Glass passes away from dropsy. He was 71 years and three months old. He immigrated to this Butte Record 9-2-1871 Y
state in 1849 and lived in the area ever since.

759 1871.09.16 Cherokee crime John Williams, formerly employed on the Hendrick's Ditch, stabbed Thomas Moran in a local saloon. Williams Butte Record 9-16-1871 Y
entered the saloon challenging anyone to a fight. Morgan would have died but Williams knife blade broke.

760 1871.09.23 Cherokee/Concow water Rough mining area is being girdled with canals. Huge piles of pipe are now at the area once known as Reservoir Butte Record 9-23-1871 Y
House above Pence's ranch. These are believed to be for the Hendrick's Ditch. Three or four ditches are being
extended to the West Branch and Butte Creek area.

761 1871.09.23 Inskip mining New quartz mill being established by R.F. Derrick of Oregon City. Four stamps are being installed. Butte Record 9-23-1871

762 1871.10.07 Cherokee commerce Barber and Ragan of Cherokee Flat are now engaged in the pipe making business for the Indiana Hydraulic Butte Record 10-7-1871
Company's ditch. The pipe is being made on the spot of use and measures 40 inches in diameter.

763 1871.10.07 Morris water Ex-Senator Hendricks of Indiana passed through town on Tuesday morning on his way to Morris Ravine to Butte Record 10-7-1871

Ravine/Cherokee observe the progress made upon the Hendricks Ditch. The company expects to do considerable mining the

present season.

764 1871.10.18 Pentz crime Burglary and arson 1 mile from Pence's Ranch, Messrs. Ensbury & Brown; 2 gold watches and $70 in coin Sacramento Daily Union 10-18-1871

765 1871.10.21 Cherokee mining Spring Valley Mining Company sells the ditch and mining property to an English company for $1,200,000. George Butte Record 10-21-1871
C. Perkins who owned 1/6th interest will make $200,000.(Note: Perkins was a store owner in Oroville)

766 1871.10.28 Concow commerce G. R. Bagnell of Concow Valley has started a chicken and turkey ranch 6 miles above Yankee Hill. Weekly Butte Record 10-28-1871
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767

1871.10.28

Oregon City

misc

Three page biographical sketch of Miss Anna M. Morrison authored by a woman known as Juanita. She is a
resident of Yuba County and had known Anna Morrison since childhood. (Anna Morrison was born back East but
moved with her family to Oregon City in the 1850s and later Wyandotte. As an adult, she moved to Yreka, where
she was an editor for the paper). The majority of this biography concerns her younger years.

Weekly Butte Record 10-28-1871

768

1871.11.11

Cherokee

schools

New school district. The people of Butte Creek had a meeting to raise funds at the Cherokee Ditch Company
building opposite Helltown on Butte Creek for the new school. They raised $90.

Butte Record 11-11-1871

769

1871.11.20

Concow

farming

W.H. Mullen sent us a 15 Ib. cabbage with the outside leaves removed to show us the products of the valley.

Sac Daily Union 11-20-1871

770

1871.12.30

Concow

water

Article about the dam. Spring Valley Company has just finished their dam making the Concow Valley into a
reservoir. It is 80 feet high and holds several hundred acres of water. The reservoir holds enough water to support
mining into July. The ditch running to Thompsons Flat is running with water.

Butte Record 12-30-1871

1872.01.13

Concow

water

Concow Dam, 80 ft. high and built last summer, is partially cut away because it is about to overflow. The resulting
water flow washes away about 30 feet of the dam.

Butte Record 1-13-1872

772

1872.01.13

Cherokee

mining

Superintendent at Spring Valley Mining and Canal Company of Cherokee, H. B. Lathrop, Sr., brought down a bar
of bullion weighing $8,600. The gold dust of Cherokee Flat is the purest and best on the coast and is worth $20
per ounce. Miners at Cherokee are all busy after the storms supplied every ravine with a sluice head of water.

Butte Record 1-13-1872

773

1872.02.17

Nelson Bar Ravine

crime

Antoine Williams, of Portuguese decent, was found in the ruins of his burned cabin. He had been stabbed and the
body was badly burned. It was assumed he was in a quarrel and died from the stabbing. The cabin was burned to
destroy the evidence.

Butte Record 2-17-1872

774

1872.02.17

Oregon City

schools

A concert will be given at Oregon City on behalf of the Oregon District school.

Weekly Butte Record 2-17-1872

775

1872.03.02

Cherokee

accident

Patrick McGuire, a miner for some time in Cherokee, was injured in a cave in. His foot and leg were severely
crushed and he had chest wounds. The doctor wanted to amputate the leg but Patrick would not allow it. He was
sent to San Francisco, where he had relatives, in an attempt to save his leg. It was felt the prospects were dim.

Butte Record 3-2-1872

776

1872.03.09

Cherokee

newspapers

Article about the local paper staff visiting Cherokee. The article gives a favorable view of the community, mentions
there are 30 members of the local church. A nice school and the people are friendly. Mr. Eppinger is the
superintendent of the operations of the Spring Valley Mine. The water, however, is not yet running in the
Hendrick's ditch because of slides and other damage. Water is essential to the operation being successful.

Butte Record 3-9-1872

77

1872.03.09

Cherokee

organizations

Temperance lecture - Mrs. Felton, a successful temperance lecturer, has been making the tour of the lower
counties. Last Saturday evening she lectured as (at) Gridleys, and on Sunday evening at Biggs. She plans to
lecture at Chico, Tehama, Oroville at the Court House, then Cherokee. The lectures are free, contributions being
taken up at their close.

Butte Record 3-9-1872

778

1872.03.09

Morris Ravine

mining

Banner Mine: Miners' meeting to be held at Morris Ravine at the house of William Muck on March 30. All persons
interested in a mining claim in Morris Ravine are solicited to be present.

Butte Record 3-9-1872

779

1872.03.16

Cherokee/Messilla
Valley

legal

Long article about lawsuit by farmers along the line of Dry Creek which passes through Messilla Valley, because
of possible damage from the Cherokee mining operations. Mentions damage done by the 1861/62 high waters and
the damage done then in Yuba County. Talks of concern that the damage that could be done by the mines here
with their new operations which could be much worse.

Butte Record 3-16-1872

780

1872.04.20

Oregon City

social

Mentions there is no correspondent for the paper in Oregon City since Mudsil passed away who signed his articles
as "M". This writer signs off as Solo. Article talks about their one quartz mill, "Buffalo", being in operation at that
time. On the 12th they had a ball in their new school house. Talks about the food that was served and the dress of
the men and women at the ball. The ball was held to raise funds to liquidate the debt of the new school house---
they raised $230. A cake donated by an Oroville firm was raffled off several times, once for $20 and another time
by the buyer for $16. A book of Moores Poems was sold for $22. Mentions their respect for good, moral,
competent teachers (implies they need one)

Butte Record 4-20-1872

781

1872.04.20

Cherokee

social

Article about May Day Calico Ball to be held at Cherokee by H.P. Morrison. Article states Cherokee is becoming
known for its social parties. Second announcement about Groves' El Dorado saloon to be found elsewhere in the
paper.

Butte Record 4-20-1872
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782

1872.04.20

Oregon City

schools

Article about raising $300 or $400 for a new school house at Oregon City.

Butte Record 4-20-1872

783

1872.04.20

Cherokee

legal

Legal notices - Spring Valley Mining Co vs Gregory has been tried and is under advisement.

Butte Record 4-20-1872

784

1872.04,20

Butte County

commerce

Various ads from Oroville, Ralzemond Parker Drugs and Medicines, Grand Ball United States Hotel, Rideout,
Smith & Co Bankers, Dr. James M Vance Druggist. Ad from Cherokee for the El Dorado Saloon, George Grover
Proprietor

Butte Record 4-20-1872

785

1872.04.27

Cherokee

crime

One of two safe robbers in Shasta County was captured at the Cherokee Hotel. He registered as Boyd. The robber:
was transported to Chico by train but escaped when the deputy loosened his handcuffs because he complained
they hurt. The robber then asked to go to the closet (toilet) and never returned.

Butte Record 4-27-1872

786

1872.04.27

Cherokee

mining

Cherokee Gravel Deposits - Article talks about gravel deposits at Table Mountain that the Spring Valley Mining
Co. is working. Superintendent was Mr. Effinger.

Butte Record 4-27-1872

787

1872.05.04

Chico

crime

The robber who escaped last week named Boyd has been caught. He jumped from the train and rendered himself
senseless. He thinks he was unconscious for several hours. They are transferring him to Shasta and think they will
have no more trouble from him.

Butte Record 5-4-1872

788

1872.05.06

Big Bend

Deaths

A notice received in Oroville from Judge M.H. Wells of Yankee Hill, states that on Tuesday, April 30th, D.W. Hall,
of Big Bend, North Fork Feather River, while out hunting found the dead body of William E. Clark, who was last
seen alive on the previous Sunday. It is not stated how his death occurred; Clark was a native of Vermont and
aged about fifty-one years.

Sacramento Daily Union 5-6-1872

789

1872.05.18

Cherokee

mail

Article about the need for a daily mail service from Oroville to Cherokee. Article mentions Captain Lewis has
performed the service for years but only gets paid for 1 trip per week. People think this should be corrected.

Butte Record 5-18-1872

790

1872.05.18

Cherokee/Oregon City

water

The Hendricks ditch bringing the water around Table Mountain to his claims at the head of Morris Ravine was
finally put through. The ditch will be extended next season to the West Branch. When the Cherokee Company
shall have their ditch completed, Oregon Township will be the richest township in the state.

Butte Record 5-18-1872

791

1872.06.07

Butte County/Tehama
County

Indians

4 page article by Dan Delaney on Hi Good the "Indian Hunter" and history of his life. Note: Hi Good was a very
controversial figure in the history of the relationship of the settlers and the Indians. See Obituary 5-14-1870.

Northern Enterprise 6-7-1872

792

1872.06.22

Oregon City

marriage

Another article by Solo about Oregon City. The Mayor of Oregon City, Charles P. Fosten, was married to Mrs. E.
Simpson of Cherokee by Squire Jones. Talks about music by the Cherokee Flat amateur musicians.

Butte Record 6-22-1872

793

1872.06.22

California

mining

New mining law passed by Congress provides that on all claims located before May 11, $10 worth of work shall be
performed for each 100 feet of the claim until the patent is issued, but when claims are held in common, the whole
amount may be expended on any part of the claim. On all locations made after that time, not less than $100 per
year must be expended. Limits the length of a claim on a ledge to 1,500 ft. whether taken by an individual or a
company.

Butte Record 6-22-1872

794

1872.06.29

Cherokee/Concow

mining

Long article about the three mining companies working the Cherokee area. Mentions the Cherokee Flat Blue
Gravel Company spending $160,000 on improvements, the Cherokee Mining Company realizing about $100,000
each season from their efforts, and the Spring Valley Mining Company who are completing 60 miles of ditch for
water. About ten miles are finished and the rest will be complete by next season; they employ 80 people. The
article also talks about the dam (Concow) which covers 350 acres with water, not being repaired yet. The
company has still washed out $200,000 in gold. The Hendricks ditch and mine should have water running by the
4th of July which will allow them to expand their operations.

Butte Record 6-29-1872

795

1872.07.06

Thompson
Flat/Cherokee

water

Avrticle about how rich the area would be if they had water. Mentions Cherokee as well.

Butte Record 7-6-1872

796

1872.07.13

Butte County

population

Article giving populations in Butte County. Notes drop in many areas such as Bidwell Bar from 1097 people in
1860 to 337 in 1870. Oroville dropped from 2429, of which 942 were Chinese in 1860, to a total of 1425 in 1870.
Chico grew by 30% during this period. (In general, agriculture was growing as a business and mining was
declining. That is also why Cherokee was given so much attention in the Oroville papers because it represented
possible growth in the area because of hydraulic mining.)

Butte Record 7-13-1872
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797

1872.07.13

Cherokee/Messilla
Valley

commerce

Eagle Hotel ad in Cherokee. Also meeting of trustees of Cherokee Flat Blue Gravel Co in Cherokee Flat. Messilla
Valley School teacher, Mrs. Curtis announces honor roll for June: Misses Mary Stewart and Ida Horn; Masters
Eugene Van Ness, William Applegate, Watt M. Pence, Willie Stewart, Charles Hiett.

Butte Record 7-13-1872

798

1872.07.27

Oroville

mining

Long article about early mining days in the area. Talks about miners paying 50 cents per inch of water for their
operations. Mines employed thousands of people in their day and could do so again if they had water for hydraulic
mining.

Butte Record 7-27-1872

799

1872.07.27

Messilla Valley

schools

The Messilla Valley School District to vote on August 17th on a $550 tax to build a new school.

Butte Record 7-27-1872

800

1872.08.05

Concow

hunting

Rev J.W. Brier with his son Kirk from Cherokee bag two bears above the Concow Valley

Sac Daily union 8-5-1872

801

1872.10.12

Messilla Valley School

schools

Lists honor students for the month from Messilla Valley School. Mary Stewart, Eugene Van Ness, Fay Van Ness,
Watt M. Pence, Clarence White, Frank Knox, Nora Knox and Euphemia Jones.

Butte Record 10-12-1872

802

1872.10.19

Butte County

politics

Avrticle about voting districts in Butte County, lists voting places. Cherokee voting to be held at Chambers Hall,
Pence's voting to be held at Pence's house, Oregon city voting to be held at school house, Yankee Hill voting to be:
held at Wells store.

Butte Record 10-19-1872

803

1872.10.26

Oroville/Cherokee

misc

Runaway wagon belonging to Tom Vinton of Cherokee caused some excitement in Oroville. The wagon was
loaded with groceries for that place. The wagon ran down Myers Street and then up Bird Street and collided with a
mule, killing the mule.

Butte Record 10-26-1872

804

1872.11.16

Butte County

politics

Voting record for the individual precincts in Butte County, gives total number of votes per precinct. Oroville 297,
Cherokee 142, Oregon City 46, Pence's Ranch 36, Bidwell Bar 29, Yankee Hill 44, Chico 305.

Butte Record 11-16-1872

805

1872.12.02

Northern California

Indians

Klamath Reservation - Fight with Modoc Indians, fifteen Indians and three whites killed and a number wounded.

Sacramento Daily Union 12-2-1872

806

1872.12.14

Cherokee/Concow

communication

Telegraph line completed from Cherokee to the Western Union line at Wick's Ranch. The line extends along the
Spring Valley canal to Concow Valley. The cost for ten words is 25 cents.

Butte Record 12-14-1872

807

1872.12.14

Cherokee

politics

Masonic Elections - Table Mountain Lodge, no 124. F.A.A.M. Cherokee Flat, held its annual elections. The
following were elected: M.H. Wells, E.J. Davis, D. Tryer, A. Burt Treas. H.M. Clemons Sec., A Thompson, T.
Belew, M. Pence, O.P Powers, O. Cushman, W. Reese.

Butte Record 12-14-1872

808

1872.12.19

Northern California

Indians

Modocs: Indians resentful and desperate; Captain Jack says he can whip a thousand soldiers in his present
position. The Indians will make peace only on condition that they be left undisturbed on Lost River; 3 pages

Daily Alta California 12-19-1872

809

1872.12.20

California-Northern

Indians

Yreka - Modocs: No attack yet upon the Indians. Concentration of troops at Linkville. A reconnaissance within a
mile of Captain Jack's position. Contempt of the volunteers for the apathy of the regular troops. Proposition to
surround Captain Jack and starve him out. A snow storm counted on as an ally.

Daily Alta California 12-20-1872

810

1872.12.21

Butte County

commerce

Ad for hotels in Oroville, The Union Hotel , St Nicholas Hotel, United States Hotel, Louis W. Hoops Proprietor,
Commercial Hotel, Charles St. Sure Proprietor. Also ads for Cherokee Hotel, John Chambers Proprietor and
Eagle Hotel, H.M. Clemons Proprietor. Ad for Planters Hotel in Biggs, Philip Grein Proprietor and Union Hotel in
Chico, B.F. Allen Proprietor..

Butte Record 12-21-1872

811

1872.12.21

Cherokee

commerce

Spring Valley Hotel to reopen under the management of H.M. Clemons. The facility has been completely
refurbished. Ad in same paper. See Hotel ads 4-5-1873

Butte Record 12-21-1872

812

1872.12.21

Butte County

commerce

Various Ads - Spring Valley Hotel Cherokee. Ad for Grand Concert School Exhibition and Ball, for benefit of the
Cherokee public schools. Ad for U.S. Livery Stable, Louis Hoops proprietor, Oroville. New lumber yard on
Huntoon Street opposite Court House, George Miller owner. Ad for Henry Bird undertaking, Oroville.

Butte Record 12-21-1872

813

1872.12.21

Cherokee

mining

Sugar Loaf Hydraulic Co. in Cherokee had meeting on 12/3 with assessment of $5 per share levied upon the
capital stock payable immediately; Charles Waldeyer, Secretary.

Butte Record 12-21-1872

814

1872.12.25

Northern California

Indians

Modoc War and thieving Indian agents - Article states that General Crook in order to gain peace promised the
Indians they could roam free if they maintained the peace with the settlers. After the Crook left the area the local
Indian agents drove the Indians onto reservations that are poorly managed and the Indians are taken advantage
of.

Daily Alta California 12-25-1872
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815

1872.12.27

Northern California

Indians

Yreka - Modoc War: Several quotes from different sources about a supply train attacked, two soldiers killed and
scalped. Trying to raise a volunteer force to combat the Indians. Modoc Indians being reinforced by renegades
from other tribes, mentions the Pitt River Indians.

Daily Alta California 12-27-1872

816

1872.12.28

Cherokee

commerce

Nicholas Willoughby, long time manager of the Chambers Hotel in Cherokee, will open a boarding house in that
place. John Chambers of the Cherokee Hotel drives a fast horse to an express wagon, and sends him over Table
Mountain at a rate of $2.40. The Eagle Hotel, Cherokee, will give a grand New Years ball at Vinton's Hall, on
Wednesday evening next. See Hotel ads 4-5-1873

Butte Record 12-28-1872

817

1872.12.28

Butte County

taxes

List of major tax payers in Butte County. General Bidwell pays $10,010.68 in State and County taxes. Judge
Pratt's tax amounts to $6,074.35, Geo W. Gridley pays $3,227.20, D.M. Reevis pays $3,016.53. The California
and Oregon Railroad is taxed in the sum of $17,150.67, The Hendricks Mining Company pays $1,580.67, The
Spring Valley Canal and Mining Company $2,289.10, and the Cherokee Company paid $2,283.60

Butte Record 12-28-1872

818

1873.01.04

Concow

water

The Concow dam failed on Dec 27th because of water pent up from the recent heavy rain. The dam was the
largest in the mountains, backing water up the Feather River 7 miles. Timber from the dam shortly thereafter, was
found in the main channel of the Feather River all the way past Oroville. The damage---the original dam cost
$80,000 to build, the repair is estimated from $60,000 to $70,000.

Butte Record 1-4-1873

819

1873.01.04

Concow

transportation

Long report to the Board of Supervisors that will be forwarded to the State Controller on expenses incurred by the
county. Wm. Mullen of Concow submitted a report of the condition of the roads in Concow as Road Overseer. The
report was accepted by the Board. Mr. Mullen was paid $36.77 for the year for his services in that position.

Butte Record 1-4-1873

820

1873.01.06

Northern California

Indians

The Modoc shame: Mistreatment of the Indians by the whites. Talks about government failures in California and
Oregon.

Daily Alta California 1-6-1873

821

1873.01.11

Northern California

Indians

Justice and Fair Play - The Modoc treatment by the Government has not been fair. Talks about tribes that are no
longer recognized.

Sacramento Daily Union 1-11-1873

822

1873.02.01

Cherokee

legal

Lawsuits filed - Against Cherokee Flat & Spring Valley mining has attracted attention by mining interests around
the state. Talks of visitors to the mines lately.

Butte Record 2-1-1873

823

1873.02.01

Cherokee

mining

Consolidation of mining interests, Spring Valley and Cherokee Mining Company. Also article about accident at
Cherokee.

Butte Record 2-1-1873

824

1873.02.17

Northern California

Indians

Modoc Commission instructions - The commission is in no way to direct the actions of the military in the area.
They may advise the military of their wishes only.

Daily Alta California 2-17-1873

825

1873.03.25

Northern California

Indians

Report that the Modoc are going to leave the lava bed and commence burning ranches, arrival of Peace
Commissioner Thomas.

Sacramento Daily Union 3-25-1873

826

1873.04.05

Cherokee

commerce

Ad for Cherokee Hotel, Spring Valley Hotel and Eagle Hotel

Butte Record 4-5-1873

827

1873.04.26

Cherokee

water

Spring Valley is working all their men to enlarge the ditch to bring water to Cherokee. Contract for 30 inch pipe
should be complete by June 15th.

Butte Record 4-26-1873

828

1873.04.30

Northern California

Indians

Slaughter, Modoc ambush, 70 men marched into a Modoc ambush, 19 soldiers killed including Col. Wright and 23
wounded. The troops were surrounded on three sides by 50 to 100 Indians when they were ambushed at the lava
beds. Article gives a brief history of those killed. 5 page article.

Daily Alta California 4-30-1873

829

1873.05.03

Cherokee

accident

Griffith Griffiths met with a severe accident at Cherokee Flat while working in the Cherokee tunnel. A large piece of
clay fell from the top of the tunnel striking him on the left leg.

Weekly Butte Record 5-3-1873

830

1873.05.10

Cherokee

mining

Gold brick weighing 25 Ibs. was delivered to Oroville, valued at $25,000. Work on the ditch from Butte Creek is
continuing. The pipe is being manufactured for conveying water from Dogtown Ridge to Cherokee hills and should
arrive soon.

Butte Record 5-10-1873

831

1873.05.24

Morris
Ravine/Cherokee

transportation

The road from Morris Ravine over Table Mountain to Cherokee was declared a public road. It is considered the
most favorable route. Also William Stempel ranch for sale in Oregon Gulch.

Butte Record 5-24-1873

832

1873.05.24

Northern California

Indians

Modoc war possibly ended. There was a disagreement among the Modoc Indians and they split up. The hot
springs portion did not want to fight any longer. They feared they would all be slaughtered. Capt. Jack and his men
moved on without them.

Sacramento Daily Union 5-24-1873

833

1873.05.24

Northern California

Indians

Surrender of a portion of the Modoc army - 63 men, women and children, including 12 warriors surrendered

Sacramento Daily Union 5-24-1873

Y
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834

1873.05.27

Northern California

Indians

Indians of the Tule River reservation - An attempt was made to move the Indians from the reservation to a new
location. Many of the Indians were devoting themselves to agriculture and it is felt it would be a mistake to move
them.

Sacramento Daily Union 5-27-1873

835

1873.05.29

Northern California

Indians

Fairchilds Ranch - Preparations for the pursuit of Captain Jack. 150 Oregon volunteers are going after Captain
Jack and they are looking for blood.

Daily Alta California 5-29-1873

836

1873.06.03

Northern California

Indians

Captain Jack's genealogy - It is believed that Captain Jack is the son of Captain Jack Chambers, a native and well
known citizen of the western part of this county. Although white, Captain Jack Chambers fell in with the Modoc and
possessed many of the characteristics of the Indians. He married an Indian bride, the daughter of their chief.

Sacramento Daily Union 6-3-1873

837

1873.06.03

Northern California

Indians

Captain Jack surrenders - A large portion of Captain Jack's band surrendered. Captain Jack was captured soon
afterward.

Daily Alta California 6-3-1873

838

1873.06.07

Oregon City

commerce

Fire destroys the business of Mr. Cohn & Tabor. Fire was started by an oil lamp that Taber was lighting when he
fell. The building and contents were destroyed.

Butte Record 6-7-1873

839

1873.06.07

Cherokee

commerce

Fire destroys James Diamond Saloon, the grocery store of Mrs. Jones, and the home of John Joseph. These
buildings were located on the main street opposite the Eagle Hotel which is known as Lower Town. The fire
started in the saloon. Diamond's loss was heavy but the building was insured for $1,400. There was no insurance
for the residence of Mr. Joseph. Mr. Diamond was severely burned in the fire.

Butte Record 6-7-1873

840

1873.06.07

Cherokee

accidents

John Henderson, the village blacksmith, suffered a broken leg when he jumped out of a wagon being driven by Mr.
Morrison of Oroville who lost control. The accident happened between Cherokee and Oregon City.

Butte Record 6-7-1873

841

1873.06.10

Northern California

Indians

Massacre of Modoc prisoners - 17 Modoc Indian prisoners were being transported by two men assigned by the
military via a wagon to Camp Boyle. Two men approached the wagon with guns and started shooting, killing
several women and children before they were scared off by the dust from someone approaching. It is suspected
the murderers were part of the Oregon Guard.

Sacramento Daily Union 6-10-1873

842

1873.06.12

Northern California

Indians

Modoc and their friends - Article arguing that Captain Jack should be helped in his defense by the Peace
Commission because of how the Indians were treated.

Sacramento Daily Union 6-12-1873

843

1873.06.28

Cherokee

commerce

Fire at Cherokee destroyed the saloon and dwelling of Harry Delph. Loss is estimated at $3,000. Same issue talks
about finding more diamonds. Also talks about how quiet it is in Cherokee because all the men are working on the
ditch.

Butte Record 6-28-1873

844

1873.06.28

Messilla Valley

schools

This school closed for the summer vacation with its third monthly entertainment. The members of this school have
developed a high order of musical talent. Among the excellent things of the evening the following songs are
especially deserving of mention: "Forget me not" by Miss Leonora Knox; Duet "Meet Me by the Running Brook"
Miss Ida Horn and Mrs. Curtis; "A Farmer's Wife I'll Be" Miss Helen May Patterson, and "Ten Thousand Miles
Away" by Merton Knox. The comical face "The Man With A Demijohn" was given in a most comical style by
Eugene Van Ness, Watt M. Pence, Charles A Heitt and William Stewart. The following is the Roll of Honor of the
school; Georgia Comstock, Eugene Van Ness, Watt M. Pence, Willie Stewart, Charlie Hiet, Louis Carr, Samuel
Hiet, Eugene Carr, Clarence White, Wayette Van Ness, Leonora Knox, Henry Davis and Merton Knox.

Butte Record 6-28-1873

845

1873.07.07

Cherokee

water

Cherokee Flat, new canal of Spring Valley finished, cost $75,000

Sacramento Daily Union 7-7-1873

846

1873.07.10

Northern California

Indians

Trial of Captain Jack and other Modoc - Trial begins at Fort Klamath in Oregon.

Sacramento Daily Union 7-10-1873

847

1873.07.19

Butte County

politics

D. M. Reavis declines to be a candidate for Senator of Butte County.

Weekly Butte Record 7-19-1873

848

1873.09.06

Cherokee

mining

Two gold bricks from Cherokee are brought to Oroville. One weighed 142 Ibs. and another 27 Ibs. They were
valued at $50,000. This is the first month's run since securing permanent water (from 